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POSSIBLE GRAVE OF ‘AIRSHIP’ PILOT
SOUGHT IN OLD TEXAS COWTOWN

Small gas station at edge of Aurora, Texas, is owned by Brawley Oates,
old well site where strange ""airship” reportediy crashed in 1887. Body of pilot was allegedly recovered at crash site.
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whose praperty includes grove of troes in right backgrourid [arrow) that hides
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(Phote courtesy William Case)

Discovery of a grave suspected to con-
tain the remains of an 1897 “airship”
occupant has put the subject of UFOs back
on the nation’s front pages.

Evidence uncovered late last manth in-
dicates the alleged crash of a strange aerial
device near Aurora, Texas, in April 1897
may be factual, including the reported
burial of a "small man” whose dismem-
bered body was supposedly recovered from
the wreckage and interred in the Aurora
cemetery.

Aviation writer William Case, of the Dal-
tas Times-Herald, has reported to NICAP
that his search for information on the crash
has led to an obscure gravesite marked on-
ly by a small stone on which a crude draw-
ing has been cut of an elongated object.
Although partially obliterated by effects
of the weather, the drawing closely resem-
bles eyewitness descriptions of the object
reported over Aurora on April 17, 1897,

According to Case, metal fragments
found at the aileged crash site have been
submitted to scientists in the Dallas-Fort
Worth area for analysis. Preliminary results

indicate most of the samples are ordinary
materials, although one remains a puzzle.
Dr. Thomas Gray, a physicist at North
Texas State University, says his tests have
shown the unidentified sample is predom-
inately iron and zinc. Unlike most mater-
ials containing large amounts of iron, this
sample Is nonmagnetic.

Early reports from Aurora indicated le-
gal steps had been taken by an Oklahoma
UFEQ group to exhume the body of the
alleged UFO occupant, despite resistance
from local residents. According to Case,
these reports are inaccurate, since no legal-
ly acceptable basis for exhumation has
been gstablished.

tnitial reports of the alleged crash ap-
peared in Texas newspapers on April 19,
1897, The Dallas Morning Mews reported
that early risers in Aurora on April 17
"were astonished at the sudden appearance
of the airship which has been sailing
throughout the country.” The paper said
the object was spotted about 6 a.m. com-
ing from the south at very low altitude.
it passed over the Aurora town square and

moved north towards a small hill owned
by a judge named J.S. Proctor. As it trav-
eled over Proctor’s yard, it struck a wood-
en tower atop his well and exploded. The
blast threw debris over "several acres,”
wrecking both the tower and the judge’s
flower garden. Persons who arrived at the
scene found a badly disfigured body, which
was moved to the Aurora cemetery a few
hours later and buried on April 18.

Reportedly, one of the witnesses to the
explosion was a farmer named James
Stephens, whose son Charles still lives in
Aurora. Now 88, “Charlie” Stephens re-
cently told newsmen he remembers his fa-
ther talking about the incident:

It was just a big light up there, and he
sean it and didn‘t know what it was. He
said, ‘I'm going to Aurora in the morning
and see... They were scared to death; they
didn’t know what it was. They thought the
world was coming to an end. My daddy
often took me up there in a wagon. [ can
show you within 20 feet of where that

{See Grave, Page 3/
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Some Witnesses Report They Are Followed

Sighting ‘Flap’ Continues in S.C.

* Faur red and yellow lights flying
in formation

# A circular-shaped object which
appears to rotate

* Three cylindrical-shaped UFOs
led by a larger, egg-shaped UFO

* A glowing, white triangufar-
shaped UFO

%= A glowing object with antenna-
like devices on its side and a
window near its top

These are the types of reports that are
causing local residents to turn out in re-
cord numbers, night aftér night; in Chero-
kee County, S. C., in hopes that they too
can catch a glimpse of the phenomenon
which has captured the imagination and
interest of this rural area since mid-
winter.

The rash of UFO sightings in Cherokee
County began in January (UFO Investiga-
tor, Aprit 1973} when huridreds of Jocal
citizens began reporting strange sightings
on almost a nightly basis,

Descriptions of  the. sightings have
ranged from faint lights on the horizon to
detailed reports involving objects observed
at close range.

At present, no satisfactory explana-
tioi has been offered by anyone regarding
the hundreds of reports. At one point,
local police declared the sightings were be-
coming so numerous that they had ceased
sending out patrol cars to investigate.

According to one local newspaper,
local citizens in cars, pick-ups, and even
camper trucks, some of them packing
sandwiches and coffee, line the roadsides
and hilltops or travel the isolated country
roads, trying to giimpse one of the
“strange flying objects.”

A number of residents have reported
that their cars have been followed by
brilliant white lights. In one case, a
couple reported they were followed on
two different occasions during one week,
Feh. 13 and 16. On the second occasion,
one of the objects flew so close to the
auto that the woman said her husband
exclaimed, “Well this is it They're
coming to pick us upl”

Another family reported they observed
four objects on Feb. 18 swoop down just
above the tree tops, as though they were
going to land. The UFQs made a wide
sweeping turn, climbed into the sky and
headed toward the Draytonville area. The
witnesses claimed they could detect a
humming sound apparently coming from
the objects as they lifted off.

Another local resident, according to
local newspaper accounts, said he was
close enough “to observe the objects’
superstructures or fuselages.” He said the

three smaller objects were cylindrical-
shaped, while the larger UFO was egg-
shaped. According to the man, they had
rotating or flashing lights around them.
The witness also reported a whining
sound, similar to that of an electric motor,
as the UFQs passed an estimated 300 feet
over his head.

On still another occasion, four residents
of Draytonville reported seeing a “glow-
ing, white triangular-shaped object”” land
on a hillside in a pasture. A second UFO
was sighted hovering ahove the one on
the ground. A few minutes later, accord-
ing to witnesses, the objects turned red
and lifted off.

More recently, some witnesses have
alsg reported a lriangular-shaped UFO,
with “yellow lights all over it and a red
light on the back.” The object stopped,
hovered awhile, reversed its course, and
disappeared as if its Jights had been turned
off.

A resident of Blacksburg said she saw
a silver, cigar-shaped object traveling in a
northeasterly direction early one morning.

Althiough most of the sightings have
been concentrated in the Draytonville
area, virtually all areas of Cherokee County
have produced UFQ reports, including
Macedonia, Beaverdam, White Plains, As-
bury-Rehoboth, Sarratt, Corinth, Cashion
Crossroads, and many other communities.

Conventional explanations, ranging
from helicopters to weather balloons and
airplane landing lights, have been offerad
by some, but most focal residents are
refuctant to accept them.

Parishioners Spot
UFOQ after Service

At least 12 members of the Mt. Cal-
vary Methodist Church in Canton, Ohio,
remain puzzled about the "‘unidentified
something” they spotted darting above
eastern Stark County on March 14, 1973.

According to the Canton Repository.
the object was first spotted by some
church members driving home around
9:30 p.m. from an evening service at the
church. Unknown to the first group of
witnesses, other parishioners, including
the church’s pastor, Rev. Johannes Mass,
were also observing the UFQ at approxi-
mately the same time.

Rev. Mass and his wife said they were
sitting in the living room of their home
at the church when they saw red and
white flashing lights through their win-
dow. They thought at first it was an air-
plane but then noticed it remained sta-
tionary. They estimated it to be 1,000 to

{See Patishioners, Page 4}
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Pilot Chases UFO
in Private Plane

A commercial pilot with more than
5,000 hours flying time claims he chased
a “circular-shaped”™ UFO for several miles
over Farmington, Mo., on April 12, 1973
before it disappeared at a high rate of
speed.

The pilot, Kenneth Pingel, was return-
ing to Farmington Airport with another
experienced pilot, Marvin Colyer, in a
single engine Piper Cherokee about 10:30
p.m. when he claims he first spoited a
strange light off the left wing tip.

According to Pingel, the UFO was a
bright, white-colored object, circular in
shape, which appeared at times to take on
an orange tinge. ‘‘It did not appear to
spin,” he said.

The object, according to the pilot,
appeared to pace the plane as it was
cruising at 150 mph at 3,500 feet about
20 miles north of Farmington. The UFQ,
said Pingel, seemed to give off heat waves
“fike the kind you see on highways during
a hot day.”

“We flew our traffic pattern and were
about to land on the north runway. We
were making our final approach whern we
hoth saw the object which appeared to
give off a bearn of white light,” Pingel said.

Pingel, thinking the object had entered

{See Pifot, Page 4)

Piedmont ‘Lights’
Investigated by
Missouri Professor

A physics professor at Southeast
Missouri State University is seeking addi-
tionaf funds to continue his investigation
of the hundreds of UFO sightings which
have occurred in or afound Piedmont,
Mo., since mid-February (UFO lnvestiga-
tor, May 1973).

“1‘m studying the lights from a scien-
tific point of view,” said Professor Harley
D. Rutledge, head of the university’s
physics department. Rutledge is currently
heading a team of faculty memberss inves-
tigating the UFQ sightings and has been
provided some funds and the use of an
automobile to conduct his study.

“Jf we can get the funding to hire stu-
dents trained in the physical sciences, we
can establish several observation posts at
night,” Rutledge explained.

Preliminary findings have indicated
that some of the strange lights reported in
the Piedmont area appear {0 have followed
flight paths which coincide with radio
beams used by pilots for navigation,
according to the professor.

Two of the beams, according to the
professor, intersect at a location where

{See Professor, Page 4)




UFO INVESTIGATOR/JUNE 1973

Grave
{Continued from Page 1)

thing crashed. it was all burned around
there.”

Stephens added that his father did not
see the object prior to the explosion and
did not view the wreckage until the fol-
lowing day. Stephens said he did not recall
his father saying anything about a body.

In the last week of May, Case located a
91-year-old woman, Mrs. Mary Evans, who
lived in Aurora in 1897 and ¢laims fo re-
member the day the crash occurred. A
teenager at the time, Mrs. Evans told Case
her parents visited the scene of the wreck
and saw the body but would not altow her
to go with them, Her parents described the
man as about four feet tall.

The property where Proctor lived has
been owned for the past 26 years by
Brawley Oates, who now runs a small gas

who normally rules on such matters, would
not likely approve a petition without addi-
tional evidence that exhumation would be
justified, Many of the graves in the ceme-
tery contain the bodies of children stricken
in atyphoid epidemie that hit the Aurora
area the same year of the supposed crash.

The Aurora sighting was only one of
many alleged observations of an airship
traveling over Texas and other parts of the
country in April 1897. Most accatinis de-
scribed the obiect as shaped like a dirigible
and powered by two propeller-type en-
gines, one on each side of the object. Some
witnesses said the airship had a rotating
blade on top, portholes on the underside,
and a bright light at the front. It was re-
ported to move at an estimated speed of
10-12 miles per hour.

The gravestone drawing discoverad by
Case shows a rough outline of what ap-
pears to be a cigar-shaped device with o-
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with no inscription. It was among those
stolen by vandals.

In mid May, a man who gave his hame
as Frank N. Kelley appeared at the Oates’
property and took readings in the chicken
yard with a matal detector. He unearthed
various metal fragments in mounds of dirt
and told newsmen, “Inmore than 25 years
of recovering metal...|"ve never seen metal
like that.” Newsmen who later tried to
contact Kelley discovered the address he
had given them was fictitious. Sources in
Corpus Christi, Texas, where Kelley said
he lived, also reported no record of such a
person. Kelley described himself as a treas-
ure hunter and geologist.

The Aurora case is reminiscent of the
incident that occurred near Alamaosa, Col-
orado, in September 1967, when the re-
mains of a horse named Snippy were dis-
covered on a desert ranch. Specufation
that Snippy had been killed by a UFO
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Gravestone at site where “airship’” pilot may be
buried shows vague outline of what could be
front half of ship. Circles could be windows or
other structural features. Qutline has been

sketched over with chalk to make it easier to -

photograph. (Ehoto catrtesy William Casel

Artist's sketch of “airship” reported over various
towns during Aprit 1897 shows dirigible-like con-
struction and prop-type engines. Object that
crashed at Aurora was reportedly made of “un-
known metal resembling mixture of aluminum
and silver.’” fArt courtesy Southern Living)

In summer of 1896, Catifornia inventor Charles
A. Smith was granted patent for this airship de-
sign, which used screw-propeller and internal en-
gine. Patentapplication said ship wottld be made
of “aluminum alloy’ and filled with “hydrogen
or other gas.” {Art courtesy U.S. Patent Officel

station on it. Oates reports he helped seal

the old well in 1945, along with the local’

marshal!, H.R. Idell, and a nephew. The
site is presently occupied by a chicken
yard, with the former well housing being
used as a coop. The metal fragments re-
moved for analysis were dug up from the
well site and yard.

The Aurora cemetery is owned by a
small association of local citizens, who are
anxiously trying to protect the property
from souvenir hunters. Since late March,
when the Oklahoma group announced
plans to seek an exhumation order, 20
tombstones have been stolen and other
vandalism reported. The association has
been forced to post guards at the site and
may seek a court injunction to keep out
the continuing string of visitors.

Because of the vandalism and other dis-
ruptions caused by the publicity, most of
Aurora’s smal! population is opposed to
any attempt at exhumation. Since the ex-
act gravesite, if not the entire crash stary,
is stil in gquestion, the local county judde,

penings an the bottom and a structural
feature at the nose. Casé says thé stone
has been broken and does not contain the
complete drawing. No trace has been found
of the missing section.

in 1897, bailoon technology was weil
advanced, and motor-driven dirigibles had
heen successfully flown in Europe. Al-
though no evidence exists that inventors
had developed powered airships in the
United States as early as 1897, it is known
that a patent for a seif-propelled dirigible
had been granted by the U.S. Patent Office
in 1896 and a device of this kind was de-
veloped in Texas near the turn of the cen-
tury. It is a matier of speculation whether
unrecorded experimental fiights could ac-
count for some of the airship sightings.

Prior to Case’s discovery of the grave-
site, the Oklahoma group had selected an-
other burial plot as the probable location
of the alleged pilot’s grave. The exact spot
they chose was among other graves known
fo have been dug in the late 1890s. The
only marker at the spot was a small rock

brought news reporters on the run and
triggered a spate of headlines that still turn
up in books on UFOs. |nvestigators even-
tually determined that Snippy most likely
died from an apparent infection associated
with two bullet woundsin its hindquarters.
Snippy's skelaton is presently on display
in an Alamosa pottery shop.

Aurara, Texas, unlike Alamosa, is a vir-
tual ghost town, located some30-odd miles
northwest of Fort Worth in rural country.
in 1897, it boasted a population of 3000
and was a busy stop on the old Chisholm
Trail. Cotton buyers and cattlemen fre-
quented its 15 saloons, generating enough
naws to support a local paper. Some pre-
sant citizens of Aurora have suggested the
airship report was a joke cooked up by rail-
road men, possibly as a stimulus to busi-
ness. Other skeptics point to a 19th-cen-
fury news correspondent named S.E. Hay-
den, whose financial interest in the cotton
trade may have prompted him to indulge
in fanciful publicrelations for Aurora. Hay-
den wrote a story about the Auvora crash.
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TWO GOOFS IN MAY [SSUE

Two errors crept into last month’s news-
letter, the first on page 1, the second on page 2.
The map on page 1 shows a sighting at Philips-
burg, Pennsylvania, that should have been shown
at Phillipsburg, New Jersey. The latter town is
immediately across the Delaware River from
Easton, Pa. The sighting atPhillipsburgaccurred
March 21, the same night of an observation at
Riegelsville, Pa., five miles south of Easton. Our
thanks to MICAP member Susan O'Neil who
caught the mistake. The second error is the
placement of the sketch on page 2, which
should have been shown with the Rhode Isfand
stary, not the Oregon stary. The sketch shows
an object reported by a man in Bradford, R. |,
who said he saw it on the evening of February 10
near his home.

KEYHOE BOOK DUE THIS YEAR

Aliens from Space is the title of Major
Donald Keyhoe's latest book on UFOs, now set
for publication in November. Thirteen years in
the making (UFQ Investigator, August 1972},
the new book promises to be Keyhoe's strongest
statement on the UFO controversy. 1t will be
published by Doubleday.

FEEDBACK,/ Readers wrile

A
Bear Editor:

The intent of this letter is to estimate the
frequency range that was used by the UFO
which was reported on page 2 of the February
1973 newslester, Assuming that those protru-
sions were an antennd system, then the cross-
pole/wire is the antenna. 1 was informed by the
NICAP office that the object’s apparent size was
estimated by one of the witnesses to be 6 faches
wide by 8 to 10 inches long at arm’s length.
The distance from the object was estimated to
be 200 to 300 feet by the woman and 200 to
1000 feet by the man. From these data, | have
calculated the craft's widih to be from 86 to
429 feet. The length of the antenna, as esti-
mated from the witness's sketeh, was about 0.8
of the width. The length of the antenna deter-
mings the frequency of the electromagnetic
waves that were used; i.e. a voltage-feed antenna
is .5w, 1w, etc. Therefore, the jongest w which
was used is four times the length of the antenna.
By using the formula, velocity of light = w x fre-
quency (e = wfl, the smallest center frequency
used was 708 KHz at a distance of 200 feet or
3.6 MHz at a distance of 1000 feet,

The standard observer can easily exaggeraie
the size of an ohject using this method of esti-
mating {i.e. arm’s length). For example, a full
moon may be estimated to be .5 inch in diam-
eter at arm's length; in reality it is about .25
inch. This is an exaggeration factor of 2 to 1.
Taking this into account the Jowest fraquency
would be 1416 KHz or 1.4 MHz at 200 feet.
However, it would be more feasible to say the
object was 86 feet wide using a lowest frequancy
of 7.2 MHz. This frequency band would fall jn
the shortwave and police bands.

Sincerely,
A. J. Haspert, Jr.
Hyattsville, Md.

Dear Editor:

Regarding a point in the /nvestigator, April
1973: In the “Q/A” column, in the “men-in-
black” reply by NICAP, it was stated that John
A. Keel's book Strange Creatures from Time
and Space had "implied that the men in black
were visitors from outer space.” 1've read ail
three of his beoks on the subject, and nowhere
does he state that that is the case. Mr. Keel did
say that the men in black sometimes resemnble
andfor behave [like] certain reported UFQ
occupants, But I'm sure thrat Mr. IKeel would
point out that there is no evidence that the UFO
occupants, UFQs, or the "MIB" come from
outer space.

Sincerely,
David A. Krouse
Wallingfard, Pa.

Editor Replies: Mr, Krouse misquotes NICAP's
statament. It actually reads: "“The book had
implied the man was a visitor from outer space.”
This refers to a specific incident described by
Keel, which occurred in 1967 in West Virginia.
According to Keel, a witness in a UFQ case was
visited by a mysterious “Mr. Brown™ wha was
“drassed in a thin bfack suit with a black tie,
and looked Oriental...AH of the peaple who met
him felt very uneasy about him.” A man claim-
ing to be “Mr. Brown™ telaphoned NICAP in
1972 to protest Keel's description of what
happened, The caller said he had gone to West
Virginia solely out of personal curiosity after
reading UFO stories in the newspaper. He did
not, he claimed, attemnpt to act mysterious. I
the book, Keel concluded: “iVho or wiat was
Mr. Brown? Some UFQ buffs might conclude
that he was realfy a spy fram the CIA playing
pointless games with honest American taxpayers.
But from the general description of his features
and his erratic pehavior he sounds more like
ona of the mischievous idicts who pop out of
flying saucers.” As to whether Keel feels UFO
occupants come from outer space, the title of
his book clearly implies he does,

Pilot
(Continued from Page 2)

the plane’s fiight path, accelerated and
pulled the plane out of its landing ap-
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proach. "1t looked like it was moving at
us at a high rate of speed, so | puiled back
up and flew toward it. it immediately
stopped, reversed its direction and flew
away from us at a high rate of speed.”

According te Pingel, he chased the ob-
ject at 140 mph for several miles before it
disappeared.

“We're both qualified for night opera-
tions and I"ve flown many nights under all
kinds of conditions. This was definitely
not a star or any kind of airplane and
until someone explains to me what it is, |
guess 1'll have to say | saw a UFQ,” Pingel
said.

Other residents of Earmington also re-
ported seeing the strange light that night,
according to local newspaper reports,

Professor
{Continued from Page 2}

many of the “mysterious lights” have
been seen.

Rutledge himself has observed the iigtits
and dascribed one. of them as "a white
light, brighter than any of the, stars,
which did not appear to have any shape.”
He said it passed in front of him and his
companions, heading from north to south,
at an angle of 10 degrees, and was visible
about three minutes. ‘

A chick with the FAA, sald the pro-
fessor, found no airplane flights recorded
over the area af the time in question. -

Equipment currently being used by the
professor and his team includes -radios,
cameras, light spectrum and pofarization
and measurement equipment. Radar and
sound detector devices will be added as
the investigation continues, said the pro-
fessor.

Parishioners

{Continued from Page 2}

1,500 feet away, across a small valley
from their homs, and either on or just a-
bove the ground.

According to Rev. Mass, he and his
wife figured the craft must have been
circular or saucer-shaped because of the
position of red and white flashing lights
which were observed around the object.
They ruled out a “helicopter” because of
subsequent fantastic speeds and maneu-
vers and the complete lack of any sound,
said the pastor.

Other parishioners, on learning of Rev.
Mass's sighting, gave similar accounts of
seeing a mysterious object with [lights
darting about or hovering over various
sections of the county as the witnesses
were driving home on the night in ques-
tion, according to the Repository.
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