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UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA 4

" FLowzr aND Cook OBSERVATORIES 1959 July 30

Executive Officer,

Public Information Division
Office of Infornation Service
Deapartment of the Air Force
ington, D,C.

Deayr Sirs

Last year the Executive Officer very kindly,in reply to a re-
!tmst from me for information about certain firedanlls which lmpaarad in 1")57
sent me a considerszble amount of useful information, ~hich ¢an be used in the
solution of the atmospheric paths and orbits of these bdodies,

During the past year or so a lurge number of fireballs have
appeared over the eastern or south eastern states, and in the cases of the five
to be mentioned, I have been able to assemble a mumber of observations, But
despite this I find it impossible to make good solutions, I anm therefore writing
to urgently recuest that you be good enough to send me copies of any or all
reports in your hands, dealing with these bodies,

I may add the Hydrographic Office of the U,S.Navy has for
over 30 ycars effectively cooperated in such work and -as a consequence it has
been possible to solve for many important fireballs, Such cooperation from your
office, as a routine matter, would also be invaluable,

The specific bodies I now request information on ares

[N

1958 April2t/%lsoutheastern States §rL6¢ r""“ fifjoio 28

——* 1958 July 4/5 North Carolina etc. [ £ awi J:\[ ¢ b ‘ TT
oz 7 v o —>1958 Nov, 30  South Carolina etec. 2 7/0 jlﬁﬂ Neve g0 :Cf » f;i-:i
'.-7_1'7 1958 Dec, '.I.ﬁ/l&L New York, New Jersey epe, 'L 32 o= Ve, ! Y ;
1959 Feb, 10/11 South Carolina ete. Y41 - R 7‘11”" 4

It would be a great favor to me and useful to science if
you would be good enough to send me observations dealing with these fireballs,

Very sincerely yours,

Nurbe rth. Pﬂ.

i e [ R s .




OFFICIAL FILE COPY

AFCINe410s

«“ Firoballs
SAF1S«3 (iajor L. J. Tacker) '1 9 AUG 1959
1. In ansver to a rcjuest by Dr. M, the followirg inforzation is
subaitteds

a. 20 April 1953, 2019 IST - Two airsrelt at 9C00 fect z2ltitude,
located at 30 degreca 500 83 degrees LS5V, cast of Thonusville, Georgia,
eighted the Jolloving objescts round, light greon, inecrcasing in intencsity
&8 1t aprroachcd the alrcrastt. Object had a trail sxaller than the diamater
of objcet, pink, thcn dork coupared to clouds; approcch spced froa the
nortiacast tovard tiie ciroraft was llke a psteer, headin: southwest. 0Object
passcd betwoea the sirereft anl Corxrdell, Cecoryia in a dececading: curvoe
The glow Just discppeareds. ObJjcet in view for four sceonls.

g '
. be S July 1553, 0105 EST « At 31 @errcea 30'L, 71 degrees 25'Y, en
ehremft et 8000 feet altitudo sichted the following: an object vis observed
oue end one-half to tvo miles north of aircrcft; object appreaxcd to ignite
at hizh altitude, leaving a lons troil of sharks. At atout 6CC feet, cobjoet
burst into brigit rrcen ball of firc, li htin: up ecatire erea. 4 fow ore
sparks were obasrved floating earthuzrd sflicr cioploslon. Tals sze odject
vas ceen irom a poaltion of 31 cdeogrces 30%:, 71 degr: €3 30'W, and 32 dejrees
30, 70 dcgrees 30'. by tareo other airc:cfte. |

.~ Ge 14 Dzceubor 1958, Yonkers, iie Y., COLS IBDT « A larce motcor wos
ocbcorved cast of Ourion travelins in a southucst dircectioa. The color was
vaite, vith a tail about as long es the dictance froa Batelzcux to Saiph.

The mstcer was in vicy for aprroxinately one second,

d. 1k Dzccubzr 1958, east of Ilmira, N. Y., CCLS 1ST « A brilliant
light, yellow, aliohtly larzer than a quarter, with a dark red tail acven
timss lorger then cbjeoct, was obsorved at a great height. It moved from
southcact to northwest. Duration of sighting not rerortcd.

Coe lu Dzecmber 1953. S:nithto‘:m. e Y-. 00!,'.1 ZoT « A b:‘i{,ht li"jltr.
crenzo=-bluo ard preenish-vhite, traveled couth o nerth, observed fcor 10
to 15 oceonig.

f. 14 Degenber 1958, Toms River, orrlstown, Wrighktstown, MeGuire ANB,
end lLalkehurst IS, Ne Jo, 0030=-01C0 1T « A round objcct, size of a lorge
grapefruit, (reen, brilliant white, orcnpe red, traveled in straight line
from To:io River to Lokchurst lis, as givea avove. Objcet was obscrved for

five scconds.

COORD INATI




Co m Neec: e 15!_‘;8. Wilodn son, Lelawire and over Lbilluater, iMey
0C) 3 LT = Ouo objeet t:0 olze of a basclall, £irut ouwscrved SO deurecd
above lierizon, traveled west to ¢ty Lrelo into turen poola, loaving a
Slight taail, and dioappearod to tio caute Objecot oLzcaved for five to

glx ccoondse

h. 1.’} Lesce. .ﬂcr 1 t..‘ .l"ﬂhla\ ..Jn. D. c-. OC',B PYARE p@h"d OJJ .Gt.

c€izo of ¢ranefiuit, ;,n.llm.lsh to 11 Ll grcen, uit‘-x il at-dlar o a
eaet tndle lLixud siglited appredn .tcl overhic:'Qy ¢doa reared L5 desxroos

above horizon So t..0 noriiae JCbLocrved fur 1) 0 30 ocoorlse

¢ 1l Februcry 1957, acuil ol licekdn il iie Co, 0500 10T « Dound
objoet, eatinnde. 4o b3 200 to 3500 fest in dicister, durk preon, tail vas
20 8ato color, 20C et lonse lirst ohscrvid cvesivad, dicapixared

belew bordzon 0 e austae Obuscrved for ten sceonice

Je 11 TFobrusyy 1959, Suow AF3, 8 Cey 0415 25T « Round, size of
crapefrait at axni's leagth, widte with a blucerel tail about tuwo to
three $imes tue diisoter of Lo ehjeete CUbJcet travele. in a sautivvect

dircotions Obuecrved fer fivoe to ton scoonlye

ke 11 February 1659, noerta of Ingelanld, Je Cey 0120 13T « A Brrigad
wiite 1isht witi green rix{, arowsl 1t wos obsorved overhead, traveling
to tlhe southwest, cud dlsanncaral over the Lipdscn. Size of objeet was
betucen that of a grapﬁ.fmit. and a basketballe Cbucrved for 30 ocevnise

d. Attached 15 a cozy of a United irecs Hsleaso conciruing a sijhiing
on 20 Aprid 1053, wiich occwrred ovor Vao goutheustern pard of the Undteo

Stat 3# e
Foli TiE CGLoldbns | : |
|

Z‘Go MM ?// 07 1l Atehs |

OGN Co BOFILVAD
Ccloacl, USAT Cy United Fress Licloase

Actge Deputy for Scicncos
and Couponents
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TO RJZIDN/COMMARDER ALC EIT ATE
RJCPHQ/CHIZF OF STAFT USAF
SERGK/COMIALDER EASTERN SEA FRONTIZR

sl be 3

h vm. 0 boS
59% 1 717570 ¢655Z TAJLLIRG OBJECT VAS OSSERVED TO RI1GHT O:

' POSITIOH ATE# OBJECT. BURST INTO ZRIGHT SREZL BALL AT A 115N

ALTITUDL OCSJECT IGHIGHTIZD LEAVIRG A TRAIL OF SPARIKS
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TO RJEDDN/COMDR, ADC
RBEGK/ COMEASTIEAFRON’
RJEPHO/CHIEF OF STAFF US
' INFO ZEN/COMDR 26TH ADIV
RJEPNE/COMDR CFECR

AF

BT -
8 z,//
/CUNCLAS, CITE

¢1) CIRVI® REPCRT.,
.———-—"'"

(2) IDENTIFICATION REPORTING AIRCRAFTS

PAA 215 PAA 297A

(3) BERILLIANT LIGHTING ALOFT.,

(4) TIME & POTITION,
- Tine. 005
TIME ¢2615Z ALT., ALOFT FT

(A) 32-32N 7¢=-32 W
¢5) DIRECTICN OF TRAVEL
N/A

(6)--REMARKS -

RECLIYED FROM PAA AT 285

AND S,242FT

& SPEED.

1Z LC (NYARTC"ALTITUDE OF A/C 11,720
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ps ot K/ CUMEASTSEAN RUN
pJEPNQ/CHIEF OF - STAFF USAF
1370 ZEN/COMDR 26TH ADIV

£J-PNB/COMDR CFEOR

&7
/7oi.CLAS/CITE NBR 5305

(o) CIAVIS REPORT,

¢2) IDENTIFICATION OF REPORTING AIRCRAFTS

Fah Swl '
¢3) RBIGHT ILLVMINATION

¢4) TIME & POSITION,

{vE 6052 ALT. ALOFT FT

f.,._,.g_.-_g-;.
3 31.30N 71,30 W

(3) N/A\ o (15 SR

(o) N/A

() N/A

(z) BEARING 200 DEGREES FROM PAA 301

¢t) DIRECTION OF TRAVEL & SPEEEDs

N/A |

(%) REMARKSS ILLUMINATION WAS VERTICAL & SLIGHTLY FROM THE WEST
z2'p FROM PAA M1ss J

— —
-4d

. S _

L

- —‘:--"r-‘—l u‘EH‘:iL‘




RA 22 R ol
0 SOFc7z TYDSueHQA« 52 L
AR RJELSC - fw: 

D RJEFIHC 8«7

TO COMTR ATIC U///

ET

CESSAGE FROM C-121 TO CONAL, MATS AND AFLREVS AIRUAVSs AT

©sre57 POSITION 31351 71250 OBJECT OBSIRVEL OME AIL OUE HALT TO
w15 1111ES RIGHT OF COURSEe IGHITZC AT KISH ALTITUDE ArD LT LOXG

TRAIL OF SFARIS. AT AEOUT con “2BT OBJECT BURST IiTC Ei SHT GREEK EALL
OF FIREZ LIGHTIIG ZiTIRE REAe FEY NMORE SFARKS OCSERVELDL TLCATILG

-

EARTHWYARD AFTER EXFLOSIOL.. TLIGHKT LEVEL OF ATRCRATT 8770 MSL ENROUTE

nOM DERNMUDA TO CHARLESTCIl, SeCe ~0SSIELY ASSOCIATEL ALX TJ0 NESSACES

‘x4
0

EEING FORWARLED TO YOU ORIZIIATZD EV CONAC rorODLANT SOSLYINy (eie
DTG #5742 AND ©#32Ted2s SINHTINLGS SANE AREA ZV TG PAA AIGCLRATZTe

CCMDR ADC NOTIXIiLlo

-
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S e J-oINT MESSAGEFORM ik cﬂﬁEﬁAbuh‘lED .

SPACE BRLOW ll.l‘lll’%lé FOR COHileC.!ﬂOH CENTER
‘ S

TYPE Check ACCOUNTING ORIG, OR REFERS TO CLAGSIFICATION
)= . ‘ — : SYMBOL OF REFERENCE
ACTION BOOK MULTI IIHYI
INFO ‘ Ju

FROM: SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

COMDR ATIC

pa Dw_;m_mm_ .
AF MISSILE TEST CENTER __
B, FLORIDA /f(’_E SKU

JUNCLASSIFIED/FROM: AFCIN-LEL
Reference is made to following CIRVIS and UFO Reports, HEDUSAF
message 30051, COMACDEFORLANT 5303 and 5305, and USAF 37158 re
C-121 to CONAD, MATS o.nd. ANDREWS, all dated5 July 58, Zone.
Subject.brilliant green ball of fire seen at high aititudes and
leaving trail of speX¥8 by AF C-121 and two PAA transoceanic
airliners in general a.n;. of 31 degrees N - Tl degrees W,
approximately 475 miles East-Southeast of Savannah, Georgia
and almost due West of Bermude.

Object has all characteristics and description of true

'f:;m;-,- -i‘.e. fireball, and is almost exact phenomenon encountered

by PAA airliner 9 March 57, independently concluded to be firebal

by Air Force, CAA and Smithsonian Astrophysical Institute.

TIME

1530
away missiles or other operations in area known to you that could;sm

SIGNATURE \
é. _..-'/... ‘

TYPED (or stamped AME AND TITLE

8| A7 b«%‘ @?

However, request this Center be advised of any firings, run- MT59

8YMBOL

| AFCIN-LEL

T‘-I'Fl; I.IAII_I- AND TITLE (Signature, #f fequired)

Capt G.T. Gregory
PHONE 9]_ - HII 1

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

UNCLASblFItL)

’ ' a ’ "
NR. O
PAGEK

M-S

DD FORM 17 3 REPLACES DD FORM 173, » OCT a9, WHICH WILL BE USED UNTIL EXHAUSTED
. 4 MAY 88
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M.

: SECURITY CLASSIFICATION i

~ JOINT MESSAGEFORM - CON. .UATION SHEET NP o000 ,
3 OQUEIED |

COMDR ATIC | ‘

account for sighting, including any known British operations

s .

in area. This is standard check and investigative procedure.

Expeditious reply desired.
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