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II. DISTRIBUTION: USAF only.

1I1. SUMMARY: This report contains the results of an investigetion
of an unidentified floating object sighted in the GULY OF CAMPXCEXK,
MEXICO, The object im believed to be a weather reporting buoy which
has drifted from its moorings.

IV. IFKVESTIGATORS: Captain Patrick O, Shere, A0-1639638 i
lst Lt Joseph A, Machyowsky, A0-30351529
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UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT BIGHTED IN GULF OF CAMPECHE

PART ONE
I, INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS AND RESULTS:

On 23 October 1838, this organization was directed to investi
gate the sighting of an unidentified object which was mighted
n the GULF OF CAMPECHE on 9 Oct 088 by
Commander of the refrigerator ship,

oot AISE investigating officera, Ceapt. Patrick O, Shere and lst
Lt., Joseph A. Nachyowsky, were dispatched to BROWNSVILLE, Texas, t
interview Capt who, according to AFCIN-1Al, 50013, dtg
2319457 mesmage, wam expected to be in the BROWMSYILLE area batwee
23-25 Oct 58, Updm reaching BROWNSVILLE a Z Oct 58, the
investigating off{cors contacted Capt. employer, tha

BROWNSYILLE BHRIMP EXCHAMGE, BROWKSBYILLE, Tex 15
The Shrimp Exchange indicated that Capt. wves at sea, ‘
sailing for either CIUDAD del CARMEN or MEXICO, Mexico, and

would not be available for interview until an estimated 27 Oct 58
wvhen he was expected back in BROWNEVILLE,

An effort was made to procure air transporta to CIUDAD del
CARMEN, the ultinate destination of Cnpt&, by obtaining
the flying services of the U.8. Border Patrol aircraft, which
occasionally flies into the Hexican interior. This effort was un-
successful since the Border Patrol aircraft wvas under repair, The
investigating officers also considered the feasibility of charter-
ing an aircraft from the local chartering service, but ruled the
possibility out due to the comparatively high cost involved,

After exhausting the possibilities of air transportation to
CIUDAD del CARMEN the investigating officers contacted personally
and interviewed the United States Coast Guard representative in
the area, Lt. J. D, FORD, the Commanding Officer of the USCG Cutte:

"BOUTWELL" .

Lt., FORD was born in CLO¥UIBS, New Mexico and is in his middle
or late forties. He is married and has one son, Lt, FORD has
served in the USCG for 28% years and expects to retire after
thirty years service. During World War II, he was assigned to a
destroyer escort on an anti-submarine duty between BOSTON and the
MEDITERRANEAN, After V-E Day, he was assigned briefly to the
Pacific. He has been mtationed in BROWVASVILLE for approximately
one year, with his previous duty assignment in Florida. He was
éxtremely cooperative and appeared to be thoroughly competent pro-
fessionally, Since his duties entail sailing in the area in ques-
tion, he was more than eager to assist the investigating officers
in determining the identity of the subject object.

Upon being questioned on his kpnowledgeability of Capt.

s sighting of the unidentified floating object, Lt.

URD replied that he had heard nuthinq!ﬁhltluuv¢r of the incident.
After being given a description of Cap¥t. sighting, he
stated that he had never seen a weather buoy comparable to the
description given, EKwwever, he did know that there were weather
buoys anchored in the Gulf of Kexico. Although he had no informa-
tion concerning the sighting, he believed that the Commander of

WARNING: This document rontaine information aflecting the national delense of the Unitad States within the meaning of the
Espionngde Laws, Title I8, U. S. C., Sections 79) and 794. [te transmission or the revelation of its contents in any manner foan
unaufhorized person is prohibited By law. [t may not be reproduced in whole or in part, by other than United States Air Force
Agencing, except by permission of the Director of Intellijence, USAF
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the Eighth Coastal District, New Orleans, La., would probably have
some pertinent information. |

e — —

The investigating officers telephoned the Chief of Operations
of the Eighth Naval District, ¥ew Orleans, La., Capt. R, T,
ALEXANDER, who revealed the following information:

1, After having been notified of Capt. iR 1chting,
the Eighth Naval District head dimpatched the USCG cutter "KIMBALL"
based at YENICE, La., to the area of the sighting (Longitude 9381,
Latitude 1941) for the purpose of conducting a thorough mearch of
the area., The "KIMBDALL" which is radar-equipped, patrolled the
area for 87 hours, between 15 and 19 Oct 58, with negative results.

2., The Eighth Coastal District had investigated the incident
further and had learned that a USCG buoy-laying vessel had anchored
three nev-type wveather buoys along the 25tk parallel of latitude,
and at 80, 92 and 94 degrees Longitude, respectively. It was the
opinion of the Captain of the buoy~laying veassel that, due to the
unusually severe storm activity and resulting strong currents in
the area, one of the new-type buoys probably had broken loose from
its moorings, and had drifted into the area of Capt. KIRKCOHFEL's
sighting., At the time of the telephone conversation between the
investigating officers and Capt. ALEXANDER, the UBCG was in the
process of determining whether one of the buoys had actually broken
loose, as was believed., According to the buoy-laying vessel's
Captain, the appearance of each of the nsw-type buoys correlranted
very closely with the description given by Capt. KIHKCONNEL of hisms
sighting., The Coamst Guard did not possess any photographs or dia-

|
i . |grams of the new-type buoys.

3. CaptaENEUSNNENps sighting had been reported to the United
States Navy, and the Navy did not consider the sighting to be of

sufficiently high priority to merit further investigation,

4. In accordance with existing agreements, the Eighth Coastal
District had reported Clpt.“ sighting to Hqs, ADC, Ent

AFB, Colorado Bprings, Colo,

After conferring with Capt. ALEXANDER stigating offéce
icers contacted, via telephone, Capt he
Shrimp Boat "MATA", the father of Capt! « The

seni ffered additional information concerning the
sighting wvhich had been related to him by his son Walter:

According to the SeniorNNEN., his son had observed the

object in an estimated 90 fathoms of water. The object had
appeared to have an anchor but the son was mot sure. The ojject
had been 2% to 3 feet in diameter, with 6 or 7 feet protruding
above water, and approximately 2 feet submerged beneath the sur-
face, The object had appeared to be comstructed of aluminum and
had been brownish in color. The senior W stated that it
was difficult to accurately determine the color of an object in the
water from the distance his son had observed it., The senior KIRK-
CONNEL also indicated that his son had seen what appeared to have
been object shaped like an automobile tire or an inner tube affixed

to the top of the object. The senior _turth:r reported

e —
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that his son had stated that the object had not looked like any
buoy he had ever seen and that he (the son) had been frightened
by the object and would not it into port for fear it might
exploda. The i-ninr* also mentioned that his mon had
attempted to contact the CG while observing the object but had

failed, He further stated that hir son had the impression the |
object "had something to do with weather."

Following the conversation with Capt - the
UBCG Cutter "BOUTWELL" atte od to make radio contact at 25/22302
vith the refrigerator uhig#t the request of the inves-
tigating officers, The " 8" radioman utilized frequencies
2750 and 2638 and endeavored to establimh contact for over half an
hour, at which time efforts were discontinued. It was the opinion |
of the "BOUTWELL's" radioman that further contact attempts were
futile due to the limited range of the "BOUTVELL's'" radio set and
the estimated distance of thb

—— - S ee—————— e —— - R —

PART "TWO
COMMENTS OF THE PREPARING OFriCkR:

1. The information contained in this report is considered to
be pessibly true. SOURCEs' vary from "A" to "F' in Evaluation.

2. Information received subsequent to the date of investiga-
tion reveals that of three weather-reporting buoys in the Gulf of
Mexico, two have drifted from their original moorings. Of thesme
tvo, it is considered that one, moored to a drogue, is not likely
t0o have drifted to the scene of the sighting. The other, broken
ifrom its anchor, is possibly the unidentified object.
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