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NEW DATA ON HEYERDAHL CASE
Crew Has Three Sightings, Not One -

in follow-up to the srghtmg report .radioed from Thor
Heyerdah!'s papyrus boat, Ra 11, in June (“‘Sighting Advisory,”
UFQ. Investrgator June 1970), NICAP has contacted the boat's
navigator’ and radioman, N.L. Baker, and obtaingd details of

erbOth-the-etiginal report_ -and-two-other sightings.made-by crew-

members during Ra Il's sumfmer journey acioss the Atlantic.
The orlglnal report: turns out to be the second of the, ‘three
srghtmgs The first, which preceded the second by only.a day,
occurred in the early morning hours of June 10, 1970, when
Heyerdahl was alone on deck, standing watch. Hé chanced o

* observe, for a period of a few seconds, a bright orange light "

over the water. Puzzled because there was no reason for a light
& there, he discounted’ the notion he was !ooklng at a
]lght From’ experlence he knew what a shlps |Ight
I(mked like.

The {ollowmg nrght, at, approxlmately the»same tlme, two
, Crev_vmen saw-an’ orange ﬂame moving slowly across the sky. .
y,deflried and trlted to the right;”" the flame eontmued .

|n ‘g-straight -peth for several minutes, then- appeared to change

s cIirect nl end descend As soon as it disappeared behmd the

s

-, Baker, th \} Amerrcan ahdard,

cjown fo'Heyerdaﬁl’ (asleep i e cabmrto'Waken mmefor th‘e S

next Watch Waltmg for Heyerdahl to dréss aad corie on deck

E’Baker que a fmal cheek ‘of the sky and sea. To hIS surprrse
he-noticed a bright ‘silver lighit down on the horizon off the

- starbodrd bow. The light resembled a dome in shape and gave
muoh ‘the same appearance as the rising mcon g

Baker shouted 1o Heyerdahl, who came on deck momen’ts-

later {stiit dressrng} followed by anothier membet of the crew,

. Santiago Genoves, a Mexican anthropologtst As the three men

watched, the light began to groW in size, as though pumped
with air like a balloon. As it expanded, it retained its
hemispherical shape but diminished in intensity.

In taiking with NICAP, Baker emphaslzed that the light
*was many times brighter than the moon'’ and kept its clear
serpi-circular configuration until late in the sighting. It cast a
path of illumination across the water, like a moonbeam, and at
one point sithouetted two smalt clouds that had drifted
- between it and the boat.

Continuing to drstend as Heyerdahl and the others watched,

the light spread out along the horizon like a giant mushroom

. open ocean, could lden,tafy
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cloud. Then, gradually, it began to lose its distinct configura-
tion and became more of a diffuse bright area. After being in
sight for approximately eight minutes, it finally surrendered
all clarity and merged into the night sky.

A Second Ship Reports Same Phenomenon

Unbeknown to the men on Ra i, another acean going
vessel had spotted the strange light of June 30 and was
observing it with equal bemnusement. The ship was the m.v.
Themis, operated by the -Royal Netherlands Steamship Com-
pany of New York. Sailing for Jamaica; the Themis was off
the coast of Florida when the sighting occurred. . .

" The first crewman 1o see the phenomenan, was F. Vrdal-
Gonzalez, a lookout, who alerted Third Officer S. Stoel.
Stoel watched the “bright white crrcle" for a few moments,
then notified Badio Oﬁmer H. Stel and the shlps Captaln,

“A. Jongeling.

Watching from the starboard wing of the ship’s brtdge the
fgur men saw the light expand and illuminate the'sky, around
it. Unlike Heyerdahl they could see it in its entirety, well
above the harizon. Lt expanded jn all directions and exhibited

.the same reguianty -of shape. noted by Bakef,’ before losmg its -

mmtnosuy -and dissolving into the sky.
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Both the Ra, 1! and the’ Thernis repm:ted clear weather .

during the observatlon with only.a smattering. of clouds. The

stars werg out, and Baker particularly remembets the clarity of -

the Milky Way The moan was not dUe to rise for several hours

None of the wrtnesses despite ¢ each’s famlharlty wrth the’

hypothesls ,N}CAP is obtem addrtlcmal |nformatr0n from

What he: saw or offeria likely -

the witnesses, and WIH report on its ln\rest:gatron as soon asall"

-7 ddta have een stud[ed, . N 4y

e CF e ahenm

Heyerdahi Srghtlng Recalls Another

The report from Heyerda‘hl is not the only recent sighting
made by voyagers on the Atlantic. John Fairfax, who Towed

across the ‘Atiantic last year, recarded a sighting in.his log for )

May 5, 1969, as follows:

“I'saw two UFOs shortly after sunset. Since | don't believe

or dishelieve such things, | will report without comment. They-

appeared at 1130 GMT as two very bright ‘'stars, about twice as
bright as Venus. | was rowing at the time and almost dirvectly
facing them. They remained stationary for about five minutes,
then moved erratically for a while, went east again, then'lost
altitude untif they almost touched the horizon. One shot
upward, then climbed fast toward the Ursa Major. 1 don't want
anybody to think that | mistook them for stars. They were not
satellites. | see satellites almost every night. They could not
have been balloons either, because the shadow of the Earth
would have prevented me from seeing them. TheY were a
biuish color. Their show lasted about 20 minutes.”
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First of a Series

POST-MORTEM ON BLUE BOOK
Will the Lid Stay on the Coffin?

On December 17, 1989, when the Air Force announced closure of Project Blue
Book {UFO Investigator, May 1970), same observers had the funny feeling they were
watching the rerun of an old movie. The feeling was fully justified, because aimost 20
years earlier to the day, on December 27, 1849, the Air Force made exactly the same
announceraent -- the only difference belng the Project was not referred to by its

official code name, Grudge, which was. classified at the time.

The 1949 dnfiouncement, of caurse, proved to bea case of crying wolf, since the
Air Force did ript-abandon |nvestlgat|on '6f UEOg at all, as the Pentagen press refease

gaid Tt ﬁad but instead merely reduced it iri scope and shifteq it from special groject .

status o4 routine’ mtelhgence function, Althaugh such-administrative. sielght of hand

met the ‘political’ expedlent of fooling al} of the people most of the time, it-was the

»hegmnmg of the.end for Air Force oredibrlrty msofar as UFQs are ooncerned

Most ‘of thase who reacted with: skeptlmsm 10,the latest termma’oon notice were,’

’ predlctably, observérs who lean toward the grand conspiracy hypothesis. They saw the
: annOUncem
~ what r
T beScatlon that “his- characterazed federa[ ‘involvemenit with the UFO. problern, these

observers insist that ngﬁ-leve{ interest continues in UFOs, all public, pronouncements to_ ‘

“the cantrary only conﬂrmlng the fact.

I, assessmg this . hypdthesrs in lrght of the events of last December, it must be

esis s
e of Ber\Bogic some.cghsideration. shauld be given to the différ

Asard th_af. thehyd

"”v*;--‘press wHo soughﬁ

: / me
the safi Way a har ecl householder \neWS aflcck of burds roostmg on hls T\f antenna i
. By the »same lme of r reasonmg; the sympos;u"m on UFOs scheduled for Decemnber’

- 26-27,. 1969, at” the armual conference of the Amerlcan Association for the Advance
ment of Sc!ence (UFO Inuestlgator May 1970) was, seen as only prolonging Air
Forde grlef wity its UFO ass gnment The decrsron was therefore made to time the
Blué Book announcement whgn it wou Id have the greatest dampening effect o news
of the symposium. That this maneuver- worked as well as hoped is doubtful put it

" doés. not_appear, to have backfired as jts 1949 counterpart did. (Keyhoes article
.generated wndespread interest, desplte the AF announcement.)

The technical reason for the 1949 cancellation was a recommendation made by
Project Grudge in a report dated August 1949, Classified *“Secret,’” the report was not
mentioned in the December 1949 Air Force press release, but it concluded that the
Project should be “reduced in scope” and the basis for this action explained 1o the
public. The wording of the press release was taken in part directiy from the report.

Similarly, the closure of Blue Book was based principaliy on the recommenda-
tion of the Condon Report, which concluded that “further extensive study cannot be
justifigd,” The December 1969 announcement guotes and paraphrases the report at
some length. Curiously, there is no reference to the Grudge Report, although brief
allusion is made to “past UFO studies.”

NEXT: The present status of Air Force interest in UFOs,

gnt a3 juSt .ong mdre rabbit: ‘ini the government’s bag of tricks to cover up )
-helng done to. probe UFOs Citing the long history of secregy and

,e:-peraiiels ‘between he 1949° and 1969 Air' Force actions: - &
__re are str;km‘ The prestidigltation -of 1949 was piannec[ o
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Editorial

There is considerable risk in assum-
ing that patterns in the reporting of UFOs
correspond to actual patterns in the be-
havior of the phenomenon. Reports are
not the same as the events they describe,
and any correlation between the two may
only be accidental.

The popular. tendency is to believe
in UFOs only when sightings are wide-
spread and publicity is high. This is an
error in perspective. Even in active peri-
ods, most sightings are never reported.
Nor is theére any way to know whether
UFQs tend to be present in places where
they can be séen, or whether they tend to
be- sighted "even when citcumstances are
fight. Our knowledge of the phenomenon
is sxmplv too- fragmentarv to permit any
conelision” as 'to what. significance to
attach to'the ebb and ffow inreports. The
ﬂuctuations miay be=far more a funotion

" of -humarn psychology and ‘thesocial ‘cli-

mate than a 'Eu nctlon of the phenomenon.
. Tn any event it'ls ‘impérative that
we contmue our research and not lose
sight, of ‘our objectwes “The mas$ media
did not create UFOs, ‘ahd the mass media

ithodt Tfs merits: Nonetheless, before too much weight cannot make UF 05 dlsappear N[CAP has

P‘f‘frOjECt Bl"e Book

enit | 'acutewfor thesé e?fcrts

iy j‘toe, apd ot e?r wrlters, were precrpttatrng—.‘,. age -
/; thie Air Force” regarded UFOs as explainabie' L TEET
'to the mrhtarv Members of the popular LS

Y
»especiali\[ unfortunafe 1f!1E Were: Gadsed
by a failure_jn “petspective on the part of
those who have dontributed the most to

keeping ‘the research ative.

Wheti BTue Book closed, NICAP. |ssued
a press release- stat[ng in part “The Air
Force decision . .. is a welcome develop-

" ment. 1topens the way fora fresh lcok at

the UFQ problem: UFOs ¢an now be given
the serious scientific attention they .re-
quire, free from military considerations.”

These were not idle words. The 1970s-

can be the beginning of an important new
period for UFO research. Science no
fonger has the excuse that "the govern-
ment is investigating the problem.” The
nature and origin of UFOs are still open
questions, crying for examination by
qualified researchers, and no amount of
change in the incidence of sightings or the
leve! of publicity can alter that fact.
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DATE: Early 1950
LOCATION: Newport News, Virginia

An unusually good, but never re-
ported, sighting by an East Coast en-
gineer and his wife has been uncovered
by NICAP. Obtained by chance through
_ personal sdrces, the report dates back to
- the edrly 1950s, when the modern period
of snghtmgs was still in its childhdod. The
witnesdes ‘are ng longer sure aof the exact
datef having made na-record at the time
~and been exc‘”edlngly relyctant to discuss
thé molc[entdurmg mtervenlng years.. Few
- of 'thieir-close relatwes and fewer of their
best frlehds know the couple had, this
experience

. The? husband is’a mechanicai en-

meer wuth extenswe background in the
deslgn ‘and- constructlon of Iarge ships, At
the time of the slgh’cmg, he was ermiployed
A tha Newport News Shipbuilding and

Drydock Company of. Virginia, one of the -
rargest shipyards in the world. Bath ha

§ w:fe"are co[lege educated and
g il At[antlc states‘ Both

occu rred

“Fg-

1950 g

during the -evgnings 1o help meet the

" escalated demands for mllltary hardware.

"On the dav in.question, the fwo thnesses
- had ﬂnlshed an early supper and were re-

- turnmg “to the shipyard- in, their car to-

drop the hu:sband off for the 6 p.m. over-
time shift. His wife was driving.

Both- recall -the weather ‘as clear
without clouds, The sun was low in the
west but stifl well above the horizon. The
couple drove up to one of the shipyard’s
main entrances and turned left onto a
side street. Pulling up to the curb and

stopping to let her husband out, the wom- .

an looked out her window and noticed
something in the sky, apparently hovering
over the yard. It looked to her like “"the
top of a mushroom® -- geometric in shape,
smooth surfaced, and somewhat flattened
across the bottom,

- th best of thelr recollect[on ;
the object was seen in “the summer* of
51 “The Koreah War had started -
and“‘the*husband was- ~wod<|ng overtime

eir ,-3(fs when the Skghtll‘lg""

Knowing her husband’s bent for
mechanical things and his familiarity with
aircraft as well as ships, she called the ob-
ject to his attention and asked him what
it was. Unable to see it clearly from his
seat, he got out of the car and fooked
back over the automobile in the direction
his wife indicated. The object was in per-
fect view.

He described the UFO as a rim-
less pie-plate, inverted, with a crisp metal-
lic appearance. Extending downward from
what seemed to be an orifice in the cen-
ter of the object's underside was a ver-
tical shaft of vapor, white in color. The
engineer estimated the object to be rough-
ly 2000 feet above the shipyard, with the
vapor trail projecting some 100 to 300
feet down. The object was completely
stationary, with no localized motion and
no sound.

While his wife watched from the
car (with her window down), the man de-
cided to miove to another position .in
hopes that a differerit viewing angle
might shed some fight — figuratively it

not literally -- on the identity of the |

object. He walked to the corner of .the
“main street, stopped momentarily to ‘ob-

serve the UFQ, then crossed the streét -

and stopped again to look up from one of
the shipyard's entrance ramps. A~ tree
mterfered with his view in that spot, so

he' moved farther up the ramp uritil he

¢leared the tree,

. At approxlmately this po;nt the -
husband remembers seeing another man’
walking .within shouting distance up . the
‘stTEet Ca!llng 10, him‘ the husband med K

Page 3

to get the man’s attention without leav-
ing the ramp {and thus having to divert
his eyes from the object). The man, how-
ever -- apparenily not hearing - turned
and disappeared into a doorway.

Another minute or so passed as the
object continued to hover. Then, sudden-
ly, it began to move upward, in noiseless,
stable flight. Within what seemed like
only seconds, it increased speed and ac-
celerated out of sight in a southeastern
direction (toward the Atlantic Ocean).

Later recalling the incident, the
hushand expressed amazement at the
manner in which the UFO departed.
“The rate of climb,” he said, *'was faster
than any aircraft | know. And | lived
near Langley Air Force Base for 18 years,
including World War 11"

Both husband and wife commienied

. on the.clarity of the object during the

entife course of the sighting. The sun was
always to their backs as they watched,
and except for the brief fmoment when
the  tree. blocked - the - husband's view,
thefr individual vantage poinis were un- -
obstructed.. The.only point on which

their testlmony does not agree is that of

the vapor trail, which the wife does not .
recall seeing.-

NICAP - will attermpt to determme
the date of this sighting, in order that
further investigation can be made into
the possibility of other witnesses or other
mght:ngs at that ‘approximate time and

place. Checks will also be made - if the
date can be pihpointed - of whether -~

any. known actswty in the area could have

~some bearmg onthecase.. . - - _-
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BOaARD

MEMOS
FOR
MEMBERS

PLEASE RENEW PROMPTLY,

When your membership is due i expire, please
remember: if you delay in renewing, or let your
membership expire before renawing, or fail to
renew, you make it difficult for us to budget
our funds and maintain the continuity of our
programs This in turn means increased admin-
istrative costs and (ess money for the real work
of NICAP. By renewing promptly when you
receive your first notice, you help us make
maxlmur use of our money. You also avoid
the risk of missing issues of the newsletter.

CORRE CTION

ln the article on the Klass-Allen bet [""News
" gommentary;’ UFD ‘[nwestigator, June 1970),
the.last name of M. Alleri was mistakenly given
-1, a8 Gorddn, - -The Gofrect’®namé is William G.
" Allens Our, apulogles to Mr, Allen and to our
readers :

YES, BACK ISSUES ARE AVAILABLE,

To the members who have asked — yes, copies
of the UFO Investigator are available, We don't
have ail issues, but the gaps don't begin until
August-Septernber 1965 {Vel. LI, No. 4}, When
you order, specify which issues you want and
whether there are alternate issues we can sub-
stitute if we don't have your first choices. Be
sure to include payment (in U.S, currency), The
price is $.50 for one issue, or three for $1.00
{postpaidl. Remember that we abandoned the
Valume/Number system when we revamped the
newsletter earlier this year. The new issues
carry only a date. The first cne published
was May 1970,

COLOR PLEASES ALMOST EVERYBODY,

A handful of our members has expressed dis-

approval of the colared paper we are using for
the newsletter. Their objection is that it is hard
to read. While we don‘t find this so, we admit
our eyesight may differ from sorneona afse’s.
However, we have recewed 50 many letters ap-
proving of our new 'tormat, we hesitate t0'go

bagk to wh;te papér. So-td those few of you -

who prefer white, we hope yol th hear with

" us. Perhaps we can shift later to g lighter -~

color )
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WHY USE A MIDDLEMAN?

Do you subscribe to the newsletter through a
braker or subscription agency? If so, why not
save us and yourseif money? By subscribing
directly, you help us avoid extra administrative
problems, and you avoid middleman fees. Since
you have to put a check in an envelope anyway,
why net let it be to us? Just enclose your
renewal form with the payment.

LOGO PINS ARE SELLINGWELL.

Qur members have responded favorably to the
new NICAP logo lapel pin. Orders are coming
in steadily, and the manufacturer assures us the
pins will be ready for shipment in a few weeks,
If you would like to order a pin but do not
have, an order form, send us a posteard, We
will be happy tor mail you as many forms as
you need.

REPLY ENVELOPES ADDED

As promised, we are now, including self-ad-
dressed return envetopes’ wnth renewal not:ces
Arso, we have added to the notices - QUF new .
address, as somie of you suggested. We hope
these ¢hanges will make. |t gasier for - members

to renew . .

T plawng in the aconomgc grdwth of this country, o

':'potEntlalﬁ
it has not: be
“'grou,nd and Jl"l the
" the mayazine, “you w

3

arm_har W|th

lndmatlons, 'is U
growth in’ today's raqreatronal ‘market. Moun-
taineering, back packing, caving; diving, canoe-
ing, and. kayaking, not to’ mention rockhound-
ing, archeology, artifact hunting, natural his-
tory, and conservation arg all enjoying more
and more popularity each day. And The ETM
Log is the only publicatton that” covers these
fields with the articles and practical information
people are looking for,

To permeate this market and develop- the
magazine's inherent potential, Chuck and |
have worked up a 30-month growth program
in presentation form, which details the facts
and figures reqeired to put the plan into action.
My hope is that you and your rmembers would
be in a position to recommend individuals who
are aware of the role outdoor recreation is

get gt O‘ff the-

: hllcation whlch from alI“

= P R T LT e

and who wwoutd 1ike to share .ifthis growth,
through The ETM L.og. Copies of .the growth
program are avaulable from e at P.O. Box
1630, Annapolls, Md. 21404, I'l be more than
happv to sénd- apresentatron packggg tcrpnnc:‘

terestlng enough io rn’-aerlt further mvestlga ofi.
) ’ Wlth best WjSh e,

AIWynT Perrln‘
o PE:bIlsher

Dear Edit tor: v
YGUr plctu reof Mars m the Ma\? 1ssue woqrd
mdlcate ‘that the*“féaturetess ter‘ram“ may.hav?

polir axns, hnd gwen rnsé to wha‘t- Dr‘ hqmanue!

Wor!ds in Comsran) descnbes as‘the umversal

" report_that about 1600 B.C. in many paris of

the. Eartli, the Sun did not rise in -the East.
I¥ we sippose this blow came “Frdm Mars, vwe
have & clie to where UFOs mdy have qrtg:nated
1t Mars proves to have been "hounting around"
§#-1600 .B.C., or if Venus "took a close ong”
about that'timeé frgm e:ther Mars or Eiarth we

might fmd there was once a civilization superior

to ours on either one of these planets, and that
the so-calted flying saucers did not fly hege in
the first place, but were brought heré aboard
the planet on which théy were built. They
probably had only a short hop to begin with,

probably just prior to a rear miss or an actual.

collision.
tf this interests your readers, please let me
krmw. { would welcome discussion by experts.
Y ours truly,

Justin Miller

Upper Marlboro, Md.

ho flnd, the toncepit of the:roagezife -

b - S -

Veukovskv {authgr of Earth in -Uphgaval 1 and: Talks after 19 Years

NICAPS anrd of Govern,rs has asked
Major * Donald “Keyhoe, - NIGAP "Director -
Emerltus te serve as,technlCaI secretarv

Man ancLNon«man. .
Suppose the Astronauts Found quf “of
ET1? -Exclusive [nterview thh NASAs .
Exobloiogy Chief '

Mars:
Mare on Those Mysterious Moons — The
Question of Artificiality fmpends
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