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Why I Beli

By MAcKINLAY KANTOR

Pulitzer Prize-winning author of “Andersonville”

The noted writer—co-author with Gen. Curtis
E. LeMay of ‘“Mission with LeMay. My Story’'—
tells of the strange personal sighting that
convinced him that UFOs are real




in Flying Saucers

Well, to begin with, I saw one.

But for some years previously I had
believed that Unidentified Flying Ob-
jects must exist. I'd heard the calm testi-
mony of too many experienced pilots
and other observers, not to believe.

Let’s say that you are a skeptic—the
same sort of grimly determined Doubt-
ing Thomas that I used to be. Would
your skepticism still prevail if you could

hear the dry steady voice of Gen. Curtis
E. LeMay saying—as indeed I've heard
him say:

“Repeat again: There were some cases
we could not explain. Never could.”

When I first spotted the UFO it was
hanging motionless in the sky.

I looked at my wristwatch. 6:07 p.m.

The date was January 4, 1954, a Mon-
day. The place: My own beach on the

Continued




Gulf of Mexico, about five miles from down-
town Sarasota, IFla., on an island called
Siesta Keyv.

On viewing the UFO, I felt a great wave
of thankfulness. By golly, 1 thought, at last
it's here. Now I don’t just have to believe.
Now I know.

It looked like the top third of an apricot.
The sun had fallen below the horizon a few
minutes before, and earth and Gulf were
now in shadow. But that object in the sky
still gleamed brightly. 1 assumed that the
orange coloration came from the sun’s re-
flection on a curved surface of metal or
some similar substance, rather than from
any light radiating from the critter’s inte-
rior. Also, there seemed to be some sort of
rim around the bottom.

It was at too great a distance: I couldn’t
tell whether there were any windows or
ports. And, both on the right and left sides
of the curved body, dark shadows came up
to claim the surface and accentuate a bril-
liant sheen on that portion of the curve
nearest me.

I noted the position, and approximate
height above some pines. I nailed the thing
to its relationship with the tallest two trees:
It was directly above them. Later 1 used
instrumental aid to determine the exact
height at which the object had hovered
above the horizon. Eleven degrees up. As
for a compass reading, the bearing would
have been anywhere from 187 to 192 degrees.

[Continued on page 198]

Former Air Force Chief of Staff, Gen. Curtis E. Le-
May, discusses book he co-authored with MacKinlay
Kantor aftzr retiring from active duty.
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Maj. Hector Quintanilla Jr. is head of the Air
Force’s Project Blue Book, which investigates
and evaluates reports of UFOs,

Are you up-to-date
on UF0s?

Almost 10,000 UFO sightings have
been reported to the Air Force since 1947,
when it set up Project Blue Book, the
official U. 8. agency that analyzes and
evaluates flying-saucer reports. There have
also been sightings unreported to the
project.

Not one has ever given any indication
that it was a space vehicle under intelli-
gent control, according to the Air Force,
although the Air Force cannot account for
the origin of many UFOs.

Maj. Hector Quintanilla Jr., chief of
the Project, says, ‘“We have determined
in the vast majority of cases what the
stimulus of the sighting was—stars that
seem to move, operational and experimen-
tal aircraft, satellites, balloons, or just
plain hoaxes.” But he concedes that the
origin of at least 672 UFOs has not been
accounted for. The Air Force has no rea-
son to believe that any of the UFOs un-
accounted for came from another planet.

“There’'s no question that the people
who spot UFOs see something,” says Dr.
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Flying saucer in flight was the report Project Blue
Book office received on this picture taken in 1957
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Socorro, N.M., policeman Lonnie Zamora watches

A. F. investigator Maj. William Connor use Geiger
counter to check area in which he sighted UFO.

J. Allen Hynek, chairman of Northwestern
University's Dearborn Observatory and the
Air Force's chief scientific consultant on
UFQOs. ‘‘But the majority of cases we can’t
explain result from the fact that we don't
have anything tangible that can be measured
scientifically.”

“I'd like to see just one piece of a UFO,"”
Quintanilla says. His office at Wright-Pat-
terson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio, has
received all kinds of materials purporting to
be pieces of flying saucers. But analysis of
the samples has always shown them to be
of earthly origin.

“We're certainly not trying to hold any-
thing back,” Quintanilla says. “The Air
Force would have a lot of technical knowl-
edge to gain from examining a real UFO.”

UFOs are reported by people from all
walks of life. ““We accept every report as
valid,”” Quintanilla says, ‘‘unless there is
evidence to substantiate a report as a hoax.”

Eighty percent of the cases are easily
solved. ‘“We have all the resources of the fed-
eral government at our disposal and much
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at Alamogordo, N.M. Photo analysis revealed the
“‘unidentified object’’ to be a lenticular cloud.

Flying light source over Sherman, Tex., was photo-
graphed by TV newsman last August. Air Force has
not been able to determine what it was.

of private industry also,’”” Quintanilla says.

One case still “‘bugs’’ Quintanilla. In the
late afternoon of April 24, 1964, Patrolman
Lonnie Zamora of Socorro, N.M., was chas-
ing a speeding car on U.S. 85 when he heard
an explosion. He immediately turned off
the road and saw a white, egg-shaped ve-
hicle, like a car standing on end. One or
two men he believed to be occupants of the
vehicle were standing alongside.

Then smoke and flame began to spout
from the bottom of the thing and Zamora
ran behind his car to shield himself. The
vehicle rose to about 20 feet, hovered for
several seconds, and then flew off. There
were no other witnesses, but Air Force in-
vestigators found a great deal of physical
evidence they could not explain—burnt vege-
tation and indentations in the ground.

Quintanilla thought the UFO might have
been an experimental lunar-landing vehicle.
“I've spent a lot of sleepless nights over
that case,” he says. “It has been well in-
vestigated and analyzed by experts. But it's
still a mystery.”
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It won't cost you a cent to learn all the
facts about using hand hacksaws, power
hacks and band saws. That's what our
34-page booklet, “Sawology,” is all about.
Plenty of illustrations, plenty of clear de-
scriptions, plenty of important facts every
home craftsman should know about saws
and their uses.
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THIS COUPON. |
i
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|
SAYS, IT'S FREE. :
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525 NICHOLSON <5 |
Nicholson File Company, Providence, Rhode Island !
Files « Rotary Burs « Hacksaw and Band Saw Blades :
Hole Saws « Ground Flat Stock - Industrial Hammers |
_____________________________ |
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Why | Believe in Flying Saucers
[Continued from page 7T4]

As for true altitude and size, there was
nothing to do but guess and wonder. The
UFO had to be somewhere out over the
Gulf of Mexico. Since I didn’t know its size
I couldn’t establish any true altitude. Nor
could I do more than guess at its distance
from me.

The thing was motionless. It moved
neither to right nor left, for a matter of
minutes. It did not appear to become any
larger; hence it was not advancing. Tt did
not appear to become any smaller; hence
it was not receding.

The instant after I had checked the time,
on first viewing the object, T began to yell
for my wife. I bellowed her name several
times. No use. The house was less than
100 yards from where 1 stood, but she
and some friends, who had been visiting us -
through the New Year’s holiday, had the
hi-fi turned on and didn’t hear me.

On the next property an old man stepped
onto the beach, Dr. Gillespie who had rented
the place for the season. I headed for him
as fast as I could move.

“Doctor! Doctor! Look!” I pointed as
T ran. He stared, turned, gazed toward the
sea. When I reached him he was looking
a little too far to the west, and I put my
arm around his shoulders and turned him
more toward the south.

“Above the trees! Don’t you see it?”

“T see it,” he said, “but I can’t make
out just what it is. Doesn’t that look like—?
Isn’t it two airplanes refueling in midair?”

“If it’s two airplanes refueling in mid-
air, aren’t they headed in opposite direc-
tions?P”

The doctor chuckled. “Guess they are.”

“But, Doctor, that thing’s absolutely mo-
tionleqs It doeqn’t move to right or left.”

“I guess you're right.”

At that moment the ob]ect took off. It
started with unbelievable speed, moving
on a diagonal line, ascending as it receded
into the southwest.

I didn’t take my eyes off the thing. It
was really traveling. T had never seen any-
thing hurtle so rapidly except a meteorite.
I have messed around with the Air Force
for a good long generation, and have poked
my nose into two wars.

I know of no aircraft which might move
with such terrific speed through our atmo-
sphere. Then it was gone.

The time was 6:11 p.m.

Continued
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Why | Believe in Flying Saucers

Did anvone else on Siesta Key happen to
see that thing?

Damned if I know.

Next moming 1 drove to MacDill Air
Force Base at Tampa, to report the inci-
dent to Col. Michael McCoy, who was then
commanding a bomb wing.

At MacDill, T found Mike McCoy in his
office, and proceeded to sit down and tell
him the whole story. 1 drew some sketches,
too. When I was through, Mike sat tugging
at his red-gray moustache.

“Well, what do we do, Mack? Send a re-
port to Project Blue Book at Wright-Patter-
son Air Force Buse?”

“No,” I said. “T guess not.”

“You saw it, didn’t you?”

“Yes. But if we send in this report, some
character will come along and tell me pa-
tiently that what T saw was the planet
Venus or the planet Mars or the star so-and-
so, or a Navy balloon, or a conventional
aircraft; or that maybe I was the victim of
an illusion induced by hysteria.”

“Exactly,” said Colonel McCoy. “That's
what theyre always saying. Let’s just for-
get it.”

“I won't forget it,” I told him. “TTI re-
member it.”

Recently Curt LeMay and 1 were dis-
cussing UFOs while I worked with him on
his autobiography [Mission With LeMay.
My Story, by General Curtis E. LeMay with
MacKinlay Kantor. Doubleday, 1965].

Let me quote a few lines from what
General LeMay had to say about UFOs.

“Some natural phenomenon might us-
ually account for those sightings which had.
been seen and reported, and thus explain
them. However, we had a number of re-
ports from reputable individuals (well-ed-
ucated, serious-minded folks—scientists and
flyers) who surely saw something.

“Many of the mysteries might be ex-
plained away as weather balloons, stars, re-
flected lights, all sorts of odds and ends.
I don’t mean to say that, in the unclosed
and unexplained or unexplainable instances,
those were actually flving objects. AlL T can
say is that no natural phenomena could be
found to account for them. . . .

“Repeat again: There were some cases
we could not explain, Never could.”

It’'s 12 vears since I saw my first UFO.
Maybe it will be my only one. I've never
seen the shine of one since. But I'm al-
ways watching. &
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