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Department of Justice,
Atten, Mr, 3. Bigar Hoover,

Washington, D. €. ALL "FORMATION CONTAINED

M IS UNCLASSIFIED
Desr Mr. Hoovers .‘_ S 7.4 g0 B¥ é’fﬁgglj ,‘, d'z g

The sppended article was printed in th.)‘lvv !ork mos issus of M

September 22, 1940 and Sf based en proven fects ,should be of vital importance to

War Departiment as well as to that ef sther nations mow esntrollea oy insanes dictato:

If au the auther states,the telsfores has ceem perfected by Mikola Tesls,i
would be & messpurs of feresightedness te insure kis esmstant gusrding agaimet his b
molested ,possibly kidnapped and tewritured,by alien emenies fer the purpose of seiziy

the secret of such an inwalumble instrument of war and/er defense

The feregming is offered just in ense the articlie amd its infermmces have m0
been called ts your attemtion.

Yery truly ‘yu-n
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_ . insuperable obstacle. But timeg be-
NYTamE2__T/vy /40 | what they are, and with the
m‘tion gotting ready to spend bil

& L] -
¢ Death R.ay ' for Planes lions for ﬁuom_dcunui, at the
Nikols lesle, one of the same time taking ix oconsideration
great invintors who celebrated hip|the reputation of Mr. Tesla as an
sighty-f h birthdsy on July 10, inventer who llwo.)_rl Was many
tells “the|l writer that he siands | Ysars ahead of his time, the ques-

rapady to'sudivulgs to the United
States Governmant the sscret of his
“teleforce,” with which, he said,
sfrplane motors would ba meited at
& distanos of 250 miles, so that an
invisibla Chiness Wall of Defanse
would be bullt around the country
against any attempted attack by an
lc:x:my air force, no matter how

ge.

This “‘teleforos,” he said, is based
on an entirely new principle of
physiczs that ‘‘no one has ever
dreamed about,” different from the
principle ambodied in his inventions
relating to the tranamission of alsc-
trica] powsr from a distancs, for
which he has received a number of
basio tents. This new typs of
force, Mr. Teala naid, would oper-
ate through a beam one one-hun-

dred-millionth of a sguare canti-|land

meter In diameter, and could be
generated from a special plant that
would oost no more than $2,000,000
and would take only about three
months to construet.

A dozen such plants, locstsd st
strategie points along the cosst, ao-
ocording to Mr. Tesla, would be
snough to defend s ocountry
sgainst all possible aerlal attack.
‘Fhe besam wopld melt any engine,
wheiher Dissel or gasoline-driven,
and would also ignite ths explosives
aboard any bomber. No possible
defenss agsinat it could ba devised,
he ssserts, as the beam
all-penstrating. -

High Vacvtum Xliminsted

The beam, he states, involves fo
nsw inventions, two of whigh al.

ready have been tested. Ohe of
thess Is a method and ajparsius

| doul

yroduci
clsctrion! repe
This would be the projector, or
gun, of the system. The woltage
for propelling the beam to its objec-
tive, according to the tnventor,
will attain a potential of 50,000,000 .
volts. N
With this enormous , he
said, microscopic electrical partl
cles of matter will be catapultad on
their niission of defensive destruc.
tion. He has besn working on this
invention, he added, for many ysars
and has recently made & number of
improvements in it. Py
Mr. Tesla pakes ons important
stipulation. Should the government
decide to take up his offer he would
go to work mt once, but they would -
have to trust him, He would suf-
fer “‘no interference from e’ {2
In ordinary times such & condi-{-
tion would very likely interpose an

tion arises whether it may not be
advisabla to take Mr, Tesia at his
word and commissjon him to go
ahead with the cdnstruction of his
teleforce plant.

#$uch a Devics “Invaluablie™

After all, $2,000,000 would be rela-
tively & very small sum compared
with what is st stake. If Mr, Tesle |
reatly ftulfilis his promiss the re-
sult achisved would be truly stag-
gering. Not only would it save bil-
lions now planned for air defense,
by making the country absolutely
impregnable against any air attack,
but it would also save many more
billions in property that would |
otherwiss bs surely destroyed no
matter how strong the defenses are
a3 witheas curreat svents in HEng-

Take, for exmmpls, the Panama
Cansl. No matter how strong the
defeanses, a sulcide squadron of dive
bombers, according to soms ex-
perts, t succesd in getting
through and ocauss suck damage
that would make the Canal! un-|
usable, in which case our Navy
might find {taslf bottled up.
Considerlag ths probabilitiss In |
the case even If the chances wars
100,000 to 1 mgainst Mr. Teals the
odds would still be largely in favor
of taking a chance on apending
§$2,000.000, In the opinion of the -
has known Mr, Teals
for maDy years and can tastify that
e #til’ retains full inteliectual

o' r, the authorities in charge of

§ the national defenss should
at ot}eeu::‘ek ‘!f?te téh- matter. Tha
sum is grificant comparesd with
the magnitude of the
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7' I wish to scknowledge i of your o
latter dated upt.-bu- %, 1940, W vm: n- p o
-‘h‘"‘.‘ L LR S

" .'."‘

. Your ecurtesy aad hhrut in tt'l.ulu
" this information to my attention are indesd
appreciated, and you may be assured your letter
will receive appropriats consideration.
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FB1 WYC ! 1-12-43 11-06 PM wES N
DIRECTOR , :

VEST O .J::
UNSUBS ==~ EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF N :
CEASED, -RadeWX ESPION = M, RETEL UNDER ABOVE EEADING TO BUREAU

FROM THIS OFFICE BATED JAN NINE LAST. INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT TESLA DIE
JAN EIGHT, RATHER THAN THURSDAY, JAN SEVEN, AS SOMSEEMNEX STATED IN
REFERENCE TELETYPE, ON THE NIGHT OF JAN EIGHT, snv;g;osauov:cH, GEORG
¥CLARK, AND KENNETH-SVEEZEY WISITED TESLA-S HOTEL WI REPRESENTATIVE
OF SHAW WALKER CO. IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA.
KOSANOVICH LATER REPORTED TO WALTER GORSUCM, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY
CUSTODIAN, NYC, THAT NE WENT INTO THE ROOM IN ORDER TO SEARCK FOR A
VILL OF TESLA, KOSANOVICH AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE
IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE ASST MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT
YET KNOUN, AFTER THE SAFE WAS OPENED, SWEEZEY, TOOK FROM THE SAFE A
BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVE
TY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEEZEY.
XOSANOVICH TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESLA, TWO BEING EN-
LARGED NEWSPAPER PICTUREX., ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANO-
VICH HIMSELF, NOTHING ELSE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE
SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A NEW COMBINATION, WKICH COMBINATION I$
NOV IN POSSESSION OMEBSWNESX KOSANOVICH, ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN
NINEASORSUCH AND MMMMMX FTI2GERALD OF ALIEN PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO
HOTEL'AND SEIZED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, CONSISTING OF ABOUT 1Wo
TRUCKLOANDS OF MATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO
THE MANHATTAN STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NY, WHERE THEY ARE NOW LOCATED
AT THAT BMMWX TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE APPROXIMATELY
THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH KAD BEEN THERE SIN
ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR., THESE HAVE ALSO MMMSMSWX BEEN SEALED AND
ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTYCUSTODIAN, IN VIEW OF FACT TESL
IS A US NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PRPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS THAT ITS
JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY 1S DOUBTFUL BUT AGEWWX FEELS THAT NO OTHER
AGENCY WILL BE ABLE, TO GET GMEX TO THIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TVO DAYS
COPIES DESTROYEDJ/, I%I; Inr FORMAT
TIN
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PAGE TWO b -
AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR WILL BE
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTYINTO HIS CUS-
TODY. TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, AMMGSEMENX ALLEGED BY INFORMANT
FITZGERALD IN TRIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN

A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS
THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY

FOR FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS OVED HOTEL, THIS BILL IS STILL OWED AND EGTEL

APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL®
PEERKX DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN RROPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE-
PORT HE WAS wemmeX VERY ECCENTRIC IF NOT MBS MENTALLY DERANGED DURING
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT
INVENTOR., THEREFORE, ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE
PRIOR TO THAT TIME. KXOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED
HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NoOUu
QUOTE MEBMMENNEK PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP-
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE, UNQUOTE,
SWEEZEY IS A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO
IS ®EEEKY DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING A BIOGRAPHY OF TESLA AND THERFORE WOULD
LIKE TO OBTAIN CONTRQL OF HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK., CLARK 1S5 EMPLOYED
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSOPROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER
TO USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY, TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE, IT IS
DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL OF IT. SUGGEST THAT,
IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH-
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON WX COULD NOT BE REVIEWED WX

WK EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVEL-

OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED.
FOXWORTH

END NYC S2 WHS
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UNKNCWIN SUBJECTS. ANy =XPERIMENTS AN
TESLA, DECEASED, ESPIONAZE - M. NIKOLA TEISLA, ON
STANDIQ SCIEZNTISTS IN THIZ ELECTRICAL FIELD, DIED
ZEN FORTY THREIE AT THE HCTEL NI YORKER, NLW YCRY R
‘TIF"TILh, HI COLDUCTED MANY IZVFIZIIMENTS I CONNZCT
TRAGSMISSICON OF TLEZCTRICAL POLZR AND HeMmgms J-AT
THE DEATH RAY. ACCORDINC TO INFORMATION FURNISHED
THRTE SIX FIFTH AVENUE, NE# YORK CITY, THE NOTES ANE : :
EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE TOGETHER WITH DESIGNS OF ! N % Y TU
VITALTZE THEM ARL AMONG TESLAS PERSONAL EFFECTS, AN v 2 Vg
TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEM OR TO KEEP THEM FROM FALLINGZSNEENEANEEAF S
- , UNFRIENDLY TO THE WAR EFFORT CF THE UN NN
ING TO SPANZL, A DISTANT RELATIVI OF TESLA, NAMEID ¢
“AS INTENSELY TISLIKED BY TESLA, 1S TAKING STEPS T{
THESE IMPORTANT DOCUMNTS AND PLANS, SPANEL BELIEVS® HERE IC A
STRONG LIVILIHGED THAT KOSANCVICH WILL MAKE THIS MATERIAL AVAILAELE TO

. TC THI ENEMY, SPANEL ALVISED G TWO HEADIUARTERS IN WASHINGTO!L, AS \
JILL AS MR MORKIK OF THE DEPARTKENT OF JUSTICI IN WASHINCTON, CONCERING
THE AECVE. SPALZL WAS ALSC INTELEPRCNIC COMNUWICATION WITH @@ i D
LOZAZO, ONE OF THE ADVISCRS TC VICE PRLSIDENT WALLACE CONCERNING THIS
ALT_R AND LOZADO TOLD SPANEL M. THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY
INTIREETED I THE EFFECTS OF TESLA AND REQUESTED SPANEL TG LOSE NO TINE
Il DOINC ALL HE COULD TC PRESEIVE ¥ THEM. ELOYCE FITZGEZRALD, AN
ZLECTRICAL ENGINIER WHO HAD EEEN QUITE CLOSE TO TESLA DURING LIre
TIME, ADVISED THE NEW YORKX OFFICE THAT CN JANUARY SEVENTH, NINETE"”
FORTY THREL, SAVA OSAvOVICH GEORGE CLARK, WHC IS IN CHARGE OF THE ¥LUS-
TUM AND LAEORATORY- FOR RCA, AND KENNETE SWEZEY OF ONE SIY THREE MILTON
CTRZET, BROOLKY!, NY, WENT TO TESLAS ROOMS IN THE NEW YORKER, AND WITH
THE AsS1STANCE OF A “ LOCKSMITH BROKE INTO A CAFE WHICH TESLa

STSSIO’\. OF

IMPOQTA\T MM CIFCTRICAL FORMULAE, DESIGNS, ET CETERA. WITHIN THE
PAST MONTH, TESLA TOLDfLLIza_RAL‘_I IAT HIS LXPERIMENTS IN CONNECTION WItn

THEZ WIRELESS TRANSMISSICN OF-ELECTRICAL PCVWER HAD BEEN COI“‘IPL"T“‘D Al Dpgey.esTRE

ERFECTED. M’ bo - 2;37 -3
R
T \\\\ pﬁ%iw F 194 1
ﬂﬂuﬂf 1 ) :
| wer P REDACTIN

E)es‘*‘ “CO\M, .ﬁdal\ m‘c‘(

————

HAD INKIS ROOMS IN WHICH HE KEPT SOME CF HIS VALUABLE PAPERS, INCLUDINGE?]
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SITZOERALD ALSO KNOWS THATTESLA HAS CONCEIVED AND A REVCLUTICN=-

ARY TYPE Or TORPEDGC WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE §H
IT IS FITZGERALDS BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS NOT H
TCO ANY NATION UP TO THE PRESENT TIME., FROM STATEMQ
GEARLD BY TESLA , HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS
AND EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE THIN
THE PERSONAL EFFECTS COF TESLA., HE ALSO KNOWS THAT %
MODEL OF TESLAS WHICH CCST MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND DE
A smmvr DEPOSIT BOX BELONGING TO TESLAS
CLINTON ¥ HOTEL, AND FOiRSEWWW. FITZGEARLD &
HAS TO DO WITH THE SO CALLEDE DEATH RAY CR THE WIREH
ELECTRICAL CURRENT. TESLA HAS ALSO TOLD FITZGEARLH
THAT HE HAS SOME WX EIGHTY WM TRUNKS INDIFFELF
TRANSCRIPTS AND PLANS HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS
BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF
EE TAKEN CONCERNING THIS MATTER BY THE NEW YORK FIE
FOXWORTH

THE NATICNS,
AVAILAELE
TO FITZ-
CATIONS
JOME PLACE IN
B A WORKING
¢ BUILD IN
“ZOVERNOR
RIS MODEL
JiSMISSION OF
CONVERSATIOns
S CONTAINING
ED BY KIM.
8] ON SHOULD
¥ ON.

CORRECTION- THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE TELETYPE THE NAME THAT SHOULD APPEAK

IS{.LILG&AN- NOT FITZGERALD # AS IT SOMETIMES IS
SPELLED
HOLD .

NeT  POIA RepACTioNS
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A A W - -28T Mr. lolson

-mé‘caa +HDOOVER ! Mr. EtA. Talhm
DIRECTIR ’ '
L - 1 Mr. Clegg
. Mr. Glavin
4 ¥Federal Burean of Inuestinn M: Ladd

Mr. Nichols___
Mr. Rosen__
Mr. Tracy
Mr. Carson
Mr. Coffey
Mr. Hendon_
Mr. Eramer____
‘Fr. MeGuire_
Afr Harho

Hnited Btates Bepartment of
Mashington, A. .

$RS) January 11, 1943

MEMORANDUM FO

\\\Q\)‘\‘-\S:\"‘-‘" Q,\PJ v PR THKNOFN SURJE Mr. Quion Tem
S \\\\% v EXF 2T PUTS A Tele. Room___
NCAN ¥ OF NIKQLA TES Mr. Nease____
\g-r“\:.\c__ - HSFIONESE =L Miss Beabm

. Mizs Gandy
Nikola Tesla, one of the wonrldt's outsta

the electrical field, died at his resifence in th
vork Tityr, on January 7, 1943. In the course.of I
meny experiments with respect to the traquésion e Y mesns
of redio ani what is commonly celled thed¥Death RayiyFs Jiie ¢ w7l th
respent *o the wireless trersnission of electricel fi '
beern cr npleted and rarfected, and Tesla hed alsco co
revolutiorary type of terpedo which ie met in use A, ) S
time, The specifications, exnlena*ions of the basi{Elietd king model
of Tesla's scientific endeavnrz are reported %o he »@% effecte, Tesle is
resorted to have some B0 trunks in different places $on i'rﬁ'n; transcriots snd
nleng hevins to Ao with Pis experinerts es well as 8 working model of on= of
hig develonmerts in tre safetr dernsit bex at the Jevernor Clinton Hntel.

j- 7 T e

&3
<

Informotine concerni:y'?esla's xperiment &K m reported tc the
v.}x_??w York Qffice by* L. NJ Spenel/and Bloyc&?itzgerat , *he latier an electrical
© enginesr wo had been olite slese to Tesla, Botn of these individuels heve
indlcated thet ro stecs heve been taxen to presarve Tegla'es records and models
; or to keep tem frem felling irto the hands of individuale sympatnetis to the
ia Axis vowsrs.
;
b S Tesla hes a distant relative by tue name of Sg?al}fosanovich, w:.om he
3/ irtersely disliked. Kosemovich is reported to be taking sfeps +o get nossession
- of +pese importent documents erd plans, and Spanel believes there is a strong
lielikood that FKosznovich will make such informetion available to the enemy,
On Jenuery 7, 1943, ¥Yosanovich, accompenied bi- ‘}earge\glark, in cherge of %tre ™~
¥useum and Leboratory for RCA, and Kenneth -grezey of ®rnoklyn, Naw Vorlk, exnterad
Tesla's rooms at *-e 'lotel Wew Yorker wrare, with the uid of a locksmith, Yiggy gam,
broke inic & safe in which Tesla kept some of RE®momineble papers, iv\a;-_:.din =
important elentricel formulee, desipnsz, et ceterz.g
INDEXED
¥r. Spanel, in addition to rencrting thare develop
hes slso advised the headgusrters of the Wilitary Intellizehce Di-rision, a lr.
Yorkin of the Departuent of Justice in Teshington, e q.Dr.JlNLolﬂol%a? ,
of the advicors to Vice President Tellece, ILozado abvised Spanel thagyre
Govermment weas vitelly irnter-sted in the effects of

Spunel loose no time in doing all he could tc prgser
- f
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Yemorandum for the Director

:1 V:e the ma*ter un
FS poseibly taring
'€he various peners
ak It was puinted
id be hariled in
ry eCt to Tesla's
, the Surrogate
f Tesla both in

The Yew York Office wes instructed to disd
with the State's A*torney in New YV~rk City with the
kosamovich inte custody nr & burglary charge and obilg
which Kostnovich is reported %o have taken from Tes§l
out thet any mectivities pursued by the State's Atto
e most secrat fashion in order to avoid eny publici{
inventions. The New Vork O0ffice was also instructsg
fourt in order thet stops could be nlaczed egainst thy
hir hotel and any other pointe, in particular, the boxea thet he ma
havs in order the* no onc mey enter tl.e;m without e rtetive being
present and every precatior taken to preserve the secrscyit YWllat's inventions,

™

Tne Yew York Cffice is to keer the-Bureau sdvised of all deVgEigaents,

Resnectfully,

L

E)es-\ Q-a\:»! Aval alole



I3 JOM.. _Dy R HOOVER T . - ‘o ’ . 7 Mr. Tolson
DIRE TTOR - ' ) - Mr. E. A. Tan
Mr. Clegg

Federal Bureau of Inuestination Mr. Glavin

. Mr. Ladd
#nited Btates Bepartment of Fustice M: N;chols_

Washington, 8. 4. Mr. Rosen
Mr. Trecy

Mr. Carson__ _
Mr. Coffey_
Mr. Hendon__ _
Mr. Kramer__
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD ‘? Mr. McGuire__

January 12, 1943

Mr. Harbo______
Mr. Quinn Tam
Tele. Room___
Mr. Nease
Miss Beahm

On Fridaey, January 8th, Mr. L. M. C. fth called me(\vj.y gapa
in connection with the death of Nikol esla, KHe ad
vised me that he was concerned aﬁt the poaszb;lt

'k o aimm
of enemy agents confiscating some of ithe tr unks of

Tesla, who had died on January 7th. He understood at
the ¥ar Department was interested in this matier and

that apparently the Alien Property Custodian’s office

was taking some action. KHe desired to know whether the
Bureau would take some gteps to refrain relatives of Tesla
Jrom taking the contents of his trunks and whether the
Bureau would selze possession 0of the trunkse. Mr. Smith
indicated that he was talXing to the Alien Property Custodian
along the same lines. I told him that in view of the fact
he was going to handle the matier with the Alien Properiy
Custodian'’s. of fice, there did not appear to be any action
which the Bureau could or ahou take.
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Direator, F51 pral 17, 1950

Mtulet dated APXil 3 last. N
ApTil 7, 1950 agents of this offies iaterviswed Mr. :.r.m,
Tiee 1dent of the Maohettan Warshouse and Stetage Cempeny, Sind Myeet

Eamﬁﬁ’tuﬂhpmmhmchmefthmmd _
FODla 1ESLA, Xi. POTIS mwvealsd that only ciw sush vigit imad been made by
persons cutaide of the managemsnt of Mmphattan Stozage itself. Thls cpe
m&“ﬂmmmﬁuﬂm,ﬁs&,&tﬁuﬂmmtﬂ
of the Alien Propert, (ustodisn made & thyYough review of the entire effects
of the TISls estute. /}/ff\ﬁL !‘f 1;__ Ik

mmusfnumswa_s:mnumtmm-a
‘-mumsmsm;m,hmmx. n.mmmim

e
wre identified to him only ss WFXIERAL AUTIDRI TIRS®. Ascerding to M.
KI¥G, a0 ether instance of microfilming of the reeards of the WS1L setaie hus
talen plase dinos that tiss. S 2

- Y% should be moted that the Turewau: was informed of the exmminatiom men—
tioned atove by New York latter (with attactments) dated Ostoter 17, 1945,
sntitled TNINORY SUBJECT; BAVA IDBANOVICH) Experimetts & Researsh é EIKi4
TSias {Leceaned), Kapionmge-i. :

\ON CON

Por 6512250 p.y\!}‘a‘?{?‘f‘*‘,hﬁ?pg@%‘a? ) @7[/7{ | /992297 v
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latter to Diredor, FRI
¥Y 105-1391

MR, FOTIS stated that no inquiry had been received by Manlmttan fyem
SAVA K. IDSANCVICH, mer bad Manhatten informed him, in any way, that an sx-
amination of the TESI4 effects Iad been made by anyurw. In fact, added MR,
POITS, the only eorrespondcnse relating to the YESIL estate in
form of bills for storuge,. : .

Mk, POTIS stated that any pervonal inquires regarding the estate would
of neowssity be directed to hinm, and to dats no such inquiriss have been made.

Interviewing agents explainad to MR. POTTS that the exsaination mads,
a8 mentioned above, was not inatigsted Yty the pureau, mor had tls Buresu taken
part in that examination.

Unlass advised to the oontrary, this investigation is being placed in
a closed status, and no further investigative astion is conteaplated bty this
of fice. CINSED. :




(&)
&

n NNt T “._.j
Federal Bureau of Investigation "t “ngMAﬂOE - -
Department of Records iy 1S uz‘;fjl.?&
Washington, D, C, ‘!VELZJZ ﬂ o
Gentlemen: DRIE "

In & manner of introductlon, I wish to etate that I am working
toward a degree in Elestriecal Englneering at the Inatitute of
Technology of the Univeraity of Minnesota.

For several years, I have been éngaged in a study of extensive
compass and detail concerning the researches and writings of
the late, world renowned sclentiet, Dr. Nlkola Tesla. At con-
siderable expensge, I have acquired an extensive collection aof
msterials relating to Dr, Tesls and his works which include:

1} Personal lettersz written by Tesla to his close friena.

2} Numercue pericdicals, sone of which aré to be found in
only a few libraries throughout the United States.

3} A few rare books which have now become "collector's ‘
1temsth, '

4) A colleetion of imsusd p= e,,f§=

Although the itemeg listed are considerable in number, the spe-
cific information desired 18 lacking.

As I understand 1%, because of the nature of Dr, Tesla's role
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent
applications, €tc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of

In;estigaticn at the time of Dr. Tesla's death in January of
18813,

The purpose of this seizure, ss described in numerous articles,
was to determine whether these papers contained suggeations
leading toward advancements in the field of ﬁeience.

] /60 3&37.
RECORDELD - 68

i ... = -
B N fé)




Now it seems that sufficlent time has elapsed for an inves-
tigation of this kind. If Dr, Tesla's Estate has been releszsged
by the department in charge, any records that can be made
avallable for examination will be welcomed.

A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General,
Director, O.fice of Allen Property, informed me that the Library
of Congress listed €ertaln works, writings and research egtudies
prepered by the late Dr. Tesla, However, a letter addressed

to the Library fsiled to bring results as the Library “"has no
files on the regearches of Teglal,

A similsar result was obtailned from the Bureau of Naval Research
and the Department of Commerce.

I am egoeclally interested in the research work in which Tesla
wag engaged in his loter years. There are various unnublished
works, such as a 10-page typewritten statement presented in
1937 at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his
discoveries and giving a resume' of his work in the fields of
gravity and cosmic ray research, ete. Also, Tesla prepared
varlcous papers, one of which was In effort to secure the Plerre
Gutzman Prize from the Institute of Rrance, My inquiry is in
effort to determine whether any of these docum2nte, as well &as
others, are at this time avalilable.

I will greatly eporeclate any information in regard to any
records which you may have,

. Very truly yours,

20



)) August 26, 1952

-i"“n?ﬁn\-ﬂ" r 'fj c
o pey B n "G‘LP‘CB 7
i m-ﬂ "'."?7"-,'.‘\3 UNW' S
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nﬂFD e - s VA’ L
lR’EEG.RDtD ﬁBaar é A
' ' Vith rdferance to yoeur letier of
August 18, 1952, eur friles disclose that
ths a,rfccu of ¥ikola Teala were taken tato
custody at the time of Bis death dy the
office or Alten Property, ond mnot by this
Bureau. Coasequsntly, you may wish to
cemmunicatre Suriher wSiih tAgt egeacy, waich
. aay de cddressed as follows: (65-47953)
Asstatant dttorney chﬂu
Rewland 7. Xirks
Director, 0fftce of Alten Properiy
United States Depariment of Justice _ =
201 Indiang Avenue, ¥. ¥, P
Yashington 25, D. C, = e
Sincerely yours, L O 7
S |
.1’:9;,g.a e ,’A?”r—: B :',_E' !
't Jokn Idgar Hoover ¢ & o
sl Director
/ ce -1~ Assistant Ai‘tﬂw Mdenercl  (with copy-of/
T Rowland F, Kirks incomiho)
‘ \, Dircctor,tofﬂcc of Alien Property /M/M
- R gg;tcddftctn Department of Juatice
‘ Indiang Avenue, X, r.-
f:‘.i::: )a'\yggmggf_) Foshington 25, D. £, . - Tl 1) S W

%
e 3,(;.”) ’ C?lachf "“':'M

S( \ NOTE: XNo rcference Bureagu files on correspondent

- . in ¥innesota.., 8-22-52...
6o Ser fuihs *r S

N . b e SR {;\
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SUBJECT : NIKOLA TESL:i (Deceased) U IIEORMAT ACONTAINED 7
IFCR AT 0N CONCER) ING IS UHCL # "] e
- i

Misa:
s RS |

g Cly ¥ 9'-.'—)‘).

ﬂstcted that he had been reading a book entitled,

”T} Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla' by John J.

_ g'leill, whonm described as a science writer for a New

rk newspa-er {publisher - Ives ;ashburn). noted in this

book that Bureau Agents went to Tesla's room fo wing his death
on Janucry 7, 1943, orened Lis safe, examined his papers, and
took over his personal Sfiles. said this anpeared on noje 1
277, stated that Teslc i1s the father of modern
power engineering, beinc responsible for the invention of the
4, C. generator, motor transmission, and other electrical engineering
Jeats, He inguired (l) if the pcrers and works of Teslac were in
ti.e pcsscosion of the Dureauw, and (2) if so, were they available
Jor rovicw in view of their sc»e ntific importance,

I told that the statement concerning the Bureau's
taking Tesla's file not seern uery logical but that I would
check on the matter. - . e g
N Aot @

The Bureav's lees rqflect that shortly after the death
of Tesla in his hotel room in New York City on January 7, 1943, 6%)
Sava Kosanovichy a distant relative, and other. 1ndlutduals
entered iiis room and opened the sqfe, examining certain mcterials
which he possessed. On January 8, 1942, Mr, L, ¥. C. Smith of
the Departnent advised ¥r. Tanm tnat he was concerned about the
possibility of eneny agents confiscating somg of the trunks of
Tesla and apparently the Office of Alien Property Custodian was x)dg:,
taking some action regarding these effects. OSince the matter was' s
being handled b the Office of Alien rroperty Custodian, the reou
did not maire any inquiries into this situation. (65-47953-6

It is noted eclso that the received a letter

€ was stl
engineering at e Milwaukee School of Engineering and
/oo}aa_% 7- #NX,

uﬁufﬁbzb-oﬁ (Y A N7
— INDEXF1 S Kar o




was interested in the life cnd works of Tesla, -stated
that he understocd ot the time ¢f Teslc's death the Bureau

took his mecnuscripits and exzeriment deta for national security.
“he Burecu on April 22, 1548, advised that the effects of
Tesla were handled b: the Of.fice of Alien Froperty and not by the

FBI,.(65-47953-18)

7 celled NNEEE:»:s norning and t01d nin that it was
the ofice of Alien Property and not the F3I vhich took over the
effects of Tesla following his death. Accordingly, I suggested J

that Hmight wisk to comnmunicate with the office of
Alien Property for further informat.on concerning this matter,

The book "Prodizal Cenius - The Life of Nikola Tesla”
is not in the 3Bureau Li*rary., A cony i1s being cobtained from (d

the Library o Congoress. T will be examined tc determine

specificelly the reference nmade to the Bureau's taking these

parers, At thct time o determination ccn be rnade as to what (2)

furt.er action should he tarén, ’ p
-

ADDEVDY s LLL;mer 5=14-53

Page 277 of the "Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Teela,"
describing Tesla's death, contains the following statement;
"Operatives from the Federal Burecu of Investigation came and opened
the safe in his room and took the papers it contained, to exanmine
them for a reported important secret invention of possible use
in the war. " ]

Since this work was published in 1944, it is not felt
that any particular purpose would be served by raising an objection

with the publishers at this time. the individucl who raised
the question, has been set straight and, therefore, no rther
action is being takean, 62/ s
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TO : Directisr, FEI DATE: Z/10/7L
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SUBJECT: I_:_L: - S \“S UNCU- :

1,_ .
kr. GEQEGT H. SUHTEFT, JR.. ord hagd. Wi Bochelle, Nev York,

advised thzt he received two letters from LELAND f‘ oM, %gz_mﬂ:
Avenue Soutuesst, Minneapolis, Mimresota, photostat r s o maich are
‘-‘4'.1 - ’ : + ‘ L
e @
K. Y jmcu Tl in 20

betn, furnished the Duréau ant mr.nec.p-oI
Mr. SCHEGFF stated that he was an cesociste
1915 zné that for many years his father had been I¥. private aecretal’y
did he ever

ir, SCEERFF said that he never henrd of IZLa'T I, ATMEES
hezr of ary ol the naxes wentioned in AITESSIT'S ettt

r, SCHIRTF stuted thzt he mas quite 2 tit :}1‘
ir his possession and he didn't gnow whether or not
to a foreign govermment,

S
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innes olis G’,._']CS )

PN



o &

Letand 1. Andorson
127 Scymour Averue Southeast
Minniagolis 14, Minncsota

February 3, 1954

N Guoie H. screril, Jr.
W2 Scncord hoad
westenuster, Noa YORK
Dear ¥Mr, Scher:if:

.

P

et Tow 1ire and work of . Nidcia Tesia,

hecently, I have “o.nded un Groanization in nane and honor of

. Tosla In cioneration with soveral people wio wire intinately
assocliied witn Teslia durlng nis Hfetime, and witn otners wno
arae interested in Dr, Tosia and nis acnicevesients from a scien—
Lirle and nistorical standuoint. (See enc.osed brochure.) I
nave nad sose difficulty 10Cating a rew of Teglals agscclates,
and, the name of George Scherfl is anons inen, Thnervlore, it
1s 1y sincere nope tiat Fou, ¥r. Scnerir, ure too werson I seck
48 having been assocluted witn Tesla,

I have oersonally studisd tne WOorks of Tesla Ior a numbiy of
years, opelng sarticualarly lnterssted in elavorating upon nles
rescarcars recardings alvn-tension radlant tauna., Tr.rou,:.. sone
Lravel and otmir eTorts, daVe been Tortunate te Locate many

r

ortginul co..ections of Tosla's corres .ondance and Januscripts,
and in 4 foew cas®s obtalned a nuader of interesting :tems.

I was in New Yorx a s:.oprs tlac ago on vusiness, a;nd weli- tnere
I visited Mr, ¥ou.otn ¥, Swazay, 1® intends %o unisrtake some
slaniricant work on venall of {es8.a Ain toe near fuature, wnd
since e wnow Tes.a Tor 80 Aany yfars curineg :is 1. ten LiTe,

1t wii. ve randled witn sreat understanding,

I nooe trat you may nave soz- Interest in tne worx walen I

nave inltlated on beiw.: of Dr, Tesla. Trnere are many matters

tiat I wisn to discuss witn Yyou, provided oy course, tnat you

are tne Mr. Scunerf! reilated to tine Tesia Btory. I would oe

BOSTL apoy Lo near Irom you at your €ariiest convenlencs, and

end you &ll puvlications of the crganization I You wish
v

O
& Tonea,

er
=)
S

Very truly yours,

Kelonid & Con binonn
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¥inneapoliles 14, Minnesota

wmga.ﬂ. Ew . v VIA AIR MAIL

Mr. Geosrpe H, ccneril, Jr.
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g . Leland Y. Anderson .

127 Seymour Avonuc Southcast
Minncapolis 14, “Minncsota

Feoruary i, 1953

Dear Yr. Scrnerrf,

It was so very rewardlng to roevlve your ruuly concerning Dr. Nirols
Tesla... I have initlated an undeortarging on venaer of Tos.a vicauge
feel tanat in all rlﬁnt and justice scmotnting s:ou.d ve Gone to

perpetuate tone name ol 13Sl& and 822 to it tnat :is nanc - coumS A
part of tie nfritage of tn Bation. A gront tugh iriansg, DUt as
time gzoes on I velleve t“v name 0@l Tes.w wi.. vocome nore g, miTicant
In selentific develounents., I nope tnat jou may Lave an interest in
the organization wnICL I nave oroucsed and vstac.isied, wng I will

ve honored to nuve you oS a memoer. Tie orci.nizatlcen ia orege
set up on the basls ol *tncse Laving a aatu.: intoerest in Tes.a, witn
a free excnansge o Inlorastion botw 0

Sin menoers., Tn0 ffirst two lssues
©I tue journal ol “ne cozanizatlicn ure pein g . to JOU uUni: ' 8 Larute

e
COVEr, an . SLCUL! reach you in - nu, or twe,
Some otner meniers wnieh TAy v of lntercst to you ure, Murle. arbus,
Dorotny S.g Prltt Kenneth Swezey wnd w. w. wi.ne.m. The recont c2atns
of Jonn !'Neili uqd uawin Arustrong were very unexuscoted, anc 1t is
“1th & areat sadness tnat I reecivad The news ans 1088 Gi i 80 two
rnembers,

Do you know 1: Mr. Lowenstiern ruad a cau.-nter?  Thne peasss I oasa is
trat a4 woman vislted Nr. O'jeilll verore rig Qeatin and to. nta that
sae Innerlted o groat aiount 07 Tes . lana 1ro. WP Yatior - wiom I .re-
sums to o¢ Mr. Lowenstlen, Tnls wonan was irald o calsc.osins tne
InTormation by reason 6f nsr ~istucen netion and fear trat sio wou.d
rudely oc raldsé by tie arny.  You soe Mr, 0N VUL re . ated vt o om
Chasl oA Tew army orltclans vigited pita o At Uno incietent onitats
for inforaution., OF cours: n.. tnis sors o- SOVOILIONT INLUNSST was
arous2d by .es’a'e "Deatr-Ray® TUTOCS, LLaden Ug 0y fnterurlsine
Journaliste. well, tue rosult of al.  als fu tant s.e ;o fuees to
gilve ¥r. ’"ei‘g ner marflod narte - 0nly tnat g..0 car oed T lamr e
nrince no :°8s, and noved to go-e 2ldow st e ety IV tits wom
N<8 to® wumount of matli ria. tnat Nr. Ol . tntimted, 37 woila eore
tainly ve 1:asurtant to losute ror.

I velicve tnat one of +is va.uno.e eirlurts ¢ e oo ‘ration
woLld oe to catalog every oltce of Inrormnatlon cuncorntoc g a, 1
nive anc 2 a ooginning: ofiort a. oncotile Ll G IoLo o toat L Core

too long all col.-ections o: Tes.iana Aay LT .Geat d, Cultu:orsed, and
reuroducod Yor rear of rvenlual loss.,  Torou-s Mary A. "e'jamin (ot
alter K. kenlamin Autouranns 1n Neow tork) 1 ave ovtaln:d a number

Ca
o’ s*pﬁlficant 1tems of c¢curres.z-:enee LeTw o Yvg.a and Lolot U,

Jornson, Tie ontire coileetion oi curi syuondence w.th Mr., Juannson

nurtoers in excess of 70 uitces. I soare Lids co.icetion with NMrg,

i
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KENNETH M.SWEZEY

i l"""”'\/hﬁ\'l'ION CONTAINED 163 Milton St} e;v-e_n —
. 1S UNCLASSIF] B""}Elnznzgz:l#g N ]
JlthQnggL_B ’ Winterrow

Tele, Room ..
Mr. Hol]'man _

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover Miss Gandyﬁw

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. :

Dear Xr. Hoover: @ ~
o Back in 1943, the local Alien' Property

Custodian searched through Mhe belongings of the late
electrical 1nventor,_§3§g%g:1ggwg, stored in the Manhattan
Storage Warehouse in New lork City. Tesla had been a
naturalized American for more than fifty years, so 1

believe that the search was made on the grounds that the
property was to be sent to Yugoslavia, through Tesla's
nephew and heir, Mr. Sava Kosanovié (Mr. Kosanovié had \
been Minister of State under the King's government, later
became Ambassador to the United States from the present
government, and is now a Minister serving in Belgrade).

Accordi to the attorney who handled the
Tesla estate, Ur. %hili%%%ittgnhg;g; the Alien Property
Custodian assured hip nothing had been held. I have

a 1etter from the Office of Alien Property, dated March

15, 1955, which confirms this statement. N)/I
In gathering material to help in a

nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birthday
next year-—which will be participated in by leading
scientific and engineering societles, museums, and
universities---I have just discovered, however that
Tesla's solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during
that search.

As a friend who had kmown Tesla well
during his last twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovié
Tesla's room in the Hotel New Yorker on the day he die
A safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla's safe.

S
-1 nt
its contents were severzal honorary degrees, a volume of

. greetings which I had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth
birthday, a bunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. We kept
out the book of greetings (I mentioned this at the time
to the assistant manager of the hotel end later to a Mr.

f Gorsuch of the Alien rroperty Custodianis office), but
Trl/everything else, including the medal and the keys, was

replaced and the safe was 1 .  RECORDID - 32/

o g ' &. ﬁkﬁzﬁ
% ‘¢ Except when it iﬂ@f@a@y
Property Custodian, the safe was never reopened cngﬂg ;t
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arrived in Belgrade (where Tesla's property was to be
Installed in a special Tesla Museum) and was there opened
by bMr. Kosanovid. According to his former secretary, both
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The keys
were later found in a tin box outside the safe; the medal
was never found.

I learned of the disappearance of the medal only by
accident. Mr. Kosanovi¢ had asked his former secretary
to get permission from the American Institute of Electrica
Engineers (who gave Tesla the Medal) to have it duplicated
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be abou
four hundred dollars. 1In the meantime, the Tesla Museum,
%n Yugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay

or it. :

The irony of this situation 1s more disturbing than
the money involved. By giving us a system which made
electric power universally available, Tesla~--probably
more than any other one man-—helped put America on top of
the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison lledel
was the only materizl evidence left of this country's
appreciation. That this last token should have disappeare:
—-—-to have to be replaced by his materizlly poor countryme
overseas for whom he had done nmothing---seems a tragic

d_\e-.n.'oruement. ‘[_,‘ ‘_,Lu‘“/f—‘— }w—, :—é - . :ﬁ‘w4 ‘A»/: ..‘.':{'

John%&‘Ng;lI:/;n his biography of TesIg, states that
the FBI broke into Tesla's safe on the day he died, apd
an article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this. I
know this isn't true. I did hear, however, that the FBI
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during
the latter's search in the warechouse.

If that 1s so, I thought that perhaps some of your men
might remember the conditions under which the search was
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what coul
have happened to the medal. After this long time, I have
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and I am
already trying to interest Americans in making a replaceme;
But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guess

A\ and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to
' -Y\whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen---and wh
" might have been responsible.

S

With best regards and sincere appreclation for any hel
you can give,

Sincerely,

&7L\‘ka~_——JL:*;*\_ e ST!»J‘E;AT

Kenneﬂ1hﬂk5§€iey rY
P.S.: 1 am enclosing an editorial from last month's POWER
magazine which outlines Tesla's contribution to the electr:

povier industry.|< —.§
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LOUIS N ROWLEY, EDITOR - MAY 1955 + ESTABLISHED 1882 ’mr

Strange Genius

Asx ANY GROUP of power men to name those who laid
the foundation for today’s electrical generation and
distribution. You'll wind up with an impressive list—
Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others.
But there is almost sure to be a significant omission.

Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo-
tor—still basic—and devised a suitable system of gen-
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the
magnitude of this contribution, we must turn back to the
1880’s when the electrical era was being born, and the
“battle of the systems” held sway.

Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant-
current series systems. Edison’s Pearl Street generating
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent Jamps
and, later, dc motors on a constent-potential system. Un-
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the
advamtages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But
there was no succesaful ac motor.

In May, 1888, & young Yugo-Slav engineer, but four
years in the United States, read a paper before the Amer-
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described
a new ac system. Its heart was the induction motor with
ita basic and beautiful concept of the rotating magnetic
field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he described
was destined to sweep the field.

With characteristic vision, George Westinghouse real-
ized the fundamental importance of the polyphese ac
system and acquired the basic patents. Its first impact on
the general public was at the Chicago World’s Fair of
1893, There a 2-phase generator supplied motors and
lamps, and, through rotary converters and motos-gen.
erators, a variety of de equipment.

(REPRINTED BY PERMISSION)

POWER + MAY 1933

But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to
demonstrate in the most dramatic way posaible that poly-
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes
of the world had been on Niagara. An international com-
mission, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro-
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after
Tesla’s AIEE paper, it was officially decided to use the
polyphase system.

In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the
first industrial customer and in 1896 ac transtnission to
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the
modern age of electric power had truly opened.

For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were
but a beginrding. Still to come was brilliant work in high
frequencies, thinking basic to much of today’s radio art.
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his
work had begun to slip into obscurity, Why?

A man of flashing insights and emormous brilliance,
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure
of new challenges. In later years, his projects became
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce-
meuts more Olympian. And working alone, as he did,
he formed none of the institutional ties that help to per-
petuate a record of accomplishment.

Next year—July 10, 1956—will be the 100th anniver-
sary of Nikola Tesla’s birth. It would be fitting for our
engineering societies to commemorute this occasion, to
acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely genius
who changed our world for the better.

o -.9797_?97"'5
35
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‘RECOGNITION FOR TESLA -

Largely thru a young American engineer's efforts, the |
world today is re-scanning the record and achisvaments of cur

=Taednaaas sy

inventive genius, Nikola Tesla. Of late, even the big-tithe
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas-
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard.

*  The man behind this belated recognition for the one-tirnc N CONT MNED

which has Readquarters at the University of Minnesota.

Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr.
Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in-
duced them to join in his noble work. A good many of these
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he
serves them, with informatipn issuéd thru his TESLIAN pub-

- Serbian immigrant boy who made millions but died almost a}, AS
pauper is Le!and_;_.f_/Andgmm, head of the Tesla Society,;;\— & W

of the late Dr. Tesla. )
The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans

to honor Dr. Tesla even more. It also presents an account of a 2

fascinating editorial, “Strange Genius'’, by the POWER mag-

azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi- NDEXED-59

torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla's polyphase system

described ’oy Mr. Anderson, as the “most tremendous event 11'4/ 00 r‘zo::%%d

all gngineering history.” NOT REC
Editorialist Louis \Q\Bowler accordzng to the TESLIAN. 138 QUL 13 1433

answers the perplexing q¥estion why, in view of Tesla’ s im-

portant discoveries, he fell short of the comparative popularity |

won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing, he suggests: ‘It

would be fitting for our engineering societies, in commemora-

tion of the 100th anmiversary of Nikola Tesla's birth (July 10, ugén ig];’?jmmz

k956), to acknowledge our debt to this strange and ]onely ’ 1vania

genius who changed our world for the better.”, r"""'gh Fennsy
This appears to be jyst what Mr. Andersan was waiting PR

for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre- ‘

pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E.:Sum--

merf:cld to issue a Tesla commemoratwe ltamp aext year.

monthly which casts new light on the known life and record i
) A
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Oﬂic‘e Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Tels:

TO 1+ L. V. BOARDUAN f,« DATE: June 29, 1955 W
AL INFORMATION CO™'TAN e e

om + 4, H. BELMONT,

| PERES 1S UNCLASS'F )
o . 0 'A‘TFLB

Sizoo
$ORCT: N1X0LA TESLA Bimer
! WISCELIANEOUS - INFORUATION CONCERNING (ESPIONAG

Tele,
Holla
Gandy

( Nikola Tesla, a notive of Yugoslavia, was & famous electric:
inventor who died in New York City in 1943 where he had lived for mgn)
years. In attached letter to Bureau dated 6-25-55 Kenneth M. Svezey,
Brooklyn, New York, advises he ia gathertng material to help in ¢
nat;an—wzde commemoration of Tesla's Aundredth birth anniversary in
1956. Sweze)i relates he wos pressnt when Tesla's safe was opened by
Jriends after his death and adviases ithe contents were thereafter
replaced and _then inpounded by the United States Alien Property
Custodian. Leter the safe was removed to Belgrade, Tugoslavia, to be

- \installed tiEn Yesls Museum. MNissing from Tesla's effects is a gold

) Edison medal he hod been awarded. OSwezey s seeking to locate the
medal and has been odvised dy the Office of 4lien Property (OAP) thot

OAP held none of Tesla's properiy. Jwezey states he has heird. the

FBI assisted OAP in handling Tesla's effects while in storage, and

accordingly, he o3k3 whether Bureau could assiat him in locating the

Edison medal., He FBI's assistance to OAP Swezey mentions that in the

1Teala biography (®"The Prodigal Gentua" - 1944) by John O'Neill it

was stated FBI broke into Tesla's safe the doy he died (1-8-43 to

protect contents from enemy hands/., Swezey notes8 this same comment

appears in article ("The Genius Who Walked 4Alone”) by Alfred H. Sinks

in the Juns t.”" OSwezey says he knows FBI did not do thi
u Bureau did not enter into Tesla
safe eparimen duice it was being handled b

>% Bureau 1 aware of comment in 0'Neill's book.

In 1945 Sinks requested for his use as author dota re buregu's
Ricrofilm procedure. Was osdvised no such data svailadle for publicati

. Enclesurelecctc €-3do-s5s~ R
/ 100-2237 . '
ec - 1 = 8547953
Ticklers - Mr. Bird

¥r. Belmont RECORDIT . Q?/ﬁ_«_zz_\‘?__’z_;"v

r. Boardacn

ETB:jaa T 1e; B QJ 6 Jui 7 1855

(5) .
- JUL 14//% DR v T



Memorandum For Mr., Boardman

BECOMMENDATION :

That the attached letter be sent to Swezey advising Bureau
did not participate in the handling of Tesla's effects and that the
matter was handled by OAF., Therefore, Bureau unable to be of

assistance; that no action be taken relative to Sinks' comment in
"Coronet" article.

3%



* Tickler - K. Bird
I } e Mry Belmont
- B "k. Boardman - "

June 80, 1955

( A <1 IMFORMATION CONTAINED

- RIS UNCLS Y;‘F&
Xr, Icn::h":;“t ey (ariginaldklE—Zf‘?—‘—’—“B M
'i§53¥§£§-,37'1'l“17ft |

Decr Kr. Seeney:

Fith reference to pyour letter of Juqs.s,
19S5, enr ftles disclese the offects of %uq; esla
: mere taken inte enstedy after kis death by tAe Uffice
) of Alien Preperty and net by this Burean.
Since we did not partioipate in the
Aandling of ¥y, Tesla's effects, we are unadle to
/ supply the inferagction you reguested.

Jincerely yours,

OUMA =T " e ooy 60-2237- 4L/
JUN3D 1955 Jm’ﬂgcr loonl/' g
3
> e RECORDED - B 5 :
R NOTE : INDEXED - 2 ' Be JUL 1 1855
4 cover memorandunm l,ﬁou Belmont ¢t nan

was prepared by ETB:jaa on 6-29-55 YR Conmection with
this outgoing mail. __:

Bufilea contain no derogatory data 9 coppes-

pondent; reflect only thet he was close friep gpl"

;,,ndmirer of Tesla, 3 AT
o &

39
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August 1, 1955,

Mr. 7. Edger Hoover,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Vasnington, .0,

Dear “r, Hoover:

O
In his book, "Prodigal Genlus", The Life of ijikola Tesls, «ir. .i0l
J Qtfedll says, on page 277, thet the F.B.I. went to Tesla's hote:
room, openeC his steel safe anc removed from 1t, the papers it
contained.

Vas there ever any publication of what these papers contzined? I1:
so, could you inform me where I might obtain z copy of such
publication?

If there was no publication of the Safe's content, afier more th:
12 wvears, would it be impropsr to publish them?

If there w128 1o ‘nﬁ'h'lﬁr\:x‘l-'v on of the gafs!

o +
no partlcula“ spc ets found there in, could you
might learnn what the safe contained?

iny information on thnis matter will be apprecisted.

Thenlz you for rour troublc.

Stnogrely,

R ' / / /

5{’-]04 : J00-2 83T Al
ol & - GONoTN i 7

ST : vl =
' (f’) U - axiaw | 2 AUG 1/1.:955
L T
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~ . dsguat 11, 1955

o i
¥ .

- L4
'

i N )
\L L INFORMATION CGN’WNFT N
AERE\N 1S UNCLASS! By
- DNEZ-2-12_B

. : : - S al” | . .
, Your letter dosed Auguat 1, 1985, Ass L
BDeen received, and i{n response to your inguiry, I

would like to sdvise $hat sur ffles Peflect ¢hat

thse o/ fects of FNikola Tesla wire %aken tute vusdody

after Ais death by she OffGue af Adten Propersy ond
not by this Rureau. a Ca :

Sitnce ve did not participate tn the handling
of Nr. Teslc's sffects, we are unable to sunply the
faformnation you requested,

Sincerely povwrs,

Jehn Edgar Neover
- Pirseter :

A5 11 Towe-
MAILED 19 l

NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record en correapondent, Fhis
type of reply utilized by Internal SBecurity Diviatons in -
onswering sintlor fnquirYes on 8/80/55,  {65~47953+33)
Cover memo from Mr, Belmont to Mr. Boordman dated 8/29/55
set out background of tAis matter which concerned the death
of Tesla, ai famous zle¢trical taventer, -Buresas wos not
involved in this matter, and the epening of the 8afe men~
ttoned wae done by the Office of Alten Property.

¢
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Septembsr 10,, 18:E5,

ar foovar,
v OF Iowegtigeation,
5, B I’.

o R ol o 2

by, TToovay

)

1)

)
A

g+
ccliovine to o 1attar to vou furust fivet, 4tnis yesr - rour letde:
to me,céyguew 1lth., reletive to the nme 10 of the pepers of lir,
ilzola-Tesls,
On August 5, I vrote the office of flien Proporty regarding thils
matter, i: Q“”dtlﬂ” that I had received the lnfO“mgtloﬂ {rom vou
that it wes their Gepertment which hed telen the +esla froporty
into custodr - not rours..

I have a letter from Ifr. Ilenry G. Hilken -~ thet Department - File
Jumber ?-::ﬁ Slrell: 01r~35“J, in vhich I am told that office
tnever had custolr, nor hes vested, awn- property of likole Teslar,

ts I began this matter with vou - because it was stated in I,

0'1eill’s bool: thet it wes vour department vho opened Teslats safe
I am vonderding if you heve any furthser sugg:st;o:s slong lincs I%
might fellor to obtein some Luformetion i this reperd? (-)

horlt rou for rour times enc trouble.

’ L L

RECORDED-12 ~ /¢¢-23237- & X3~

r

P en




CRECOT L
mmxw-m

v /67~ 3437 41/.;2_,
/f_, -~ S

Scptcnber 20, 1955

£LL INFORMATION CONTAINED

Y HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFI D
¢/ DATE_Z-_«:_?_;Q_-

R I have received pour letier deted September 10,
1855, - ’

Ay you were odvised by my letter of August 11,
1955, this Burecu was mot connected in any respect with
the acouisition or custody o/ the e/ fects of Nikola Tesla,
and it ta therefore net posatdle to furatlh you any
additional information.

Sincerely yours,

JoAn Edgar Koover
Director

N 6o

)
NOTE: By letter 8-11-55, we referrec -to the O0ffice of
Alien Property, whick Oﬁfxce wos reported to have
assumed custody of Tesla's qffecta subseocuent to his dea

(65-47953-6)

?Q SF: 1955 -
o L&,ﬂm - | 43




I =0RMATION CZTITAIRED
f“i" IS UNCLASSIFIZD
o Z-3-§¢ BY

",I'
I’ll.

— - " RECOGNITION FOR TESLA —

" (Please fill oul this form and mail to the address appearing belew.)
THE TES[A SOCIETY

University Station, Box 135

Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

(date)

, _ (city & siate) |
Hon. Arthur E. Summerfield . ’ l
I

Postmaster General, Postoffice Dept.
Washington, D. C.
LY

1
Dear Sir: =
Nikola ’I‘esla 8 contributions to, science, indu :t'ry, and to his adopted
counfry have greatly inspired engineering progress. His electrical sys-
tems helped create an American conomy of world pre-eminence.

We respectfully request issuance of a 1856 commemorative stamp
to be issued on the centennial of Tesla’s birth (1856-1943).

N “(signed)

-

o
e

" AMERICAN SRBOBRAN
& June 29, 1955

105 |/ 0 2 2__3:7— /7 Pittsburgh, Pennsylwani
INDEXED.50 "NoT RECOMDED
138 JUL 1 €55

———— —— - —p———

6C L1379
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by Avrrep H, Sixks

Nikola Tesla was o great inventor—
ond alse 8 prophet without  honor

WWUNTER-ESI'IONAGE WIIEELS

started turning éarly on the
morning of January 8,7 17437 Anx-
ious BRI agents Jipped Into a room
in the Howl New Yorker_where,

Tite l}ﬁi‘ghl before, a_chamber-
matd had discovered the body of

the Government could not risk the
chance of cuemy spies getting there
first. _

Hall hoping to find somethine
w]:i(‘ﬂ_'\v_n_u_ld_"?;f‘}ng_;n‘ sudden amld
decisive end to World War T, the
G-men broke open the dead man's
strong _box. If ansyihing of Tmpor-
tance was discovered, it has never
Leen revesied.

Yet, their guick action was jus-

tificd, for you could never be sure

Nikola Tesla, dead a1 86, regarded

-

about Tesla, one of the siran e

by many as the greatest stunihc
geoius of his time.

For years, Tesha had Leen making
seientific predictions so fantastic as
to e Jiterally out of this workl. Of
Late he had been working — or so he
said—on revolutionary new weap-
ons powerful enough to annihilawe
armivs at a single blow.

There was only one Tesla, and
the story micht—incredible as it
sounded - be trues The old man's
sale might hold these secrets, and

JUNF, 1483

men whe oyver lyed. Maost peopls
ook b with o orodn of sal, v
nu serious scicatist dared shrug
asey his claims as ponsense. N
abier Thomas FEdison aied it ancd
1.(‘:[111]'0\_('(! him wrong.

i wonld's Teading physicists
amd clectriead eoeineers had to et
crow bock o the 15505 when Tesla
solved o problem they had thouethn
inpossible. That one accomplish-
ment the invention of a practical
alternating-current imotor and gen-

115
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. 3 ————4 M. Callghan __
Mz, Clevewmd _

Mr. Comrcd ____
M. Gebrerdr __
Mz Jerxne ___
Mr. Marepay
Mr. Miter £S5 _
Mr Scvrrs

M. Theszean

b) / Tele hom

M1 Bcise

Vinited Hlafes DHenale ()] M: Barve: ]

L

June 26, 1973 )
M. M-y

Respectfully referred to:

Congressional Liaison
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Department of Justice
Washington, D. C, 20530

Because ¢of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inguiries and communications,
vour consideration of the attached is

Your findings and views, in

requested.
duplicate form, along with return of the

enclosure, will be appreciated by

Form #2
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20 Juna 1973

Ii1

Bear Senstor (RN

Thoucgh in Alaska temporarily worring o @ mi’wtﬂ"' cowirami, L stil eonsider mv)elf‘EL
an asident enge it is 1o wou * i,

1 ¢e:; 4
Turing pfr days at...ol.bege, 1 Bacamn ivtorenoed in a fancinabing Canem rhysicling,
vieolai*Tesla, Prnffessor Tesla ewn*.rauﬂw 79 this ety In Rie Wronliovs, 1
F%ILDVG, 2na did some of his most originel “ideee. Tosla rad a meculiar hen® of mlnu,
in his younger days he was often called & 7al saic.alist, and did not rubiish
ertonsively when he came o the US, Moz of the owianh -ol-nrr —aborial 9 in
untranslatad Czech, Tesla wau,.nwnvar, an coternahve s ocnker, IR Shought 14
sirance that upon his death, nowe of nis wotas f“- als h.”“1(a” neviod eupr
smoreared, pon discascing wris writh & frieni, T gz informed viat all of ., Tesla's
mtrg were confiscated by tne FRI, I canrot woncaive now t*‘ne noLes on rn:31cs

#nd =lootricity can in any way ondanger the national safeir, 1t seems that !
over in nis zeal, hal confiscated material wrose ouly si7 we° a radicel approach
+2 sgience, There is indication thiat mue’ o “wolesser Tecla's later worlh conceraed

s owzrn povel aprroach to tirs thedry., Loodluss Lo osay, it bus been raalcal 2ppi oaches
to ohvrsxes that have ceen our gireatest scicaiific advanses ir medera times,
vize Linehnin, Heiserherg, et &

T waz wendering if your office nizht be anla 4o determine if these papers arve
5t111 extant, and if so, see to it that the public hac accesz to themy It would
be a shame tn ses all of Nieonlail Teslas work to have been in vain,

Tlazse excuse my typirz, in all the thousanis
veral oducation, I rnever did master the typaw

ol stords T typed trying to ret
rlter,

—
He b
G

e
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July 5, 1973

Honorable
United States Seanate
AR Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator

This 1

2;' acknowledge recaipt of your communication
dated June 26th

closing a letter from your constituent,
who is temporarily employed in Mash.%

inquiry, central files - /4
ga indicate that the '

In response to
¢f the Pederal Bureau of Inves
effects of Dr. Rikola Tesla were irmpounded after his death
by the 0ffice of Alfen Property of the Department of Justice
and not by the FRI. Since we did not participate in the

handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to furnish
the inforration you desire.

I am returning your enclosure ags you requested.
Sincerely yours,

william D. Ruck&lshaﬂs

LI William D, Rockelshaus
Acting birector

Enclosure
!

Me. Feit 1l - Portland - Entlosures (2)

:-g:;‘:h;—- 1 - Congressionafl|\Services Office - Enclosures (2) b{
. Clevelsd . NOTE: Bufiles rior cordial correspondence with Senator

. Conrmd — , is not identifiable in Bufile
Me. Jenking ___ r. Tesla was a world-famous

Mr. Marshal}

e g5~ electrical /invgn{or", and at the time of his death, all of his

Mr. Soyars personal d effects were believed dangerous to the count
M ompsen —  g@curity ell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodic
Tele, Room _ J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a ce€
ﬁ'.g:';ia safe and op ned it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearl
o Bowert —— 1 jt was the Office of Alien Property of the Depar’

Mr. Conmy
Mr. Mintz
M. Eardley
Mrs. Hogan

ik _‘ nd the above reply is forwarded in answer to re
)l TELETYPE UNIT [ @ w " ‘
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( —~ July 19, 1973

AT, 2237 705
e 23428

o
£X-10

]

Your letter was received on July lstﬁ. In
response to your inguiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla
were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the PBI.
Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr, Tesla's
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you
desire, A copy of your communication and of this reply have

been referred to the Department of Justice.

MAILED 4 Sincerely yours,
191973 L. M. Keliey f
Fa! Clarence M. Kelley
Director

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (Bufile 100-22:
Assoe. Dir. _____ reflects'that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and

Assr. Dir at the t%me of his death, all of his personal papers and effects
o~ Were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell intc
Fiwst e Un3uthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil

Gan. fnv,

tdent.

alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,
appropriating hi '

Inspection — i 5 property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was
inteli. the Office of Alfien Property of the Department which did so, and
?“T?, the above r is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy
e o of letter #e qed to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Divisio
Training Of the D e t . )

Legal Coun.
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SEN

B 11 MENRMATION CONTAINED
e
(©

penEiy IS UNCLASSIF
,,e;‘"',_"" DATE 2-3-80 B
. ’ -

Your letter, which was received on July 30th, has
been reviewed and I would like to point out that FBI Agents were
not involved in removal of papers from the safe of Dr. Nikola
Tesla, nor did we at any time have custody of his property.

I realize there have been some written accounts
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla's belongings; however, these
accounts are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso-
lutely not responsible and there was no impersonation involved.

Sincerely yours,

L. M. Keiloy

Clarence M. Kelley
Director

NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects
of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Alien Property had
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his

fraes D communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate
Aimin.. clearly that after Dr. Tesla's death some relatives opened the safe in his
Files & Com. _ hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of

Gon. Inv. Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions
o that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmui
el — as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla's effects, the

Plan. & el Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter,
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June 9
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
U.S. Department of Justice

Washington D.C, 20535
Sirs:

We recently contacted the San FPrancisco 31
office and a review of their files revealed

information concerning the scientist Nikolé:%esla - e

or his papers which we understand to have _2en
impounded.

If you cculd meke a thorough investigation~--

of all files and materials available to you, we
would greatly appreciate the correspondence of
any information that might be discovered.

Thank you,

e




(\ Suly 7, 1978

’ 1
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This will acknowledge your letter of June 9th.
In response to your inquiry, the papers of
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his dsath, by the
Office of Alien Property of the Department e¢f Justics.
Sincerely yours,
G M. Keyiey,
Clarence ¥N. Xelley
Pirector

-Adkaniionri—usan—thr—Hauder—

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr., Tesla was a

world famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by
Office of Alien Property for national security reasocns.
Since Tesla's death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous
inquiries about the disposition of his technical papers.,

b:p. a0 4¢m. . The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries.
Dep. AD Inv. __

gt Bufiles cgntain no information identifiable with requesters.
Admin. .
e (b

Ext. Allgirs ____
Files & Com
Gen. Inv, v N
e ; MAILED 7 ~. .
Inspection i , - A
Inteli. JUL? 1575
Laborotory
Plon. & Evol. - 1
Spec. Inv. . R
ming -y 5 .
wn. S S ¢

GO 6344

Assot. Dir,




13 November 1975 ( )

Mr. Clarence Kellay

Directer At r'EQP'1QTp1H quAllr
- Ili'lu_
E'BC?' R — PETTIR rin AoQITITRy D
'iinlﬁgton. Lelw» EUDJD ~r ..,‘,_“ P \Jt.iu.__f }li [ U
CKTE 2340 By ot
Desr Mr. Kelley:
v//

In reply to the letter of 10 November from your offiee:

I restate that I was not asking about the exlicstenee or
. non-exlstence of any inveatigative information e
¢ _Tesla, but on his teehnical papers seized on his death
T in 1943 and reported in the papers of that time,

The reasoen given irn the reply freu your offiee, the
second pnr;graph, as to why I eannet get any inferm-
ation en Tesla's papers makes ne sense in itself eor
in reply te my inquiry. The thikd paragraph stating
the eonditions under which a search will be made

is a clear bureaucratle elrcumvention of the Freedom

of Informetion Act and an excuse on the part of the
individual handling mvy regqueat for, ning any work haa

SHELVICLaL DRLRLLLE =) iR wwiil

yond the drafting of a 1etter. W1ll 1t be the decision
of your office to let the situation stand like this?

£8 I stated in my first letter, I sn following up the
Tesla data for & magazine article. I am tempted to have i
your reply eof the 10th printed and run nationally as /
an example of how bureaucratlic manoeuwring is used to {
get around the FQIA, Does the bureau need more of this

type of publiclity?

It 1e dlsheartening te see an agency entrusted to uphold
the law using 1ts rescurces to moek the law.

.?’ Sincerely,

4, o
o ’//9 ’/3 ((73 //;:

<,

‘ el SO ©
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November 26, 1975

11 QR ATION CONTAINED
¢) ' IS UNCLASSIFIED
) SATE 2-3-00_B
C

S

This will acknowledge receipt ef your letter

to the Bureau on November lith.mb
In response to your imguiry, the papers eof
Dr. NHikola Tesla were impounded, att.; his death, by

the Office of Alien Property of the Department of
Justice.

Sincerely yours,

C. M. Kelley
Clarence M. Kslley
Director

1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure
Attention: Susan M. Hauser

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was
a World famous electrical inventor, and at the time
of his death his personal papers and effects were
aseec. 0. impounded by Office of Alien Property for National
oer. a0 adm. . Security reasons. Since Tesla's death in 1943 the

:?;EW~— Bureau has received numerocus inguiries about the
i disposition of his technical papers. The above
Comp. syar. — Yeply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries.
Ext. Affairs
Files & Com. )
Gan, Inv. ( 5 )
ident. . r
Inspaction .'\ . ﬂg
Intell. - N
Labaratory - .
Plan. & Evel. _ (7

Spac. Inv.

Training

Lagal Coun.

| @
Telaphone Rm.

D grr'mg“. J 1&1?{ M TELETYPE UNIT [ GPO : 1975 O - 568-920
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. . s ACTTION
: .t
© 1 " "ROUTING AND TRANIPY TAL sLIP
U TQ (Name, office symbol or Jocation} [NITIALS RCimCULATE
Alan McCreight [Tave ~JcoonpinaTron
Rm. 5435 - JEH N
2 INITIALE FILE
DATE tMFORAMATION
3 INITIALS ENOTE AND
RETURMN
DATE FER CON
VERSATION
2 INITIALS I SEE M I
DATE II‘NlTU.-‘

REMARKS

o R

Do NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences,
disapprovals, clearances, and similar actions

FROM (Mame, office aymbal or facation) CATE —
10/21/75
Susan M. Hauser
PHONE
2145
OPTIONAL FORM 41 “I—1—S1W4-L  852-103 ero 504110

AUGUST 1987
GS5A FPMR { 41CFR) 100 -13.206
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Freedom of Information Act Recuest 2R
- -~
o — B
Z<
m (@
?egutg Attqrney Ge_neral= <
U.5. Depertment of Justice Ma
wWashington, D.C. 20535 ' ﬁ, e
-+ -
F -

Gentlemen:

I am writing an article for a magazine on e&rly twentieth
century inventorg end want to obtain information on some

papers of Nikolathraglas that were sgized by the FBI on his
death in 1943. , .
ﬂfd . '] b/a /74

Tesla invented a number of elecfrical devices and because
of the war and because Tesla was born =z V‘llanﬂ]av1 an ﬂﬁ‘l“nnn:ﬂ

-k W el Wl S , V
it was probably considered a2 measure of preventitive safety

to hold in safekeeping papers that might have any bearing on
national security.

I would like to find ocut: 1) if the FBI still has the papers;
2) if they do have the papers, what must be done to see them;
3) if they do not have the papers, who does have them or what
happened to them? . p,
00 /
this -

Aﬁ

I would be very grateful for your help with

X &

A

3

@
7

| )
o+ QR *ATION CONTAINED f@

i

LTS U.&CLASSIF\ED A
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one big idea, He moved 1w Paris
wheve he becnme a Knd of coneral
troubleZnnater Tor the Continental
.(]:mn“("diqu.fﬁ\—

T hratn was still chipping away
at Lis Lig prolhilem, Tt 1*1( tronble
was, he couldn’ t share it with
tramed men who misht have helped
hive work it out. For wheneser he

JUNE, 143§

mentiened alternaring curent
(]utn;‘Tcn“mur oo would
lool, at rltin HES ”:-Nl"!\ o were
Crazy.

But e camme the apaga U w e
he bhew e Lol solved i He was
w. .llm, sl e Dol e B Je
H-m]m*w \umln nl;, Lo stupped
short e began Jahbimg \\Il?a his
cont ;’ll__.wng Adnsabile phjecd i
the o,

".'rt_‘ it \\uIL'« " he hnun(l It
is_ e otating noaguete el awhich
s the APt barn, l{ podls
m.TTn ”m' i lzrm-!lr! \\1r]| 1!,
the shatt o revalve A T |Ni||1T1'
thus ssweiteh, cansine the
flow firar o ooe divection

sy

furrent 1o
,then the

orther .7
Never niond whoat his friendd
thought. Tl hud the answer.

AY th(‘un-u_("jﬂ\ colleaviuesseotled
or looked Lok But the nanagern,
listenine 1o the uu]]u;ujinqq o
scientihe jargon, sudde nly thougha
of his boss Back i the United S
Lt o s trutle in wh, A the
Croat said SRR

trical \\1;-|rd unu]d bhe St
enough 1o wee .

St gane Tenla a Jetter of in-
Hudn(nnn o Thonas L\iuun il
\ubu] Lim 1o ey his Lok in Niner-
1ICd. T Thus, _Tulu now 27 arrived
in Rew Yok ”c MWL T].m(ﬁnmr
over sex-Tect-two, with a distin:
ruished head ol deep-set hlae
(AR 8 s \_f_:_\_]_( \\Aqlul)lul
ACTHSS rrht ‘chbones, bis dark T
Tk, s Tehin sh, npls poimed. O
\uult]]\ roods, he hod the elothes
on his back, lour cents in cash, the
letter to Filisan, and the ideaswhich
was o choge the warld,

Ldispi henghn Jess than nothing
of the wdeas It secned so prepos-
terous thot he wouldn't even listen

surely the Tonows ele -

Face
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and, of caurse, Tesla YLiad no
Jdroawgnes with which oy e o
vinee him. Bt Fdison 3&.\_(__1.{?11 4
foln, {ur by lad oacellon fraining
ae an engine e _and Fdison needed
noned men,

B avith rontine clecte b sark,
1 oeda it neatls thive vears {or
A chanee o turn b mental e
Pt g ac i
tor vihere To 1887, he was able 1o
Dortow cnoueh mones To starnt his
ot Laboratons, and the Following
yen the aliernatipg-cuniont moetor
anel gruerator nepe puu,;l_iuch.lli—
ey il l |ull'._|1_g_l'_)_w' t]ll)l.li:h
nroach practical engincening wodld
aill he needed o i then to conmi-

Pinotor Be could shiow

perobal uses
Gy Wesdnghouse, another
T onton, s the it e see thes

e, Fie Loveht the patents and

conve Teslo a b as cngineet i dis
Piosbaneh factors,

But Tesht couldn’t et along with
the other Westinghouse engineers.
o hie stanedprint, the alserat-
ine-curient jubowas dene. Faven
sochaothon conld now lan ot
e Tew aciainine hinks. Mean-
vinne, his baain had st 1ed 1o hateh
cvien bieeer dreanss He wane hack
1o bis Yot story in New Yoo

“Be olone “he ondcetald o
~ il‘l\a:\-\_l).ll('-l-. "ﬂ;;t'\.ljﬁw_lvrt_-(;i
e B adone dui™s where
e e e Do ™ T
\1 ont nrwoas Tnoahe years tha

fotloswed, Tesln bad vans el

T G TATICES, E_ILII ‘Hl']f_L[lll

S ened. Alter his otlior, geosornz

an "‘Q_‘_'_‘il_‘li"_i,i,’i‘luwuw-
Phe minner_fow d_others was

conod but eeryed, distmt T

wordde were sl utgered Lyosome

cod, Sting onoan Olymipus hivh

118

ove the pest of ooy, Bowked
w his [ e, those words made a
temendons hpresson.

| l('__h'f lulnI L evrry scientfie
center s thic country and 1 all the
Hportant Capitals abroad. Things
whith, as vel, esdsted ooy inside
et oo brain of his were so
real to L, he made them real
1o his disteners,

He desonted vadar e radio
I_n_E,Tc_i_Tl{msjy_iﬁ_v_\lE television
P advocated clectro-therapy, He
foresaw o day when nan would
contio] natuie inoesery respect -
cven the weather - when machines
ol .I]E K]I](!‘i, ;III(! the pl)\\(‘l o v
them, would T socheap that pov-
city would vanish from the world

Withowt wanting 1o ey Teda
\\LIH—.F;TIF(“—I-T—I_QITTI:T_W('I listening
T and e Toe s wonglers, an-
Jdieneres s 1('.|(].\ [£%] L lieve nearh
s thine.

Fesla rcasened that
ool electrie power cheap ifyou o
couli deaway with the millions of :
poles and insuletors, the mitlions of
toms of copper wine used 1o wransiit
it from place 10 p].u(' e thoueln
N hnew b o dooat- .'mdd]. P
Morvan boched hing with 30 R
n Lo T, |

esla bl o
huge power plant with i1 15410
Sl('('-]f_l‘llnhr(] Torn ¢l 1:-]:[1(‘(1 ]:}. RE
cuotinons nashiiomn=slaped cop
per dome. 'rom  this dome he
planne o Tasband the carthsoruse
millions of valts of clecok
cnerey. The power so added 1o the
carth's peomanent chaige could De
drainedd ol gt some utho peoint

any prant o on he canth’s surtace
This, 1woudd be posihibe for clee-
11ic power Lo Le soent anywhere
without conduits, poles or wines. Oh
su hie thousht, unul he wied it

yvou couled

with

CORONET




L PLES

- R e g

v

In Nosvewber, 1828, Tesla_an-
novnced tha he could gbolish war.

The inventor had desiecned o
sl inexpensive, radio-controlled
buoat which, through Uts supposed
ability to destroy the biggest bartle-
ships, would make great novies use-
less. Not many years later, he wa,
talking ol another SUHpCE-wWrapon a
“deatf Tay o which would sunthi

Tate whalt armics,

Y‘_A__T‘(:;T.I V”('\"r .‘\i]\']!('l “'ll EII4I1
the ,['(,‘,11 SUptr-weapon rf_f_' 1he fnhm‘
would come from atanae fission
}"()r-ﬁm‘;ilrkT‘})_.Txlz ' ]fohm whnh
fedd 1o stashinge the atomy, he hoad
onlv ridicule. Aone o his mddle
aee, he ad Tllen oot of stepwieh
the world’s oreat thinker.

Not ool Tesla's Larer inventions
were fantastic, Some, ke bas -
(11_1;lix;r1 conls ond osetllators, and
proneer work on Stnned” electnoal
circuits, were hishly naportant.

I'wuch he nev™r soceecded in
transitiing power withont wires
or o b seale, he def prove that o
single wine i eneneh, And some ol
his brilliant prophecies inspiced the
maore plodding scientists 1o work ot
the practicad problens of induoction
heating, radio-telophone, radar il
nany other electronic murvels ot
tuday.

But as he grew older, he with-

, Winnle Wit s

drel Wither oo d funthier wirl-
in solt PN oy e Pt e
souMed Tihe oovice troo g o
planet. For conipanion s P now,
l}l(‘ old ma hood oonl ]wi\_lhl'un\
and ey T en wrler walhy gl
Yoars, ("ti“hlv"?t‘l} alome i1 !.:\r‘ v
SI-nT(‘_:_l,_f__{ i f‘i'lm‘ with o, ok
very hairn, be vl Dip o b
bieote W'L’!”A,L’".\ K 'nl'_; IR I N
aned trudee slow e e o g pork
\\-!E-lﬁxﬂ?.(WnL-‘f;,é--' Vs oy it |
b Thess were bie foiensds Thaes
1{?-]-(51-\m£§'|117=.5!. the wan b ol

Nt

When Le crew tonall ro oo oo,
cach doy e sent o Wearern Vlaion
Miter beedds
soee e Bardbe the B s st teed
to see 0 anv of rhieng seeoped <ich

Pl e Lo bl ;lll';,

T1so, liewas o bt thern ok o

Fost's room where the tovetiten

wortld nnse theny gentdy Lok o)
heslih,

Perbips this snd hiete Lbwor of
ln\{' _‘-ll-:\!jklll‘cl the man who
chanved the worl bl an L djse
('u‘\('l_:wl aoreat todh |’|'i|ml:~; L=
kl)(;{\' 7[1‘1-a\\'. “m[ -I]u createst 1;..\\11
Tor HT_m” I‘lc;\'_nnt”in ey thougin
Tt E!TTHI_I_II-'H beart polsatine
like Tis own “toned cnouis’ - in
tune with the hearis ol his Uellows
men. Or Jid Le ever know? You

could never be sure about Tesla.

I.\' T Farty 17200 when Winston Chure ! foed ol nded Loaly his
avnsupporters and the politieal opposition, the Lo Georer Begnard
Shav wrote b ) enclow two vonchers o the prevacre of iy new

plov s for voursel and aodne nd

il ANy '
Back e the plavaaiehit puoegds canue the e

e chec ke with this

vote from “Wanme ™ U regrer Daneunabd o s nd the preomiése of
3'1'“‘ IELERAY I'I.i}, ]‘!f'.l\(' ‘!(l[l\] e fwo Ve ]“'l\ I‘il [!ll' AL [Hlli 'E" Il'll AR PRI

- any

JUSNELS TGEG

M A n . e am ] Vew oy
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‘ uRECOGNITION FOR TEStA—. |
.\

" Ae long last Serbians—American and -

i ve
acted to honor the memory and achievements of one of
* Bia's greatest sons.

. Fpr, the world-wide Centennial celebration of DE
NikolkTesla’s birth next }eu, Serbs on this Contment
—p——————
plmtoetectabustshtueottneeiecmcugenmstomu

: befmetheenhmofﬂnMonmryuleﬂem\

. Steps lopking towards that' end were taken at the recent
SNFjepnvention fo]lowing the readmg of
anLdD o

%ﬁﬁ by President
Radakovich from His ufaéc Dis Nicolai. As fJLll‘: QHIP
bersahy-renowped churchman ctamf%?f W hlalle
“ monument, by Serbians, would forever md other Serbs
of the honor and glory of Dr. Nikola Tesla ..

|

i Anfl that he
l -was a SERBIAN, son of a SERBIAN ()RTI-I('\I')Q)( dergy-

»ArRE

_‘man, born in the SERBIAN SELO of Smiljan inLika. < - -

Further, His Grace urged that the undertaking be a -]omt
. one and representative of ALL the Serbian orgailiatiay
" the Usited States and Canada® He naturally looked o the |

for leadership, and the greatest monetary contribution. Bu

| oo
I EEE T
also besought the help of the Serbian Natl Dcfenae anﬂte’ R
Jedinstvo beneficial society. N 5
The Convention voted $1000 for the project nnd a L 2 2
hand collection was ; % among tbcbleg.m-..nd AR
guests, kinsmen Milog#Conjevich of Johet, HlL, giving- Té o=
$200. It is probable that the of the meeded ‘C‘tJL ‘g
will be raised thru public good-will offerings.and vl \_.;59
cash gifis of the other two organizations mentioned.: § - i
And after a suitable bust has been erected forDr.. , 5
Bishop Nicolai suggest imilar-like monument horfor the =
\ , memory of Dr. Mi upin, a]so a world-renowned scientist, I"?'l
) author and educator. : SRR <
~ This is a subject near and dear to all good Serblan hearts’

arnmm——
Yio oo dd

p .

A% w o mhmo s ool 22

{%fﬂ 7

*“‘,"
A "AMERICAN SRBOBRAN®
R /09 2 2 37 September 28, 1955
INDEXED - 36 ‘~!f — Pittsburgh, Pa,
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Opens Drive for Tesla Memerial at Ltbertyvlllé;

|SNF
" %2000 PUBLIC AID SOUGH_

PITTSEURGH, PA. — The Serb
Nat'l Federation Executive Board
,%'u acted quickly to irnplement a
. onvention decision to honor the
me of the illustrious Dr. Nik-|
f esla.

At its first meeting of Orto-
ber 8, the Board drafted a resolu-
tion calling on all SNF members
and good Serbians to help fi-

; Wance a memorial project fer the
. late scientist-inventor genius.

This would stand be‘ore the
enirance of the Monastery In
Lihertyvilte, RL

'Cdkt of the contemplated project,

which would clarion to the world
that Pr. Tesla was a Berbian, is
estimated at $3000. The Convention
wvoted $1000 to the cause and a hand
collection among
Yielded several
more.

! Kinsman Milos
Joliet, 111, gave $204

Public Aid Sought

* Balance of the needed sum is now
being sought thru good-will offer-
ings of the general Serbian popu-

ndred dollars

Konjeviéh of

fund, si.milar to the one 'be-
" conducted to help Aefray
expemes on Shadelznd
. b.en etablished,

"N hoped to raise the neces-

ke At T

INDEYED - 14

S NOV ¢ & 1955

122 delegates:

lgce in the United States and Can-'

sary monies and complete the
oroject in time 'for. the world-
wide Centennial; celebration for
‘the genins next ¥ear. o
: Spearheading tic moverment for
recognition, espdcially ajmonyg
American elements, is the {TESLA |
SOCIETY. founded by s “entist-
engineer Leland ‘Leland nderson, fanat-
jcal admirer of the Tate Dr. Nikola
Tesla. )
Mr. Anderson right now is con-
ducting a search for a famous por-
trait of the Serbian electrical wiz-

ard done gt the turn of the century |

in New York.

Seek Missing Portrait

In his c’urrent TESLAIAN opub-
lization, M. Andgrson revedled the
work, by Princess Vilma Lwoff-
Parlzghy, is missing. "

Reviewing developments,
Anderson wrote:

“On March 1, 1916, the Prmcesa
gave a receptaon ir her new studio
in New York especiallv to exhibit
her latest protrait of Nikola Tesla.
An article in the NEW YORK
TIMES for March 2. 1916, ctated—

“ 9t was one of the beliefs ¢
Mr, Tesla that there was some-
thineg unhacky mbont posing for 2
pictore and he never sat to anv

hef-re ke enterq the stndio af
the Prin . The rhom whish she

Mr.

© kad chosen did not lnve a sky-

AP0 ~ 2&57-4!

l’"\

H,A"’ fu&\,
120 v 4 18hE

-1 mapmaTin*t CONTAINED

7‘_, i Jan

730 r}@j%z&,érﬁ

.--'?

lii

V!

light in it and the mweb:
North exposure was missing.

. % ‘At the muggestion of Mr. Tesla,
a cluster of powerful incandescents
was put up in the corner of the
apartment and the rays, filtered
| thru blue glass, were just the right
[quality. The portrait was shown
under the same illumination,

At Fase for Bittivg !

“ ‘Mr. Tesla, having spived the.
problem of the artifical dan, fell 1o
thinking about other parts of the
universe, and there he sat obllvious
to his surroundings.

“ ‘The painter was able lo pr
duce a likeness in whick there
no evidence that the subject w
conscions that anybedy w 1
watching him. much le=s wtudy- |
ing his features from the other
side of the easel.

‘“ ‘Among those who attended the
reception were Mrs. C. B. Alex-
ander, Henry P. Davison. the
Countfless de Rnttenburg and Mrs.
E. T. Isham.' "

After the Princeu dled in 1921
her studio and all objects of nrt '
was sold st wuction. .

The Telsa portrait, Sixdr
inrhes, appeared on the cover of

TIME mheazine (Jaly 28, 3]
and fn the FLECTRICAL EX--
PFRIMENTER {Janugsy—1/38),

Mr. Andemon says. - ;
Its locstion is not i-w known,

AMERICAN SRBOERAN ;-/

Pittsbur-gh, Ps,
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. Cadiz, 0., Serb Gives $100 |
For Bust Image of Inventor
To Be Placed at Monastery

Pittsburgh, Pa.—Half of the 43000 fund goal for a statue I

L . decided to wmise, by public

memorial of the late Dr. Nikola Tesla has been realized, the
S F announced today.
In fact, tohloonmbubomcounted»fumeto
£ $1580.
é:u The Fund is an outgrowth of a plea by Buhop Nxcoh:
;E for Serbians to do honor for the®
I~ memory of the noted electrical historians, wrhl'l, edacators,
% o= wizard during the world.-wide scientists, etc., would mot be
€y —~ Centennial celebration phnned rhisled, Bishop Nicolai believes.
g cc/? o for the genius next year, Be that as it may, the SNFs
=X €oal is to amass the neaded mon-
= &3 ln the wake of the plea, ies in time to erect and dedicate
=T <= % woiced at the recest 7th Con- .
=:I N vention at Ni Falls, Can- the mex-norul bcfc_trc the Tesla
- = gure Centennial celebration ends.
S oo “) ada, the delegates approved a .
LT Ty $1000 gift from the SNF_and | Doncrs and the amounts of

. their donations are as follows:

; ;’:L_J grant, the balance of $2000. g\ . $ 100000
c > A hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjevich  200.00
~ 122 grase-rcots leaders of the So-.. ™  TFodor Dragich - . $0.00
cic' raised another $450. Then, } “** Petar Borovich = 25.00
first meeting October §, the SNF Couneel N Sterie - -"25.00 -
y-elected Exeartive. Board of Delegnc N. &epmoﬂe!_: 20.00
the SNF appealed to. the mem-, " Maxim Jakovac 20.00
- bership at large to fulfill the bal-| " Nija Janianin 20.00
Llni:e required. *“ Lou Balta , 10.00 /
Y Jovan Vukeavich 10.00
Fﬂt comm ’100 ‘ *“  Milan KlimbM moo
A scant 24 hours after tln ap- - * Stevan -Rogulie. : -10.00 i
peal was published in the Society’s ™ Bogdan Dmgitich ...5.00
- ) 4 “Srbobran™ organ last Wednes-, * Milan Tomich = 35.00
0 Ny ] 1 & day, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, O..'i " Todor Vuicich 5.00
- gave $100. ' *  Dijuro Lukich =~ " 8.00 ~
28 The proposed memonal a * G, Sfoisavijevitch - 5.00
" statue image, would be placad be-! * R. Vukadinovieh - 5.00
Jfore the entrance of the St. Sava’ * Ianko Mmmich . 5.00
'Sefbmn Monastery in Libertyville, *  Petar Maravich 5.90
m. - Mirko Baranin " 3.00



ition at Ningura Fnlh.Cl.l- Centennial rnl-bnm-nda.

a, the delegates approved
000 gift from the SNE.

|

i

Dionerns d&.-m-i

cided to raise, by publie tbutdomt...pmqhﬂm

s hand collection among ﬂn Dilquto M. Ko

P ;:. zod‘ ]
*  TFodor Dragich )‘M
*’“ Pﬂ-r Borwkﬁ- 33‘32’

{ly- -elected Executive. Board of Deleglu N SM. ig’ ﬂ

1 2008
" LouBalts.. s} 10.00-

grase-roots leadem

raised . anather ﬂge.?ﬁu
% first miveting Okteber s, tha SNF
SNF appealed to the mem-|
ship at large to fulfill the bal-

e required. ;
First coniribuuon smo

A scant 24 hours nftet tlll np-
il was published in the Society’s
‘bobran’ organ last Wednes-
7, Sime Zehch of Cadiz, Q.,
< $100. L
The proposed memon-l i!
tue image, would be placed bo-t
¢ the entrance of the St. Sava

:bian Monastery in Libertyville; |

'
!

“There & would proclaim to
ns of thousands of Serbian
sitors annually that ‘Nikola
es'a was cff Serbian immisvant
ock and son of a Serbian
rthodox clergvman,” Bishop
icolai declared. :
For half a century and more,
: general American public has
en misled anent the nationality

 the man who foretold thé com-
s of atomic energy power.

Only recently, a prominent

smerican magazine listed him,

awcorrectly, as of Croatian |

tock. The mistake was subse-
uently puhliclv corrected with
nologies by the publication.
But lacking an image reference,
th historical statistics, similar
+ors are likely in the future.

Old References Poor

The magazine publication, for
stance, explained it obtained its
‘erence material from an anti-
ated guide book.

Since the misléading matter

:re was never challenged bv:
tbians and other interested
rties before, the magazine logi-
lv assumed it was factual. 1
Erection cf a bust statue.
150 listine Dr. Tesla’s date of
irth. birthnlace. natents, efe.,
‘onld counter "he old mrdte
nd make certain that futare |

f

“* Masim. Jakovas .
. * Ihja Janjabds -

4

*  Jovan Vuﬁurlnh 10.00 5

“ Milan Kajganovieh 10.00 -

" Steven Rogulis . - 10.00
* Bogdan Drugitigh  5.00

* Milan Tomich" T 8.00
*  Todor Vuieich 5.00-.
*  Djuro Lukich . 5,00 -
- G. Stoisavljevich .00
* R. Vukadinovith 5.00
*  Janke Mrmich . 5.00
*  Petar Maravich 5.00
* Mirko Baranin 5.00
*  Stanko Jelich 5.00
. * *
Prof. Anthonv Tomovich
(Edmonton, Alberta,
Can.) 10.00
, Teta Andia Mamula o
- { Pittsburgh) : 5.00
Martha Mamuls Bjelosh
{ Pittsburch) 10.00 "

Sime Zelich (Cadiz, ©.) 100.0”
Milinko Alexich, war invalid
{Omasha, Nebr.)

Total $Lr

i

-—the honoring, forever, of two of Serbia’s best-known immi-

grant sons who contributed so greatly to the, welfarc and

prosperity of their adopted America. -

We hope te report developments as soon as they take
‘plhce, remembering Bishop Nikolai's concluding remarks:
, “Nikoln Tesla, in the field of science, brought the
| Serbian name great glory—just as did the greatest Serbian

. knights on the field of battle.”

b7
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23 June 56

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D.C.

Gentlemen:

During my senlor year at Georgetown University I read J.J.,0'Niel's
Biography of Nikoll Tesla% the book, entitled <rodigal Genius?
described quite & few of Tesla's experiments nost of which I ﬁried
myself in the phyeics lab. I am interested in reviewing Tesla's
experiments in wireless electric power transaission,

Unfortunately, Tesla dled 1n 1945 Just at the time he suUpposedly
had developed a system of wireless power transalgsion., 8ince World
War 1l was then in progress his papers were seized and sealed by the
F.B.I. I suppose that by now Tesla's papere have been released for
publication, but a call to the Library of Congress prodweed no
results., Therefore, I have two questions: -

* 1) Does the F.B.I. now have Tesla's sclentifioc papers?

£2) If 80, are they available for public inspection?
If they were released, who has them?

I will certainly appreciate any help you can give me aloa g thege lines,
Tesla published very little of his findinge; this, coupled with the

fact that wirelese power is connected by most people with "Death Rays®

and crack-pots has made it nearly impossible for me to find anything
on the subject, :

Y ve tru

&)

O REOD-% ‘jé,’c'_a:237."!
MY i

- ,\L/ - n WE 3 1955
| \\J ‘NED L
eI CONIR —
- (b) Fq\s 'NLNW .
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RECORDED - 337 7

oo * . |NFORMATION CONTAINED  Juse 29, 1986
/9‘122 EREINIS UNCLASSIFED

% 'DATE?sro B»KW
ol oy 15

be- NN 000 mka/; Tc,sia
. mdmm:owry.xgu

files reflect that the of Tesla
after his death by % Oftica ﬁ .‘..L'.-.. iy and

you requested.

Sincersly yours,
) . . e »
- NN ¥
John Edgar Hoover 2 2O
- llroetor , rme
m—. - Aar e
T T FSLI NOTE: Bu.fl.les reflect no record on’ correspondent a.nd reveal thea':or-rec
JUNZ2 91956 | spelling of Tesla's name as “Nikc%. " Bufiles reflect this type of eﬂ h
MAILED 24 | been uiilized by the Domestic Intelligence Division in answerkng s r
-4 inquiries, {65-47953; 100-2237) Cover memo from Mr, Belmont :

‘Boardman 8-29-55, set out background of this matter which concerned th
" death ol [pesla, a famous electrical inventor, Bureau was net involved
6“‘ g " in this matter, and the opening of the safe conhimng his effects was done
olson by qu]omce of Alien Property _ _

Boardman
Nichols
Belmont
lhrbo

T WYIr g0t
sl?n‘::rrpwd T \JU
TR JUL 17 \“5 ’ .
Ry W '

Gandy

b
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O]fﬁce Mem\ »d%’i% « UNITED ' +.7° GOVERNMENT

™ DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 7/25/57
Frgrli T « CONTAINED
M SAC, NEW YORK (65-~12290) N \'{?(BRMA% gi%%\: )
. @‘3{1\ o Ef;';\ \3\‘\6 %
JBCT: ?gx?% {Dezeased) “;'ﬁ, %L/

Wstreet New York 5
24, Wew York, & e8 citizen of Ys:éoa}.av W /-‘/

extraction, who on occaslon, voluantarily furnishes
. the New York Office with information he considers %o
be in the intsrests of the Becurlity ef mmd ,
States Government, furnished Special Ag -
NICHOLAS J.MASTROVICH the following info tioxz on ..

Jul 19573 v

v 3. 3957 WA k2SS ‘
ated that a certain woman named {éXZ)@

Mrs. MARG TORM who lives with her husband,

JOHN, at the mm,‘!. Hotdl, 51 West 8lst Street, New

York 24, New Yo¥k, Bas been issuing newsletters which

éontain armation perdailning to flying saucers

an erplanetary ma'lg_bggra{ AL L ETT W L HEWS le

QI ..o tnat in his opinion Ke. and &)
¥Mrs., STORM are explolting the reputation and genius
of NIKOLA TESLA, deceased,inventor of Yugoslav
extraction who shieved world wide fame 88 & result of
his inventions in the United States.

\ TESLA was born in Smiljan, Yugos).avia in
ﬁ\ July, 1859 and came to the United States in 1894

and dbecame a naturallized United States c¢itizen., In
1886 TESLA designed the arc-lighting system and two
#ears later he invented the Tesla motor and demigned /
a plan £or the transmission of alternating current, ~
In subsasquent years, TESLA's discoveries and inventigks™”
inciided such fields and applisnces as wireless '~ ;
communication, eledirival)odafiidtion, radfant power and
radio active matter., After 1900, communications
and wireless power tranﬁ se\arx occupigd most oft M
his research, W gec®
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: carried an article Betting forth N

NY 65-12290.

TESLA'S only military invant;on was -8 lnthod

to uﬁlcﬁ he once sluded but-mewr fully gescribed.’ - R

This “{nvention was a means whereby am inhpenetrable
*wall of force" can be erected around the Unifed
States' borders which would render helplesa any
military attack. ¥ESLA disclosed the existence -
of his plan in 1934 and stated he intended to present

it to the @Geneva confarence but seldon referred % 1t
‘aftterward. = .

The "New York Times" dated 9/22/h0T,
s plan Tor &

AL WO

ueu.l;u .ru:y . mlﬂ uru].c;e mc;mu :u;u,or-aia.on to

the effect that TESLA, on his 8ith birthday, July 10, 1940,
CE - _

advieed New York Times reporter WILLIAM
that he Was ready to divulge to the United States
Government the secret of his "teleforce", with which
he sald airplane motors would be melted at a dilstance
of 250 miles Bo that an invisible Chinese wall of
defense would be bullt around the country against any
attempted attack by an enemy airforce no matter how
large. ‘According to TESLA, this "teleforce™ was
based on an entirely new prinntple of Physics that
"no one hag ever dreamed about®™ and was different from
tie: rinciple embodied in his inventlons relating to
the transmission d electrical power from-a distance,

for which he received a number of basic patents.

TESLA stated that this new type of force would
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of a

- square c:zjéagimeter in diameter and c¢ould be
generated from a speclal plant that would cost no more

than two million dollars :and would take only tbout three
months to castruct. TESLA stated that & dzen guch -
plants located at strategic points Nleng the thast, &
according to TESLA, would.be enough to defmnd the

United States against all possible aerlal attacks.

TESLA stated that this beam would melt any engilne

and would also ignite explosives aboard any bomber.

TESL& stated that no pogs%ble defenae against‘ig cog}d

be devised and he asserted that the beam would be &ll
prenetrating.
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NY 65-12290

. . .TESLA sta.ted to Mr. LAWRENCE that he
“makes one important stipulation before he would
divulge this secret to the United States Govermment
and that was that should the United Btass Govérmment
_Peclde to teke up his offer, he would go to work at

‘once but that the United States Govermment would bave
: to trust him.  TESLA stated that he uould nurfer .7

Do 1nterrerence from experts.” e NS

Fa &L A

In this "New York Tines article Ir. LlIREIGE

| comented that with conditions as they were in 1940,

and wtth +tha MMnidiad Gbatan sattine ready o anand

_“u Wil i VLT Uil ol WG vew A vVl ol gy L

millions of dollars for National Defense, Hr TESLH'

great reputation as an inventor, who a}ways 'was many~i_

years ahead of his time, should be glven eareful <

- ponsideration. Nr. LAWRENCE ststed, in his opinion,

the Bnited States Government shouid take Nr. TESLA
at his word and commission him to go ahead wlith the
construction of his "teleforce" plant.

The New York file of Mr. TESLA bears no
indication that any additional developments were
earried on in connection with TESA's invention and
whether or not TESLA fully divulged hia new plan
to the Unlted States Government. )

4

TESLA died at the age of 85 on January 7, 1943.

Mr. provided a two page copy of the
above mentioned newsletter which Mr. and Mrs. STORM
have been distributing in connection with the alleged
invention by TESLA, which, according to Mr. zid
Mre. STORM, consists of a radio type machine known as
the Tesla S8t which was invented by Mr. TESLA in 1938

for interplanetary communicatlon. Mr. and Mrs. STORM-

elaim that TESLA's englneers did not comp;ate the

“fesla Set until.after TESLA's @eath in 1943. Nr. apd
"Mrs. 8TORM claim that this Set was placed incopemtlon

in 1950 and since that time TESLA enginaers' have been
in close touch with space ships., ete. '
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NY 65-12290

The fiewsletter furnished by Mr -mclud,ed @(J(P)
the rollowing names: .

i

- -

x

The tiles or the ¥ew York Orrice conta.i .
no pertinent information regarding any of the #o gy
above mentioned mdividua.la. ﬁ '

o stmaranrn

-

Two photostatic oopies of - 'bhis newsletter _"
are being sent to the Bureau for purposes of oo
information while one copy is being submitted to _ "
the Los Angeles Officeffor information purposes. '

13
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lkr. J. Edgar Hoover H‘!F(\ M‘AT]ON coH TNNED

e - }.t’n rﬂf‘\ '|-—
Lear Sir: "Jl’ J!J—”\

T 7380 “M il
I an hopeful that you can help me obtain cértain gnformetion - a
on records anad data, which belongeu to Dr. Nikold esla. fH/

He was an Electricul Engineer anc prollllc Idventor.™

be was born in Yugeslavia in 1856 ana diec in the
United Stctes, New York City, Junuzry 7th, 1943. He wes w
natur.lized citizen of tnis country.

The only informetion I cculd find cf nis reccrds was
& report thet the F.b.Il. reuoved nils papers for exaninetion,
and that the recoras were sealed by the custodian of alien
property.

1l have Leen Going some taeorstica.l resecrcn of my
own, widch I believe wcy be along the same lines he followed
in certuin of nis experiments. 1 =21s0 believe the developnent
of nis 1lcdewcs vould Le in tue interest of cur couatry regurdless
of who Gevelopes tnen.

If it is 4t 211 noszicvle for me to nave access to
st lecst scue of uis exzerineat~l aork, I would certainly
appreciates it, I asminot cble, by reawson of the vast finances,
wiich would te reiuived, tc conauct such experiments uyself,
so tne cata ne mace anc collected would be inv.iuatle,

Of ccourse, 1t is possiule tnet nis reccras ao not
cntain materizl pertinent to nis electronies worx, tecause
from whet I understenc froo recding abcut him, he kEept wmest
of hls reccrds in his heuwc &né wrste down very little of nis
aate. '

It is also nossivle that scuwe of nis 1lcea§ zre
impractical, tut I fedl sure tnat certain of nils iGeus will
be of imuense vulue to our ccuntry vwithin the next severzl
cecaces cr even before, if they are cevelopel &t a rapic rate. -7

1 would appreciate heuring from you on tae,subject,
if you have any Infeezation pertaining to it, which ycu ccula

muke svellable to me. /00 - 20 -ij y

G‘\ ulncere_‘
?& 16 MA.IS?
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Dr. Tula‘l oﬂects, nmmhhbupﬂytbmm )
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Slncereh yours,
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OPFTIONAL FORM HOD, 10 Telson

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT : J !?Z g:?.:ons‘
Zall n
Memorandum A

4

-+

Ny o

TO : MR. TROTTEI‘L Vx\ R /i paTe:  12-6-60 > Tratre:
s //Lf Moy Qoﬂ)@ e

rrom :  A. K, Bowlﬁ'\ fip /& /I /04/ Inw;n

supject: NIKOLA TESLA (DECEASED) o 3 y
RMATION CONCERNING

P

by switchboard because he wanted to talk with semeone in charge of records
of deceased. aid he is making a research study for U. S, Air Force
on subject of geophysics. His deadline is ten dqys from now.tMsaid
he just discovered a sentence in a book by John JX O'Neill en he
Prodigal Genius -~ The Life of Nikola Tesla, 'ﬁl‘b\ states the FBI took

tody of papers from Tesla's safe after his death in NFW York City in
1983, Tesla was a worid-famous Yugosiav scientist and inventor in the
electrical field who died January 7, 1943, in New York City. e-
que ediate access to Tesla's scientific works which may shed light
on w research study. I told -we would have somebody from /o

our Boston Office contact him immediately (bj

Bureau file 100-2237 shows no investigation of Tesla has been con- (])
ducted by Bureau, Since erroneous statement concerning FBI's taking

r‘nnfnrlv of papers from "l‘pn'lg's gafe gﬂ-n-- hig doath @pna‘wefl“ in O'Neilltg

book published in 1944, Bureau has received numerous inquiries from
scientists desiring to review Tesla's writings. FEach inquiry has been
answered by stating FBI did not participate in handling Tesla's effects, but
information has come to our attention that Office of Alien Property of Depart-
ment of Justice may have examined Tesla's effects. (File indicates that A
representatives of Office of Alien Property did actually review Tesla's (7
possessions, including his writings, but file does not show what final dispost=
tion was made of Tesla's possessions.)

[
\z¥

A teletype to Boston Division was prepared, but before it was sent
N :<1cphoned again to furnish me the exact page in O'Neill's book in
which he refers to the FBI. At that time I told ﬁthe statement in the
book was untrue -~ that the FBI had not examined or taken custody of Tesla's
papers. I suggestedt that he might contact Office of Alien Property.
(Therefore, teletype to Boston was not necessary.)/c0- <2 237~ /J

ACTION:

For record. _a@sCEC 8 360

q aé; . &l
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- Mr. Belmont
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-[és February 14, 1961

R VIR

Department of information

Federal Bureau of Investigation "L INFOR RMATION COMTAINED
A I N
'

Washington 25, D, C, i

' i IS UNCLATSIFIZD
Vear Sir: -MEMBYM

I am a college student who is doing a research paper

Lo, . .
on Niknla'TEsla. As I was collecting the material for my

paner. I discovered that at the time of Tesla's death, the

[N

w

devartment of the F.B.I1. confiscated the data and papers
that Tesla had crllected from his research in the field of

electricity. This confiscation of ETS magpd;al waf stated
res Ve
in the PRODIGAL GENIUS by ]J. J//% 'Neil, pub11shed in 1944 at

New York city by washburn Inc.

I

I have developed an interest in the discoveries and

accomnlishments of Tesla that is presently limited by the
shortage of factual material. If in your files, you have
any information concerning Nikoia Tesla th;t you are per-
mitted to release, 1 will sincerly apnreciate your co-

operation in helping me give the proper reco§n1t1on to this

mrea BF f =y

s

EC- 55 /¢¢C- d.fj/-#n:_;_______

great scientist and American, elow I have listed

facts that may be helpful to you;
EX./¢ 4~
1. Born in 1856 at 3mil }an, Crotia, now Yugoslavia
2. Came to America in 1884 and was employed for a
short time with the Edison Co., at Orange, N.].
2. iied on Janvary 7, 1942 at New York city

s FEB 28 196

SE—

Thanking you for your time and co-operation that I have,ié?

Sincerly Yours,

3



. Your letm-dFebruaryu. 1961 ﬁlhen , ,
received, andthelnurut'uehpmndymumu C e
IPProdmd. o - ey "‘i;‘"i'- s f,_
In response to your inquiry, I 'ish to advlse

that our files reflect that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla
. ware impounded, after his death, by the Oflfice of Alien @ .. .
Mummndﬁmﬁufﬁﬁ-—. S
Since we did not participate in the handifag of Dr. Tesla's
‘sifects, we are wnabie to npply the information you dulre

y 13

LL

MALL noou T;LETYPE ot [

[weie o a.g:mm (% .
FEB 2 31361 A O
_ COMMFBI T A R ",’.‘t"(,a %

y ~ Adrector -

| NOTE 'No record could be located. in Bufiles, idenﬁﬁabie with ‘
~ correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 peflécts that Dr.” Tesla was a
world-famous electrical invenior, ®nd at tire tithe of hig death, all,d 1
of his personal papers and sffects w.ro bﬂ.iewd fangerous

_gountfy's security if they fell juto/authorized hasds. *Phe L
f"Prodigal Genius, " by Jaka . ¥OIMail, alleges that theMET took -~
over A certain sa'fe and opemed it, appropriating his' roper % > \.\f“
Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prope 0f
the Department who did so, and the above reply is forwai:@e ‘in

answer to related inquiries.
/4

S
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November £1, 1962

Federal Bureau of Investigaticon

Washington 25, D.C,

Gentlemen:
I am making a study, motivated out of personal eurissity, into the

life and works of Nikoléj&eala. Mr, Tesla died on January 7, 1943 in the

S —

Hotel New Yorker. Siqpe F.B.1. Operatives opened his gafe and took his
vapers for examination, I wonfer if these paners are avallable for perusal?
If tkey are aveilable, where would they be located, and are copiee avallable
to the publice?
I amm citizen of the United States, 2nl have been cleared for security-—-
the latest one being for woark ong—
Thank you very much for any information or help you may he able to

glve me in this matter!! a)

Respectfully yours, (7)
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’Iour letter of Novembor lht has been mdved.

§
b

hum&mhﬂry 1vwlduhtopolnt

mtlhattho eftects of Dr. Nikola Tesla pere impounded, after
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of
Justice a.nd not by the FBI. 8ince this Bureau did not participate
in the handling of Dr. Tesla's effects, 1 am unable to supply the
tn!ormtlon you dulre.

Bincerely youn.
J. Edgar Hoover

- John ldp.r- Boover -
Director

; § o 5 P ‘Bufile 100-2237 shows that Dr. Tesla was one of the worlds < -"
<12 ¢ & 7  outstanding scientists in the electrical field, and at the time of
g 5';3 < -hig death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed .
F"‘

) E dangerous to the country's security if they lell into unauthorized
+. ‘hands. The book, "Prodigal Gentus," by John J. O'Neil alleges _
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,, @.ppropriating
Dr. Tesla's property. Bufiles clearly indicaje Jhabit was the Office
of Alien Property of the Departmen wb.tph ¥id so, a.nd the above reply
has been £orw;,rded in answer to re ted inquiries. Dr. Tesla was

Goniad - born Yugosta md died in New York City 1-7-43..
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| %’1 ‘.‘ .. NOTE: 'Buﬁles contain no record tdentmable with correspondent. i :
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TRUE COPY

r,

G

10 March 1964,

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D. C,

Dear Sirs,

For some time, have bee5 wondering about the matter
of what was reported on the late Nikola Tesla, the inventor, He died
during early January 1943, while in residence at the Hotel New Yorker,
New York City. Accounts have it that his beléngings (papers, etc.) were
studied. Would appreciate learning if anything can be learned about this.

Am hoping to be on leave, and in Washington, along the third
week of April, This is mentioned, in case it is possible to view anything
relating to the question.

Sincerely,

. mmm@ ..lliﬁg
\ 2,

\».‘i-\.vs:.\.@mo.g%\"j? .
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L)
Your letter of March 10th bas beea recefved.

Ia response to your inquiry, I would like %o point eut
that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after Mis death,
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
effects, I am unable to supply the information you desire.

&g
Sincerely yours, -775 ~
@z
& Edgar Roowmr Hé’ o
MAILED 19 L) s
_ John Edgar Hoogver > o
MAR 18 1964 Director - § =
__EOMM-FBI V

jNOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent.
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous &lectrical invento:
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believe
~ dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The
book, '"Prodigal Genius," by John J. OfNell, alleges that the FBI took over a
-certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate
that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department whehdid so, and the
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries, ﬂ)

()
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TRUE COPY

Sir,
‘fe Q/a..

According to "Prodical Genius, Nikola Festa'

by J. J. O'Neil (a book) some papers were taken from the

safe of Mr, Festa about 1945 yr, Is this true. @ so are the

papers declasified yet? If so may I obtain a copy?
s, ()
' , o ) ,
7 @7_& f;j;_&a(/.'zl,m 2.ilol,
B T2l Q4

Saba afoud 1945y, _(zazz(. P E‘“C‘Q
4 ‘ 7% 1002 R37- _/_5

s JUN 231964

L b



June 23, 1964

M, W O€ € uw

144
Heou 0'!“3““0-330

o
Your card of June 16th has been received.

In response lpyour inquiry, I would like to point out
that the effects of Dr. Niko were impounded, after his death,
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not

by the FBI. S8ince we did not participate {n the handling of Dr. Tesla's
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire.

ﬁ SBincerely yours,
o B. Edgar Hoover

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent.
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventi

and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and efiects were
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized han
The book, "Prodigal Genius,” by John J. O'Neil, alleges that she FBI took ov
a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly

indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did s
and the above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries

%
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OREGON STATL JNIVERSITY ; CORVALLIS, OREGON 97331

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE Reply to: DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SCIENCE

March 28, 1967

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATICN .
Department of Information t I?!FOR”‘AT'ON CONTA'NED
9th Street § Pennsylvania Aven, N.W. ] I oo

Washington 25, D. C. 20535 “IN IS UNCLATS'F

Dear Sirs:

I am a student of the history of science at Oregon State University, and
I am attempting to write a research paper on a very eccentric scientist
who died in 1943. His name was Nikola“Tesla, a naturalized American of
Serbian extraction, and he died in Ris Fotel room in New York City on
January 8, 1943,

During the years leading up to World War II, Nikola Tesla supposedly
invented a "Death Ray" which could destroy several hundred aircraft. Mr.
Tesla was a very prolific and creative genius during his early years but
gradually became something of a crackpot in his old age. As a student of
the history of science, it is important to determine whether or not Tesla
had any valid ideas in the plans for his death ray. Tesla invented the
fluorescent light and also was one of the first scientists to discover
X-Rays--hence there may be some possibility that his death ray might
actually have been some crude type of laser.

In Tesla's biography, "Prodigal Genius", by John J. 0'Neill, the author
states on page 277: :

"Operatives from the F.B.I. came to Tesla's hotel A:;
room shortly after his death and opened the safe

in his room. They took the papers that it con-

tained in order to examine them for a reported

secret invention of possible use in the war..."

I am trying to locate Tesla's secret and unpublished writings concerning
his death ray. I have searched the literature quite thoroughly and’have
found nothing. Does the F.B.I. still have these papers or can you tell
where I might be able to obtain these writings for examination? Any
assistance or information that you may lend me will be very much appre-

ciated. /55‘20?37- /; I

Sincerely yours,
4 1087
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Aase Bamm-u

April 3, 1867

1L INFORMATION CONTAINED
PEREI IS UNCLASSIFIED
#) DATE 7-3-§ BYW,
\'é

(P N

Your letter of March 28th has been recetved.

pezr UHINNEES

In response to your inquiry, the effects of
Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office

ofAlienPropertyo!the Departmentof.!usuceandmtbythe
FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
effects, I am umable to furnish the information you desire.

1967 l

-F|

Sincerely yours,
%. Fdgar HOOVET

JohnDEig:rtonr | / ‘
r

4 NOTE: No record could be locaied in Bufileg identifiable with

.{"/) correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a
world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his death,
all of his personal palgers and effects were believed da.ngerous to
the country's security if they ‘Ieu into unauthorized Rands, .The

book, "Prodigal Genits, ) by ‘John J. O'Neil, aljeifes that the FBI

took over a ceﬁ&m safe and opened it, apprOpr ting his praperty.
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COIATAATIY S TEBIERD, 1969
Dear Mr. Hoover, I[)E.TEMB%Q%

In the year 1943 the F. B.I. confiscated all of the papers
and maybe some of the machines of physicist, Nikold Tesla. These
papers were his experiments and ideas at the time of his death. Accord-
ing to the books I've read, these papers were confiscated on the grounds
of the enemy getting ahold of his ideas and apply them to war machines.

I have studied all of the material on this man and have
found him to be more intelligent than the great "Brain" of his time,
Thomas Edison.

Why without Nikola Tesla there would be Westinghouse _
Company as we know today. This is the man who harnessed Niagara ¥
Falls, and was the one and only man who could see the possibilities of :
Alternating Current when men like Edison said "it would never work. " .

What I am wondering is, maybe these papers could be
reclassified from whatever "Top Secret' classification they now have
and be made available for study by the people who understand and can
gam knowledge from them.

I would be willing to pay for reproductions of his experiments
if nothing else. He still has a great many ideas that have never been tried.

It disturbs me to think that everyone has forgotten about
the ideas of this man when he was so advanced for his time.

I can say with assurance that no man alive can say that he
knows all of Tesla's ideas. And studying other men s ideas is the way
to advance in science faster. 2[00~ AR5 [~

I hope something can be done to get these pap,ex;sﬁ;e},ea.seg.

g Thank You, oo~ 2EETE -
é /s/
)

i
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March &, 1969

¥ 1-~cq0"m’ﬂ0’l CONTAINED
=) \sw‘msw e
DATE
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Your letter of February 25th has been received.

In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Prop-
erty of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. S8ince we did
not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable
to furnish the information you desire. @:pep¥ of your commauanication
has been referred to the Department of Justice.
Sincerely yours,

MAILED 10 3. Edgar Hoover
MAR 4 - 1969

COMM-FBI Q" ia

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthor-

x..;_‘b
=

&

ized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, ' by John J. O'Neil, alleges
. that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his
4 property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prop-

Tolson
DeLoach
Wiohr
Bishop
Cosper
Tailanan

erty of the Department which did so, and the above reply is forwarded
in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to Assistant
Attorgey General, Civil Divisi the Department.
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April 8, 1970

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Director of Central Records
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir: MaS

-
I am doling a resegrch p
o]

appreciate it if you c¢
following information.

aper on Nickola Tesla and would
uld please provide me with the

That information being why did your Bureau iImpcund his
persconal effects immediately after his death on
January 7, 1943. Secondly. could you provide a list

of those effects, and lastly, when were they released
and to whom were they given,

Thanking you for the information -

g
7Xe.) ﬁ/

fevy 7
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/ April 14, 1920‘_

“*1 FORMATION CONTAINED
F = 71N 1S UNGLASSIFI
@ PITEZIF-£2 B
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In reply to your inquiry of April 8th, the effects
of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by
the FBI. S8ince we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you desire.
A copy of your communication has been referred to the Depart-
ment of Justice for any help it may be able to offer.
Sincerely yours,
t Edgar Hoover
MAIED 3 John Edgar Hoover

APR 141970 Director
ﬁ ) COMM-FB| ’
NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent
Tolson - Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Hesla was a world-famous electrical
Wolters inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and
Bishop effects were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell
S —— into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, "* by John J.
i — O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,
appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the
jee of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above
is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred

Gale
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;:z:eﬁﬂPﬁZ stant Atton[%r General, Cvfdl Division of th artment.
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DATE, 7= =382
Your letter was received on July 13th and the interest

which prompted you to write to me is appreciated. With respect to
your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice
an;t_he FBI did not participate in the bandling of Dr, Tesla's belong-
lng_lf_. ZIn .;lition, this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of
tlueo ederal Government and matters such as you mentioned do not

=

eome within the seope of this Bureaun's authority.

8incerely yours,
J. Edgar Hoover
JUL 1 5|';70 , Johm Edgar Hoover %
a . Director (
mTE. o no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237

Tolson
Celoach
Walters
Mohr
Bishop
Casper

reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and,

at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized
bands. Bufiles indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Department
e _.__appropriated his property and replies similar to the above have been used
Gele /tgal; r related inquiries.
Sulliven
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July 8, 1970.

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation, .
Washington D. C. L/

Dear Sir, JV.oF L ‘('/e;/u

I am writing this to you as I believe that most of the government is infil-
trated with foreign agents, aud there is a very good chance this could be of extreme
importance for the defense of our nation.

I met 4 man a number of years ago that was raised on Leng Island in the
neighborhood where Mr, Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. He told ae
of Mr. Tesla's notes blowing down the street when the junk men were dismantling his
equipment, It would be a wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and
¢could be found.

Mr. Tesla was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr, Marconi, who received the credit, and
pioneered many fields. He was so far advanced that he had to invent a special math
te Kkeep up with his work.

He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the werld and
became very angry at their inability to understand him, and due to this was violently
disliked and didrot receive acknowledgement for his discoveries. One of the notes
read by this man told of the radic transmission of electricity being brought to a
high degree of effiency.

Kow here is the thing that should be investigaied throughly. During my
High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 1926-27, I made a
currant esvents report on an article appearing in a small publication of that nime
that was received weekly at the Troy Highschool, Troy Montana. It stated in tais
article that Mr. Tesla had made an offer to the Congress of the United States that
if they would install radio transmission towers at every 150 miles around the border
of this country, that he would install equipment that would broadcast a verticil
plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no material object could pass
as it would shatter or lose itt!'s monecular cochesion. It was refused.

There is a good chance that this data is in the files of congress. What
a defence, and boy do we need it. ZX-11§ REc_3 /00 "0723 7 ! 7

I have had some results along this line with structured vortices of mag-
netic fields, but do not have the technic,l equipment or Jjnowledge to carry out
further experiments, The theory is quite simple and deals with partitT™=accelerat-
ion, and it works to the best of my knowledge. . .

Sincer

_
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6 DECEMBER 1671
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Dear Sir:

I have recently begun a collection and reading file of all
mattera pertaining to Hikol‘zreala. In s0 doing I was amsazed to find
that upon his death; Jamuary 7, 1943, in NYC, your bureau confined
his papers. May Y ask if you still “have them in jail"™, I am extremely
interested in his work(s) end am trying to establiash my own "Tesla'"
library, Your assistance would be greatly appreciated,

Very truly yours,

ig-2237- 940
iﬁw/wﬁ 223 i
16 DEC 151811



December 14, 1971

1L |NFORMAT|0N CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATEZ-3-%¢ B

X

2
Your letter of December 6th has been received.

)

In response to your inquiry, the effects of
Dr. Rikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and
not by the FBI. We dié not participate in the handling
of Dr. Tesla's belongings in any way. Copiles of your
communication and my reply have been referred to the
~Department of Justice.

Sincerely yours,

J, Edgar Hoover

”9 John Edgar Hoowver
' Director

2

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent. Dr. Tesla
was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his
effects believed dangerous to country's security. "Prodigal
Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges FBI took safe and appro-
Priated his property. Above reply previously given to same
inquiries., (100-2237) Material sent to the Assistant
ttorney, Civil Division, of the Department.

(4)
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Federal Bureau Of Investigation
Ninth Stre=t and Pennsylvania
Northeast washington D. C. 20535

Dear Sirs,

O
Upon rea ding a blography on Nikola Tesla, I found the urge to
read more vn him and his works, At the end of the wvooxk 1t was
stated that the F.B.I. went to hlis hotel room gatherdd up hls
papers and locked them in a vault. The thing I would like to
know 1s the real reason they were locked up and if 1t would be
possible to see some of these records and any other works of
his.

I can think of only one possible reason a$ to cause of his
records beilnz locked up an’ that 1s because he was too far
advanced for his tlme. This s-ems to be the only loglcal
solution, but, with technolo:y much more advanced now than in
his tiwme it would seem likely that scientists take over where
he left off,

Please let me know If I ecan look at the records and if you can
Plecase answer my question of the real reason his records were
locked up.

Thank You,




October 31, 1972

“t [FORMATION CONTAINED

RIS u;:sufy |

b DATE 23 -92B W
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Your letter was received on October 26th.

In response to your ingquiry, the effects of Dr. Rikola
Tesla were impouncded, after his dcath, by the Office of Alien
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the PBI. Since
we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings,
I am unable to furnish the information you desire. I am forward-
ing a copy of your communication and of this reply to the
Department of Justice.

81ncere1yryours,
L, Patrick Gray III

L. Patrick Gray, III

. -MAKEDE Acting Director

. 0CT811972

o= 1,—-—-‘ - :J
1

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bufile 100-2237

reflects that Or. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and

at the tifie of hik death, all of his personal papers and effects were

believed dangeroys to the country's security if they fell into

unauthd¥ized hands. {'The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil,

4
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Cieseima . alleges _"at:_h? FEI took over a certain safe and opened it,

Canrad appropr@ating hl#;gf perty. Bufiles clearly indigate ?hat it was
skms — the Office of Alien ‘Property of the Department which did sc, and the
bl — above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of
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letter referred to Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division of
S the Department. /
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A
Your letter was received on April Sth.

——

In response to your iaquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikols
Tesla were impounded. after his death, by the Office of Alien Property
ottheDepartmentoiJnsucemdnotbytheFBL Since we did not
participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to
furnish the iaformation you desire. A copy of your communication and
of this reply have been referred to the Departmant of Justice.

Stncerely yours,
“-xy 17X

L. Patrick Gray, Il
Acting Director

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent, (Buﬁle 100-2237 reflects
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his
death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the
country’s security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal
Genius, ' by John J, O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and
opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the

- Fel Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above reply
w caln 18 forwarded in answer to related inquiries. /Copy of letter refexred to the
¥-Cleveimd —  Aggigtant Attorney General, Civil Division gf the Deaitmeént.)
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Mr. Jenkins ‘ . . ”} ' El
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‘\ I believe it was in that year the Yugoslavs founded the
., Tesla Museum (not to be confused with the Tesla Instlitute).

Yederal Bureau of Investigation ..ﬁnuT
Deoartmenu of Justice _— *ﬁ“"ﬁTY} DlNED
WnShi tOn Da C. u|r\ L

neren T .lSU ASSIFEL
Gentlemen: DA‘E

I would like to knoq:;r any microfilm or other
recroductions of Jikola Tesla's notes and papers exist at

vour office. Tegls wea a fanous scientist whoe disd in

------- - - b e dad A e ok alg

iew York City. The Federal Bureau of Investigation entered
his safe shortly after this to remove his pespers for
exanination for the war effort. After the war the papers
were offered to any group that would start a museum to
house them. No one accepted and the papers were finally
gent to the Tesla Museum 1n Belgrade, Yusoslaviag, scmetime
in the esrly 1950's, possibly 38t before 1954, Tesla was
the inventor of all ac motors and the peolyphase systen, as
well as all flourescent and neon lacps. He was a major
“loneer in the early days of radio and disgcovered many
of the earl:r principles of radar. He declined nomination
of a Nobel Prigze. He was a naturali,ed citlzen of America
and sald he valued his ¢ltizenship papers above all his
awards and possessions. Despite thls, sll his papers were
sent to another nation.

I would like to exarine some of his papers from 1899 and

later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only .
seen a condesnsed copy of hils research from Colorado

S5prinzs, but am unable to obtaln coples. The principles

and eguipment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still
useful iIn my research.

I would greatly apprecliate help in this matter.

Rec2g /L T é—ﬁB

T JUN 291973

i ——————

P.S. Tesla died in January of 1943 and shortly after &iwke =
the papers were removed from his safe. The original
coplea of these papers were sent abroad prior to 1954, as

%

104
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Your letter was received on June 25th.

In response to your inquiry, the effects of
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, Ly the
Office of Alien Property of thie Department of Justice and
not by the FEI. Since we did not participate in the
handéling of Ur. Tesla's Lelonginos, I am unakle to.furnish
tha information vou desire. 2 copy of your communication

ard of this reply have been referred to the Department
of Justice.

Sincerely yours,
williamD. Ruckelshaus

william D. Ruckelshaus
Acting Director

OTE:! Bufiles indicate one letter to correspondent dated 7
-15-66 in reply to his incuiry regarding the Air Force's )
roject Blue Book and UFCsdghtings.gBufile 100-2237 reflects

hat Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and

at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects i”ﬁ
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by _—
pt—— John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI tock over a certain safe (}D ‘
Cawwn —  and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly —
o dindicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the '
n$m$u- Department that diq 50, gnd the above reply is forwarded in B
vwetl __ answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to the
WheES - Ass=istant Attorney General, Civil Division of the Department.)
f,;mmﬁ_ﬁm | .y
-alers
. Room ~
= ‘@ Q) ’ " "
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21 PENRMATION CONTAINED

T 1S UNCLASSIFIED
DATEMB&M%M

This is to acknowledge receipt of your Preedom of
Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request forwarded to the FBI
by the Department of Justice on October 22nd,,»

In response to your requast for files pertaining
to Nikecla Tesla, please be advised that in order to preserve
the privacy of an individual who may be the subject of a
similar inquiry, it has been necessary for the PBI to maintain

 paa— the practice of not indicating whether we do or do not have

. MALEDS

such information in our fiies.

If you can provide notarized authorizatidan—from
Mr. Tesla's next of kin directing us ¢to release to you any
‘ information our files may contain concerning him, we shall
thereafter search our files and advise you accordingly.

0V 101975
" BI

[
t

s - Since we have not conducted a search of our files,

please do not infer that we 4o or do not have the information

vou racmastad_

4T T T e———
Sincerely yours,
! 1
C. M. Kelley, r-l /
Assoc. Dir. Clarence M. Kelley -
Dap. AP Adm. _ .
o Director @
Asat. Dir.: N
e 1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure 3
Ext. Affains __ Attention: Susan M. Hauser _
Files & Com, _ : ' '

Gen. inv,

Labocatory
Plen. & Evol. _
Spac. lnv.
Troining
Legal Coun,
Telaphone Rm.
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April 20, 197

Mr. Clarence Kelly
Director

F.B.I. MATION (‘JQ“\\TDNNED

Washington, DC ) n\tf'\'?‘ ‘

“”ﬁ! [ﬁ \t‘
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‘1!.....

Mr. Allen and Mr. Ruchlehaus, former acting Director of the
FBI, contacted me in 1973 regarding ghe unavailability of
American microfilm records of Njkola Tesla's unpublished diary
(now in the Belgrade museum, arranged by month per folder).

Dear Mr. Kelly:

At the time I discounted the possibility that these unpublished
discoveries had military significance. But because of experiments
now under way at Hill AFB, I now suspect such military
applications exist and feel it jimperative that you be notified,
particularly in view of the fact that the Soviets have primary
access to the entire ecollection.

Two photos of each page exist. e

After Tesla's death, scientists from the Navy and 0SS performed :)
a cursory examination of the diary and notes, which if my

memoTry serves me correctly, was one month long, hardly enough

time to decipher Tesla's torturous handwriting. Though Tesla

wrote in English, his penmanship was small, blurred, and as

difficult to translate as a foreign language.

According to the museum director (1971), the Soviets had made
copies of some portions, but not the Colorado Springs diary,
which numbers 500 pages, 20 that directly pertain to ball
lightning, and 20 or so relevant to the equipment construction.
(We copied the most significant portioms, but feel more exists

engineering magazine), but only with the very recent receipl,_ o (
of an unpublished manuscript from John J. 0'Neill's book
(PROPIGAL GENIUS) did I place credence on Tesla's later claim v 8 157 ﬂ,)
to mil;{ary applications. Incidentally, some of 0'Neill's A

descglptions were inaccurate and exagerated, as we have exceeded

Tesl@pz;?ESults and are familiar with the experiments. At any
rate, 'ere__,!ﬁ three possible military applications.

NNTS
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First, Tesla claimed that the lightning balls (which destroyed a—
his equipment) could be used to destroy aircraft. I have r
talked to AF personnel --such as

who saw one inside his plane in flight--and
found AF personmel fear these '"rf balls,'" as they call them.

Second, it is a suspicion of mipe that ball lightning, if
injected with lithium, could produce a cheap fusion bomb.

Third--and this may be no more than a suspicion--themopulsion
mode of ball lightning involves electro-gravitic interaction,

by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may
be constructed. There are no presently-known laws of physics
that can account for the propulsion (400 mph or so when following

an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may 6;
exist.

None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla,

which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and 4)

studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion
reactors. Incidentally, Tesla's claim to setting up standing
waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous
and involved techniques similar to Project Sanguine, that

is, using the earth's atmosphere as a waveguide

is
aware of our research).
Cordiall“ ]

P.S5. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures,
I am notifying the C.I.A.

Enclosures: 2

[0F
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Fusion energy will experlments

in ball lightning provide the key?

Paul Snigier, Associale Editor

in the vast and empty hangar
where the first atomic bomb was
assembled. a man-madc [light-
ning storm is now being un-
lcashed. The voltages of these
lightning bolts—20 million
volts—are the highest discharge
voltages ever produced by man.

Project Tesla, headed by
Robert K. Golka and Dr. Robert
W. Bass, is an attempt to
artificially duplicate one of
nature’s rarest and most terrify-
ing phenomena-—ball lightning.
The experiments are based upon
the unpublished notes of Nikola
Tesla, who, in 1899 at his
Colarado Springs laboratory,
used a secret magnifying trans-
nutter to produce 1.5-in. fight-
ning balls that floated for 30 sec.

The encrgy surplus

Many physicists, including the
eminent Dr. James Tuck, found-
er of the US. fusion program,
believe that the lightning ball
holds the key to a fantastic,

i e R e Y S e Y g g gy a

cheap and endless energy
source—fusion power, or the
energy source used by the stars
and sun. The fuel is deuterium,
or heavy water, that can be
inexpensively extracted from
ocean water to r)rmido mankind
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Highest vollage continuously oscillating
damped-wave lightning generator (ever
produced by mankind) creales a
current of 1100A 21 12.5 MV! Subsequent
improvements raised this to a peak
current of 2200A at 20 MV. Further
improvements could concewably pro-
duce bolts that exceed natural lightning
(EDE AV)Y
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with mithons of years o . 4.
- Unfortunately, prog. -ss in
{usion research, which has
centered on magnetic confine-
ment and laser implosions, has
been frustratingly slow and full
of wunpleasant surprises; and
scientists warn thatl success
could be as far off as four
decades! But if these promising
experiments under way 3 Wen-
dover, UT, arc successfun,  aw
-nexpected confinement
technique could unleash this
energy source.

In search of nature’s secrets...

Ball lightning, a glowing
sphere of red, orange or veltow
plasma, often materializes dur-
ing lightning sterms and floats
about, often apainst a strong
wind. The ball may bounce
along the floor and, on ocia-
sion, the sphere will “slip”
through glass without breaking
it. (The author recently investi-
gated cne such case in a
hospital, in \.'Ivhich the hohts
were damaged.} Al times it
materializes inside or even
outside aircraft in flipht, seem-
ingly impervious to deformation
from the wind force,

Witnesses of ball lighink

have included such notables as”

Niels Bohr and Victor Weiss-
kopf, the Dircctor of the MIT
Physics Department. Another
witness was Secretary of State
Dean Acheson, who reported
seeing it cross the breakfast
table aboard the presidential
plane,

The accidental formation of
ball lightning has been abserved
about once per year for the past
decade inside building 985 at Hill
AF Missile Radiographic Facility,
UT. The volleyhall-size fireballs
drop out of the space adjacent to
the high voltage supply of the 25
Mev linear accelerator.

The ball of blue fire fioats

down to the floor, rolls arpund

randomly and then rises again to
the power-supply area where it
dissipates without detectable
damage. Despite troubleshoot-
ing. no explanation can be
feund for this occurrence.

On one occasion, lightning
struck the buildinpg—a large
concrete structure with a 60-11.
cerling inside—and, simuitane-
ously, an intensc sphere of fire
the size of a tennis ball formed
above the conduit on the wall at

[ T ST R

i1 L ly shoulder level. It mover!

along the wall {or a distance
some 30 ft., floated out and
around the neck and shoulder-
of a person standing necar the
wall, moved back to the wall and
continucd along for several feut
until it intercepted a duple.
outlet on the conduit. At this th.:
ball exploded, causing elec-
trical damage throughout,

A new state of matter?

No presently known laws of
physics can account for the
stability and bouncing of fire-
balls unless it inZludes surface
tension. This hitherto  unob-
served slale of matter is a new
concept, since plasmas have
never previously exhibited such
strong surface tension. Also,
presently known laws cannot
account for the propulsion.

Project Tesla has developed a
rigorous mathematical model of
the lightning ball's absolute,
asymptotic, fluid-dynamical sta-
bility. Initial computer studies
indicated a density range of
1010 ¢cm™, with a tempera-

10°-10* *K—or
hoti.. - .. e

1y
seven limes

sun! (3

ey - TOTUTT e e

AR

T — o ———EY T TR




Ch.uptor 34 - AT wet Jpp. et 4 ol

BT wleg W oS gt Pu‘,\]vﬁ,.‘) ar
‘ o A TREU TO PREVI ?gh:&?r . ,%e?gc ‘hook h O"N-?.” Na; VL
@ue sy -
Whon Tesh was talking ns a sciontist Ye " uas opposed'to Lo g retn‘"

wnrs,on moral, ceconomlc and all praoctical and theorctical grounds.Z.dum.
But, like most scientists, when he stopped thinking as n sclentist,-.ee
and let hia emotions rule his thoushts, he found exceptions in -«
which he felt somo wars end situations were justifisble. As a = ¢ oiwg,lou
scientist he was unwilling to have the discoveries of scientists i ‘tab?
appliecd to the pruposes of ver makers, but vhen the emotional phase evv
of his nature took the ruling position he was then willing to apply:- erm
nis genlusto devising measures that would prevent wars by supplyling-e.f
protective devices, _ Yol war Le
)t P
This attitude is e:remplified in the following statement ~°77°7 7¢ "=~
which he prepared in the twenties but did not publish: . oefler ol

At present meny of the ablest minds are trying to devise
expedlents for pruvcnfinc a repetition of the ewlful conflict which is
only thooretically ended ard the duration and rnain issues of which I
correctly predicted in en article printed in the Sun of December 20,
1924. The League 1s not a remedy but, on the contrary, in the opinion
of & number of competent men, may bring about results Just the oppo-
site. It i3 particulerly regretteblce that e punitive policy was

1 he
gdoptod In fram;ng the terms of peace becsuse 3z few years hence it

will bo possible for nations to fight without armies, ships or guns,
by weupons far more terrible, to the destructive action and rangse of
whiclh there is virtually no limit. A4ny ¢ity at any distance whatso-
ever from the onemy can be destroyed bty kit and no power on earth can
stop hin from doing so. If we want to averyt an L:pending calomity ond

+he Fanm A noasn Ranotiean £ e

Nt o e i

& state of things which mey trangorm this gloce “nto an inferno, we
should push the Gevelopment o7 flying machines and wireless transuission

of enerpgy without an 1nstant'a delay and with all the power and re-
gourcea of the natlon. ‘

- - -

Toesla saw preventative pOSSibilities in bhis new invention
which exbodied “"death ray" characteristics and which was made several
years after the foregoing statement was written. He saw it-providing
& curtain of protection which any country, no matter how small, couid
use as a protectlon egainst invasion. ¥hile he wlght offer it uas a
defonsive weapcon, however, thecre would be nothing to stop military
mon from using it es & weapon of offense.

While I did not know the nature of Tesla's plan I was con-
vincoed that it did embody many discoverlies that would be of é&ommer-
cial value, and these were the angles he should seek to develop. I
folt thet if he could be induced to develop some minor phase of his
work that would have immediate commercisl use he could derive an in-
core from it which would enable him .to. proceed with his more slabcrate
plans. To this end I sought to galn some insight into his thoughts,
that would ennble e to gct a prac;zcal plan in operation. Tz “”ﬂ

The clecurest conception I got, and that was laxgoly from
scnttered remarks, ana vy making deductions fro:m thefm, concerned &
possible manner in vwhich one phase of his curtain of protection
might operste. This was a "wer" angle and as such/{ 71d not interecat

jo0 - 2237 =) I
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mo, but since 4t Inv~ ved "lightning bdalls,” or "Ifiro balls, " I wos
very curious. Fi3 1ls had always fasclna . 0, and I had read
everything 1 could duy my hands on about thcme

A fire ball is a strange phonomenon associated with 1light=
ning. ©Somo of the energy of the lightning stroke appears to become
locked into a bell shaped structurc which may be of any size from a
couplo of inches to a foot in diameter. It looks like a perfect
sphore, brightly incendescent and floets like a bubble, being ecsily
corried by air currecnts. They may lost for a short tirme, from a
fraction ol a sccona to many scconés. In this interval, during
wvhich thoy stay fairly close to the ground, they may como closze to
many objects without demaging them or being dameged by them. Sud-~
denly, for no knoin reason, the ball explodes doing as much demage
as a bomb, if close to structures, and no damage if in the open.

~ The firc ball looked to me like a gipantically enlarged
model of the tiny electron, one of the building bloecls of matter,
which acts as if it were just a ephericel szrea of space in vhich en
emount of encergy was crystallized to give it structure. I felt that
if 4t were possible to discover how -atlarge amount.of eunergy was = - -
stored in this fairy bubble structure of a fire bsall a new insight
might be gained into the structure of the elcctron and other funda-
mental particles of matter. #Also this method of storing energy
.could be applied to a thousand uaeful purposecs.

Vhen I approached Tesla with pleas along this line to de-
velop this possible phase of his discovery he would evade direct ro-
ply by indulging in a, not slways, tolerant lccture on my gullability
in beliovin: theorics ubout the complex structure of the atom. TRil
he had in equier veers discussed soms of his experirqeces with fire
balls in his 1aboratory at Colorado Springs and exple:ned uis theory
of their formation, he would not in the later years permit h1¢sell
t0 be drawn into a discussion of them as a possible part of his sys-
tem. This, of course, made me suspicious that the tlue was "hot” but
1 could be completcly wrong in my conclusionse Tecla was very quiclk
in deteeting my tCChnlun rben X sought to parrow down a field by
trylng to get him to deny statements when he was acamant to direct
questionse .

Tesla became familiar'with the destructive characteristics
of fire balls in his experiments at Colorado Springs in 18%3. TFe
produced them gquite by aceldent and saw them, more than once, explede
end shatter hls tall mast and also destroy apparatus within his
laboretory. The destructive action accompanying the disintegration
of a fire ball, he ‘declared, takes place with 1nconceivnbel violence.

‘He studied the process by which they wvers produced not
because he wanted to producé tbem but in orcer to eliminate the con-
ditions in which they were crested. It is not pleasant, he related,
to have a fire ball explcde in jour viclnity for they will dcst“oJ
enythipng they como in contact wlth.

It will bo necessery to reconstruct his statcments from
vory fragmentary notes and & long distunce niemory.

I
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"pParnsit-=oscillat 5, or circuita, within t! maln cir-
cult worv a source ~ uanpger from this cause. Foants of resistance
in the main circuit. could result in minor oa._.llating circuits be-
twesn terminale or between two points.o!l resistance and these minor
circuits would have a very much higher perliod of oscillation than
the main circuit and could be set into osclllation by the main cire-
rent of lower frpquency. :

"Even when the principal osclllating circult was adjusted
for the greatest efficlency of operztion by the dimination of all
sources of losses the tire balls continued “o occur but these were
due to stray high frequency charges from random earth currents.

"Prom these experiences it became apparent that the fire
balls resulted from the interaction of two frecuencles, a stray
higher frequency wave imposcd on the lower {requency free oscilla-
tion ol the maln clrcgult,

"ps the free oscillation of the circuit builds up from
the zero point to the quarter wave length node it passes through
various rates of change. . In a current of shorter wavelength the
rates of change will bhe stecper. ¥When the two currents react on
each other the resultant complex will contain a wave in vwhich there
is an extremcly stecep rate of chanpge, and for the briefest instant
currents may move at & tremcndous rate, at the rate of millions of
horsepcwer. ’

"This condition acts as a trigger which may cause the totnl
energy of the powerful longer wave to be discherged in an Infinites-
melly small interval of time and at a proportionately tremendously
greoet rate of enerpgy me—ement which cannct confin: itself to tho
meta. circnit and is released Into surrounding space with incon-
ceivable violence." . :

It is but a step, from learning how a high fregquency cur~
rent can explosively discharge a lower frequency current, to using
the principle to design a system In which these explocions can be
produccd by intont. The following process appears a possible one
but no evicence is available that it 1s the one Tesla evolved:
An osclllator, such as he used to send power wirelessly around the
certh at Coloracdo Springs, 1s €et in operation at a frequency to which
a given warship is resonant. The complex structure of a ship would
provide a greet nuwaber of spots in which electrical oscillstions will
be set up of a much higher frequency tban those coursing through the

- 8nip as & whole. Tnese parwsiste-_currents will react on the main

current causing the production of fireballs wnich by thelr explosions
wlll destroy the ship, even more effectively than the explosion of the
magazine which would also take place. A second oscillator may be :uoed
to tranamlit the shorter wavelength current. '

© Somevwhat later I learned the reason for Tesla's reticence
to discuss detalls. This came shortly after Stanley Baldwin re-
placed Neville Chamberlin as Prime Minister of Great Britain.

Tesla revealed that he had carried on negotiations with
Prime linlster Chemberlin for the sale of hils ray system to Gresat
Britein for §$30,000,000 on the basis of his prosentation that the
Gevice would provide complete protection for the British Isles
egalnst any enemy approaching by sca or air, and would provicde an

113



. offensive woapon to ' dch ihere yvuo no Golenaec. He was conviuceod,
he cecwred, of ti .neerity of Nre Chamber” 't nd his intent to
néopt -the dcvico t 1t would have prcvented e outbreak of the
thon threstening war, and would have made possible the continuastion-
wndor tho duress which this weapon would meke possible. - of the

“working agrecement involving Fronce, Germsny end Britain to maintain
the stotus quo in Lurope. Wwhon Chamberlin fallced, at the Munich
conterence, to retain this state of buropean equilibrium it was
nocessary to get rid of Chamberlin and install a new Prime Minister
vho coulc make tho effort to shift one corner of the triangle from
Germany to Russia. Baldwin found no virt v in Tccla's plan and
precmptorially ended the negotiations.

Teslas was greatly disappointed by the collapse of his ne-
gotiantions with the British Government. Vith it there collapsed hils
hopes of provicing a cemonstraticen of his most recent, and, what he
considored, his most iwmportent discoveries. He did not, however,
dwoll on the jubject; beyond the single conversation ho did not men-
tion the motter again., He did not get another chancc to financo the
demonstration of thecse discoveries.

Puring the period in ‘which the negotiationa were being
carried on, Tesla declared, efforts had been nmade to steal the in-
vention. His room had been entered and his parers exemined but the
thioves, or sples, left empty handed. There w2s no danger, he said,
that hils invention could.be stolen for he had ui no .time comitted
eny part of it to paper. He could trust his mozory to preserve cvery
fine dectall of his investigations. This’wss true, he said, of all
of hisg later major discoveries. '

The nzture of his sysiem r-kes 1ittls difference now; he
kas gone and has taken it witr. him. Perhaps, if there is any com-
municatvion Ifrom beyond the veil that separates this 1ife from vihiat-
ever exists hereaftcr, Tesla may loox down upon ecarth's struggling
mortals and find some way of dropping a hint concernlng what he
accompliished; but, if ths situation is such thet this cennot take
gla;e, then we must avalt until the human racc produces another
4€8la.
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April 30, 197

_—)

Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with

enclosures. It was certainly most thoughtful of you to
furnish us this information, and your interest and

courlesy are indeed apprecialed.

Sincerely yours, I

MAILED 6 e
' C. M. Kelley R
Pi C , . S
APR 38:976 .. Clarence M. Kelley o e -
FBI oo - Director Z : ' -

NOTE: Bufiles indicate limited correspondence with
last outgoing 6-27-73, in reply to his request concerning
papers of Dr. Nikola Teslas Dr. Tesla was a world-~famous
electrical inventor, and at the time of his death in 1943,
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous
to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands.
‘;:"A‘};’;‘—.—The bock, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill, alleged that
ber. 4n . the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his
Ao Din:  property. Bufiles indicated the Office of Alien Property of
s~ —the Department of Justice did so. Bufile 100-2237-23.
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Assoc. Dir, .
Dep. AD Adm.
Dep. AD fnv.

Asst, Dir,.

Adm, Sarv,
Ex1. Affairs\_‘_’
Fin. & Pers. _

Geﬂ. Inv.
Ident,

. Inspection —_—
; Intel,

n J'JN 1 s | Laberatory _

. / /_ J Legal Coun, -
J Plen. & Eval, _

- a{es ,321‘(“{3 " Reec. Mgnt, __

’mtntieb ’5{ l Spec. Inv, _—

Truining

Telephone Rm., -

Director Sec’y __

‘ )
eturn al!
case r sy

dling pl
sure proper han o
zgriZSpondence TO THE ATTENTION

Respectfully referred tol

FBI

‘ d inguiry in
o tne attache "
. respo“d to €. Thaﬂ
zigalsi‘catc anc return the enciosur
Ul !
you for yodr coopcration.
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m,.n.—
United States Senate

Yashington, D. C. 203510

Dear Smto‘

This will respomnd to
s

Phe effects of Dr. Xikola Tesla were after
his death, by the Office of Alien mdmm
of Justice and not by the PBI. Since we @id not participate
in the handlina of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am wnable to

Ve e N a il

furmish the information you dasirs.

A copy of your commmication and of this reply are
beinc referred to the Department of Justice and the enclosure
te your corrunication is being returned as reguested.

Sincerely yours,

C. M, Kailey

Clarence N, Xellsy
Directoxr

Enclosure

1 - Assistant Attorney General - nnclo-m- (2)
Civil Division

1 - Milwaukee ~ Enclosures (2)

1l - Office of Congressional Affairs - Enclosures (2)

NOTE: This response is consistent with past responses to

inquiries of a gimilar nature. Bufile 100-2237 reflects
that the Office of Alien Property took possession of

Dr. Tesla's ;(:apers following his death.
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Dap. AD Adm. "".'7?'."': Mm n :

Dep. AD Inv. i"‘ AT
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Ment,

Inspecrion

Intell,

Laboratory

Legol Coun.

Fion. & Evai. —

Rec. Mgnt.
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Talephone Rm.
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WA -.*uﬁh. M “

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

1
1 -
w “ROX
100-223
o o A1P0E50 280 27 180

S

? Arsoc. Dn. . __
Dep. AD Adw.
Owp AD lav. _ __

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT‘_____'_—.-.-MNITFU STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE At Du

FEDERAL RURFAU OF INVESTIGATION Adm Garus

g A LIvi TEE. LSV L

Memorandum e —

Intell

Laboratery __ . _
Mr. Bresson % DAaTE: 2/25/80 e
Rec. Mgnt _:‘:;
Mﬁ) Tech, Sarvs. _ . _
Tlaimng o
Public At DH. _ _
— Telephose R, .
. Direnten’s Vi‘t:'_y';,,
FREEDOM OF INFCRMATIGN ACT DISCLOSURE L A~ TANNED
[ e
REGARDING DR. NIKOLA-TESLA o ?!FORMM I

PLRPOSE : : D m"i_ :7;,@:—5—/0/8\( 2.

To reduce time spent on handling of requests for
information on captioned subject and to promote uniformity
of disclosure.

DETAILS:

A search of FBIHQ central records indices reflects
that Dr. Nikola Tesla is carried as the subject of Bufile
100-2237. Virtually all information in this file is inguiry-
type correspondence. For purposes of FOIA releases, copies N
of this material have not been made and requesters have been
so advised. Copies of the remaining material in the file
totalling 29 pages, however, has been processed for disclosure.
Numerous requesters have socught information relating to
Dr. Tesla under the FOIA. Therefore, it is recommended that
the disclosure documents maintained in Bufile 190-16504-4 be
considered the preprocessed release appropriate for responses
by the Initial Processing Unit for any further requests for
information on this subject.

RECOMMENDATION: A

That the Initial Processing Unit, FOIPA Branch,
Records Management Dlv151on, add captioned case to their
list of preprocessed cases and Bf e any future requests
for such information. /05,_. 3?

’ - e sl

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan Fel o
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Aogust 6, 1979
M ISIDE SotweE
N VL MEO "'HAT\ONCQNWNED
&y pere, 1S UNCLASSIT
m-—-_‘___l') DATE £===

ur recent letter requesting iaformation concerning
Dr. has been receivod.

hae aftCams Prue Ma ——— [ [ vy rv - il A
The effscts of Dr. Tesla werse ispoundsd, aft

"ﬂ.
death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Dopu-tnent of
Justice and not by the FBEXI. We have no preprinted material
available for public distribution regardirg Dr. Tesla. How-
ever, uncer the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act
(Title 5, United States Cocde, Section 552), requests have been
made in the past regarding your topic and there may be docu-
mentg available ¢to you under Title 28--Code of Pederal
Regqulations.

b 4

If you are interested in seeking such documents
under the Freedom of Information Act, you should make a
separate inquiry, clearly marking the envelope and lettsr as a
Freedon of Information Act request, and direct it to the
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 9th Street and
Penngylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20535, 1In the

—_——bakter you must request documents regarding the specific topic

qf |[interest to you. REC- 79

% .{ Sincerely yonrsy ﬂ"ﬂ

< [T , —

> William L. Balley o

<< i Assistant Diresctor 2 AUG 7 1979
x::::'_‘“noom 6958 2 /‘)
Aust. Dir.: (This correspondence resoonse fmav enqender a future FOIA in- 74
:lll Slu\rs quiry ) : . \ (

rim. Invy I I . m
Ident,

mel. __ NOTE: Based upon availaktle ,j.nfomiat,ion: ¢orrespondent is not
t::;"é:’nr&entlfiable in Rufiles. ¥ £ P.)

Plan. & ins .
Rec. Mgnt. «1ch .
Tech. Sn! ! \ (4) - \ ’;\g\
Troining L - - .
Public Affs. OH, __
Telephone Rm, '

tr
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

i .11 0 /79 }
INTERNAL ROUTI

FEDERAL BUREAU GF INVESTIGATION
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Ot...t . THE UNDER'SECRETARY OF DE}

iISE /

RESEARCH AND FEDERAL GOVERTMENT 9 FEB 1281

ENGINEERING

- WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SUBJECT: Papers Recovered on the Death of Nicola Tesla (U)

SR

(U) We understand that the FBI may have possession ofJa number of papers
found after the death of Nicola Tesla in 1943. NicolaZTesla was a brilliant

electrical engineer (i.e. the Tesla Coil) who was a pioneer in various
aspects of electrical transmission phenomena.

(C) We believe that certain of Tesla's papers may contain basic principles
which would be of considerable value to certain ongoing research within the
DoD. It would be very helpful to have access to his papers.

(U) Since we have really no idea of the possible volume of these papers,

we would be happy to provide a researcher who could assist you in reducing
o the magnitude of the search. If there are further questions, I am the

point of contact within the DoD and can be reached at 695-6364 or £95-7417:
RS
[ Allan J. Maclaren
P!STE LtColonel, USAF
i ra1 M111tary Ass1stant
\ 1659838 AUAINFORMATIGN cSnHA gic and Space Systems

! HEREI IS UNCLASSIFIED bT7C
{ /g/ DATE P - ;;Lﬂi-b :
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Per DoD Lettor, \\ 362'“// 0 O - ;} ;) 3 7/ 5
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Dear Colonel Macliaren:

Ditecrar's Sec’y

7Ein .5 UNCLASSIEIED o
CaTEA-AALSA B ,

7
Your reroranour. of r"aﬁ 9 reg.estin. acceas te
the sclentific japcre o' Dr. 1_1_5915_.:1}_3 which might be irn
our files has heen reforred to .y -offlce for reply.
.3 pre.ni"irary review of cur files irdicatus that the
F_I cir net participete in the handling of Dir. Teali's beslon -
Lics fellowins his aath iz diew Yorl City 4n Jaruary, 19%43.
;.is parerg were exarinet by rerrasernsatives of the 0ffica
I KAlien Froperty, thce uavy Jep:lrtm--- ar’ the 04%4ize of
..u.i-':.;i‘ic kesearch and Devclopiwnti. In Pelruery, 194
pPACYE arparently were ralezss to [l cava . Fopanol
Lr. Zesia's '\c_w wew and the ad ninictra..or of Lis esta
Ir. Tegaoovicty e.._rr's At thArt tL e owro Il Tesevald
Ot e YOI, Moew Yoric.
Locoopinte guarea of clr Arcices is bodng made to
deterdne if we nove any informatier that might be useful
te you.  You will be rotifie’ of the rasults of thig secarch Y |
at iino earliest sosgible late. 10 )
7 ¢ DE-1 o0 — 22}7/

i - Sirceraly, o G- S .
) ]
5 Iram oo .

;._)_) ;/ = IITTEN JZ g‘T
:“ = 5 no" ee——— -~

>~ o T -. YO“ —— M

o | Assistant Diractor in Charge

= i 0!‘1ce of Congressional
I L= k G Public Affairs
) 1 -P (PCIPA) - Enc.
l ‘
1 - Mr. Young - Erc. (éﬁﬁ v
. 1 - AEESden - Loc, s L\
e — ozl NerYY GYscussal with Folii, R, who has harncled sis:
eecavies 32T requests for, frforration in our files conoerring Dr. Tesla. In nu~
*;-"_0; rerous nrewlous restonsss w Jmve soi< t,hat the office of Aller Pro'-crt\
Crim e the De: Lrtackt of Jus‘.,‘b}; imprund R ) resle's pairers alter nie wootil,
luulr'. O“..rv'_r the t 'i‘-c of ror sy vdvdentiorn, Civid ‘Hvisic-z, roifcaes
Intell. . . ~ Figy § = T e
i S S nt‘DM g ar® ;oi ir thefir noaszgrion
Legol Coun. ___ 0 Q
Plon & Insp. <
Rec. Mgnt. .,‘___ (e ] 8’
Teck Sare, - 5
Trainim L - .
Public !:h oM, _ / Tl
Telephans Rw. k/ (g)
MAlL ROOM
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“LL; o). A Y FMacLaren
ilitary }yﬁ/_‘ FEDERAL GovErmmny

utrate41» Ada 2rage fysters
TLillce of the Onler Sacrctery .

of Selensz ALL TNTIRMATION CONTAINED
vasain-ton, o, C. 20351 LEZEEIN IS5 UNCLASSIFIED

DATZENM 8 B

Bozr Celonel) RaclLaren:

a;lnte/av et o2 our retrisvatle fllos eoncirn-
in; or, ui»ulc “c2.a’shogas that all notes anl aatasricl in his
Lo weliqbe o3avissan at e ticc of Nz lost: cn SELUITYy T, 1

wore placed in Ll cuatolir o the Mlion Troper Tustolilisn
urloz soal Ly the uLitgd Ltntee Sovrernoasnt, TELS- zxtericls
have aever teea L0 the care or eustudy of tLe PIi)

fno Jamurrye 26 an? 27, 1052, Telorn) autlaritier nale
coRtoroaTy Teview ol ot efEoactrs ot Ty, Terla to doternire 19
2 ddrZo el wionlflczmt wvaluo b Urive Dhatos war wfliort
cuals Lo foune. Lis &lfccts wre ainel st thie larntaitan

-y

t
e
ARG LULE and Sturate 2o ALy at 52n
-
[y

v 0
|l

=1 Tt Avauus, Luw York,

ww Vorn, whern? they asiarently we
tizijmidne I tnis cxa:inatisn WETS Yo intativese fron the
Vew York wic! vastinguren ZLficen of tlc nl:cu Propert:r Turtollirn,
0lfice of sclentific ieseqrch anﬂ Jevelopient at the Mazsa-
¢husatts Instituts of Technoleny, the O0flicc of Laval Intel-

i, ence, ans Lnitel Stxtes lawvel kesecrel.., Thz2 YUY €14 not
pervicipute 4n thic exaciraticn. (65-47953 section 1)

L woo tie corzilerel orinlon of a sycret;;an of those
eiauiners "that there exizt az=eng Dr. Tecla‘*s mapers and possoes-
slons no sclentlific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrevealel
~cthods or Jdevices, or actual apuaratuc whileh could be of

Ennt AD lny. N

Bast AD hdm,

Exec AD LES __
Asst, Dir.:
Adm. Servy.
Crim. lov, ___
ldent.
Inrell.
Loberatory
Legol Coun. ___
Plan. & lasp.
Rec. Mgnt,
Tech. Servs.
Traiming
Public A¥ls. OH, _
Telephone Rm. __
Directar’s Sec'y _

HA!!!!‘!IIiiili;;

siznliicent veluc to tlis countecy or which would conatitute a
hazard in unfriaenily hands.® Thare vas thouast to be no
tocinical or uilitary reazon why furthor custolr of the property
stoull P&ipotainsi. However, our files indicate that ceortain

Papecs, wiidgi wore rozarded as typizal of rilola Tesla's writings

Ih
< tu e' after hieg doectlh., Inr-

-,
RS

the

ar' %;Jﬁ;uti L. $he yorlal of 1020 qo012, v*r“tQQ ove’ for

vags ol 2ycppt to tol TE7ice ol A .110 drE-E?Jf
th,L,l-.h. (65— 47953 section 1

N ) V38 pr- ni o W.R 2.; r‘sz

oo e, Vodn \‘11 -
o X ; Wt o —— —
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. Col. A J. maclaran

A mema dated October 17, 1945, from our New York
Office said that at that timé Dr. Teglag ‘s effects remained
&t the ManhalLtan Storage Warshayise in some 75 packing boves
and trunks upder s6al by the New York Depertment of Taxation.
The rental for thig storage, approximately 215 pér month,
wzs being paid hy Charlotte Muzar, 134 .azt £3rd Etreet,
Lew Tork, ¥ow York, who was listend a3 an agent £or Sava Xosanovizh,

-Pr. Tesla’s nephew and administrator of hiz estate. (65-47953-14)

Oﬂ Octobnr 28, 19(5 ‘

ne o ow the bearers o7 Lh ’
é.fncts of Likcla Tesla. (65-47953-15) ' ) ?

It was en;lained to

[~ g = b ] - 1 {a-l
FET hal no jurlsiiction over

refarrad to the Sffiee of the hllen Pro~erty Custoldian, Buraau
files o not indicate whather the men evar exaninel Tesla's

belongings. (65-47953-15)

Thé& Tégla effects reemainesd in rcome 77 ani 3L of the
Manhattarn Stcrage Company. In the 1950s, FBI Agents were told by
company managament that the only recorded wizit had been mads
by “"Pederal authorities”™ in January, 1943,
raocallel that the mon hal taken pumsrous photBITAPLE.
tis desgcription of the equipnent uase’ would tanl to skow that
a alcrofil» reproduction was cade of the papers af the Jeceased,

(65-47953- 2'7)
Sur files do not reflect an:’ “ertiﬂent in®ormation

on the Tasla materialsc since that date. Thelr current whereabouts
or conditicn are not reflected 4in our files.

ror further information rejardira this matter, you may
wis’ to contact the Cifice of the Allen Prowertr Custodisn and
the othcr Feleral acencies mentionel above. .

1 hopa that vo have been .of assistanoe to yon

slncer%

i L
Sgsictant Ddrector in Chargc
SEtie- of Tonrrveaclional

70 Putlic Aflfairs
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Lr. Col. A, J. Maclaraon

NOTE. On February 9, 198), Col. NacLararn wrote 10 u§ inquiring
aboul the scientilic papers of Dr. Nikola Tesle. 1In 2 xeturn
letter of Aarch 9, we {nforasd his that a thorough review of

our files woull be made ir search of tho information he requestad.
Thiz waz Jdome an’ he is bdalny informzl of the results, Texla's
papere havoe been the sadbjeet of nwmerous inTulries by various
individuals and orqarnizatiors singe his Jeath, PRI receivel

over 20 TOIA racquests on this matter during the poeriod 1973-

192¢, Hatter coordinated with POIX Section, RID,

- v it ¥
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QFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 \

RESEARCH AND

ENGINEERIMNG

' 1 APR 1981

FEDFRAL GOVERNMENT

: lr/ Mr. Roger 5. Young

) Assistant Director in Charge

i Office of Congressional and Public Affairs
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Young, ~ i

Thank you very much for your letters of March lO and March 20, 1981, rin
response fo our request re Dr.o . We very much appreciate the effort
that must have gone Mebalf of the Deputy Under Secretary
{Strategic and Space Systems), Dr. S. L. Zeiberg, I would like to thank

you and the people who spent their time searching out the relevant data.

Sincerely,
e O A THED \k
S UNCLASSIWIL e
o Vi K\{\\\r "-‘4»*-4-»-—/
Allan MatlLaren
CoIone’I'—U'S'KF'_"_

~  Military Assistant
,l ‘*; L Strategtrarrd’*ﬁpace Systems

| s e A P e, - -

“PorDap Lo Lated %9/?3 e /00 - 33 /- ?Z
AL B0 ey Bl

\g%\
V11 PR30 >
DaD vete frﬂ/ Farlfa #"_) (63 and 3{_2' 201 18 g e
4/5/13 9903 b 7C. ’

/1—-
oL o7
AL@NFDRMATION CONTAINED (=
. [ Bmee b mcrcimey REREN IS UNCLASSIFED
AR DATE 4-8-93__ By
€ FxpA No. 36, co8

36a,00)

‘ — ; ‘A2,
BRI \jtrm JASE 0;:.‘919“! a‘“‘"f’ r
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"~ 21 Jili 1981 (&)
Director of the FBI ‘i}

Washington, D.C. . <fi.” ey

n Qg ."-. ‘.-_.\ LS A -t .
..E..-?.r .,...r. r r“i—;;:ﬁ \\\ (bl Biﬁ;\lerj ;! !B:] i
While attending college, I came rosstan article about the

electrical genius, Nicolai Q:;la ‘J% esla was an electrical

genius with such peers as EDISON and WESTINGHOUSE. Tesla ounSTDE <+~
designed the basic generator and was the first man to introduce
alternating current to the people. The article, written in an
underground SanFrancisco newspaper, stated that Tesla also

worked with electromagnetic waves and supposedly built a plant

that could harness the electromagnetic waves out of the earth's
atmosphere sufficiently enough to use them as a source of elec-
tricity. The article stated that Tesla built such a plant and

lit up a city street 150 miles away by sending the electromag-

netism via radio waves. This method is presently being used in
electronic warfare. After that, the article stated that the:

FBI confiscated his plans and buried them in your archives.

Their reasoning was that such a free form of energy would knock

out a big chunk of the oil, coal, and nuclear forms of energy _

and their contributions to the economy(money for research and
employment). All I want to know is if there is any truth to

this story and if so what was the FBI's reasons and when are the
archives opened again so that Tesla's work could come to light

again. Now bear in mind that this man was lectrical genius

and even had a unit of electrical measure n ed afte tdf? 3.2
he did figure out gﬁwav to utilize the rth's electr maong%lg

e

our dependence on oil, ease the volatile tension in the Middle

East and put all that money presently going to the Arabs into

. @k



. A . o o . __iedie. [ e [ b |

space research, joint international research and deep-sea
research to help solve our population problem. I am talking
about huge sums of money being released that could speed up
the experts present projected times of producing significant
gains in these still relatively new fields.

You could at least take the time to check out what I am
saying and judge for yourself whether or not Ehe archives
should be opened now to put the world back on a more secure

heading.

Sincerely,

13



August 7, 1981

y flTT T"'-"" "’“'(‘ oo ITITNED

’ bE“;'T“ i5 Y ." “:\.LI‘II‘.-.") B "s.

; /éf DATER =N, \{“ BYS&:NH&E\
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3
Judge Webster has referred your letter of July 2lst
to me for a reply. A check of ocur files indicates Dr. Rikola
Tesla's affects were impounded after his death by the Office
of Alien Property of the Departmsnt of Justioe and not by -
the FBI. While your interest is indeed appreciated, the FeI
is unable to answer your questions as we 4id not participate
in the handling or have anything to do with the storage of
Dr. Tesla's belongings.
.‘ To be as helpful as possible, I am forwarding a
\ mwo!m-mimimmmwgm /\
Y.,
t S (e
~n 2. 2 R
= S - noger Young -
ME < B u-iumt Dlroctor ip Charge
T ; | Office of Congressiomal
| =2 and Public Affairs-
3’ ‘
{
- - Acuing Rksistamt-Ptiornw Gendiral WamBclosure & <
’ ¥ Civil Division e ; @fa
z. or. R
o ﬁ'rg: 1/'7/— is not identifiable in Bufiles. Dr. Tesla
Eree AD At — ed on 43 and we have received jph correspondence .
oo e~ _\k regarding his belongings whlc‘; rere dmpounded by the Office IJ K’
Aust. Div.: Y of Alien Property of the Department of Justice.
hin. e \ L L ne o\ 1< o !;* 3f
e XN Y - 4 ée?.f
Intell. . .
abar o [ AN \
IL.-::I“C.:L_: “'.\c ‘;. . l v . .
Plon & lnsp. a=_ . | I
Rec. Mgnt. .
wch. Servs. ' ot e
Public AHs, DH. _ H !
Tnd::t::: ::e",__ MAIL ROOM 2 IR w
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FD-38 (Rev. 8-28-82)

FBI
TRANSMIT VIA: PTECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
O Teletype O immediate O TOP SECRET
gxiﬁq}rﬁle O Priority [0 SECRET
0 Routine O CONFIDENTIAL
O UNCLASEFTO
[J UNCLAS
. Date ._8/18/83 |
i
- TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
ATTN: INTD, SUPERVISOR

s)

Cp s?« CINCINNATI (P)

ixxt)m TE | ) @)(’)

This communicatien is classified "Se\et" in its

FROM:

entirety.

Re telephone ¢ , Cincinnati
| Division, to Supervisor IHQ, on 8/11/83.

Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one copy
each of pertinent pages from the 1981 book titled "Tesla:
Man Out of Time" by Margaret Cheney, with important passages
underlined,

For information of Buresy

have DO been in contact with SA
at the Dayton Ohio RA regarding possible FBI

SECRET cmmw K77 2T

~ - New York (Enc. 1)
o 2 - Cincinnati

\g_ ALL -pgmou CONTAINED — o=
-~
>,

F78 n URTLI IUTINTED _
17 AUG 22 1983

Approved: Transmitted
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