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- H y.,-;,~-e£7ij;.;?ij-;" 
'"Death Ray" for Planes 
Ntlr.ol~Nl&, one of the tnl17 

rrut In tor• who celebrated bla 
lil'hty·f h birthday on July 10, 
tell• tht writer that he etand1 
n&d.y to t.d.lvull• to the UzUte4 
f't&tel Govern111;ent the 1ecret of hll 
''leleforee," with which, he •id., 
a.trplane motor• would ba melted at 
a dieta.noe of 250 mllee, eo that an 
lllvi~ble Cbtne11 Wall of Defenll 
would be built &round the country 
.. &tnet any attempted attack by an 
ener:ay air force, no JD&tter how 
large. 

Thit "teleforoe," he uld, 11 butd 
on an entirely Dew principle of 
physice that "no one hu ever 
dreamed about," different frOV1 the 
principle embodied in hia invantiona 
relating to the tranamisaion of elec­
trtoal power from a distance, tor 
which be hu received a Dumber of 
bulo patents. Thia new type ot' 
force, )b. Teala said, would oper­
ate tbrough a beam one oa .. bun­
dred-mtllionth <Of a .square oaDtl­
meter tn diameter, and oould be 
renerated frorq a epecial plant tb&t 
would. oost no more than $2,000,000 
and would take only about thrll 
months to construct. 

A. dozen auch plantl, located at 
1tratecio point• along th• cout, ~ 
oorcUnl' to J4r. Teala, would be 
enourh to defend the oountry 
acatnat all poesible aerial attack.. 
The . beam Wofld melt any engine, 
whether Diuel or ..,.ollne-drtven, 
and would alao Ignite tbe uploetvee 
aboard any bomber. No poa8ible 
defen•• aca.lnet It could be deviled, 
he ueerte, &I the beam wptlJJ1 be 
all-penetraUnr. .,.. 

. -· :--· up be would 
once, but tbe:y would 

~~it~~~··:hEim:~·~ He would IUf-from «Q)*tU." 
auch a condi­

tion would very likely Interpose at1. 
iuuperable obatacle. But Umea b&a 
tng what they are, u4 wtth -the 
nation ptttng ready to apiend bU­
liont for aatJonal d•f•nee, a.t the 
Am• time taking Ia oon.lderation 
the reputation of Kr. Teal& u an 
inventor who alwaya wu many 
ya&rl ahead of his time, the quea­
Uon ariae• whether it may not be 
&dviable to take Kr. Te1la at his 
word and comtniaalon him to go 
abtad with tbe cOn1trucUon of hia 
t..lttorce plant. 

luch a DtlvJca fiJDvaJuable" 
After all, $2,000,000 would be rela­

tively a very 1111a.U IUDI compared 
wtth what Ia at atake. lt Mr. TealL 
really tultUlo hit promiH tbe ro­
ault achieved woUld be truly •t&a'· 
prinJ, Not oaly ...,Uid It aave bll· 
Uon1 now planned for &tr defenae, 
by ma.klnc th• country a'Daolutely 
lmpre~able ••alnat &Dy air attack, 
but it woul4. &leo AVI ~Y more 
bUUou 1A property that would 
otberwiM bt aurtly delltroytd no 
matter how .tronr the defeneu are 
u wtt.a11a aunent anDte 1n Jtnr­
l&n4. 

Take, for .umple, tbe Pan&D:ia 
Canal. No matter how 1tro~~oa the 
defeneee, a euleld.e equaclron. of dtve 
bomber~, accordiDJ to eomt ex­
perU, mlc'ht auoceed In rett.tnl' 
throUJh an4 O&UM ouch dama,e 
tha.t would. make the Canal un­
uable, In wblch cue our Navy 
ml1ht lind ltoelf botued up. 

Con.elderta• the probabmu., In , 
eveJ1 1f the chane11 wert 

1 apJQt Mr. Tul& the 
...,-'""-·- .Wl bt larrel:y In favor , 

a ch&Dee on ependina 
lu tiM opinion of the · 

lou Kr. Tnla 
• ..,-~ -·-••• ,... ttetlty that 

HIJh v .. uum Jl:llmlut44 
rouffi.._;~ 

IDteUact\lal 
ob&rl'e of 

lbould 

;~~;~~=~~::..~~:d Tho ill Wltb 
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PAGE TWO 
AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR WILL BE 
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO "AT TAXI THE PROPERT~NTO HIS cus-· 
TODY. TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, ALLEGED BY INFORMANT 
FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING "ODEL OF AN INVENTION IN 
A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS 
THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA Ill NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY .. 
FOl FOUR HUNDR£D.DOLLARS OVED HOTEL. THIS BILL IS STILL OWED AND HOTEL 
APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANTONE AT LEAST UNTIL" 
.... ~X DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS 
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN·~OPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE­
PORT HE WAS hL!i!X VERY 'ECCENTRIC IF NOT ._ MENTALLY DERANGED DURING 
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE 
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A ¥ERY BRILLIANT 
INVENTOR. THEREFORE, ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE 
PRIOR TO THAT TIME. KOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED 
HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOW 
QUOTE PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP­
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND ~REECE, UNQUOTE. 
SWEEZEY IS A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS VHO 
IS X DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING A BIOGRAPHY OF TESLA AND THERtORE WOULV 
LiKE 10 OBTAiN CONrRgb OF HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED 
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSqrROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS.EFFECTS IN ORDER 
TO USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY. TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE 
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS 
DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER !T !S INTERESTED FURTHER 
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL OF IT. SUGGEST THAT, 
IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH­
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON ~ COULD NOT BE REVIEWED WW 
~ EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESrARCH DEVEL-

OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED. 
FOXWORTH 
END NYC 52 WHS 
HOLD WA R 2 RSG 
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J>JKNOillt; SUBJECTS. EXPERIMENTS 
TESLA, DECEASED, ESPIONA3E - M, NIKOLA TESLA, 0.• 
STANDI~G SCIE~TISTS IN THE ELECTRICAL FIELD, DIED 
TEEN FORTY THREE AT THE HOTEL NEi YORKER, NEW YCRY 

. LIFETII·::=.:, dZ co;~JU::TE:D MA:·~Y z~:p:;:;trr;E::-:TS r:; CO:t~~C7 

TR.;:;St-:ISSIO:J OJ' E:U:CTRICAL f'c-,;z:'i A~:::J '.. .. wHAT 
THE DEATH ~AY, ACCORDii~G TO INFORMATION FURNISHED 
THREE SIX FIFTH AVENUE, NEU YORK CITY, THE NOTES 
EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE TOGETHER WITH DES1GNS OF 
VITAI.T?F THEM ARE AMONG TESLAS PERSONAL EFFECTS, A 
TAKEN TO PRESEFIVE THnl OR TO KEEP THE~ FROM FALLIN 
- . UNFRIH~DLY TO THE WAR EFFORT OF THE ur; 
ING TO SPANEL, A DISTANT RELATIVE OF TESLA, NAMED 
·.:AS INTE:~SELY tiSLIKED BY TESLA, IS TAKING STEPS 
THESE IMPORTAt\T DOCUMNTS AND PLANS, SPANEL B.E HERE IS A 
STKO~JG Lli\:O:LIH~ ThAT KOSAt:OVI::E WILL MAI:E THIS FUAL AVAILP.E.LE TO 

. TO TflE E:E:::Y, · SPA•;EL P.LVI SE:l G TWO HEAi::.t.:ARTERS IN ;;ASHINGTO:;, AS \ 
·.:ZLL AS i·iR MOR}~lf·~ OF THI: D:EPARTI'~:S!JT Of JL.:STICZ I~: WASHI!~GTO:<, C0:0CE:f1I~\G 
THE AEOVE, SPA:;:::L WAS ALSC I:<TE:LEPHC::IC COt·l~iUi:ICATIGi; iiiTi-! .. ;::;;, D 
L02ADO, ONE OF THE ADVISO~S TC VICE PhESIDENT VALLAtE CONCERNI~G THIS 
:-:ATTZR, AND LOZADO TOLD SPAi<EL ~: THAT THE GOVERN~iENT wAS VITALLY 
r::ERESED IC: Ti-!£ EFFZCTS OF TESLA Ar:D RE::WESTED SPA:iEL TO LOSE iW rr::z 
1'-l :!:lOI: 1C ALL HE COULD TO PRESDVE .. THEM, BLOYCE F IT2 GZ:\ALD, A~: 
:LECTRICAL EiiGINZER wHO HAD EEEr' QUITE cLosE To TESLA DURING HIS !...~F'E 
TIME, ADVISED THE NEW YORX OFFICE THAT ON JANUARY SEVENTH, NINETEEN 
;·oRTY THREE:, SAVA _)\OSANOVICH, ~CE CLARl\~ \>IHC IS IN CHARGE OF THE :-ct;S­
EUM AND LAEORATOR~ FOR RCA, AND KENNETH SWEZEY OF ONE SIX THREE MILTO:~ 
STREET, EROOLKY::, NY, WE:i~T TO TESLAS RONlS IN THE NEW YORr:ER, AND ~JITH 
THE ASSISTANCE OF A' LOCKSMITH BROKE INTO A SAFE WHICH TESLA 
J:AD INl-!IS ROOMS IN WHICH HE KEPT SOME OF HIS VALUABLE PAPERS, INCLUDING 
IMPORTANT . . ELECTRICAL FORMULAE, DESIGNS, ET CETERA, WITHIN THE 
PAST MONTH, TESLA TOLD FITZG~"RAI c THAT HIS EXPERIMENTS IN CO:J!JECTIO:J ;.;Iln 
THE WIRELESS TRANSMISS{Or\ OL,ELECTRICAL PO\>JER HAD BEEN CO~lPLLTED At!r:actosmut 
PE:-IFECTED, ~~)y· .;; _ 2._-;_31 -,.3 

.,p .. ~. I- - . ' 

')r\t!l' 1/ II • . - - . . 

pont Rt..olfe1'1DfJ~ 
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TWO 

'~+.-~~~ALSO KNOWS THATTESLA HAS CONCEIVED AND 
E TORPEDO WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE 

IT IS FITZGERALDS BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS NOT 
TO ANY NATION UP TO THE PRESENT TIME, FROM STATEM 
GEARLD BY TESLA , HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS 
AND EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE 
THE PERSONAL EFFECTS OF TESLA, HE ALSO KNOWS THAT 
MODEL OF TESLAS WHICH COST MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND 
A SAFETY ~ DEPOSIT BOX BELONGING TO TES 
CLINTON ~): HOTEL, AND : FITZGEARLD 
HAS TO DO WITH THE SO CALLED£ DEATH RAY OR THE WI 
ELECTRICAL CURRENT. TESLA HAS ALSO TOLD FIT.<u>.AI<Lll" 
THAT HE HAS SOME jiiiX EIGHTY tllla TRUNKS INDIFFE 
TRANSCRIPTS AND PLANS HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS 
BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF 
EE TAKEN CONCERNING THIS MATTER BY THE NEW YORK FI 

FOXWORTH 

A REVOLUTI Oi'­
THE NATIC:JS. 
AVAILABLE 
TO FITZ-

TIONS 
PLACE IN 

A WORKING 
BUILD IN 

RNOR 
IS MODEL 

smssroN oF 
CONVERSATION;:, 
S CONTAINHJ<.; 
D BY HIM. 
ON SHOULD 
ON. 

CORRECTION- THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE TELETYPE THE NAME THAT SHOULD APPEAR 
IS fiiZGfQ 81 Q NOT FITZGERALD~ AS IT SOMETIMES IS 

SPl:LLED 
HOLD 

'J 
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~l'llnal ilurl'all of lnul'&tiga1 

Nnitl'll ttatl'!l flll'partntl'nt of 

Baaflington, II. Gr. 

Mr. T...ollon __ 

Mr. E.A. Tal= 
Mr. Clegg __ 
Mr. Glavin __ 

?.F: 

Mr. Ladd __ _ 

Mr. Nichols_ 
Mr. Rosen __ 
Mr. Traey __ 
Mr. Carson __ 

Mr. Colley __ 
Mr. Hendoil __ 
Mr. Kramer 

.McGuire 

. Harbo __ 

Nikol:t Tesla. one of thR vmrld 1 s 1)\."..ts 
t'le electr:.c&.l field, died ll.t his resi-lence in 
:"ork Si t;•, o,-, January 7, 1:043. !n the cou,..s;/<'f 
mP.n:,' experiments with respect to the trar;~ssion 
of radio a'lc\ wh .. t is CO!!ll:JO:l] v c•ll ed th,.P':leath 

Mr. Nease __ 

Yiaa Beahm __ 
MiuGandy __ 

' ---
respe~t to the wirele~~ trPrs~i3s:ion of electrice.l 
bee~. c0r ~1lF-ted f\'1rl ::;~,rf'e~Jte'i, a"1d ~esla had also 
r13"\'"0lutiol:.a.ry type of t.t'r'!"lecl.o whic":.. ie not in use 
ti~P• TJ-Ip ffr>eci._ ~i Ca t,i_ons, eX'Jl P-..l'J.a+-ions Of t'r]."'! bas 
of Tesla's scienti~ic endeavnre a~e reported to b~ 
re!·wr-ted to :ba.7e so!n~ BO trun%s in differ~~t ~l~C"eS ' u 

me ens 
th 
have 

prese:1t 

")~_E:ns ha7:.n:~ -+::0 -io wi .. t1., }--is eJC?""ri'1r-r.ts ~E: w~ll ~-s a Worki'Pl,::;. mo:iel o~ or:~ o!' 
:.~.s do::>,relo~:!l"'-!'"lts i .. --: ~-.e safP.t:r de:;o~j t box at t:-:e '10nrnor Clin"to!l Bo"':el. 

ILform~,i~r. conc~rnt~c/~esla'< \xperiwen~~n r~ported to the 
~·J,;).v Yo:r'k Offic-e t-:~ L. N_l S?e.nel/i'i.rd Bloyc:\ ?i.. tzgera.~T-'i'at . ..:..;er an e-J ectrical 

~t:j p~~i:J'?'3r wr· o had b~en o_1\i te t;.lc-se t0 Tl3~1a. Eot'l of t~ese indiviAue.l~ '-l~ve 
'\ indicatecl t'~-:e . .-: !'.o ster;s h.t-.ve bee~ ta!re:J. to prez"!rve Tesla 1 E rAcords and models 

.' I or i:-0 kee? t·iA!"" from r~llinr; ir-f:o t:te hands of iP.di.vidualE S'~ffll.pat"netic to th~ , ~ 
1
." Axi.s -pov;er~. " 

\ ..r Tesl'< ho.s a C.iettlr.:t ,-el'<tive by t.i,e na!ne of S1J.vatKose_'loVich, wi· .. o!TI. he 1 ~1 irte!'sel~r dislikecl. Y.oRh~f),,""ich is r~yort.ed to be- taki!l?: s fms -to :z:et i10Ssession 
'N . of -f:Pese- im?0rte.nt documents fl..TI d p] an~ .. a~.J Sp11nel bel i;ve; t~!"'!'"e is a. ~+ror..6 
,!)j li 1•dihood that Kosanovic:O will make such inforUlation available to t'le enemy. 

I ~ On LTnnuary 7, 1943. Y.:osar..ovic~ e.ccom?E.ni'3d f:/ Je-<:>r:;e\Gla!"k, in che.r5e of +.;re ' 

0~ ~.:useum 9.!1d Latnratory for RCA, a...."1.1 Kenneth -~weze~,. of \r0oklyn, N'3W Y0rl.::, e!Jter~r. 
Tesla 1 s roo::.<:: at "'-:.~:*'" ~~o~·.el Nf:."w YorY:er ,._}-.~~E'", with tl--te f:l:.d of a lacks-r"_i -th, tiliis...tst"!, 

~· broke ir>"";r a safe· in w~5.ch Tesla kept some of A~le nape~s, i,.,~_din~-
gj iiD?Ol'tant ele0trice1 fornulae 1 desi[;'JS 1 et Ceter._,. bb3 - ~ "2 n -3 
Cl INDEXED 10 _cd .::J -I • _ 
tQ !Y. Spa!lel, in ar~'li tion to ]'"Pr('lrt:.n,:; th~~e tie"1f'lo ~~ts lr the Pt.treau, 
e; has a.lso advised the headq•1arters of the N.ilitary Intelli:;P .ce Di'rision, a :.:r. 

'.'o,-ld" or t:Ce Depurtuwt of J'lstice in iiRshint;ton, e dJ.Dr.JANLo}8ol943e 
of the adviEors to 'lice Preside-:1-l- ~:e.lh.ce. LOt"-dO " ised Spa-nelil:ha ,r,e 
Ga"'tf>rl'lrlent WliS vi t.e.lly iL-+:er.- ste~. in tr,. e_f'-f'pctt:r or, esl:e. a.~ci. requ t.f-tat. 

Sp::el loose no timA ~n d;~}all J>e could;,zer t_t;~ ~ 

?' r ~};..~ .3 vf p'(r/r J - .- ., '-'·-- / ~~-
55 JArPis 1943 ·- ;_· /r:J _ t/. 3 pr-f/ 

JD 
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re:!~0randu..'11 f'or the T)irec+:or 

The ~:ew York Office we.s in,tru<>ted to dl 
with the State's A~torney in !-Jew "!'""rk City wi.+;}1 the 
Vosa"'l.ovir::h iD.to cus~ody n!" a bur;:} a~;v c"'arge a:--:!d 
whic~ Kosanovich is reported 'to ha~;e t.aken fran 
out thet a'">y aetivities _,ursu~d b~· the State's A+.tn.­

e. most s~cr"'t fashion in order to avoid an:r p:1.bl 
i!'l7entions. The New Y()rk O!'!'ic~ was also 
Court il" e>rner th•.t stops ""'-'ld be !'la""'" t.gail".st 
hif' hotel and any other poir.t.~, i~ p~rticulr1.r, thA 
be..v~ ir.. order thP~~ no o~c- rn.ey enter t',P!J w1 t,1out a 
present anrl eve-r-y preca·.1tior. taken to preserve the 
T~~c }lew York (_':f'fie":" is to l(per t~!"· Bu!"'eau advised of 

- 2 -

the TTJa~tf9r U!J 
l'C's•:~bly hd>Og 

varion_e pe~er.s 
It was pu;_nte<i 
be h., oled b 

- •! 

II 
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Januarv 126 1943 

MEMOiiAi<'"D1JM FOR JIR. 

7 Mr. Tolson --
Mr. E. A. Tan 

Mr. Clegg __ 

Mr. Glavin -
Mr. Ladd __ 

Mr. Nichols -
Mr. Rosen --
Mr. Tracy __ 

Mr. Ca.rson_ 
Mr. Colley_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 
Mr. Kramer_ 

Mr. McGuire -
Mr. Harbo __ 

Mr. QuinD Tam 

Tel e. Room_ 
Mr. Nease ___ 

On Friday, January 8th, Mr. L. M. c. ~th called me 
in connection with the death of N~~ald-Tesla. He ~a~d~~~~~~ 
vised me that he was concerned about the possibilt 
,.., • .,.awttf ,.,. ...... 1'1 AA,.IJ.;roA-.Io#-,.. ro.--- ""'# ~1.A ~-··-~- -
..,., 5'"c;;'"ll ....,~c;;n"'~ vvuJ • .,""w."•'•.Y oVIf.u: VJ ,;,r1.r; "runn.~ riJ\ 1 
Tesla, who had dted an January 7th. He understood ~at 
the Yar Department was interested in this matter and 
that apparently the Alien Property Custodian's office 
was t4~ing some action. He desired to know whether the 
Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla 
from taking the contents of his trunks and whether the 
Bureau would seize possession of the trunks. Mr. Smith 
indicated that he was talkinq to the Alien Property CUstodian 
along the same lines. I told him that in view of the fact 
he was going to handle the matter with the Alien Property 
Custodian's. office, there did not appear to be any action 
which the Bureau could or sho~~ take • 

. ~ "~~\ ~\~ . 

,.,c(\?.:\~:\G css\\}~VLJ~ 
' .. ~ ·, \~ ·s .. \,~~ ~'}Jt~ye9u · yor< 

. ·~'·1 __ ;,$:---- ~ 
/.1 Edw. A. Ta-

. ~ ~ 1 ~~~~3 
p--L _.... 
~.--:-.--. .. 

~ ~~ - - - ,l 00- ?.231- 3 --f• -, "-- . 1 
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Ill a ~ ar tbe 1'1J. pertaill1ai t.o \be at.onp ar tbe .U.n. or 
Jm[)Ll '!ISJ.l, G. JIO'l'!S NOS le.;t Ulat osq- hlb YUit 111111 liMo ... tl7 
pen01111 o'llt.C~ td \he ~ et w.!at.Ua ..... 1'-lte !'bS.I .. 
eceenitlll tat11t place • n ""7 a ...s 27, 190, a •tUb u.. rwp~l- '\ 
or the Allen Propert.. C.uatodi&n lllllde a ~.J!ih rwrin o! the snun atraata 
of tte n..:;u_ Ntat~to (I; 1 f/O '- /i I l; , :.. 1 1 

-I'. 

'811 'JISU llttect. a1"8 IJteftd ta- 5.1 ad 5L et lleabatta Stal'ql'a 
•Nb:CH at. 5aad ~. 'Nl ,.,...., IW'TIIIIt Cl~. lll.lllCIW. max.-: 
.tlltad lila -.:t lisen l"lllor ~ l'Dr ~riP~ lO ,_,. • the 
!a qunU.n, •t.atsd t.hat be oould R'ezll cnl,y tbe ._ occuas- !a earq 190 ..._< Ill! -'"IUon •• -» o! t.bl '!ISU e!fse\a. 81 stated tbat. at ~ 
U.. --~ Wft Ubn 19' t.be ..... .. •cr.\p\SDD fill 
tbe eq ''P "- UHd 1IDald t.-d t.o .._ t.bat. a Jdorof'iljll JtaJnlf.-ft1oll - _. 
•t .,. or t.bl Pllte:N ar tbt dluued ~ •i• mo .wed tJat ~•ral 
at tbe pqp •lr1nc u. ez=1~~eUoa ws. lfol·lllllz7 ..u.-, IIDd ...._ .. tbt 
-.,. nad..JM ~ ereplew u. , .. • d.US.. ~ 1a t.be 
PiliP •:n ldeut.t.n.d \o lila oaoq u IIFZISliAL Almi)JUTJJ:S-. ..._ni1Dj: \o 5. 
mo, • .u.r ~ et ldc~ttJ.s• or t.be ,... et u. su .tate • 
~ p1ue ·~ 1.Jiat. u.. ' 

It should lie Jmted t.hat. tbe tluftau- iatom.<l at V. •-'.,;Ua­
io1aDid abo~ 'b7 ... Iork le\'-r (wl\h aUeol u) 4Med OoWtar 1?1 ltu, 
...UU.d t1011fal5 SUB..CTJ QVA ID!WkJYICBJ ~ t; llueaab tlf UIPI£ 
'SSU (tL..ec:euecl), Jap:frw&e II. 
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Letter to Direar, F'l!I 
IT l.05-U91 

Ilk. F0!1'S 1tated that nc 1Jiqu1ry bad bee noeived tv aalattan twa 
SAVA N. J[)S~VICH, •r laS llanlla\t.u i.af'ox-.11 Ida, 1n aD¥~~ \hat an a­
llld..Datiotl or ~ msu etreot. lad been llllde tv ao-· In tae!\1 eddlld -.. 
PO'!'I'S, tbl olllT oorrapoDdc~~~te l"'lati.Jii t.o U. 'IISU •tate U. ._ in the 
fora et 'blll.t tor ltomp. 

•· POT'1'S atatec1 that ~ pereona11nqairu np.rdiJI& t.bt en.ata 1JWl4 
at _.d\7 be cl1nto~d t.o bia, - to c1ate 110 auoh 1Dqldr.t... ba-re lleell ...s.. 

IDtezrtnin& apnt. exp~d to IIR· l'OmJ t.b&t tbl tXM'Mt.ion ua, 
u Mntinned above 1 wu not inltilated 'tv' t.hl IIUI'tl1l1 .,,. bad thl !NJ'Uil ~n 
part 1D that en•1mtion. 

VXlln• adY1aed. to t.11t 00Jltn.l7, \hi~ -.uptiall 11 beinc plaoed 11a 
a olal~ atatua 1 and 110 turt.blr 111Ratipt.1~ MUon 11 aont.aplat.ed 1:11 th1l 
ettioe. CillSEDo 

I'D' 



Federal Bureau ot Investigation 
Department of Records 
Washington, D. C, 

Gentlemen: 

(t) 

f& 

In a manner of 1ntroduetlon. I wish to state that I am work1ng 
toward a degree in Eleotrloal Engineering at the Inat1 tute of 
Technology of the University of Minnesota. 

For several. years, I have been engaged in a study ot extensive 
co~pass and detail concerning the researches ~d writings or 
the late, world renowned sc1ent1et, Dr. Nlkola~TesJa. At con­
siderable expense, I have acquired o.n e:Xt~ensTve collection of 
m~>terials relating to Dr. Tesla. and his vorks which include: 

1) Personal lette~s written by Tesla to his close friend. 

2) Nu;nerous periodicals, sooe of which are to be found in 
only a few libraries throughout the United States. 

J) A :rew rare books which hR.ve now become "collector's 
items". 

4) A collection or 1~eued patents, 

Although the items listed are considerable in number, the spe­
cific information desired is lacking. 

As I understand 1t, because of the nature ot Dr. Teela 1 e role 
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent 
applications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation at the time or Dr. Tesla'e death in January or 
19*J· 
The purpose of this seizure, as described in numerous articles, 
was to determine whether these papers contained suggestions 
leading toward advancements in the field ot9cience. 

/(}-O na7. . . 
~ECOROE::l · S8 _ . c_ • / _ 

~~~'1 JY 8·-



.· 

' I 

Now it seems tnat sufficient time has elapsed for an inves­
tigation of this kind. If Dr. Teela's Estate has been released 
by the department in charge, any records that can be made 
a~ailable for examination will be welcomed. 

A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney ~eneral, 
Director, O~fice of Alien Property, informed me that the Library 
of Congress listed eertain works, writings and research studies 
prepared by the late Dr. Tesla. However, a letter addressed 
to the Library failed to bring results as the Library "has no 
files on the researches of Tesla 11 • 

A similar result was obtained from tne Bureau of Naval Research 
and the Department of Commerce. 

I am ecuecially interested in the research work in which Teele. 
\·~as enga~ed in his Lcter years. There are various unpublished 
1~orks, such as a 10-page typewritten statement presented in 
1937 at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his 
discoveries and giving a resume' of hie work in the fields of 
gravity and cosmic ray research, etc. Also, Tesla prepared 
various papers, one of whlch was in effort to secure the Pie>rre 
Gutz:nan PPize from the Institute of Rre.nce. My inquiry is 1n 
effort to determine whether any of these documents, as well as 
others, are at this time available. 

I will greatly appreciate any information ln regard to any 
records which you may have. 

~) 
(1) 
(C) 

/ 
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tt.~nN!TJ 6S 
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rnh to ,..,,. lotur of 
Auguot 18, lPS2. ov,. .tUoo dloclooo tlot 
tAo offocto of 'ltolo~ ~'olo .. ,.. takon ••to 
cutodu ot tho -&tao of lU uoth b11 tAo 
Of.ttco of Altell Proport11, o•d aot bit tUo 
Buroau. Conoequentlr, gou -.u •tol to 
-•••uwl .. ,.+• A,_.,_.,._ -· ..,:., ..., .. _.., ------·· -a.<~-tr.. ...... -, ..... - ... ..,. J .. , ....... •• .,,. •nw 1r •f!•Af;fl# IIJIJifi:A 

-.u be add,. .. utt •• folloN: (65-4'7953) 

Aoolot41\t -'ttoruu OoMI,.Gl 
R••lPa '· nrtr• 
Director. Offico o.f Alten Proportu 
Unlttld B~too DepGrtaont of ~aot,co 
lOl I•dtono Avonuo1 X. r. 
•-·"•g-to• n, JJ. c. 

Bt•c•,.•lll vouro, 

,, .- - ~ 

~v~.~·· ., .-,..,, .. 
: !iob Edgo,. Hoover 

:'c[ l>lroctor 

• it· •. 
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·- Office Memolandu'!Z · UNITED ST..{rES GOVERNMENT 

• 'I r 
- J ~ ] 

TO l'iL -". H. BL.L"~JIT f DATE: ]Jay 5, 1252 

ti 
ROM r .'.Ii. L. L. L.:!U·:JHL i ,-~-~ / 

," 
IDliJBCT: NIKOLA TESLA (Deceased) 

CONGER: :LlfG 

/ f 

0,. , 

-~stated that he had been reading a book entitled, 
11Tr/p,.~ Genius - The Life of Nik:ola Tesla 1 by John J, 

/ 

J!ei11, whom ~described as a science writer for a New 
rk: newspa"er"\])Ublisher - Ives i.ashburn), _-.noted in this 

book: that Bureau Ac:-ents went to Tesla 's room~wing his death 
on Janw;ry 7, 1943, opened /:is safe, exaTilined his papers, and 
toolr over his crsonal files, ~Said this anpeared on page 
277, stated that Tesla ~s the father of modern 

Tol-

l~ 
~;;; 
Glni1 
Hacbo ..... 
T~.,. 

Ge•n! ... ,_ 
WiMrl 
Tele, 
ltoiiO< ,._ 

powe , beinr responsible for the invention of the 
A, C. generator, motor transmission, and other electrical engineering 
.(eats, He inq•lircd (1) i.f the pcDcrs and works of Tesla were in 
ti,e pcsscssion of the Dureau, C'nc (2) if so, were they available 
for rcvi:·w in uieL• of their scientific importance, 

I told~ that the statement concern ina the Bureau's J.l'l 
talring Tesla's~ not see"' very logical but that I would fW 
check: on the matter. ~ i i," '- _ · ": · " ..- (t} 

The Bureac. 's files rejlect that shortly after the death 
of Tesla in his ~prel room in New Yorlr City on January 7, 1943, ~~ 
Sava Kosanovich{ a distant relative, and other· individuals . 
entered his room and opened the safe, examining certain mc.terials 
which he possessed, On January 8, 1943, l!r, L. Jl, C. Smith of 
the Departr.,ent advised Mr. Tamm that he was concerned about the 
possibility of enemy agents confiscating sam~ of the rrunks of _. / 
Tesla and apparently the Office of Alien Property Custodian was . ) .;-­
taking some action regarding these effects. Since the matter l.Qds' :.~ --' 
being handled b,·• the Office of Alien rroperty Custodian, the ~:oeau 
did not mai;e any inquiries into this situation. (65-4795:3,-ey 

65-47.-53 

.11""'- ((ichols 

. _\.) ~ ,r-.,\.1 

ning 
l!ilwauk:ee School of Eng~neering ~')d 

JC:CJ i c:l. ~.3 7- rA", .. . - 'f I 
·'-~ "·",.::.u-c.f. r:- ,. · V J 

iNDE\Tit ·" ,. 
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was interested in the life and works of Tesla .... stated I 
that he understocc at t~e time ~r Teslc's death the Bureau 
took his manuscripts and ex.Jerirr~ent data. .f'or national security. 
"he Bureau on April 22, 1848, advised- that the effects of 
Tesla were handled b', the Office of Al~roperty anc not by the 
FBI.(65-47953-l8) 

I called his morning and told him that it was 
the o{.r'ice of Alien Property and not the Eli uhich took over the 
effects of Tesla folloLing his death. Accordingly, I suggested 
that -.might wish to communicate with the office of 
Alie~ for fuither informat.on concerning this matter. 

The book 11Prodi:;c.l Genius - The Life of llikola Tesla" 
is not in the 3ur•au Li~rc.ry. A cony is being o~tained from 
the Librar;; of Congress. I-':; u•ill be exa,.,_i·aed to determine 
specificall'' ti:e reference mcce to the Bureau's taking these 
pa;ers. At t~at time a determination ccn be made as to what 
.furt.·, er action should be ta~:en. 

ADDE.VDC'll: LLL;mer 5-14-53 

Page 277 of the "Prodi.gal Geni.us - The Ltfe of Nt.kola Tesla, 11 

describing Tesla's death, contains the following statement; 
"Operatives from the Federal Bureau of Investigati-on came and opened 
the safe i.n his room and took the papers it contained, to ezamine 
them for a reported important secret invention of possible use 
in the war. 11 

Since this work was oublished in 1944. it is not felt 
that any particular purpose" would be served by raisi.ng an objection 
with the publishers at this time. ~ the individual who raised 
the question, has been set straigh~-therefore, no ~rther 

"'"'" '' ••<•g •••m • 0-~ 
i 
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uffice M~..!~a~;;J . UlCi!J ~. 

TO 

' '-FROM 

~ 
SUBJECT: 

:.:.rcc: :r. ?:I 

:..::.__ .... ~ :. ·- ~­
. ~ .s . .::_ :_:_... -~ ,,-' s 

I• 
Mr. G:EOR.J:O: H. SC:~, JR., 

advised tbut he rect:ived bo letters fra:n l.J',.I.Ai:>JJ"""' 

Avenue S~l'tile&st, l~in!-.e.,poli~_. -~~~sota, phot 
~ fu;-r.,shed the :ilureau &:nd Mir.nez.PO,ris. 

Mr. ·SCHl!:ilFF stated t.h&t he l'ia.s 8.Zl <.EI;oc~&,,e, 
lS14 and tLat for ~ years his .fatber had been 
l.[r. SCEEEFF saici. that he never he"-l'd of :ULC~ I. 
hea of ar.y of the ~es illE:ltione-: in .t.:])E::SJ::• S lF>ttwm 

~:.r. S~.!EP.FF stLted. that he na~ q..U te a lit 

.TES GOVERNMENT 

ir. his possession and he didn't ~"lo?: ~rhether or not tliE~t'!~~· 
S writings 
of value 

to a forei&n boverr.ment, 

_) 
-....:. .· 

--""""" ~ ... •.. ~·· 
" ..> /· -:. ..... -· ~ v ·. ~ 

Encs. <'W) c.-. ·;. 
l - nnnec._ ol is Ct;:nc;s.) -• 

·,~"" 
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ICENNETH M. SYEZEY 

•.• I t··~'"'~MATJON CONTAINED 
~~·-·_:::. !S UNCLASS}f!.EJ~ 

.It 2-.2-f'(l B~ ~ 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

163 Milton s~·~~L~··~n 
Brooklyn 22, 

June 25, 1 

Back in 1943, the local .ru.JLeo 
C?st?d~an_ s:arched t~~?g~ l!£e !>elonging~ . . _ .. _ . 
eLecorlcaL ~ven~or, N~KoLg:res~a. stored in the Manhattan 
Storage Warehouse in New lork City. Tesla had been a 
naturalized American for more than fifty years, so I 
believe that the search was made on the grounds that the 
property was to be sent to Yugoslavia. through Tesla's 
nephew and heir, Mr. Sava Kosanovic (Mr. Kosanovic had 
been Minister of State under the King's government, later 
became Ambassador to the Onited States from the present 
government, and is now a Minister serving in Belgrade). 

Accordi 
Tesla estate, Ur. hili 
Custodian assured ~ 
a letter from the Office 
15, 1955, which confirms 

to the attorney who handled the 
.itt the Alien Property 

nothing ad been held. I have 
of Alien Property, dated March 
this statement. f'l·j 

In gathering material to help in a 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla 1 s hundredth birthday 
next year---which will be participated in by leading 
scientific and engineering societies, museums, and 

I universities---I have just discovered, however, that 
Tesla 1 s solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during 
that search. 

\ 
\ 

As a friend who had known Tesla well 
during his last twenty years, I was with Jar. Kosanovi~' · 
Tesla 1 s room in the Hotel Hew Yorker on the day he die '-' 
A safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla's safe~ ng 
i+~ ~~n+~+~ -A~~ ~a~a~o1 ~~~-~-~ Aaw-aaa n __ ,"-~ -~ -v- ---~--w~ "w~w ~v•~~~- ----~~4J -9~~~~~, Q YV4~V V~ 

greetings which I had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth 
birthday, a bunch of keys, BDd the Edison Medal. We kept 
out the book of greetings (I mentioned this at the time 
to the assistant manager of the hotel and later to a Mr • 

I. ~Gorsuch of the Alien Property ·cu'stodiani s office), but 
e.verything else, including ~it ~edal and the keys, was 

....._, replaced and the safe was 1~. . QECORD£0 • 82/£f213z..-6 
~t ' •.:-?' Except when it ~ i.Jig~d ~ tihe A!!e --. 
Property Custoaian, the safe was never~ reopened en3!1fL ~ t 

'i/,, , ~~~-~..J- {3......,/ _.._ L1 v ' . (. 
'• -... ~ G 0 
t ;-.. ': j.>J.-. j.4- (.d. ~/.a·:, .,o. 

6 ~ j~·- ~.1 i955 
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arrived in Belgrade (where Tesla's property was to be 
installed in a special Tesla Museum) and was there opened 
by Mr. Kosanovic. According to his £ormer secretary, both 
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The keys 
were later £ound in a tin box outside the safe; the medal 
was never found. 

I learned of the disappearance of the medal only by 
accident. Mr. Kosanovic had asked his former secretary 
to get permission from the American Institute of Electrica: 
Engineers (who gave Tesla the Medal) to have it duplicated 
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be abou· 
four hundred dollars. In the meantime, the Tesla Museum, 
in Yugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay 
for it. 

The irony of this situation is more disturbing than 
the money involved. By giving us a system which made 
electric power universally available, Tesla---probably 
more than any other one man---helped put America on top of 
the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison 11edal 
was the only material evidence left of this country's 
appreciation. That this last token should have disappeare1 
---to have to be replaced by his materially poor countryme1 
overseas for whom he had done nothing---seems a tragic 

;: , ";, .p~o~em~nt. /.-• .. ./.;,l>'--L ~-.1:.. _ ''f'd'~. ,..J.. .£;.,, 
~~~~~J~o~~-1 Ne~r;'indhis biography o£ Tes~, states that 

; 

the FBI broke into Tesla 1 s safe on the day he died, and · 
~ articl~ in the current (June) Coronet repeats this. I 
know this isn't true. I did hear, however, that the FBI 
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during 
the latter's search in the warehouse. 

If that is so, I thought that perhaps some of your men 

I 
might remember the conditions under which the search was 
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what coul1 
have happened to the medal. After this long time, I have 
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and I am 
already trying to interest Americans in making a replacemeJ 

~
But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guess: 

' and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to 
· ,\ whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen---and wh1 

· might have been responsible. 

With best regards and sincere appreciation for any hel] 
you can give, 

Sincerely, 

~~_M,r'~ 
Kenneth ~zey 1: I 

P.S.: I am enclosing an editorial from last month's POVillR 
magazine which outlines Tesla 1 s contribution to the electri 
power industry. 

I<. • ""'- .) • 
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Strange Genius 

ASK AI'\'Y GROUP of power men to Dame those who laid 
the foundation lor today's electrical generation and 

distribution. You'll wind up with an impressive list­
Edison, Brush, ThoJI18on, Westinghouse, many others. 
But there is almost sure to be a significant omission. 

Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo· 
tor--still basic-and devised s suitable system af gen­
eration and diatribution lor applying it. To graop the 
magnitude of this coutri:bution, we must tum back to the 
1880's when the electrical era was being born, and the 
"battle of the systems" held sway. 

Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant­
current series systems. Edison's Pearl Street generating 
station had opened in 1882, oupplying incandescent lamps 
and, later, de motors on a coru.tant-potential system. Un­
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the 
advantages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But 
there was no aucceuful ac motor. 

In May, 1888, a young Yugo-Slav engineer, but lour 
years in the United States, read a paper before the Amer· 
ican lnotitute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described 
a new ac system. Its heart was the iflduction motor with 
its basic and beautiful concept of the rotating magnetic 
6.eld. The man was Niltola Tesla, the system he described 
was destined to sweep the 6.eld. 

With characteristic viJion, George Westingbouae real­
Ized the fundamental importance of the polyphaoe ac 
syolem and acquired the baoic patenta. Its firll impact on 
the general public waa at the Chicago World'e Fair of 
1893. There a 2-phase generator aupplied motors and 
lamps, and, through rotary converten and motor·gen· 
erators, a variety of de equipment. 

But it remained lor the Niagara Falls power project to 
demonstrate in the most dramatic way posaible that poly­
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when 
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes 
of the world had been on Niagara. An intemationel com­
miMion, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro· 
posals, found none acceptable. Later, j Wit five years after 
Tesla's AlEE paper, it was officially decided to uoe the 
polYPhaae oyotem. 

In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the 
fim industrial customer and in 1896 ac transmission to 
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the 
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the 
modern age of electric power had truly opened. 

For Nikola Tesla, these far·reachinl! inventions were 
but a beginning. Still to come was. brilliant work in high 
frequencies, thinkin$ basic to much of todoy'• radio art. 
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and hia 
work had begun to slip into obscurity. Why? 

A man of llashing insights and enormous brilliance, 
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his 
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure 
of new challenges. In later years, hia projects became 
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce· 
menbo more Olympian. And working alone, aa he did, 
he fonned none 9f the inotitutional tieo that help to per· 
petullttl a record of accompli.hment. 

Next year-July 10, 1956---will be the lOOth anniver­
sary of Nikola Tesla'e birth. It would be fitting for our 
engineerins eocietiee to commemorate thia occasion, to 
acknowledge our debt to thio otrange and lonely geniu• 
who ooanged our world for the better. 

-
/tJ 0 -,;l~J 7- .j 

(REPRIITED BI PEIIUSSIOI) 
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~~= e:.oc ro~v. 

·RECOGNITION FOR TESLA ". 
LargeJy thru a young American. engineer'" efforts, the I 

world today is r~cannin~he record and achievements of our 
inventive genius, Nikola' 7 esla. Of. late, even the big-time 
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas-
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard. "'(0 
' The man behind this belated recognition for the one-time \Oi'l coNi Mrt 

·Serbian immigrant bo. y who made millions but died almost a~ 1\S~\f Ei)~ 
pauper is Leland _p;'Agdc;uop head of the T esla Society, 1\.. t\• 'd 
which has headquarters at the University of Minnesota. _S -f-

Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr. 
Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in­
duced them to join in his noble work. A good.many of these 
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he 
serves them, with informatipn issuea thru his TESLIAN pub-

.lication. This is, at present, a mimeographed publication issued 
.monthly which casts new light on th~ known life and record 
of the late Dr. Tesla. 

The latest issue (March-June) informs of prog,ress plan; 
to honor Dr. Tesia even more. it also presents an account of a I 
fascinating editorial, "Strange Geniu's'', by the POWER mag-
azine ·Of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi- 1 N OEXED-59 

, torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla's polyphase syste;r~_,/o 0 ~;I.. 87 A 
described by Mr. Anderson, JIS the ·~t tremendous evebt i.,- -COAOID 
- 11 ' ' h' " NOT Rl': 
IIIJ engmeenng utory- l3S L · f 5 

E.ditorialist Louis Bowler, according to ·the TESLIAN. .JU 11 
' J 

answers the .perp exmg q slion why, in view c;f Tesla's im-
portant "CCiscoveries, he fell short of the co,npc:u~ative popularity' 
won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing; he suggests: :-It 

---
would be fitting for our engineering societies, .in commemora- BRAN 
lion of the tOOth anniversary of~ikola Tesla'a birth (July 10, ~~ ~~ 
~956), to acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely. OO:,gh Pennsyl'fS!lia 
genius who changed our world for the better.". ' ' 

This appears to be j"at what Mr. Anderson was waitirtg 
for. For now, in the same isaue of his TESLIAN, he has pre-
pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E. • Sum-/: 
merfield to isaue a T eala commemerative stamp au:• year. .! 

-'- . ; :!B~~~ .~ ~ and 

,-. -

' . 
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Ojfi~e 'Memorandu,; • uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

TO I L. y. BOA.RJ)J!AN 

ftOM ..... H. 

() 
tlfn]liC't: KIKOLA 'I'E U 

L MISCELLANEOUS 

A! L INFORMATIO~l CQ~'T,~ifl~L 
FE:~E:i~ IS UNCLASS'I);J 
r:JE 1-J-~ B~~ 

I.IIFORJIATI0./1 CONCERNING (ESPIONAG 

Jil,rbo -­ParSOI 
Rosen 
Tamm 
Sizoo 
linter 
Tt-le. 
Hollot.­
Gandy _ 

Ntkola 'I'eala, a native oJ Tugoslavta, 11a11 a faaous electrtcc 
tnuentor 11ho dted in Ne111 Tork City tn 1943 11here he had lived for aan1 
years. In attached letter to Bureau dated 6-25-55 Xenneth M. S~ezey, 
Broolr:lyn, Nni forlr:, aduiua he itt gathering aatertal to help in a 
nation-llide coaaeao~tion oj Tesla's hundredth birth anniversary in 
1956. SWezey-relates he 11os present 11hen Tesla's saje was opened by 
_ft:tends after.hh death and advises the contents roere thereafter 
"replaced anct' -then tapounded by the United States Allen Prope-rty 
Custodian. littr the saje ~s reaoued to Belgrade, Tugoslauia, to be 
Jnstalled t~ ~esla Museum. MJSSing fro& Tesla's ejjects is a gold 
Edison aedai ne had been awarded. Swezey ts seelr:tng to locate the 
medal and has been advised by the Office of ..tlien Property (OAP) that 
OAP held none oj Tesla 's propt~rty. 8roezey statea he has heard the 
FBI assisted OAP in handling Tesla's effects llhile in storage, and 
accordingly, he asks whether Bureau could asatst hta in locating the 
Edison medal. Re FBI's assistance to OA.P Sroezey aentions that in the 

!

Tesla biography ("The Prodjgal Genius 11 - 1944) by John 0 1Neill it 
was stated FBI broke into Tesla's safe the day he died (1-8-43 to 
protect contenta jroa eneay honda), ~~zey notes this same comment 
appears 'n crt1c1e "The Genius Who Walked Alone") by A.ljred H. Sinks 

" /:J'IDezey says he knorDs FBI did not do thi 
\1 Bureau did not enter into Tesla 
H ce it 11as be 

tn 0 1KeH1 1 

11•e as «u'thor data re s 
no •uch ~ata •DaiJable for pub11cati 

'· . I 

I Je ._, .• ;;, 
'"''I •• -

. .-- - :. ~ -
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Meaorandum For Mr. Boardaan 

RECOJ/J/END.ATION: 

That the attached letter be aent to Swezey aduia,ng Bureau 

ldid not participate in the handling of Teala'a affecta and that the 
matter wae handled by OAP. Therefore, Bureau unable to be of 
aaaiatance; that no action be taken relative to Sinks' coaaent tn 
"Coronet" article. 

~ 

- 2 -
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.... z.,. ..... ··~··· lA!J IUtu B·u•e•t 
... u~l,. II, ilw h+l' 

.. cr lr. s.. • .-,, 

Ti.cJrler - Ji, B~ rd 
• -Jir .j B•l•on t 
· .. k.• Boa rd11«71 - - ,- ~. ' 

rul N/INUI to f11111' letter ol Ju,')IS, 
l.S$, ••rill•• Cleol••• ••• •lleote •I f'~"•l•~••la 
.,,., 'hl'llll ••u euhlr e.,fter •'- CeoU r t•• 6/ltce 
•I ~''" l'rept,..f o•d ••t •r tUt •reoa. 

6SIICI N 1111 1110t JlCrilolp8te •• tll 
Aa•ll,•g •I lr. IW•l•'• •II••~•, .. orw ••obl• to 
••PPlr ••• ••l•~t'•• r•• reqwettel. 

JUN 3 01955 
MAllO 25 

8t1101 PWJ J fOa 1"1 1 
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August 1, 1955. 

Mr. I. Edgar iioover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
','.'ashington, D.·:;. 

Dear '-'r. Hoover: 

0 
In his book, "Prodigal Genius", The Life of ;;ikola Tesla, ;,;:r •. io! 
J Ol!·:eil says, on page 277, th<.t the F.B.I. went to Tes1a's hote: 
room, opened his steel safe and removed from it, the papers it 
contained. 

T!as there ever an;)" publication of what these papers contained? I: 
so, could yc·u ir:form me where I might obtain a copy of such 
publicatio:17 

If there was no publication of the Safe's content, af-:;er more th< 
12 ;,rears, ~·rould it be improp9r to publish them? 

If t~e~s ~:ras n.o pUblication of ths safe's content, but there vrer~ 
no particula:' S9c::ets fou."1d there in, couJ,d you inform me vrhere : 
might lea.rr. Tlhat the safe contained? 

P.11:• infor!:lation o:·. tnis matte:: ··:ill be apprecicted. 

Thru-:1-: you for :'ou:::-· trouble. 

( , '' 
' } ~· !; 5 ::0' 
; I . • . 

{iJ) 

f1) 
1!9 

' 

a·~. 
/7-

2 AUG ..M. 1955 

- . 
.-..:.-

//j 

, I 



1/J 0- :;;{ cJ:J.. 3 7- c;,y I 

6 &7» :f'79r()-g- 3 J.f •• < • ., ••• _u. li55 
' .: . ' 

• < 

. tt . """'m'J ~. ·.~ ;_ . . 

. .·· :;;; . 

l'e11r htt~r elated Jag-._. J• iw, Au 
•••~ rec•S•-'• •~d f~ rooponoo •• •••r fnq~SrM• 1 

.. 

.. ' .... 

•oulcf Uto 'h "•'•• tkt '"" ,tn.• H/lt!c.t ... . ••• •!~•••• •I •stela '-ole _... ~•• '-f• ..... d~ 
•ft•r lb ct.oil 6r tu Ofrt•• cf .U••• ""•portr altCI 
not by tllh !!ur~aa. i· 

Since~~~ did not DOI'tfcfoate fn th11 llondlfnp 
.t Mr. ~eola'a a/foct•• •• Ol'e u~able to aunply tile 
&~o~tion rou roqueotocf. 

,.,,.,.,..Jr , •• ,.., 

YJ 
I 
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1.::.... -o:::: _ _;Q[a:· noov:.:', 
Feds:t·r.l .wu:-·(aU Of I~:vcsti[~r.tio:1, 
~:.· 2. s~'l:.:: c to:·_ 

.d.• . . C:oovs:, 

. . 

Ssptsmbe~ 10., 19S5. 

1/ i./ 
C.i :::l ... -~:I to !:'1.;::" l~.tt::' to :rou .t_ucust fi::·st, this :rcz_:' - :.rour letts::: 

,~<;', ms,,-~\u:;ust 11th., :-eletivs to the matte· of the: pc:pe:-s of :.!:-. 
_,~_:ola'1'esla. 

0:1 August ::6, I ~-..:-otc: the office of t_lie:'l P~ops~t"J :::-ega~d.i:--.c this 
matte:., hldicating thnt I had :-ecsived. the ir.fo::-mF,tion .f::-om :•ou 
that it ~ras thei:>:> clepo;~tme:J.t ·.-r:'lic;, hc.d tal:s:1 the .t.esla ":·opc::-t:• 
in to custod:; - n,ot rou:-s •• 

I have a lsttc f:::-om :::-. ;;en:::-y G. ;-;11!':-::n - that Depa:'tment - File 
::umbs:- ~{G~:::: s::: el~ 01'7-:;5"3, in ·;;hich I am tole/. thc.t office 
"neve:- had custoC:·, r,o:- he.S vesteel, an:· prope~"t:• of ;;il:olE 'i'esla". 

, ( / i/"-

t)~ 
/c:C;-:).().37- 0-t'~ I 

R£COROED-12 -1 - ( 

E, ~"'I i;,l.iJ 



PH INFORMATION CONTAINED . 
HEREIN IS UNCLAS~w_d 
DATE 1-~-n B ·. 

~ ~ou •e~• odo,ood •r •r l•~•~ •I Jaguot 11 1 
1955, thto •u~eau ~• ~ot con~octed in a~v ~••pect ~ith 
~he acqufottion o~ euatod~ o/ tle o/Jecta •I li~ola reala, 
ond it ia the~e/o~e not poaofblo to /"~•••• ~ow anu 
additional in/o~aatioa. -

NOTE: 

Sfnce~elv ~ou~•, 

~·•~ ~ga~ •••••~ 
JH~octo~ 

IIi-' 
By lette~ 8-11-55, we refe~~ed to the Office of 
Alien Property, which Office was reported to haue 
aaau111ed cuatody of Tesla'a effectB aubseouent to hts dea 
(65-47953-6) . 
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RECOGNITION FOR TESLA 
(Please fiJI out this form ~nd mail to the address appe~rlnr bt~l~w.) 

THETESI.A SOCIETY 

University Statidn, Box 135 
Minneapolis 14, M~nnesota ... 

Hon. Arthur E. Summerfield 
Postmaster General', Postofficc Dept. 
Washington, D. C. 

" Dear Sir: 
~-

(date) 

(city & state) 

Nikola Tesla's contributio·ns to science, indultry, and io his adopted 
couri{ry have g;-eatly inspired engi.neering progress. His electrical sys­
tems helped create an American conomy of world pre-eminence. 

We respectfully request issuance of a 1956 commemorative stamp 
to be issued on the centennial of Testa's birth (1856-1943). 

Q "10£, 
INDEXED-5~ 

' 
"(signed) --~-------

~!?r ~tC~ .. w-A 
138 JUL 1 , IS55 

o/ •I 

AJ;IERICAN SRBOBRAN 
June 29, 1955 
Pittsburgh, Penns11~ 

I 
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June 26, 1973 

Respectfully referred to: 

Congressional Liaison 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Because of the desire of this office to be 

responsive to all inquiries and communications, 

your consideration of the attached is 

requested. Your findings and views, in 

duplicate form, along with return of the 

enclosure, will be appreciated by 

Form #2 

ST-105 
[)J"I 

"' J 

) mcmsuq· 

I -

__) 

(.6) 
(7) 

(C) 

'' 

•:C--.. 
Mr. I:I"'I'U>O'tea -. 

Mr. Corurr, -
Mr. N'r="!l _ 

Mr. £meL'., -
Mn.. ~Wcjaa-

' co 



20 J~"\.l 1973 

,,.., 
B< >J" senntor - (4f'U 
'!'ho~~h in Alaska t'3mporari:_y wo.:-Y.~'lE OJ! <'. mL:.l.t:n·:-r ~tJu-t.::·ar.rti 1 I .stil 1

. C."l115i.der Pl?f->elf~ 
,.., ~"si:iont-1 henc<> it is <.~1 ~·::m ".i,qti :~~~-:' .. J 

!)';rine _,. d.1.ys at Col3..ebe, I bnc.~:~'} illi:.(".1'0~'.vr~·i .inn i.';"~:~r.)r]~v~..~~.~ c~-r:"\l n::J;:.ic:;......._~ 

:-u~o1ai esla, P:r0ff~ssor Tesla e:;r:-.:.:-rat-:1 '(7 t -i.--; cro ·yt,•·:: in t: e J-..~r •r.:,i-··;, I 
( d 'd f l ' t • • ,_,,, ,> ~ ' ' 0 • L L f • • ' r:"'?J.l.eV"? 1 £ria. l some o 1lS rnos OI'"lb,,n~- :ca·(:O' ... ::-, .... a :-.ar•;, 1 JIJCUl.·.nr ,r•n..,J o ml.nu., 

i.n his younr;er dv.ys he was often callt~d ~- ~~~-1.'-1 st~i.•_.;:·.J.;:;t., n:·,d ;.ii(l !'lot. p-ubli3h 
f·Yt~~:lsivcly \..;hen h'P. CC...:"T\8 ":.o th'3 · ... :s. ;-bs' sf th0 -.~:-~t..:~.~~i ~'~~ .-.·.r:-....... -at·•r.ia.i. i.s in 
:l;ltrur:.nlo.t-3d C"i-ECh. Tf;:::;la t.JC..L.~r:n·1S!V"sr, ?..r: c:-:1'. -:':_~i.v': .-:u-.-. ··-:J't:·r. I~:i· t.:-1:1:_;;_::!1t t~·. 

~tra:1[:(1 that upon hi~ d~P..th .• "'n.o:-.c C·f !lis ''()t.·~~> r... ;~i_~; !•:--:~;H5C3.:"'i ~,0-~'.~-~)·j ,_ .. ~:r..:: 
-:1"" ~car~d.. ~J}.1or. di.S~"..ls~;j_:~;: ~.i-:i.s ~:ith ~ !!'1r:~ ~, -~ .;~:: info:-:~e! L-ila~. nll of ~:r. Tcs:a's 
rntr.-:J \.."0!"-2 c~nfiscated b·: t.ne F?-I. :r: c::..nr:'lt :.'Jne-~i·;': r:m·: tt.c~;~ r.o~ .. DS on ph~ .. ·sic:J 
;ni r:J.r..~'7.ri_city car. }_ ..... .:_-.:: v.u;;( n."'1J.s..r:t:::cr thr: n ... .!-':.it•J1al safctJ. It .seP~Z 7..11::!.t :·:r. 
:~'JTl€':' i:r: i1is zt:.a.l, t,[~:: cJn.:~~.s~.!ated. ::1ate1...: :J.J. ~.,[ros~ 0~Uy si:! 'h2~> a .cadlcel np~-roac\1 

:.1 sci-enco. Th~r~ :;.s ir.-:1icatioa t::at 1:ru.r~· "l.-:0iess~r ~e~':o' s la"t.er w("'~~~ c-:-:1cr-·::-•1Cd 
~. vr:.-r~. :.·.eve} ap;-t·oact· t,~ ti~·.c~ t:;GJ:-y., :;~o·:lJ.::sJ tc: :..oaJ, it !las been rn.d:i.C.J.l a~1p1 ~ar.hns 

tc-: "J!--."p.:-,:!..~S t:rat have c•een ou!· g::..·ca.t"2st sci!.·.tl-ifL.:.- n·-i··an=c3 ir JT."Jd~rn tir.ms, 

I wr..~ ~ond~;oing if' yo~.;!" offico r.d~ht be nf-1·""! to det~~rm.in~ if th~~o papers are 
3t1.11 extant, and if so, see to Jt that th·J public ha~ a.cces:o to them• It would 
bE' a sh?.M" tn see all of Nicolai. Teslc.s 1<orJ;: to hr?.v<o boen in vain. 

'?1-}a'Je ex.cune mJ" typi:--;;: in all ths th~usa..:~·i) of iJords 1 type~ tryinr, to ret a 
li.:Je!"al -:'duca'tion1 I r.evr·r did master ti1~ t~:r;~2··1ri t9r • 

. • 

i (JO 

IEHCtCSUR~ 
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ST-105 

Honorable 
u.U Ud Sta tea SeDate 
WaabiDgton, D. C. 20510 

near Senator 

' ' 

July 5, 1973 

• 

ackDowledge r.ceipt ol your COiii"cmleatioll 
a letter from your constituent, 

wbo h t:.eaporarily e.ployed in u .. b.~ 

Zn ruponae to --. inqltiry, oeatral files - '/( 
cf the P'c<!eral Bureau of ~ indicate that the 
effects of 9r. NiY.ola Tesla were ~unded after his death 
by the Office of Alien Property of ~1e Department of Justice 
and not by the FBI. Since - did 110t participate in ~e 
llandli.ng of Dr. 'l'esla '• bel011qinqa, I 811 111\ahle to furniah 
the lnfo~tion you desire. 

% am returning your encl~llre as you requeated. 

Sincerely JOUr•• 

' .... kels)l.a\1! __ I l 
:::o ' 

' 
Willialll D • ., .. c: 
Willia~ D. ~kelahaua 

Acting Director 
"") 

bcloaure 
I 
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l ~- . 
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~- _Slre_~.-~:~::::-~:~~<:~-:-~.;~~-/:i~-~:~,~~~;:/:.~: ~7i!;~. ~~:~~'firu:tJ~ 

'•: ~1ke1~::. -:_ :£1.f~~1+;£r~~;(~~~~~~f\~ii·:::~:.::-
the •rtstnat ln-.enter~f' racU•• ant lftin•r•te~;t~l' ·c~eY£-.~ - · 

.. c - -:.." . - . ... . . .• • . ., • - . i' . -. 
eJ18ratlY .. •f the J'.B.l. e(ilent!d 'ble eaf'e and naeyecftal. ,..U. 

·.- - ·-·. . -~-.~-~-~ :·-' -~ . ---- ·-_-_ ~- ·---- .. ·.-; _- ·.:.·-----..:--. •·;~_-_: ~:· . .:...,.._;.:::. -~-~---~--- __ . 

en 7 J.nuary 1943, -~~h~ a~ ... ~·ure:!~J.!:';:~~~~-·:!~~!.~at;t ._ 
recerde ef hll ntldsaYI ·been .lezed and Mlcl b.1 eui i..;;lo~-: .:. . . ,: .. 

• ~- ," ' -·~----~-:--· ···:.·' A'• ~ ... "' •:,' .<:···:. --~:.~.; • ',.-:::~_;_~_.:.:.~:-:j:..":'t~f.'.::;~c..~-~-:-~--.·-:_l·; • .. 
aent alnee hie death• I -14d Uu t• knw lillY, and al1e te be 

;, . ' . 
--- · ... 

lnfereed u t• Jdla wu, end 11 rea,.natbte ·rer k"Pina tbe tld - -- . '-- . . . ' _, . J. 
.. .... ' - - -,. ..... _; ' . '• . 

en thea• recerda. I ..Uld alae 1.1ke.te kn.W vh~ ~are aev. 
:'_ ,.. ~. -~' '. ~. ~ ~-:.~-~ :--· . .;.: .:~~ -.. .:... ~--~~- -~~ ~~- . --~;--~-.... . ::-_ ..... •• 

'I de be,. yeu en.)ey • seed latl!b .... die aJNiftd~ nate.lty 
> •. • r "\" .... > . • . • .·• - . '-"j.' • -

e! eucha request aa tbla. but lt lea_ rather etranse altuacl.u 

te exist ln a ceuntry Uke thll, .that a aan ef aucb senlUII ~ · 
.•· 

achlnaent eeuld be ayat ... tl .. lly eut eut er'.-btete;y beeki. ·. 
. . . . . ... ··-'F·.~ .· .:_ ·.-:·_. ··->_·- ~-- .. ·.i.'~ ._ ~' • .-.;:·~~-·->·:_'--: 

.nd that the facta_-·~~ hil: ~~ ~u~~ -~ ~~~l~ ~~: ~ 

·-

degree they haYe bean.-I vteh te abtaln ..... ate all tbeee •ld 

:::.:·~--:-J::=:.f~~!;~~;; 
and any uateten- ~- ~7 ~ t• ~J~_,;/~ · . . . .. . _ , 

.... :-: :: __ .·_.: .---~--t ..... '· ·;-:~i~~:_",,·.-· ~-- .. __ .·:.:-····_'_~---.:. .. -. ' ·_- ___ ·. 
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Auoc.Dir. _ 

Admin. __ 

Camp. Sy1t. _ 

File• & Com._ 
G•n.lnv, __ , ...... __ 
ln1pection _ 
Intel!. __ 

Laboratory _ 

Plan. & Evol. _ 

Spec. lnv. _ 
Training __ 

Leg of Coun. _ 

Cong. Serv, _ 

Con, & Crm. 
Re1eorr.h _ 

Preu Off. __ 

Telephone Rm. _ 

Director Sec'y _ 

, . , 
I 

'f 
Your letter was received on July l&tfl. In 

response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla 

were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien 

Property of the Department of Justice and not by the PBI. 

Since we diu not particiFate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 

belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you 

desire. A copy of your communication and of this reply have 

been referred to the Department of Justice. 

· 'L l '' 1973 

Sincerely yours, 
.C. M. KeUe:t 
~-

~------~Fa~~--~ Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (Bufile 100-22~ 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, anc 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects 
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell intc 
unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil 
alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating property. Bufiles c'learly indicate that it was 
the Office of Property of the Department which did so, and 
the above forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy 
of letter to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Divisio 
of . ) 

TELETYPE UNIT c::J 

(6) 
(7) 
(!-') 

I 

so 



··---. i ' -.. 
ply the<~~ -~_.1·~~-~"~~;;:;~;:~~~~r -~~·:-" __ ·' --· 
O.A.?.a ~eneral. JUt ln t:he a~f'•''p~ ;~~~~~~;~~ 

• -- ~~-·-:~. - ~,:-: •• 
4_-~-~ :_-~--~,,:; •• ;,;;:..;...~--:~ ... -~---·~~--t·"'.;i:b.:~----;: ::- . "/~~:':.:·~-~~: 

·· .the beet ef ay 1me111ed8e1 lt Y.S agel\~··~ ~ . . ,.,, · 
fact break. t~u hie ·~· ·-~i~ -~ ~ter -~ :4fttti,' iii'~'". , 

- - . . -_- _· - .. _ .... " ... - .. , .. ~- . . . ~ -~-·;··-:: . -. y !"' .·:. :Y~: ~~=~-e~ -~i~ ~ ~-~ -. ~ 
rneve the ,.per•. therel.D •. ftev •. ln •• 'f_ar ~-~ -~ .~ .• .,....._~ . 

• . . . ::::-~~ •· --~-~-:-~~---.. ~- ;· .. : . ·' ;,- .-.- .... ):k1.~ .. ~::- ~---;~~ ... ~~-!·:-;~ :-.. ... ~:.. "":'~~~~-1":..:.':".- .- . 

cennected. I wtah te unde~t.and _tha~ ·:e,neiu::o' .. 't 4\e ••r~:~t:-·';.. ·<'· 
• . - ·-·· ~-:-.. • •• - ' ,_. • • ~ ' - ::. -. '"'' - ••.•• "'·:;'" __ ·'1{' __ ~-.:: - •• - ... -. :. ~?-~"":':' ' 

yeur refertns ay cnmuulcatlen te the a,reprlate ·;en.na·'tit'·f··'·· · 

:~ .. .::=::::::".:::--~~-=~:: ~ 
•• - -- ""·. • .•:,~ < • • •• _-... • • -,~ r • · ' :-.~.;' • • ·~- /1 '·•1--•_•,:. '\11,-l;::;,~ ·• ~- .~ 

int•. I aa .uri•ue u t• wile asked the lureau te ,.rfen~ euc:b an 

acto vhe~her 1~ vu .: '~~~~~;·1.t~~!'~i~!~~:~t~~~._~,~~+' . · 
: - ~-. • ' • ·,. "" •. .,<·· .• • _: :":. •. • ·,~ ~ •' ,: _ :_,', 'r"-.~7'1!~~-:'lff-;;-.:;· ... · '• 

greunda they were earrlecl eut. and te .m- they wr. _z.waperu~lble •. :·., 
........ , .-- . ~- :.:. -._1#' •. _-:,_ .-.-._ .• ,·".•- ._.--r~.>- . .rc~·· ······:- -~~.: .. ·. ,-.-.-, ... · 

Abe. te what peraen W.re the .. rletnecl f&..en\teil.encsf)M;, · ·.·. _ 
· .-· · -- .. ~ .. ; - · ~ ,___ ·: ... _.-~_:·-:.·._·:-- .-;.'\~----~;-_ ... -... ~ .. --~lfr:-~---"~--~~'-,&--;.:~-~~-r,:~,;~~t_.r::~-;~-.-~:::--::~---.-. 

ef the _agente innl.nd ·wuld 1le a,rHlatecl.·~ ~··wtiat:' iia.;~ecl ·· _.,,·· . 
. _ ' -,- •. . - • • • • •• <.-"_•.. . - . - . ~- • ., ---- -1 _;.,.. ••• .# • ., ~ _ .. i' .• 

' te an_y ethe~·.rr .. t_l ~f hi~~ hat,:.-· . ' """ 
' :-. .-:::_.' . -.. _ ~-. ,.l·/~~---:·~- .:_:··">·-·--.-~ .. >-i-_·'~·:. ~-:~·:..-:).·;;· .• ~,··-~ . - ~-; 

. anawered ~ the o.-..P. 1 lt .fureau q1srit:. ........ ~. •• ~_ 
- -· •. ~ '".-·:- 1 _~-~· >.;.,_..:.-~-~""t ..... ;.~··.·-~;;<-~ {. 4<~·-c---.lt\}~ ..;.·· ">-ik,:.tl~f11,:"~~~~ 

th8y a.;; ~• c~.n8_1.e · · ., • ~--• 
~ .... - -~i -"'~-. :~ .. _r;!': .. - - . .' 

I 



~---·----

'!'""- . ,- -

eurl•ua .. bat: U'_;lnl1et..S iitrollliti!J!iiJ:• 
. . . ' - -- -~ ; - .... - ~--- --~o..~;~,-:,.:;:~-:.· ... .;- .~, ---- . .~~- ~"'"": _. -:-- --.... '?:--: • - ' ~ ' '' .. :..: ·"~ _/ ... _: . ~-""'· .· . 
it t .. u .. U,f~~ .!'JI'-t ~.4 .let:·..ef J:.~~P~-~••!ltU:'~••.·,~··.·: ·.' 
hl.lltde.. ,;,;N ~t ~ .. i~ ~•i~~~i;·t;:~:tl.iit4~it~~,-~.;-:: -~· 

· .. j ... - --··.t_:;.r:~ ,_;-;.:~.:-,_','·.- __ -:.-: ;:,~::-::~_;-:.·~-- .. :-·.· __ .fa.:;,-~-~- -~---._:.:---; __ "-4~-~J,..:.t;-~'!'~~-:)..~J-~._' T -::.. 

•f their ·~ elMtri.~ ·~-~•lesleat ... 1• ~---~~iatt,r;'!:~ ·j~"*~ 
- . .-· .... ~·. :·· •y:....:".- ~""-:.;.::.:.-":.'..t ', .. ': ... ·-;_--~.-~-· -~-•A:· .. ·b- ... 1:':.~~::_,_.:::~{--~.I~-;;..Y.~..:.r~-1..·-~; .• ,_.:.:;~<; --:--· · 

at the u,enae et imsU8.aable.1Mmetlt8 t:• t:e ~u•ani'i:t.-a~:a··'" ·~-- · 
. ·.· · -· · . ' · _ - ~ . -. - ;, ~::· <. ":'" -:;._;;_--·. ·; ·.;:;:>.:t.c·#~:-,Z~:-"_;-~-~ ... 

llh•l•. a- -utd :r-u Uu t• be a~l• te ~ .. !Dll~lted _....,,1,. ,: -~~ .. 
- .}" -·- . '· . -~-· ~- .J'. __ .· :· .. .·:·;.~:;.~;-r- ..... ·,::-:·~._,-~;-,-_;i_;::-;.·-··' 

eut •f the atr t• rutl eay • i.lghtba.J!.!i wt.th OB vt ... ~T 110 CIA '·" . : 
- .. ' -- -.. ·.. . . .• . . . '. ·. "5--.- .~~ ,.. ,.,.~: ... ·~~:::~;~:·-:-;j;;-·~.-:_;~· !<'>..;;-,:. :. -. :-

it, 11nd ~ -N. lly a1D .. re t~ f'er ,.ur theusht· .ad:;,'\~,....,··";~., · 

attentl.ena te thue aattera. · ' . <:;.~·,·,:. .. ~-·; .. ;:;c;~~(:~~~=~~~::,,· .. 
~~_..... '-· -· - f~::.; .... _ ,:-- ,,...,_.;..-~-:~ -.. 

. -; . ~ ·~-.;·· . ';.:·'. ~ 

"'·· . -. ''.?-'··~ r. 

'"., "'I· 
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~tt .. \Q~ 

Assoc. Dir, _ 

Ant. Oir.: 
A-.in. __ 

Camp. Syu. _ 
filoa & Com._ 

Gen.lllv._ 
lolent. __ 

lnapaction _ 
lntell. __ 

Laboratory_ 

Pion. & (vaL _ 

Spec.lnv.­

Training_ 

Legal Coun. _ 

Cof'lg. Sorv. _ 
Carr. & Crm, 

Rnaorch _ \ 

ProuOff,_ • 

Tolophono Rm. _ if 

·.:! r~F'1R~;1ATION CONTAINED 
I';CE!>liS UNCLA~,# 
DATE 2-34o B 

tllP 
Your letter, wblch was received on hly 30th. has 

been reviewed and I would like to point oat that FBI Apnts were 
DOt Involved In removal ol papers from the safe of Dr. Nlkola 
Tesla, DOr did we at any Ume have eustoc:ty of b1a property. 

I reallze there have been some written a.ceoiDlts 
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla's belongings; bowever, these 
accounts are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso­
lutely DOt responsible and there was no impersonation ln1'0lved. 

Sincerely yours, 

C._M. KelleY. 

Clarence M. Eelley 
Director 

NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects 
of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Allen Property had 
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his 
communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate 
clearly that after Dr. Tesla's death some relatives opened the safe in his 
hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of 
Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions ; 
that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmuc 
as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla's effects, the 
Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter. 

I 
Director Sac'y _ MA!L ~·:"-

~~ t' : :~ i : 'J 1 
.. ! .... ·~ 
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June 9, 1975 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
u.s. Department of Justice 
Washington 20535 

Sirs: 

We recently contacted the San Francisco ~31 
office and a review of their files revealed , 
information concerning the scientist Nikol~esla 
or his papers which we understand to have ~~en 
i r:mounded. 

If you could make a thorough investigation---­
of all files and materials available to you, we 
would greatly appreciate the correspondence of 
any information that might be discovered. 

Thank you, 

' 



I 
I 

~·rill IICbowle&;e J"'Ur letter of JuDe 9th. 

In rupcli1M to :raur iDquiry. the pepera of 
Pr. •nota ~ v.n '""''a ur!led, after hU death. ~ t:M 
Office of Allen ~ of ~ II pat• t of ~ 

aiBcenlJ' ,aura. 

~41. lielleM 

ClanDce .... , ley· 
Dinctor 

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a 
world famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his 
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by 
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons. 
Since Tesla's death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous 

...... "''· _ inquiries about the disposition of his technical papers. 
•·• ..... - The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries • 

• ~::·.~~'"·- B~tain no information identifiable with requesters. 

~::;" ,, ... - --f) (h) 
~:,·.:~·~~·-~~ H 
G•n lnv ____. ~~~ 
lden'- __ P.;A:LEU 
lnlpiiCiton _ 

'"'·" __ Ji.JL 7 1875 
Laboratory _ 

Pion. & Evol. _ 

Spet. lnv. _ '· 

""'"'il-

Rm. / 
1 I 



Mr. Clarence Xell~y 
Dlrec::tor 
F,B,I. 
Waih1ngton, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 

13 November 1975 

In reply to the letter of 10 November fro• your ottl•e: 

I reetate that I wae not aek1n~ abo~~ the existence or 
. non-existence or any 1nveat1gat1v• information on Nlkpla_ 

r:._Tula, ~t on h11 hehnlcal paper• aelut on 11.11 teath 
- 1n 1943 and reportea in the paper• et that time, 

The reaaen given 1n the reply frem your off1ee, the 
aecond para~raph, ae to why I eannet get any inter.­
ation en Teela 1 e ~·~era aakee ne aenee 1n 1teelt •~ 
1n reply to my inquiry. The thtt( paragraph atatlng 
the aonditione ~der which a aearch will be made 
ie a clear bureaucratie eircumvent1on or the Freedom 
of Information Act and an excuse on the part of the 
1nd1 v1 dn-'11 1 hRnit1 i l"''a mv T"•nn•Q+. ~,.. ... ~"1 """" .,.. .. w"""\r .....,.,_ ----- • ----- ---•·---....,.C; -J • ""'"'1 ... '-' • ... :.., A_,. a --·-e ~&.J nW.A. A """"' 

yond the drafting of a letter. '11'111 1t be the decision 
of your office to let the situation atand like thia? 

As I stated in my first letter, I •m following up the 
Tezla data fer a magazine art1ele. I am tempted to Dave 
your reply ot the lOth printed and run nationally ae 
an example of bow bureaucratic manoearing ie uaed ~o 
~et around the FOIA. Does the bureau need more of thil 
type of publicity? 

It ia d1eheartening to eee an agency entrusted to uphold 
the law ualng ita reeources to motk tbe law. 

_,... 
, I') 

' ' 

; 
' 

' ' 
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~ 

Asnc.Oi•·­

D•P· AD A.olm.­

D.p. AD,.,.,.-

Admin. __ 

Comp. Syst. _ 

E•t. Alloi•• _ 

.a. her 21, 1J75 

. I' l"JOW.1ATION CONTAINED 
, -::.. •:rl IS UNCLA~S1 FI 0 
DATE ~-.J-fcj BJ4t~~'H:C-' 

'lbi• will achowledge receipt ef :roar lettar 
W tM aar .. a OD IIOY-ber Ut:b. alb 

Ia reapoue to :roar 1Bpizy. tba pepva ef 
Dr. Miltola tw•la were illpounded, after hia death, by 
the Office of Alien Property of tbe Depart.ent of 
Juatice. 

C.M.~ 
c~ •· Kell.y 

Director 

1 - ~e Deputy Attorney General - BDclo•ure 
Attantiona Susan M. Bau•er 

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was 
a World famous electrical inventor, and at the time 
of his death his personal papers and effects were 
impounded by Office of Alien Property for National 
Security reasons. Since Tesla's death in 1943 the 
Bureau has received numerous inquiries about the 
disposition of his technical papers. The above 
reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 

I 
TELETYPE UNIT c:J GpO: 1975 0 • ~U-IIlH 
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1 RllUTIN'G AHD .. TRANWrTAL SLIP ...... 

TO (Nftle, oflice •rmbol or location) 

Alan McCreight 
Rm. 5435 JEH 

IHI TIAL.S CIIICUI..A'Yl: 

.... COOIIDINATIOM 

Oiii.TII: IN,.OII""'AT!ON 

ll"ITIAL.S NOTII: AND 
IU.lUIIN 

Do\TE '"UI COM 
YII:IIS"TION 

Ull TIAL.S S££ ""II: 

REMARKS 

FOIA 

Do NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, 
disapprovals, clearances, and similar actions 

ame, olfic~ •rmbol or loa~tion) OATil: 

10/21/75 
Susan M. Hauser 

OPTIONAL FORM 41 
AUGUST U&7 
GSA I""PMR ( AtCFRJ 100 ·11.20& 

.ti-M--eiiN-1 

'"HONE 

2145 

••• .SCUI-101 
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17 October 1975 

Freedom of Information Act Res~est 

Deputy Attorney General 
u.s. Depcrtment of Justice 
Washington, D.c. 20535 

Gentlemen: 

I am writing an article for a magazine on early twentieth 
century inventor~cnd want to obtain information on some 

~:~:~!! i~f l:!~:la • A'??-th~~ W

1

eri sr:;~ :rz;/the FBI on his 

Tesla invented a number of ele~cal devices and because 
of the war and because Tes!a was born a ~~goslavian national, 
it was probably considered a measure of preventitive safety 
to hold in safekeeping papers that might have any bearing on 
national security. 

I would like to find out: 1) if the FBI still has the papers: 
2) if they do have the papers, what must be done to see them: 
3) if they do not have the papers, who does have them or what 
happened to them? 

iOO -~;).37- ~ 9 
I would be very grateful for your help with this. __ .., . , 

~fc~ {;~/tl~:___;~? -tjrtl 
- ' 
f' 1'. I '-- ' J\..---''4.--' -_, 

~ /\ 

! .· 
•' ' '-. _. 241975 
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j.·. '- I RiCOGNITION fOR 'fESlA--_ ' 
J · ~ ·· A~ loJtg la11t Serbian-American and ·Caaacn;an--bt 

acted to honor the memory and achievements of one of 

; 

\ 

' liia 'a greateit sons. · 
F JN'J the. JI'OI'ld-wide centennial celebration of . 

Nilw~eala;. bmh neXt year, Serbs on this ContineDt 
- • - - - ,. •• • - • 11 ., - - 11 

phm to-eftle:l a bust statue ot the elec:tneal gemua to atana 
J.efore. the entrance. of the Monutery at Libertyville, W. ' 

- Steps lqpking towards tha11 end were takn at the reeent 

l~~~~;~~2~~::e~~i~1~U:1 
monument, by Serbians, would fo..,.,er nmUDd other Serbs 
of the honor and glory of Dr. Nikola Tesla .. ...-•. Anll-i>a:t he 

1

. 

-was a SJ:RB!AN, son of a SERBIAN ORTHOOOK de.";Y­
man, born in the SERBIAN SELOof Smiljan in·.Uka. · 

Further, His Grace urged that the IIJillertak.ing be a joint 
one and' representative of ALL the Serbian C.gaifati~n · 
the United States and Canada~ He naturally looloed ~the SJJF l 
for leadership, and the greatest monetary ~ntribut.ion. Butl.e 

1

: 

also besought the help of the Serbian Nat'l Defense and fhe 
.}edinstvo beneficial society. · 

The Convention voted $1000 for the project and a 
hand collection waa n unonc tl.e. .we.ratea..-d 
fnesls, kmsmen Milo •' on· evidt of Juliet; Ill., .priq 
$200. It is proba,l; e at the of the . .-dec~ $3oojV"I 
wiJ! ~-. ~~ tm:';t ~blic good;~ ~· --.4 ~ . 
can gnu or tne otner tWO orgamzauona men~nea.i. . I 

And after a suitable bust has been erected for•Dr.. esla, 
Bishop Nicolai suggest imil~r-like monument ho or the 
memory of Dr. Mi · upin, also a world-renowned sc{entist, 
IIUthor and eaucator. · i 

This is a tmbject near and dear to all good Serbian heartsi 

.· .. -~-~ ........ ·--- .................... . __ .,._ .......... ~----- -· 

-

. ' 

'. • i' 

iNDEXED- 36 

•AMERICAN SRBOBRAN" 
Seotember 28. 1955 
PittsbUrgh, Pa •. --

_ .. - _.;.. ) ) -



' 

· 1 t••':nDUI\Tln•t CONTAINED 
- ~, ·~~ 

-- ·_':: ~~.3~~ r-''_ ~ 

i2000riPUBLiC")\IDLS~G~. , .. 1 

PITTSBURGH, PA. - The Serb sary monies >and complete. the l!«b.t In .It IIJ!d the -h :!:d 
J>lat'l Federation Executive Board 11roject in time 'for the world· Nortb esposure wu ..u.tnc. 

· acted quickly to implement a wide Ceatenn1a.11 ~elebratlon fO'I' : " 'At the aUuestion .of Mr. Testa, 
onvention decision to honor the ·the ~reDia nes:t tear. 1 

1. cluster of powerful incandescent. 
JMJIIII))'Y of the illustrious Dr. Nik- ·-Spearheading. t~c movement for was put up in the comer ot the 
~Ia. recQgnition, espicially a~ on f 1partment and the rays, filtered 

At 11>1 first meetlo~ of Octo- American elements, is the ESLA thru blue glass, were just the right 
ber 8, the Boa~d drafted \1 resolu- SO<;:~TY. fou~ed by s ;.,ntist- 1uality. The portrait .. _ .. _ shown 
tlon eallinr Oh ,all SNF memben engineer Leland nderson, fimat- under the same illumination. 
and cood SetrblaD'S to help fi- ical admirer of i e laic Dr. Nikola At llase f•llttiU _J ' 

DaDce a memorial project 111' the Tesla. " 'Mr. Tesla, haviDJ Jtlved me. 
late seJentJst-inventor l'enius. Mr. Anderson right now is con· probl~m of the artifical taft. fell to 

This would stand be''ore the dueling a search for a famous por- thinking about ·other partl of the 
entrance of the M·:nrastery ln trait of the Serbian elect'rical wiz· universe, and there be saf oblivious 
Li~tyville, tl.L 

1 

ard done at the tur:1 of the century to his surroundings. 
C t of the contemplated project, in New York. " 'The painter wu a'ble to pr~ 

wh' would elarion to the world S k Mtss.i p t 't · duce 'a likeness in whleh there 
that r. Tesla was a Serbian, is ee ;- nr: or raJ no evidence that the mbjeet 1t 
estimated at $3000. The Convention In his current TESLAIAN nub- •oosclous that anybeo1y w 
voted $1000 to the cause and a hand J.:.~ation, M.r. __ Andt_rson revealed the watcbfD~t ldm~ mach le!'J .tady~ 
eollection among 122 delellates work, by Princess Vi'lma Lwoff- lnt bis features fi'DIIl the other 

more. . Reviewing developments, Mr. " 1Among those who attended the 
..)"ielded several ~dred d-ollars 

1 

Parleghy, is misslng. _ side of the eaH~1. 

! Kinsman ~pos . Kc::mjevich of Anderso·n wrote: . reef.?-ption were Mrs. C .. B. Alex-
Joliet. Ill, gave $20 . "On March 1, 1816, the Prmcess ander. Henry P .. Dav110n. the 

l gave a reception 1!"' her new studio Countless de Rittenburg and Mrs. 
. Public Aid Sourht In New York esoeoiallv to exhibit E. T. bbam.' " · , . / 

Balance of the needed sum is now her latest protrait of N:.lmla Tesla. After the Princess died. in 192~ 
J-belng sou~ht thru good-will offer- An article In the N"W YORK I her studio and an objeeta of art: I 
ings of the general Serbian popu- TIM'ES f("lr March 2. llllfl. 1dated- wac;: 1-~old r.t auction. : 
Ieee in the United States and Can-! " 'It was one of the beliefs elf The Telaa II"Jrfrait. _ . .s•xtR 
a I Mr. Tesla .that tberr was some~ ~hes, appearetl 011: tll.f' eG'rer of 

fund, similar to tb.e one 'be-~ thtnc UDia~kv 'about pocoinE" for a TIME ln''lrat:lrtlli·. (Jo1y 11_. 'll 
· eoadaeted to helo ,fefray nlcture aacl he n.ver .-.at Ito anv an~ In the JI!LJi:I'!TJICAIO l(. · 

eJ:llemeB on Sba4elaild, , loeh .. ~..;"~~the stn~io ttl PFRIMF-NTP'.B qan~ tl, 
"'bM•(~blished. 1 the hin. • "' ntt1 whi:-•h she Mit'. Andemen •Y!- ,tl'·, _ 

It fa hoped to raise the nece's- · J-.,.d chooen did not hne a 5kY· ·Its loeatloa b aot iiw, laon. 

\NDDT) -14 /~()- ~~37-~ 
I~._.,; r·,";· ~.-::- .. 

r'~ •• -·~·· --

12~ :.~-v 4 1~5!:: AMERICAN SRBOBRAN 
October 26, 1955 
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Cadiz, 0., Serb Gives $100 
For Bust Image of Inventor 
To Be ~laced at Monastery 

PitbburJb, PL-Half of th~3000 fund pi for a statue/ 
mi.morial of the late Dr. Nikola'1'eala hae been realized, th. e 
S F announced today. 

In fad. total cootrib..ttiona COUDted ., far -e to 
$1580. . . 

The Fund i1 an outgrowth of a plea by Bi.hop Nicolai 
for Serbiana to do honor for the 
memory of the noted electrical lolotoriomr, ........ .,;i r • a, 
wizard durina the world-wide' .a..tiota, etc., -L! aat 1M 
Centennial celebration phlnned 

1 

iiualed, Billlop NicoW l;rn ... 
for the geniuo next year. Be that u it may, the SNF a 

•- ...__ -'- ~ th •-- coal ia to amau the needed mon· 
"' ...., .... e ,.. e P-• ' · · d ded' 

9
oiced at the reoeDI ?th CoD· tea 1n tune ~o erect an reate 

..,..ti_ at Niapra Falla, Can- the m~onal bef~rc the T•la 
_.. th d 1 •- __ .. .Centenmal celebrabon enda. -a. e e ..,.._ appro""' a I 
$1000 lift 110111 die SNF . ...d Donon atu:l the '&IIIOW>ta of 
decided to raiae, b, jnablic , their donation• are .,. followo: 
ar-t, the bldance of $2000. i SNF $ 1000.00 

A hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjevich 200.00 
I 22 grua-roota leaden of the So· I' . " 'J:oclor Dr.,;dl · . U.OO 
-~ MiNd another $450. 1'loen, · " Petar Borovicb 25.00 
•• fint meeti"• Oetot>er s. the SNF C..-1 K.ltwiie· •·· -'JIJ.(!O 
n y-eleeteci" Executive. Board of, Delegate N. lt.,.&nci-rioh jo.OO 
the SNF appealed to. the mern·. · " Muim }akovac 20.00 

I 

: bersbip at large to fulfill the bal-~i " llija .JaniiUI!n 20.00 
~anee required. . . 04 " Lou Balta 10.00 

l r.nt Coaltribation'$tOO :: .Jo_v•n V~crtloh . IO.oo/ 
. , · Mil•n KaJpncnlloh ii).OO 

A acant 24 boun after tin ap· " Stevan R.....Ua . -10.00 
peal wu published in the Society' a •• BOII(dan DoNWrlir _: .f-00 

1 A ··srbobran' organ Jut Wednea-, •• Milan T""'i"' · -5.00 
:.1: day, Sime Zelieh of Cadiz. 0.,! " Toclor VuieiclJ S.OO 

•ave $100. · • . f •• Diuro Lulde'll · ~.00 
The propoaed memorial, a' •• _ C. St'oiavlferiL\h · .$.00 

· otatue image. would be placed be-' · " R. Vukadinovkl> · S.Oo 
jfore the ..trance of the St. Savall •• Janko Mrmldt. 5.00 
1·/Seibian Monutery in Ubertyville, ·" Petar Ma,.....;ch 5.00 
10. • " Mirlto Baranin · .S.OO bb 



1tion at Niqwa F.U., C.. c.-...~:;...1-:~j~~ ..,da. 
•• the delept. appro; .. a f . . . . . : l 
000 lifl froaa tba I""_. I Ooaen d thai ·•¢ -" -?. 
cicled to ...... • .... , tMit donat. • ..-. aN •• J,aGW« < 
tat, tba beleM4 of $2006. . :sNF . ' ' •· ,. <··J'1800At . '. 
, hand collection amoq 1M Dilepto M. K~ 1 21Mf.~-. 
&raaa-rooto loadeut t ~-a:.~'- " Todor ~ •: · · it. .. -

~ raioed-'- ...... ..;.._He~ ~~~J"~~·i!f- --~ 
fint 11,.,eliet ~ttr: !, lhttna!l .__~~ ··, ~ 

j y-elected Esecutive. Board of Delee•*-- K !l~ · . , 
SNF appealed _to_lhe,-t : ~- ~ak-; .08 , l 

ship •. •_large to. fulfill th~bal- . .. Ill,. JanJaila.· .. "_>-: i __ 20.0.· w· 
e requ~red. , . . . . . Lena Balta. · · . · •: ti.Oit 

. . •• I OVIID v utcnlbh I 0. 00 ; 
F"ll'lt Ccdril>atioa $100 , , •1 Mnan Kai~ 10.00 . • 

'\ acant 24 boun aftet ttR ap- " Steyq Rorwll•, · 10.00 ~ 
t1 wu publi.hed in th~ Society•• .. Bos.:daD D........ 5.00 J 
-bobran" organ Jut Wedn,... " Milan Tomiel\' · S.OO 
I Sime Zelich of Cadiz. o .. l .. Todor Vuicie\ 5.0()-. 
-~ $100. , [ " Ojuro Lukieh · ~.00 
!he propooed memorial, al " . C. Stoioavljevid · S.OO 
tue image. would be placed be- f " R. Vukadinovkll 5.00 
e the entrance of the St. Sava Janko Mrmicb • 5.00 
:bian Monaotery in Libertyville, Petar Mora•ieh 5-00 

" Mirko Bonnin S.OO 
''There fl would proclaim to 

·na of tboaundo of Serbian 
oiton annuallv that 'Nfl.ola 
esla wu cW Serhi.., imml-t 
oek and IOD of A !lforhian 
rthodoll cl~," Biobop 
icolai declared. 

" Stanko J elich 5. 00 

- * * * JOrof. Anthonv Tomovicb 
(Edmonton,, Alberta, 
Can.) 

,Tetll Andia Mamula 
· I Pittsbur~~rh) 

10.00 

5.00 
For half a century and more, Martha Mamula Bjeloah 
' general American public hao IPittobur,.h) 10.00 • 
en mioled anent th~ nationality ~im~ Zelich (Cadiz, 0.) 100.0·, 

1 the man who foretold the com· M'linko Alexich, war invalid 

: of atomic energy power. 1' (Omaha. Nebr.) 
.Onlv recently, a nrominent 

\Jnerican mqazine lilted him, Total S I.' 
..:orrectly, u of Croatian ------
lock. The mistllke wu aubae-

• uentlv puhliclv corr...,.ed with 
oolo,.;eo by th" publication. 

1 But lackinsr an imasre reference, 
th historical atatiatica, similar 
.. ora are likely in the future. 

--the honoring, forever, of two ofSerbia's bes.t-known immi-

Old Referetlcu Poor 

The magazine ~ubtication, for 
<lance, explained it obtained ito 
'erence material from an anti­
ated guide boolt .. 
Since the mioleadintr matter 
,.e waa never challen~red bv · 
rbians and other interested 
rties before, the malt'azine logi.· 
lv asoumed it wu factual. 

Erection rlf a bast ollltile. 
1., )idi"• Ow-. Teela.'a da•e nl 
irth. bi-rthnlae ... nateooto, rofr •• 
•o,.ld countet' ~he old ...Me 
nd make e.,Uia that futare 

grant sons who contributed so greatly to th~. welfare and 
prosperity of their adopted America, . \ 

We hope to report developments as soon as they take 
· pl~ce, remembering Bishop Nikolai's concluding remarks: 

"Nikolll T esla, in the field of science, brought the 
~erbian name great glory-jult a& did the areatest Serbiaa 
knighta on the field of battle." 

b/ 
. , 
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Federal Bureau ot Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Gentleman: 

' 
23 June 56 

DUring my senior year at Georgetown UniveraityMI read J.J.0 1Niel 1 s 
Biography ot Nikoli TealaJ the book, entitled Rrodigal Genius• 
deacri~ed quite a tew ot Tesla 1 s experimenta, moat ot which I tried 
myaelt in the phYsics la~. I am interested in reviewing Teela 1 a 
experiment• in wireleaa electric power transmission. 

Ontortunately, Teala died in 1945 JUet at the time he supposedly 
had developed a system ot wireless power tranemiaeion. Since World 

(

War 11 was then in p_rogreaa hie papera were eeiced and sealed ~Y the 
F.B.I. I suppose th4t by now Teala1 a paper• have been released tor 
pUblication, bUt a call to the Library ot Congreaa prod--.d no 
reaults. Therefore, I have two questions; · 

1) Does the F.B.I. now have Tesla 1 a ecientitio papera? 

2) It eo, are theY available tor pUblic inapection? 
It they were released, who has them? 

I will certainly appreciate anY help you can give me aloag these lines, 
Tesla pUbliehed very little ot his findings; thia, coUpled with the 
tact that wireless power is connected by most people with 1Death Raya 1 

and crack-potl has made it nearly impoesible tor me to tind anything 
on the sUbJect. · \ 

(b) 
('0 
LCJ 

!b) 

f:J RECORDED·~.: ~o> .;t~37-1 
toltl 1ftlf 3 1956 -

(Ji) 
(1) 
l?d 

'' 

-



}DO-'JJ.J7~1 
RECORDED - & 

IM0£XED · 86 

JX-122 

£515 . J 
-- ... 

· I.. INFORMATION CONTAINED .Jue 
18

• 
1818 

I~EIN IS UNCL~~~~~~D/1 .. I ...., ' 

O~TE 7-3-~o BW~ 
.-.... : 

,. l . 

-.ee w •• Mt putleipa .. ID tu laulliq el 
Mr. Tella'a effecta, we are uuble to llllpply tbe information 
you requested. 

- .. c 

.· : I a 
iCIM Wdltr IIOO'ftl' ·. ~ j t:111 
IX~ ~ "'11• 

:1 I OOM.Y. ~ FBI I .. • ·.. . . ~ COD f ~ 
NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on correspondent and reve~ ~;~:o'Nec· 

JUN 2 91956 spelling of Tesla's name as "Nik~." Bufiles reflect this tyje of: h 
MAILED 24 been u\illzed by the Domestic Intelligence Ill vision in answe.l'io& . · r 

a.-....;;.,;,;;;;,;;;...:,:_J inqoitries. {65-47953; 100-2237) CoYer memo from Mr. Belmont · 
·.. Boardman 6-29-55, set out background of this matter which concerned th' 
•-;· ,fieatb i;I!Jes.ll, a famous electrical inventor. Bureau was not involved 

£). 8- · in this matter, and the opening of the safe contahiing .his effects was done 
W.. -- by ~~..Dffice of Alien Property. · , . :. ,. 
o-dmao- t:. - r-
Nichol• _ ., ;.~vir · 

§~ _,m)M ~/,<J 
Sizoo- y..- "}" -~1, ' ~-" __ .. ;· ~~7::fii'.JUL 17 \~~; 
Gandy-- Y • 

\I 



Office Men.t, ~t; ~J,dum . uNITED · , .. · GovERNMENT 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

(iE: 
,. ·' '\ • I ,· . • . 
;:-...;~~ .. 

SAC, HEW YORK (65-12290) 

IiiKOI.J. ~ (Deceased) 
:IS -YU 

• 
-~ 
\} 

'l'ESLA was born in Smiljan, Yugoslavia in 
JuJ.y, 1859 and came to the United States 1n 18~4 
and became a naturalized United States citizen. In ·' 
1886 ft.SLA d.es1gned the arc-lighting •78tem and two 
Jears later be :l.nvented th.e 'l'esla motor and 4ea1gned ./. 
a plan £br th.e transmission ot alternatin8 current. . c: ~ 
In subsequent years, 'l'ESLA1 s cS1scover1es and. 1nv~nti411ilt!t • 
incllded such rield.B and appl~ee as •1reless ,_ • 
eommun1oat1on, ele~~al)6i~~t1on, radiant'power and 
radio active matter. After 1900, collmunications ~ l) t.,..~.~­
and wireless power trus~s~on ocoup~'\~, !f10St ot"'. ~,_.,; 
his research. .• ;;, J)·l. \ • ~ ,t.e·~ 

t:)- BlEau·{~)· {~c~~~ SE ~ f~b :-¢ t£ z7 ... ( 
'if- Lc.s Er:geles:::; (Into} (~d.'f) (RM) /..!-

1 - New York (65-12290) · Rf,COROED·5:, 
14 

JUl.. 291957 l ll 
NJM:mcd f.~· ..-.l" 

~ , 41 _ 1.N1' . . . . . . ~-·· -:sc~..:l-

"':: - r:;:t..J~ ok 
~~~ 1957 ~ ~:r-" ' ' . \'l ! 

10 
. ' 



:NY 65-12290 . 

, . TESLA'•_Ollly ~~tary i.nven.~on was~.• J.l8tAOd 
L .·. ·. ,. to wJo.,ch he onoe· el.~ed b\it<Jle'tr !'ullt Jlescribecl•·• · · 

Th1s'1nvent1on was a means •hereby aa iftpenetrable 
•wall of force" can be erected arol!lld C;be Un1~ed . · 
States' 'borders which would render belpl.eaa any 
a1l1tar'7 attack. 'fESLA 4j,eclos11d 'the' Gi.ate~ee . 
ot his }'lan in 1934 and stated he inteded to preaent 

_it to the Gepeva Oonterenoe but •oldoa .. reterrell ~ lt 
: atter11ard. ... · · · 

.·• 
'l'he "New York T.tmes" 9/ • "' 

carried an article setting !'ortb • LA's 
"Death Ray". !his article ~ltidea ~O~tion to 
the etrect tbat '!'ISLA, on his 84ta birth~, July 10, 1940. 
advised New Yor}C 'limes reporter VTIJ.rtJII ~ lftt.DCE . 
that he was ready to divulge to the 'Unite States 
Goverrunent the secret of his "teleforce", with which 
he said airplane motors would be melted at a distance 
of' 250 miles eo tbat an 1.nv1~ible CQinese wall ot 
defense would be built around the countr,r against any 
attempted attack by an enemy airforce no matter how 
large. According to ~LA, th1s "teleforce• wa§ 
based on an entirel7 new prin~lple of Physics that 
"no one has ever dreamed about" and vas different from 
tla;:ll'1nciple embodied 1n his inventions relatlng to 
the transa1aa1on~ electrical power trom·a distance, 
for which u J'eoeived a n'Wilber. ot basic patents. 

!iSLA stated that this new type of force would 
operate through a beam one hundredth a1111onth or a 
square. C'-'HH1meter 1n d1aaeter and 6~d be · _ 
generated trom a special -plant ~t tto'Qld coat no JIOre 
than two million dollars ,and would 'tlalce only about three 
.onths to castruet. 'rESLt. atated tllat -a c2zen _'flillloh •· 
plants located at strategic pbinta ·ll&Dg tae ·tit.ast, ~-
according to TESLA, wouJ.c1;.;be enough to detand the 
United States against all possible aerial attacks. 
TESLA atated that this beam would melt any engine 
and would also ignite explosives aboard any bomber. 
TESLA stated that no possible derense against it could 
be devised and he asserted tt~t the beam would be all 
penetrating. 

-2-
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. ..'l'ESLA stated to Jlr. LAWRENCE that he 
~ll&kes one illportant stipUlation before he_ would . 

divulge thia secret to tbe Un1ted.,.atates aover~~~~en't 
IUld tbat •as tbat shoul4 the Un1 ted StatE Gov4l"&lllo&nt 

. 1lec"1de to take q> his otter, be. t~ould so to .Ork J.t . 
·once but "tbat the UJU.ted States oovermaent would have 
to trust him. · USLA stated. that he woUl4 .sutter 
,"no interterence trom uperts. • .·· ... .. · ·• ::

1
::. · · , . 

· · ·h this -aRew York fl.es• article Jlr. LlliRDCE 
oo11111ented that '1118h conditions as tbey were 1n 19Jio, 
--A-~·~ ·~- n-4•-A Q~a~aa na++4~w ~·Av r~ •nA"~ G,I.IU. •.&.W4 4,1oU'II; \I.U . ..&..,.;:;:\.1. UIWQ.V'fiiilill 0,11WVV~ .,...,_,._, - •.r-••-- . 
111llions of' dollars tor National Defense, ·Mr. 'l'ESLA' s 
great reputat1on aa an 1nventor, •ho alJ,Mi78 'I!B.s ~.: .. 
years ahead of his time, should be g1v~ earef'ul • · 

· · eons1derat1on. Jlr. LAWREIICE silted, 1n his opinion, 
the 'United States Government should take iir. TESLA 
at his "MOrd and co.Ussion him to go ahead •1th the 
construction of his "teleforce" plant. 

The New York 1'1le of Mr. TESLA bears no 
1nd1cat1on that any add1t1onal developments •ere 
carried on in connection with TESA's invention and 
whether or not TESLA tully divulged his new plan 
to the Un1ted States Government. 

. . 

; . 

'l'ESLA died at the age of 85 on January 7, 1943. 

Mr •• prov1ded a two p~e copy of the (.;j;Q~) 
above mentioned newsletter which Jlr. and Mrs. S'l"CRM 
have been distributing 1n connection with the alleged 
invention by TESLA, which, accord1ng to Mr. a:d 
Mrs. S'l'ORM, consists of a radio type 11ach1ne known as 
the Tesla S8t which was invented 'b7 Jlr. TESLA in 1938 
tor interplanetary communlcation. Mr. and Mrs. STORM· 
claim that 'i'""l!OSLA' s eJlSineers ltici not complete the 

·. l!'esla Set Wlt1l.:.atter 'l'ESLA's lea1;h in 1943. Mr. &.lid 
·Mrs. &TORJII claim that this Set was placed 1nvopeJlt1on 
in ~9.50 and since that t1Jile TESLA eng1 naers ' have been 
in close touch with space ships. etc. 

- 3 -
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NY 65-12290 

·the 
'l'be lllewsletter f'urn18bed by Jlr ... lnciluCied 

following names: · ., ~>-:- .. :· · ... , 
: l ~ ~ . • ; .- ~· ·.,. 

. JWIO.&:T STORM . . . . . 

. ~.;-~ ,..EL_. ~c~_a -~~lev~ 0&11t~_-_, 4 a _! 1 
· 1 ·* CNc-z:_-:-·,., ~- --~¥-:. · 

. G:SOH . G, ~ndon, ZPgJ.and . - . . ' . 
' ., : _.. ... . 

'l'be tiles or the »ew York Ottice contain~e 
no pertinent 1nforll8. tion regarding any ot tae W' \~- HC> 1./ 1./ · 
above aent1.oned individuals. fr~r~ ___ / 

'• :.0. t· -~~ . --~·rf'. '\.,- . . -.. ,_--
' · Two pl:iotosta tic ·copies ot "tbia newsletter · 

are being aent to the Bureau tor purposes or · 
information while one copy is being submitted to 
the Los Angeles Of'ticeUbr information purposes. 

•, 

; ,. 

- 4 -
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~r. J. Edgar H8over . I lNFOR~,~f\Tl COnTAIN .. --·-··-J ·-·· :-~~-.' ~,-. ~ ·~ 'r: r. · .. , ·- . 
. ·. I Jl . .J-• ..• •!L. j l:ear Sir: 

-.~· 7-J- ~{) i'A'/~rl~ 
I an hopeful thE_:t you ~~n help me obtnin cer~c.ln -*'1fcrmc.tiori . !" 
c•n records ana aata, v.nlch belonL-eu to Dr. N1»:ol~e sla. '--:'>. · 
He was an Electricc.l En!;:i.neer 2nC:. prolific 1nvento·r ~- .... · 

He WJS bor!'l in Yugosldvic. in 1856 a!'l<i died in the 
United st~tes, New York City, Jc.nuary 7th, 1943. He was c. 
nc.tur .. lized citizen of tr,is country. 

Tile only informctio!'l I cculu find of nis reccrds v.as 
a report th~t the F.B.I. reDoved his papers for exa~i!'lation, 
and that the recor~s were sealed by the custodia!'l of alien 
pr::>perty. 

I :'lc{7e teen uoin:; so!ue L'leoraticc.l resec.rci1 of my 
ow!'l, ~~ich I lelieve a~y ~e alo!'ll tLe same lines he follo~ed 
in cert<.i!'l 0f nis EX~eriments. I ~lso believe the deve~opment 
of ~lis ide;..s ·; ould be in t:1e interest of cur country reu.rC:.less 
of iohn developes them. 

If it is ~t all ?0~2i~le f~r me to hove access to 
··t le··t o.- ... ~ of. '• e"-er< --~t ·1 ·cr·, I ····u1 '' c~r·t 1'n1 u __ ,.,;;:, o..~· .. ..ue-· !l~.:J ...r.~..J . .. L.c J. .• ...... " · .u., .. ....., ........... t: .::1 _ ..._y 
~.p>.'recidts it. I c.!'ll not <oble, bjl reasn!'l c·f the vo.st fin.:.nces, 
whicl1 ~ould be re1uired, to con~uct such experiments u~self, 
so the actt& he ffiDGe &nd collecte~ ~ould be inv~luc.ble. 

Of course, it is possi~le th&t his records ac not 
cc·nt .. in mc.teri2l pertinE"lt to t.is electr.mios v-ori':, bec<.u:oe 
from v.hct I unC:erst ... :J.C: freD< rec.G.ing about hit:~, he kept most 
of his records in his he,,o end v.r Jte dov.n very little of his 
date.. 

It is also ::;ossible thc.t Sollie of his ic..ea1 are 
impr&ctical, tut I fe~l sure tnat certain of his id~cs ~ill 
te of im.i;ense v&lue to our country ·,,i thin the next severc.l 
decaC.es or even before, if they are O.evelopeC. at a rc.pid rate. 

I would c.ppreci&te heo;ring from you on the,subject, 
if you have any infPRoo.tion rert;;,ining to it, which ycu coulo 
make available to me. /f) tJ __:::_ {)_ ~ -a:J _ /7 

y_tc- \ T 

l~ 
. 1 

/ 
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Toben--
Belmont_ 
DeL01;1eh_ 
McGuife­
Molv __ 

Parsons-
Rosen __ 
Tarr,rr, __ 

Trotter 

w.c.s,~r'1 JUL 9 1959·,·~' Tele.Roo~~' , . 
Hullc.:.on ~ ..,. \ ' 
Gon::ly __ • t.~AIL ROOM [:=J TF.LF:TYj..::[ UNIT D 

., 
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~nON"l fOUl NO. 10 .. _. 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum~ 
TO : MR. TROTTEit.C~ ~ .- '1 lo DATE: 12-6-60 

\Qi . . ',: 1,11~0-f, 

A. K. Bowlis\ :I ;;.-ftY IS uJ4ltorv 
o w '~, :fC!.A Co4'rA ·-

SUBJECT: NIKOLA i'EsLA (DECEASED) ~8 · '"~Wto 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

FROM 

Tolson __ 

Mc:Gcure ~ 
Rosen __ 
Tamm __ 
Trotter __ 
W.C. Sulbvan _ 
Tele. Room_ 

Bureau file 100-2237 shows no investigation of Tesla has been con­
ducted by Bureau. Since erroneous statement concerning FBI's taking 
f"llQtnt'fv nf n~nP1"Q f1"nTn 'T"Pc:!l~tC! a~fo !:11.,.0 ... hi a fto~+h "'llnn.o._.._OI'f i"' ntl\J.o..;llfe ((!J _._ ....... _J ....... r-t'-· ... ...................... ..., .. _ .... ..,.._ .... _ ......... &.1.1.1011' ........ a-.. Gt'l"~a.&. ~ .......... "' .~. .. ,............, a ,.., 

book published in 1944, Bureau has received numerous inquiries from 
scientists desiring to review Tesla's writings. Each inquiry has been 
answered by stating FBI did not participate in hanCili.ng Tesl.ll' s effects, but 
information has come to our attention that Office of Alien Property of Depart­
ment of Justice may have examined Tesla's effects. (File indicates that 
representatives of Office of Alien Property did actually review Tesla' s (? 
possessions, including his writings, but file does not show what final dispo~ 
tion was made of Tesla's possessions.) 

-

A teletype to Boston Division was prepared, but before it was sent 
telephoned again to furnish me the exact~ O'Neill's book in 

which he refers to the FBI. At that time I told ~e statement in the 
book was untrue --that the FBI had not examined or taken custody of Tesla's J 
papers. I suggested t~that he might contact Office of Alien Prjerty. 
(Therefore, teletype to~ was not necess~·VC£..:..!?~7- J 
ACTION: 

For record. 

6fPift 13 ~96/0 
fnu file 100-2237 

- Mr. Belmont 

8 360 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Information 
Washington 25, D. c. 

-· .L HlFORMATION C"~lTAINED 
·-----~·:~;;IS UNCLA"'~~ 
:::ATE 7-.3-io B't ~ l.Jear Sir: 

I am a college student who is doing a research paper 
. ~ on N1kola Tesla. As I was collecting the material for my 

oaner, I disc0vered that at the time of Tesla's death, the 

deoartment of the F.B.I. confiscated the data and papers 

that Tesla had cc·llected from his research in the field of 

electricity. This confiscatit'n of hi$ mate_!)al w~s 
;:Jc ,-,,, J', o 'Ale' I 

in the PRODIG'\L G.tl'IIUS by J.J/G'Nei_l, publish~d in 

stated 

1944 at 

~ew York city by ~ashburn Inc. 

' ·-·--
I have rleveloped an interest in the discoveries and 

accom"lishments of Tesla that is presently limited by the 

shortage of factual material. If in your files, you have 

any information concerning Nikola Tesla that you are per-

mitted to release, I will sincerly apnreciate your co-

operation in helping me give the proper reco~nition 1 iS'' this 
REC-55 !tl0-.,,37-JCf\_ -

great scientist and American. Below I have listed""nle'"-

facts that may be helpful to 

1. 
?. 

., -. 
Born in 1856 at 
Came to America 
short time with 
l_)ied on Jant~ary 

a FEB 28 1961 
you· 

'EX.·(C ~ 
Smiljan, Crotia, now Yugoslavia 
in 1884 and was employed for a 
the Edison Co. at Orange, N.J. 
7, 1943 at ~ew York city 

Thanking you for ye>ur time and co-operation that I h~ve 

~n, ~ remain, 

. ' - I I! I 

--



' .. . ;, . 
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Tolaon-­
Parsons-­
Mohr--­
Belmont-­
Ca1Jahon __ 
Conrad __ 
DeLoach __ 

Evans~~~ Malooe 
Rosen 
Tavel 
T<oU« 

I 

~ .... :.:.:: 

In respoaae to your inqlliry, I wish to advise 
that our files reflect tbat the effects of Dr. Nilwla Tesla 
WIIN tmpnenc1ed, after Ilia deatA, bJ t1ut Olfif.~ gf Alleo 

blputJ of tu ~--., ¥~~-.,,.. ... 
llace we dld aot p&rtlelpate lll tbe ........, tl' ·JIIr. ~·• 
·eaecta, we are uable to APPlY the t.ronaauon jo. -~ .... 

- ' .. 

F~;;-;i~61 :. : . :a~~.~~ ··-~ ... 
. ' :~· Q'i) ' ..... -,-· _,; i- .,._. J. . . .., . 

•• ,. ':-~ _·- ...... <~.' ~ . ~··--" ·-.;,· 
. . ,'- . ..._ ' . 

. COMioW'BI 

Jolla lldcV lloouaa 

.. ' 

~-·· 
j.. ..;e; ...• 
~~-

' ' 

. . . . ·; - . ~par.ctar . . . . 
• '. . ' •. ~ .. .• .. - i l,!f • .... • • - ' ' - ..-; 1' ' ' - . .. • • ... 

. NOTE£ No record could be lGCated in ~~~~~- idenWiable with . -i; · 
correapondent. Bufile 100-2237 ,..q.ects ~t l)r;· Testa ns a • ;?·t 
world-:-famous el~~a~ inve$r,~d at ~'\{tate of hi,.aath, al!t\'\''· 
!If bls,,.,ersonal.paper~ &lad ~ecta Jf!'i'. "lf.e'nd pa~r011B to..$' : · ~ 

J.oantty' a •~Ufity lf tbeJ f~lt Juto_lauthoriJ;ed h,!'ll(*• "~te ~ ·. . . · · 
Prodigal Genius " by kh ~ ¥n!•·U,,' &Uegea that ~"#"Sl took . , 

overTcertafii'sJe and opened it, zppropriating his)Jroper~i"~, ,~-:."0't' 
Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien PropettYilf 
the Department who did so, and the above reply is forw~~cl in 
answer to related inquiries. · 

.-._, .... 
. ' 

'1>0 
. I 
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Wqshington 25, D.O. 

GPntlemen: 

I &!'! rnAA:ir.p, a study, !li<'>tiv"t~ll out of pArson"l curiosity, into the 

D 
life and ~orks of Nikol" Teslao Nr, Tesla died on January 70 1'43 in the 

Hotel Ne• Yorker. Since r.B.I. Oper .. tives open~" his BRfe BDd took his 
'" 

papers for examination, I •o~er if these papers are available for perusal? 

If they IU'e avP"il,.ble, ,.here woulrl they be located, "'"nd ,.re copies RVailablP. 

to the public? 

1 """ citizen o!' the Unite~ st .. tes, PM have bPen clearPn. fnr security---

th~ lat~st 0:1e b"i!lf for wnr'< on 

Thank you very much for ..n.v i~orr.\B.t ion or hPl» Y"u !lillY 'be "'ble to 

p,ive me in this m..tter!! 

Re~pectfully yo~s, 

/DO·'dd-3 7 I 
----~ 

- -
I 

']/ 
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• 
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_ ~ -, oo :- J-")._? .7 -r~- ~--. ._"' ,.- '.;. ' 

. .- .... 

. ~·-

"Fi_. -·-
..:.;; -•' 

. . . . "" "' , 
.-. Ja N8p011 .. to :,0U ~~ t -~ 1Jb to pomt 

out lhat the effect. of Dr. Hlkola Teala .,... lmpoaDdld, after 
his death, by the Office of Allen Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. Sl.nce this Bureau did not participate 
ill tile handliq of Dr. Teala' • effect., I am UD&ble to supply the 
laformaUOD JO'I dulre. · , • 

BIDcerely ,_.... 

• 
J, Edt; a r Hoover . -

... -~· 
• 

"'-' 
g( .. -NOTE: Bufiles contain no recordtdentiflable wl,tb co~respondent: • 

_ ~ -(· E_;.. . .Bufile 100-2237 sh~ ijaat Dr. Teal& Yu Dne OIJbe worlch . • -
~ ' outstanding scientists ill the electrical field, and at the time c:if 

· ~ ~- _2 l. -Ills death, all of his peraOnal papers Ul4-effecta W.re belie..e. 
.:-:-. . f 'dangerous to the country' 8 pcurttylf they Jell )Jlto_ ~orlzed 

} · '·bands. Tbe book, "~rodlpl Gemu," lly .John J. O'Neil, alleges _ 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened u,: ~ppropriating 

rol• Dr. Tesla's property. Bufiles clearly indic;ye~~U was the Office 
~:~~0"' -- of Alien Property of the Department:ff~h ~d so, and the above reply 
g:;,~~, __ has ~n forwi.Lrded in answer to relhtea inquiries. Dr. Tesla was 
co"''' born lifYll!Osia#.!. ,and died in New York City 1-7-43. 
~:~::"·- ~ (3) '. t_ 0 ! .... 
Gal<> >.:: -~~ 
Rosen , J U · C - .. ~ 
Soli'"'_"-- f4 \Q.~ -c-':.f:'·: Dl!fEC!• • Q 

gs:sOEC3~ · 
Gandy MAIL ROOM D TELETYPE UNIT D 
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TRUE COPY 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear Sirs, 

For some time, have beee>. wondering about the matter 
of what was reported on the late Nikola: Tesla, the inventor. He died 
during early January 1943, while m residence at the Hotel New Yorker, 
New York City, Accounts have it that his beoogings (papers, etc.) were 
studied. Would appreciate learning if anything -can be learned about this. 

Am hoping to be on leave, and in Washington, along the third 
week of April. This is mentioned, in case it is possible to view anything 
relating to the question. 

Sincerely, 

- -



r all, 11M 

II re81'0''" to 70U'IDqtdrJ, 1 a w W. .. Jlllilllt • 
llaat tbe ded8 ., Dr. Jllllrp1w 1'-.1& w:re lmpa ...... der .... .. n., 
by tbe omce of Allen Property oi tbe Departmeat of hstlee aDd DOt 
the FBL Since we did not participate ln tDe handllng of Dr. Teala'a 
effecta, I am •mahle to supply tbe lnform•Uon you dulre. .,_ 

19 

"' <-. 

·' 

. 

MAR 18 1964 

LEifalr~ 

JobD Edp.r 11' ner 
DIJ'eeiDr 

M.fBI 

:NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor 
and at the Ume of his death, all of his personal papers aad effects were believe 
dangerous to the country's security 1f they fell into unauthorized hands. The 
book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. ONeil, alleges that the FBI took over a 

. certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicatE 
that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department whtl¥lid so, and the 

Conrad. __ 
DeLoach __ ,,,:-===:: 
Gale 
Rosen 
Sui!Jvon __ 

above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. 

Tovel-=F\J' 
T""" - c:;. !7 M A [• .... - ' ' 
T•le. Room ..!.l..___o_. f\i I ._'~I, 
Hoi..,es __ 
GJr'i-,·-- MAIL P'JC''J!D Tt:LF':'YPC UN!':" D 
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Sir, 
1tr:./o-

According to "Prodical Genius, Nikola Festa" 
by J. J. O'Neil (a book) some papers were taken from the 
safe of Mr. Festa about 1945 yr. Is this true. If so are the 
papers declasified yet? If so may I ? 

I 

a JUN 23:1964 



Ca15pe;;:, ==== 
Callahan __ 

Conrad __ 
DeLoach __ 

E•o,:-== G<Jie 
Ros~n 

/ 

.Jut U, 1804 

lll .. ... 
~ 
Gl .,,:. ... 

-~ H~ 
jP 

Your card of .JIIIle 16th baa been received. 

: • s 

In reapoue tcpJOur Inquiry, I would like to point out 
that the effects ol Dr. NlkDlt"'Tea1a were Impounded, after bla death, 
by the Office of Allen PropertJ of the Department of Jaatlce and not 
by the Fm. 8lnce we dld not participate In the handling of Dr. Teala'a 
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 

' . i.iAtL.E:o a, 
uLJro ::_ [! ]964 

COi,,, ·! 

----J 

liacerely youra, 

.~. Edgar Hoover 

~ ..... 
(,) 

¥ 
~ 
• 

"" .1:-

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tee!a was a world=famous electricallnventc 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security lf they fell into unauthorized bane 
The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took ov 
a certaln safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly 
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did s 
and the above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. 

~~ 
'JIIII ss ~, 0~ bli ·~ 

~ . :-
IS~;£ ;.\n/ a~~~ c!Ob 

Sullivan__ r-\ t;.- / 
Tavel ----:;;::::::;;:, r V' 

!:B'4Jt!N 2 ~14 
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OREGON STATa.. JNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF SCIENCE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Department of Information 
9th Street & Pennsylvania Aven, N.W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 20535 

Dear Sirs: 

CORVAUIS, OREGON 97331 

Reply to: DEP'ARTMiNT OF 015NERAJ. SCIENCE 

March 28, 1967 

·'' lt~FOf:~,ATIOrl CONTAINED 
... _ ~-riN IS UNCLt,"~D 
..ir.TE 2-.J-f(.) B ~~ 

I am a student of the history of science at Oregon State University, and 
I am attempting to write a research pa8er on a very eccentric scientist 
who died in 1943. His name was Nikola Tesla, a naturalized American of 
Serbian extraction, and he died in h1s hot.el room in New York City on 
January 8, 1943. 

During the years leading up to World War II, Nikola Tesla supposedly 
invented a "Death Ray" which could destroy several hundred aircraft. Mr. 
Tesla was a very prolific and creative genius during his early years but 
gradually became something of a crackpot in his old age. As a student of 
the history of science, it is important to determine whether or not Tesla 
had any valid ideas in the plans for his death ray. Tesla invented the 
fluorescent light and also was one of the first scientists to discover 
X-Rays--hence there may be some possibility that his death ray might 
actually have been some crude type of laser. 

In Tesla's biography, "Prodigal Genius", by John J. O'Neill, the author 
states on page 277: 

"Operatives from the F.B.I. came to Tesla's hotel 
room shortly after his death and opened the safe 
in his room. They took the papers that it con­
tained in order to examine them for a reported 
secret invention of possible use in the war ..• " 

I am trying to locate Tesla's secret and unpublished writings concerning 
his death ray. I have searched the literature quite thoroughly and•have 
found nothing. Does the F.B.I. still have these papers or can you tell 
where I might be able to obtain these writings for examination?- Any 
assistance or information that you may lend me will be very much appre-

ciated. /()() _ .):JJ 1- /{p161----
~~ ~~ Sincere yours, 

93 
'1.-J 



Tolsonc-­
D~Looch __ 

Moh;~== W1ck 
Casp<"r 
C::~J:ohan __ 
Cor.fiJcl __ 

) 

Aprll 3, 1967 

Dear 
~ v-

You.r letter of March 28th ... been recelTed. 

In response to your IDqulry, the effects ol 
Dr. N!kola Tesla were impOUDded, after hill death, by the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and DOt by tbe 
FBL SlDc:e we dld IIIIX participate lD the "''"'"ng ot Dr. Teala's 
effects, I am Wl8ble to f\u'Blah the lDformat.lcm you clealre. 

SIDcerely youra, 
,. "td~r Hoove' 

.Jolm Edgar BooYV 
Director 

NOTE: No record couid be iocated in Bufiies identiiiabie with 
correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a 
world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his death, 
all of his personal ~JJers and effects were believed dangerous to 
the country's security/ fi.~._iell into \lfii.Ut.hori.zed ~s, .l.The 
book, "Prodigal Geniln<? "'1Y John J. O'Neil, ~~;> ~t tJle FBI 
took over a ce . safe ami opened it, approp:r~l:Dg his pr~rty. 

!':fiJ.:~:~~~~~!~~~.~9~t it.'~:~.~~e~~~!:~ ,i;~~:!:!~r-:!I ,<>! 
.W.I'II;; .&.IC}'a..&.\o.LU'C.U.I. WU..I."'.l.l W&U DVI ,...U\.1 W&~ .....,VY'W' •'W'}!A1 &D ~y.a. WA.A\A.CU .U~ 

to '""'"" t' '\ ~ 
(fl../ 

'"6~ 
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· • ···:~"''":'lATI"·: """h-l_l.ClE~ 1969 , . ! • . , •.• 1 J . . weu r.u, 

Dear Mr. Hoover, bii~ii~SJ~~L,'B~a~jd 
In the year 1943 the F. B. I. cofriSCatep, all of the papers 

and maybe some of the machines of physicist, Nikolhesla. These 
papers were his experiments and ideas at the time of his death. Accord­
ing to the books I've read, these papers were confiscated on the grounds 
of the enemy getting ahold of his ideas and apply them to war machines. 

I have studied all of the material on this man and have 
found him to be more intelligent than the great "Brain" of his time, 
Thomas Edison. 

Why without Nikola Tesla there would be Westinghouse 
Company as we know today. This is the man who harnessed Niagara 
Falls, and was the one and only man who could see the possibilities of 
Alternating Current when men like Edison said "it would never work. " 

What I am wondering is, maybe these papers could be 
reclassified from whatever "Top Secret" classification they now have 
and be made available for study by the people who understand and can 
gain knowledge from them. · 

• 

I would be willing to pay for reproductions of his experiments 
if nothing else. He still has a great many ideas that have never been tried. 

It disturbs me to think that everyone has forgotten about 
the ideas of this man when he was so advanced for his time. 

I can say with assurance that no man alive can say that he 
knows all of Tesla 's ideas. And studying other men's ideas is the way 

1 
f/ 

to advance in science faster. · .' :·" /0~.-).J,.J 7- .f.-b. 
--· - ---·- --... 

I hope something can be done to get these pap~r,s5e~as~q. 

~ /s/ 
~) 

Thank You, 



' 

.. 
t: 



• 
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March t, 1889 

Dear 
~ 

I)-

Your letter of February 25th bu been received. 

In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nlkola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Prop­
erty of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since we dld 
DOt participate in the handling ol Dr. Teala'a belonginp, 1 am unable 
to furnish the information you desire. (A~p§IP)f of your.eomm.Unication 
has been referred to the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 
MAILED 10 1. Edaar Hoover 

MAR4 -1969 
COMM·FBI 

~(I 
9 

Tolson __ 
teLoach __ 

Cosper 
::~.br.on __ 

F<eit 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Bufile 160-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthor­
ized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prop­
erty of the Department which did so, and the above reply is forwarded 
in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to Assistant 
Attorpey General, Civil the Department. 
~· (3) OoO<.~d 

~;~:, ~ .·. 
Suil:·;on __ fl 
Tavel · 

~:~:··~~.d M R f ~ 968 
liol~:es ~ ~ 

Go:-d\' . MAIL ROOM D TELETYPE UNIT 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Director of Central Records 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: rJ,I:'ol"-
,6 ,e 

I am doing a research paper• on Nickola Tesla and \liOUld 
appreciate it if you could please provide me with the 
following information. 

That information being why did your Bureau impour.d his 
personal effects immediately after his death on 
January 7, 1943. Secondly. could you provide a list 
of those effects, and lastly, when were they released 
and to whom were they given. 

Thanking you for the information 

. f- · 1 D 
I.JI 41' I. 

REC ~ 
/IJ }-~ _?-,;. 31 ....-/8 

D APR 15 l97t:· 

Qi) 
l!J 
(c) 

• 

,.--·-· 

I_) 
I 
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Dear-
tr" 

In reply to JOilr IDqulry of Aprtl 8th, tbe eUecte 

of Dr. Nlkola Teala were lmpouded, after bla death, by the 

Office of Allen Property of tbe Department ol .JuUce IDd not by 

the FBI. Since we did not participate in the haDdllng of Dr. Tesla's 

belODJlnie, I am uable to fiU'Dlab tbe lllformatloa JOG dellre. 

A copy of your communicatlOD baa been referred to the Depart­

ment of .Juatice for any help it may be able to offer. 

.MAIL£0 ~ 

APR 141970 
COMM·FBJ 

llllcerely yoara, 

' 'EdliJir ~ 

John Bdpr Hoover 

Director • 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
i",~~::,h __ Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. :Ql!sla was a world-famous electrical 
''''"" inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and 
Mohr 

~~:~:; == effects were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell 
collohoc __ into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. 
i;;;'' O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a certain sale and opened it, 
~:;·,, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
s,,,.,, -- &e of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above 
;:;;;.~p{l 2 · s forwarded in answer to related 'inquiries. Copy of letter referred 
~:',:.~. R stant Attornev General, ~1 
c"'' illiitrc(:H.'rCJ ~ ~) q 5 

'~ 
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liily 15, 1170 

wblcb prompted J011 to wrtte to me 18 awreclatecl. Wltb reapect to 

your lDqulry, tbe effects ol Dr. Nltola Teala were 1~, after 

bls death, py the Office of Allen Property of tbe Department of Justice 

aDd~ FBI d1d DOt parttctpate lD tbe handl!ng of Dr. Teal&' a belong­
_;; 

t.aga.·.:crn lldllltion, tble Bureau 18 lltrlctly au lDnattpttYe apnc:y of 

the':Neral-GOYenunent aDd matters neb u yoa mentlODed do not 
C> . 

"' eome wttblD tbe acope of tbia Bare&~~' a aatbortty. 

Slncerely yoare, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

....... 
~TE~ 

Ju7:~1~7o I 
.Jolm Edgar BOOYer 

Director 
COMM-FIII I 

Bwiit!S tmtLaWi no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
Tolson __ 
CeLoac-h __ 

w,,,.,~~ Mohr 
81shop 

Co5~er 
Collo.hor, __ 

reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and, 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized 
hands. Bufiles indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Depalrtnten'tF .. 

his property and replies similar to the above have been used 
""'""'"'L related inquiries. 



Kr. J. Edgar Hootver, 
Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington D. c. 

Dear Sir, /V f ? 

I am writing this to you as I believe that most of the govem..,nt is infil­
trated with foreign agents, Ltd there is a very good chance this could be of extre11e 
importance fbr the defenae of our nation. 

I met a man a number of years ago that was raised on Long Island in th~ 
neighborhood whe~e Mr. Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. He told ~e 
of Mr. Tesla's notes blowing down the street when the junk men were dismantling his 
equipment. It would be a wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and 
could be found. 

Mr. Tesla was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals 
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr. Marconi, who received the credit, and 
pioneered many fields. He was so far advanced that he had to invent a special math 
t" keep up with his work. 

He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the Wftrld and 
became very angry at their inability to understand hia, and due to this was violentlj 
disliked and di&,ot receive acknowledgement for his discoveries. One of the notes? 
read by this man told of the radic· transmission of electricity being brought to a 
high degree of ef!'iency. _ 

J(ow here is the thing that should be investigated throughly. During my 
High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 1926-27, I made a 
currant events report on an article appearing in a s~all publication of that n<m• 
that was received weekly at the Troy Highschool, Troy Montana. It stated in t.1is 
article that Mr. Tesla had made an offer to the Cor~ress of the United States that 
if they would install radio transmission towers at every 150 miles around the border 
of this country, that he would install equip~nt that would broadcast a vertiail 
plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no ~aterial object could pass 
as it would shatter or lose it's monecular coohesion. It was refused. 

There is a good chance that this data is in the files of congress. What 
a defence, and boy do we need it. EX-U( REC·J !OO _ .J ;i .3 l _ 1 1 

I have had some results along this line with structured vortice o, mag­
netic fields, but do not have the technicAl equipment or _knO'~ledge to carry out 
further experiments. The theory is quite simple and deals WJ.tnpatt~acceb:·at.­
ion, and it works to the best of my knowledge. 

.;:~:_ 1-~ 

I 

I 
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e DECEMBER 1971 

FBDBRAL BtJREA'O OP IlfVBS'.l'IGATION 

WASHINGTOH, D.C. 

Dear Sira 

I have reoent17 begun a collection and reading tile of all 

mattera pertaining to 11kol~Tea1a. In ao doing I waa amased to tlnd 

that upon h1a death; Jum&r7 7, 19,31 1D JIYC, ;rour bureau oontined 

hh papers. Jl~ I aak 1t 7011 atill 11have thea 1n Jail". I 11111 extre-17 

interested 1n hia work( a) and am t1'7ing to eatabl1ah 1lt'f own "Teala" 

1ibrl.1'7• Your aaaiatance would be greatl7 ~prec1ated. 

I 6 DEC 15 1971 ____ ....._. 



Tolsomo === Felt_ 
Rosen __ _ 

\lohr-==== Bishop~ 
\tillf'r. F..S. _ 
C'allahan ·--
C'a~l!(·r __ _ 

December 14, 1971 

l:n response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola 'l'esla were i.Jnpounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. We die not participate in the handling 
o~ or. Tesla'a belongings in any way. Copies of your 
0011111111nication and IIY reply have been referred to the 

/bepartment of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Hoov« 

John E4qar Hoover 
Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent. Dr. Tes 
was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his 
effects believed dangerous to country's security. "Prodigal 
Genius,• by John J. O'Neil, alleges FBI took safe and appro­
priated his property. Above reply previously given to same 
inquiries. (100-2237) Material sent to the Assistant 
At·to1on••v, Civil Division, of the Department. 

MAILED B ~ 
(C) 



J 

Fed era 1 Bureau Of I nve s t1 ga t1 on 
Ninth Stre·2t and Pennsylvania 
Northeast washington D. C. 20535 

Dear Sirs, 
0 

Upon rea ding a biography on Nikola Tesla, I founl the urge to 
read more un hiw and his works. At the end of the oooK it was 
stated that the F.B.I. went to his hotel room gathered up his 
papers and locked them in a vault, The thing I would like to 
know is the real reason they were locked up and if it wo~ld be 
possible to see some of these records and any other works of 
his. 

I can think of only one possible reason at to cause of his 
records beir1g locked up anri that is because he was too far 
adva~ced for his time. This s ems to be the only logical 
solc~tion, but, with technolocSY much more advanced now than in 
his time it would seem likely that scientists take over where 
he left off, 

Please let me knoN If I can look at the records and if' you can 
pl~ase answer m~ question of the real reason his records were 
locked up. 

/00 



f 
I 

Felt __ 
Bilker __ 
Bates __ 
Hi,.hop __ 

Callahan_ 
li<>\'eian" _ 
Conrad __ 
Oal!x>y __ 
.J,nkm~ _ 

\\;tt~hall_ 

\lolk·t, E.~.~ 
Prmdr•r __ 

Mr. An'IOJroiil..; 
\15. 

\1r. 

October 31, 1972 

~ 
Your letter was received on October 26th. 

In response to your in~~iry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounced, after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since 
we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, 
I am unable to furnish the information you desire. I am forward­
ing a copy of your c~unication and of this reply to the 
Department of Justice. - -

. . 'PYEPI 

rocT 311972 , 
' ' -· 'l 

Sincerely yours, 

L. fatrick Gray Ill 

L. Patrick Gray, III 
Acting Director 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bufile 100-2237 
reflect!; thaU. 11;-. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and· 
at the t11ile o'f'hi7S death, all of his personal, papers and effects were 
believed dangeroq5. ,to the country's security if they fell into 

~~~~~~~~{;;~fB;
1

'~~~k b~~~; :P~~~;~~; ~~~~u:;~ ~~e~~~n i ~: 0' Neil, 
appropriating huv'pj:pperty. B.ufiles clearly indicate that it was 
the Office of Alien ~roperty of the Department which did so, and the 
above reply is forv1arded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of 
letter referred to Assistant Attorney General, ,Civil Division of 
the 
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Mr.Felt-­
IV.BU.er­
Mr. Ca:llahan _ 
Mr. Cleveland _ 
hlr. Conrad­
Mr. Gebhardt­
Mr. Jenkins_ 
Mr. ~h1rs~ul1l _ 
Mr. Miller, E.S. _ 
"'.Sayar,;_ 
Mr. Thompson_ 
Mr. Walters_ 
Tele. Room_ 

April U, 1813 

Ill NlpO!IM to J'Oal' twpalrJ, tbe llfteeta of Dr. IOIIDla 
. Off Al.laD rtv Tesla were impounded; after b18 deatb, by the __ lee of_ ___ Prope_ -. 

of the Department of JuUce and DOt by the FBL Stllee we d1d uot 
participate iD tbe Mncf!q of Dr. Teala'a beJoasJ.Dp, I am 'PWble to 
funa1ah tbe llllormetkm ;roa de.tre. A copJ or JO'IIl' commaaicaUDD ad 
fll. tbia r.y ._.,. bNa referred to tbe 'DepiLrtluat or Aatke. 

lmcerely JOW•, 
·· · . - · ~.y I!I 

L. Patrick Gray, m 
Aetlac Dlnctor 

NOTE: Buflles contain no record of correspondent. (Buflle 100-2237 reflects 
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his 
death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the 
eountry's security H they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal 
Genius," by John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and 
apened it, appropriating hiS property. Buflles elearly indicate that it was the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, ~the above reply 
is forwarded in answer to related inquiriey· Copy of ~e~r. T.tlfP-.1\r~d to the 
Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division f the~~ent.) 
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t.,ederal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
w~shington, D. C. 

Gent 1 err: en : 

I would like to kno~f any microfilm or other 
re;roductio~s of Nikola Tesla's notes and papers exist at 
vour office: Teela was a fa!:lous scie!'ltiet who died in 
:;ew cork City. The Federal B·~rea·~ of Investigation entered 
his S!l.fe shortlv after this to remove his papers for 
examination for the war effort. After the war the papers 
were offered to ac;y group that would start a muse.Jm to 
house them. No one accepted and the papers were finally 
sent to the Tesla l!.'.Jseum in Bel0rade, Yusoslavia, sometime 
in the e~rly 1950's, possibly .J·>st before 1954: Tesla was 
the inventor of all ac motors and the polyphase systec, as 
well as all flo:Jrescent and neon lacps. He was a major 
;ioneer in the early days of radio and discovered many 
of the earl:: principles of radar. He declined nooination 
of a >;obel Prize. He was a naturalized citizen of America 
and said he valued his citizenship papers above all his 
awards and possessions. Despite this, all his papers were 
sent to another nation. 

I would like to exa~ine some of his papers from 1899 and 
later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only 
seen a condesnsed copy of his research from Colorado 
Springs, but am unable to obtain copies. The principles 
and eq•1ipment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still 
useful in my research. 

I would greatly appreciate help in this matter. 

. ( \ 

P.S. Tesla died in Ja~uary of 1943 and shortly after~-------­
the papers were rerr.oved from his safe. The original 

v co,;Jies of these papers were sent abroad prior to 1954, as 
,_ ,\ I believe it was in that year the Yugoslavs founded the 

. , , Tesla Museum (not to be confused with the Tesla Institute). 
,,! 
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June 27, 1973 
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Your letter was received on J11ne 25th. 

In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. NiKola Tesla were imPOunded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien I'rcperty-of the Department of Jllstice and 
not by the FBI. Since w~ did not participate in the 
handlinq of Dr. Tesla's belongincrs, I am unable to furnish 
the infornation you desire. 'J.. copy of your communication 
ar.d of this reply have be~n referred to the Department 
of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

William D. Ruckelshau.s 

William D. Ruckelshaus 
Acting Director 

'OTE:! Bufiles indicate one letter to correspondent dated 
-15-66 in reply to his inquiry regarding the Air Force's 
roject Blue Book and UFC' SG).ghtin<,Js ·~ufile 100-2237 reflects 

--------~jhat Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 

Felt-­

·""""-­'r. Callahan-
r. Cleveland _ 
·.Coouad_ 
'. Gebhardt -

.Jenkins_ 
\I•Wll_ 
\lilier, E.S. _ 

'-:!.Y•R­
chomp800-
·alli!'I'II­

.Room_ 
:ai8e-­

="-
~>WU'5_ 

··rill(ton _ 

llllnY­
rntz __ 

.trdley_ 

'""~-

at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects 
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by 
John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe 
and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly 
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the 
Department that did so, and the above reply is forwarded in 
answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to the 

Attorney General, Civil Division of the Department.) 
. i . 
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llov.-ber liO, :1975 

.,. ' ~~~~nR~.,ATION CONTAINED 
I '-.~Il;JIS UNCLAS~I~1~ (l_. /A-k­
DATE'ZS~f~ 8~ 

~i• ia t:o acknovledqe receipt of your Pr~ of 
Inforaation-PriYacy Act• (POIPA) reque•t forwarded to the FBI 
by the Departlaent of JU8tlce on October ~2n&.I}P 

1D raaponae to your raqueat for files pertaining 
to llliltola '!'-la, pleaae be adviaed that in order to preaerve 
the privacy of an i!lldiYidual who aay be the e'Gbject of a 
similar inquiry, it has been neces•ary for the FBI to maintain 
the practice of not indicating whether we do or do not have 
such information in our fiies. 

If you can provide aotariaed au~atidll':"'frorn 
Mr. '!'eala' a DeXt of kin directi119 ua to r.leaae to you any 
information our files uy contain OODcerning him, ve •hall 
thereafter eearch our file• and advi .. you accordingly. 

Sinee ve ha,e DOt conducted e -arch of our filea, 
pleaae do not infer that we do or do not have the information 
you reque•ted. 

Sincerely youra, 

C. M. Kelle}l 

Clarence M. Xelley 
Di~ector 

1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Encloaure 
Attention: Susan M. Hauser 
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Mr. Clarence Kelly 
Director 
F.B.I. 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. Kelly: 

Mr. Allen and Mr. Ruchlehaus, former acting Director of the 
FBI, contacted me in 1973 regarding ~e unavailability of 
American microfilm records of Nikola'-tesla's unpublished diary 
(now in the Belgrade museum, arranged by month per folder). 

At the time I discounted the possibility that these unpublished 
discoveries had military significance. But because of experiments 
now under way at Hill AFB, I now suspect such military 
applications exist and feel it imperative that you be notified, 
particularly in view of the fact that the Soviets have primary 
access to the entire collection. 

Two photos of each page exist. 

After Tesla's death, scientists from the Navy and OSS performed 
a cursory examination of the diary and notes, which if my 
memory serves me correctly, was one month long, hardly enough 
time to decipher Tesla's torturous handwriting. Though Tesla 
wrote in English, his penmanship was small, blurred, and as 
difficult to translate as a foreign language. 

According to the museum director 
copies of some portions, but not 
which numbers 500 pages, 20 that 
lightning, and 20 or so relevant 
(We copied the most significant 

(1971), the Soviets had made 
the Colorado Springs diary, 
directly pertain to ball 
to the equipment construction . 

ions, but feel 

CP ·,. 

-c2 

engineering magazine), but with the very~~r~ecielnt receipt____~~ 
of an unpublished manuscript from John J. O'Neill's book ~ .) 
(PRODIGAL GENIUS) did I place credence on Tesla 's later claim I''Y !l 1r- ·"'!? 
to mil}iary applications. Incidentally, some of 0 'Neill's "'' < "

1 

desc~ptions were inaccurate and exagerated, as we have exc~d~~ 
Tes~sults and are familiar with the experiments. At any 
rate, ~ere.~~ three possible military applications. 

. -
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they call them. 

Second, it is a suspicion of mine that ball lightning, if 
injected with lithium, could produce a cheap fusion bomb. 

Third--and this may be no more than a suspicion--thepropulsion 
mode of ball lightning involves electro•gravitic interaction, 
by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may 
be constructed. There are no presently-known laws of physics 
that can account for the propulsion (400 mph or so when following 
an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may 
exist. 

None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla, 
which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and 
studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion 
reactors. Incidentally, Tesla's claim to setting up standing 
waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous 
and involved techniques similar to Project Sanguine, that 
is, using the earth's atmosphere as a waveguide alllllllr is 
aware of our research). 

P.S. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures, 
I am notifying the C.I.A. 

Enclosures: 2 

I o '6 
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Fusion energy: will experiments 
in ball lightning provide the key? 

A 
Paul Snigier, Associote Editor 

In the vast and empty hangar 
where the first at0r1ic bomb was 
assembled. a man.made light· 
ning storm is now being un­
leashed. ThP voltages oi these 
lightning bolts-20 million 
volts-arc the highest disch.:1rge 
voltages ever produced by man. 

Project T.csla, headed by 
Robert K. Golka and Dr. Robert 
\V. Bass, is an att<"mpt to 
artificiallr duplicate one of 
nature's rare:;! c1nU tno ... t terrify­
ing phenomena-ball lightning. 
Th<' C);pt'rimc~nts are based upon 
the unpublished notes of Nikula 
Tcsla, who, in 1899 at his 
Colorado Springs laboratory, 
used a secret magnt"(l·in!J trans­
mitter to product:> 1.5-in. light­
ning b;~lls th.>t iloated lor 30 sec. 

The energy surplus 

Many rhysicists, includ.ng llw 
£"min('nt Dr. James Tuck, iound­
er of tfw U.S. fu-.ion pro~ram, 
b<'liPv<' thJt tlw 1ightnin1: ball 
holds the l<'y to a f,1nt,l'ti<, 

chcar and endless t:>nergy 
SOLHCP-fusinn powr-r, or the 
energy sc,urrc used by the stars 
and sun. The fuel is deuterium, 
or lw.wy water, that can be 
inc>xpcnsively extracted from 
ocean water to rrnvic!P mankind 

Hir,hc§l \'oiiJ~e continuou,ly oscillating 
damped-ow,ne li~htning gener.afor (ever 
produc-ed by rnanhnd) creates a 
current of 1100A Jl 12.5 MV~ Subsequent 
improv<'ments ra•wcl this to a peak 
currt'nt of 2.200.-\ at 20 .'-. .. tV. futlher 
improvement.-, < ould concf'rvably pro­
du(C bolts that exceed natural lrghtning 
{100 .\1Vl! 

, -"""'"'-;t!'P~"'""'"'ri~·~~ • .,£1S<I!\'I_Y."'~··rrr· i:~"?f'·L_7' ;o . ..-~-,:--~ 
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wilh mi:lion~ •Jf yPJ.r!'l c," /· 
· UnforlunJIPiy, pro~;. _·ss in 

-fu~ion re!;C'.:tr..:-h, \vhich h~1s 

C!'ntcrcd on magnf'lic confine­
men! and laser implosions, has 
bC'cn fru~tr,,tingly !-.low and full 
of unplC'ao;.,,nt surpri~C's; and 
sci£>nti!-.ts w~Hn that success. 
could be a> fM off as four 
decade;! But il th~se promising 
{'XpPrinwnts urHkr \\'d)' ~• \Vcn~ 
dover. UT, arc H•CCl·~sfu,, .. c-w 

_nexpC'rtPd confinemC'nt 
technique could unleash !his 
energy source. 

In search of nature's secrets ... 

Ball lightning, a t;fowing 
sphpre of red, or an~~ or yeH·"""lW 
plasma, often ma!Nializes dur­
ing ligh!ning storms and flo.1ts 
about, often a[!_ilinst a strong 
wind. The ball may bounce 
along the floor and, on oCLa­
sion, tl1e sphC're will "slip" 
through g:ass without breaking 
it. (The author tf'cently invcsli­
gatpd one such case in a 
hospital, in whit-h the lights 
were damag ... d.) At times it 
materiali7C'S insidr. or even 
out~kiP aircrafl in flight, spcm­
ingly im[)C'rvious to deformation 
from the wind force. 

Witn<'""' of ball lightnir : r. .ly shoulder l<'vd. It moved 
have includc•d such notables as· along the wall for a distanc<' t ,, 

Niels Bohr and Victor Weiss- some 30 ft., floated out and 
kopf, the Dir<'ctor of the MIT around the neck and should<''' 
Phrsics D<'partment. Another of a person standing nPar tht' 
witness was Secretary of State wall, moved back to thf' wall and 
DC>an Achc~on, who report<.'d continuPd aton~ for sPveral fet·t 
SC'Cing it cros.s the br£'akf.1st until it intercepted a duple, 
table aboard the presidential outiPt on the conduit. At this th · 
plane. ball exploded, causing elec · 

The accidental formation of triral damage throughout. 
ball lightning has been obsprved 
about once p<'r rear for the· past 
dC'cade imide building 985 at Hill 
AF Missil<' Radiographic Farilrty, 
UT. ThP voiiPyhall-size fireballs 
drop out of the· space adjacent to 
the high voltage supply of the 25 
\.1cv l!nc:H Jcn•ler.Jtor. 

Th<' ball of blue fire floats 
'down to th~ floor, ro!!s around 
randomly and then rises again to 
tht> po\ver-supply area wherP it 
diSsipates without detectable 
d,1mage. De spit<' troubleshoot­
ing, no exp/Jnation can be 
fc·und for this occurrence. 

On one occ2~ion, lightning 
struck the btrilding-a large 
C"oncrete structure with a 60-it. 
cciling in..,idc-Jnd, o;,imull.tnf'­

ou<il)!1 an intPnsc· sphere of (in: 
thp size of a !Pnnis ball formed 
abc)\·e the <.:onduil on the wall at 

A new state of matter! 

No prPscntly known laws of 
physics can account for the 
st~hilit~· and bouncing of fire­
balls unless it ineiudcs surface 
tension. This hitherto unob­
served sta:e- of matt~r i~ a new 
concE-pt, since plasm.a~", havP 
never prPvious!y exhibited such 
strong surface tension. Also, 
prC'SC'ntly known laws cannot 
account for the propulsion. 

Project T esla has devPiopPd a 
rigotous mathematical model of 
the lightning ball's absolute, 
asymptotic. fluid-dynamical sta­
bilit)•. Initial computer studies 
indiratPd a density range of 
101.1-10 11 ern-:'. with a tempera-

... ~ ' 10.'-10' "K-or 
seven 1imPt. hoth... . .. £> 
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TEr··~t, TRillS TO PREVENT WORLD CR II. 1 ,_. O'N .. · · t .. • 
Tu\.\ol'o""t /Vt-i'f! DOlltt •• ' ' ,.,;o ,-c 

• - -4 ll. ~-~""'.;~~ ( \. + i.. ~7 "'"""~ ;,..;. "·" \~-~.l .... 
Whon Tosll wns talking na a scicntisJ. ne was opposca to lc.,.. ~ .,.:,.,~ \ ;. 

WD.l's on moral, economic and all pructical and theoretical grounds.:: "''"•· 
But, like most .scientists, whon ho stopped thinkir.g as a scionti.st 1 -''•#t~ 
and let bia er.Jotions rule his thour-.htn. he found excentions in ~' ,., 
;;hich he felt solnc VID.l's end s1t;;at1on3·w~~e- justifi~bio: --As-~ e· .. ~ ... ~,lo ... ~ 
acientist he 'l'las unwilling to have tho di:Jcovcries of .scienti:Jts '..- '., ~~J • 

applied to the prupoac s of y;ar ·makers, but when the emotional phase "~~, 
Of .b.iS nature tOOk tbe rulin[; position be "IllS then Vlillir.g tO nppl;T> ':'••­
hill gen1 u:; to devi.sin& Jllf)asures tba t would ,i)revent wars by supplying-·,., I 
protective devices. tl-...---2 w- ;;..· \.• 

This attitude is exemplified in the followine; statement 
Tlh1ch he prepared in the tu·enties but did not publish: 

nAt present many of tho ablest minds are trying to devise 

,- c. ' I 
~·-".;"" .... "' -......... 

e:xpcdient:; for preventing a repetition of the ·awful conflict wh:l.ch is 
only thoorcticnlly ended and the duration and main issue:. of y,·bich I 
correctly predicted in an article printed in the Sun of December 20, 
1914. The League is not n remedy but, on the contrary, in the opinion 
of. a numbcl' of competent men, may bring about results_ just the oppo­
site. It i:J particul!!I'ly ret;rettublc that a punitive policy was 
adopted in fraJning the terms of peace because a few years hence it 
Ylill bo possible for nations to fi[.ht without armies, ships Ol' gun:J, 
by we!ipona far more terri'ole, to tho destructive act;l.on and rnn0o of 
which there is virtuall; nc limit. J.ny city nt any distance v.-hat:o:o­
cver frorJ the oncrny can be de::; troyec1 by bu: :::nd no :;::ower on earth can 
:Jtop bl.~ f:rOl!l doing ~o. If we v:ant to o.vc:-t ::..:: !.::.pe.~!~!~g ccl:::..":lity c.nd 
n lltnto of thine;s Vlhjch may tr!'nsorm this ['looe 'nto an inferno, v:c 
ehould pu~b t11e development o_ · i'lyi•l£; machines and wil·ele 1<s trnwndss ion 
of enore;y without an instant'~ delay and with all the power and :rc­
.:::ourccs of the nation." . 

.. Tesla saw preventa tivc posnibili ties in his new invention 
which embodied "death ray" characteristics and which was made several 
years after the foregoing statement was written. He saw it· providing 
a' curtain or protect:l.on v;bich any country, no =tter how small, could 
use as a protection aguirot invo.sion. i•hile he m.te;ht o:f.fer it as a 
dei'ensi ve ·weapon,. ho•1ever, there would be nothing to stop military 
men from using 1 t as a weapon of offense. 

While I did not know the nature of Te.sla's plan I was con-
vinced that it did embody many discoveries that would be of 6o~er­
cial value, and theEe were the angles he should .seck to deyelop. I 
folt th~t if be could be induced to develop eo~e minor phase of his 
work that would have i=ediate co!l'.:nercial use he could derive an in­
con:e from it which would enable him.to.proceed with his more eluocrate 
plan:l. To this end I sout;ht to gain some insie;ht into his thoughtll, 
that v;ould ene.ble reG to get n pro.cticnl pl:m in operation. Th1:l wc.s 
no soerot:to Tcsln and ho successfully parried every-thrust I~adc. 

Tho clearest conception I got, and that was largely from 
. :Jcn t terce re:nnrku, una by cnking dcduction.s fro:n them, concerned a 

possible mnnr.cr in v:hich ono phase of his curta~n of protection 
might ope:-atc. !!.'his waa a "wc.r" nng_:a, ant'! as such,Al(~ld not ;intcrc:~t 

/ 0 0 - _,,2 .s1- C/' I 111 
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l'lO,. but: s:l.nt;e it :l.r>v"'ved 1111£;htnine balls," or 
very curious. Fil .lla lll.d alv1ays fasclna 
ev~rything I could'.:l.uy n:y hands on about them. 

"fire balls," I was 
o, and I had read 

A fil•e ball is n strange phenomenon associat~;d with ligpt-
~ng. ~omo of the energy of the lightning stroke appears to become 
locked into a b~ll shaped structure which may be of any size from a 
couple of inches to a foot in diameter. It looks li.ke n perfect 
sphere, bri[.htly incandescent v.nd floats like a bubble, being easily 
carr·ied by air currents. They may lost for n short tir:e, from a 
i'raction o1 a· .sccono to many seconds. In this interval, durir.g 
Yihich they atuy .fairly clo:;;e to the ground, tney may cowe close to 
many object::~ mthout damaginr; them or bcins damaged by them. Sud­
denly, fOl' no kno.1n reason, the ball e:xplodes doing as much dar:~age 
as a bomL, if·close to structures, arJd.no damaee if in the ?pen. 

The fire ball looked to me like a gic;antically enlarged 
model of the tin)' electron, one of the buildinr; blocks of matter, 
ilhich act:; as if it \'ere just a ::pboricnl &rt>a of space in \~hicb nn 
runount oi' energy was crystallized .to _f;i ve it structure. I .t'el t that 
lf it were·pozsiblo to discover hO\'I·a·:large amo\mt-oi'.energy wc.s · 
.stored in this fairy bub::,le structure of a fire b&ll a new insi£)J.t 
might be g~incd into the structure of tb2 electron ana other funda­
mental particles o1' matter. Also this method of storing cner(;Y 
could bo applied to a thous~nd usefUl purposes. · 

Vlhen I approached 'l.'esla 1·;i th pleas along this line ·to de-
velop this posaible p!ls.se of his discovery he would evade direct re­
ply by indulging ·in a, riot always, tolerant lcctu~e on my gullabiJ.ii;y 
in bclicvin; thco:::'ics nbout the co:::plcx st::-uct:u'c of the ato::1. r:::.Ec 
he l!ad in c2.rlicr -:Joers discussed sO!!'~ of his c;o:psri' "lees Ylith f:!.re 
balls in his laboratory at Colorado Sprlnris and exple~ncd uis theory 
of their formation, he would not in tho ~aLcr ~curs permit h~scli 
to be drawn into o. discussion of thel:l a.s a possible part of his nys­
tem. This, of course, lllB.de me suspicious that the clue was "hot" but 
I could bo co::opletely Ylrong in my conclu:oions. Te:::la v:as ver-y quick 
in dcte"ctint; my technique r.hen I sought to narro•1 dcmn a i'ield by 
trying to bet him to deny statements Ythcn·. he was adamant to direct 
question.s. 

I Tesla became i'~ilia.r ·-rnth the o~st;~~ti~e characteristics · .. 
of fire ball:1 in his experiments a.t Colorado Sprinp;s i·n 189J. E'o 
produced then quite by accidcont and saw the:n,.n:ore-than once, explode 
and :;batter h}.s tall ma:;t and also destroy apparatus Ylithin his 

L 

l.uboratory. :J.'be destructive action acconpanying the disintegration 
of a .fire ball, he declared, takes place with inconceivnbel violence. 

·ne studied the process by v;hich· they ~ere produced, not 
because he •1anted to produce tbcm but in oraer to eliminate the con­
ditions in which they were cre~tcd. It is not pleasant, be reJr,tod, 
to have a fire ball explcdo in ::,our vicinity for they will dcstrc:;-
enything they como in contact ?li tb. · . 

It will be ncccss~ry to reconstruct his statements from 
vory fragx.:.cntary notes r.nd a long distu.nce Llemory,. 



' 

I 

t 
• 

' ' j 
• 

• 

• 

"Purn:Jit::oscillat :3 1 or circuit:J, within tl mo.1n clr-
cU1 t Vlor"' n -:;ource ~ uaneor froru this. cause. l-v.1nts of reslstunce 
in tho main circuiL. could result in minor os.-~lating circuits be­
twe.t>n t'ermimla or between two points .. o1' resistance and the~e minor 
circuits wuuld have a very much hiebcr period of oscillation than 
the main circuit end could be set into oscillation by the mnin cur­
rent of lower frequency. 

"Even when the principal oscillating circuit was adjusted 
for the greatest efficiency of oper~tion by the dimination of all 
sources of losses the 1ire balls continued :;o occur but these v:ere 
due to stray higL frequency charges from random earth currents. 

"From .these experiences it became apparent tb.:lt the fire 
balls resulted from tho interaction of' tVIO frequencies, a stray 
higher frequency wave imposed on the lower frequency free oscilla­
tion ox tho main circuit. 

"As the free oscillation of the circuit builds up from 
tbe zero point to the quarte1• \mvo lent:;th node it pas::;es throngh 
various rates of change. In a current of shorter v:avelength the 
rates of change v1111 be .steeper. · Yihcn the two currents react on 
each other tho re::;ultnnt complex will contain a wave in v;hlch there 
is un extremely steep rate of change, nnd for the briefest instant 
currents rr~y move ut a tremendous rate, at the rate of millions of 
hor sepcwer. 

"This condition acts as a trigger ~1hich m'l.y ceuso' the total 
energy of tbe yowerful longer v:ave to be discharged in an infini.tos­
tn&lly s=ll 'inter\'o.l of tii:lO and nt a proportionately tremendously 
great rate of enercy m0·•cment which co.nnot confin~ itself to the 
meta:":. circni t and is relensed into st·.rroundin8 .space with incon­
ceivable v1olence. 11 

It is but a step, from learn1ne; bov1 a high frequency cur-
rent can explosively discharGe a lower frequency current, to using 
the principle to design a system in which the~e e:xplo~lons c~n be 
produced by intent. The follo17ing process appears a possible one 
but no evioonce is available tb.:lt it is tho ono '.l:esla. evolved: 
An os_cillator, such as he used to send power wireles.sly around the 
ccrth at Colorado Springs, is eet in operation at a frequency to which 
a given warship is resonant. The' co~1plex structure of a ship would 
provj_de a great ntL-:1ber of spots in l'll::.ich electrical oscillations w5.11 
be set up of a much higher frequency tban tho~e coursing throush the 
ship as a v.bole. ~·nesc parc..siste~currents will react on tbe main 
current causing the production of fireballs wnich by their explosions 
will destroy the ship, even more effectively than the explosion of tho 
magazine which would also take place. A second oscillator may be:u:Jed 
to tranSIIlit the shorter wavelength current. · 

· Sornev1ha t lD. te:;:- I learned the reason for Tesla t s reticence 
t'o discuss -d~tails. This came shortly after Stanley Baldwin re­
placed Neville Cb!1D1berlin as Prime 1linister of Great Britain. 

Tesla revealed that he had carried on negotiations with 
Prine 1o1nister Chumberlin for tho aale of his ray eyste:n to Great 
Britain for ~30,000,000 on the basis of his presentation thnt the 
device would provide complete protection for tbo Britinh Islos 
against any enemy approaching by sen or air, and would provide an 

llj 
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o.Licnsivc woupon to ''uch U.cro \'.t.c l1u <:c·lc;tl:lC • .tic VIO.!l convinced, · . 
l:io decJ.o'::.!'C~, of ti .nc<:r·l ty of J.:r. CllnmiJcr' ·~ nd bis intent to 
ndbpt-thc device~ 1t would have prevented e outbreak of the 
thorn threatening war, and would have made possible the continuation­
undor tho duress which this weapon would make possible - of the 

·working agreement involving Frrunce, Germany end Britain to maintain 
the stutus quo in Lurope. i'ihon Ch=bcrlin failed, at the Munich 
con1·cronce, to rctaJn this state of huropeon equilibrium it was 
necessary to cct rid of Chamberlin and :!.nstall a new Prlo::e Minister 
y;ho could r..a~:e tho effort to shift ono corner of the triangle from 
Gerrno.ny to Russia. Baldl'lin found no virt·"' in Tc.::la 1 s plo.n and 
prcemptorio.lly ended the necot1n tiona. 

Tesla was greatly disapl'oir.tcd by the collapse 01' hia ne­
gotiations with tbe British Government.. \'iith it there collapsed his 
hopes or pro<icing n demon!ltration of his n:o~t recent, and, Tlhat he 
considered 1 :tis mo~t ilr.portunt di~cover ics. He did not, however, 
dwell on the jubje ct; beyond the s inglc conversation ho did not men­
tion the r.19. t tor nt;nin. tie did not cot another• chance to finance the 
demonstration of tbo!oe discoveries. 

· DurinG the period in which the nc.:;otie.tions were being 
CIU'ricd on, Tesla declared, efforts had been ;;;ado to steal the in­
vention. His room had been entered and his I)Ctpcrs exruninod but the 
thieves, or spies, h:ft empty handed. There 1·::cs no danger, he said, 
thnt his invention could .be stolen for· be had <.:t no .time committed 
any part of it to paper. Be could trust his wo:::or'y to preserve every 
fino rietnil of his investigations~ This 'was true, he so.id, of all 
0.1 his la t c.r mo.j or d is cover ie s. 

The nature of his system r''·kes little differt.nce now; he 
b:J.s cone nnci. bas tal,cn it wit·r. him. Perhaps, if there is any com­
munication from beyond the veil that separates this lifo from 17hat­
evcr exists hereafter, Tesla may look down upon earth's strugglinr; 
mortals and find sorr.o v;ay of droppinc; a hint concerning v1ho. t be 
accomplisbec'c; but, if the situation is su.ch that this cannot take 
ple.ce, then we must await until tho btl!llan ra.cc produces anotber 
'l'cola. 

. .. 

ooo 

.. 
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·• 1 1''LfV''I~.T!"~I CONT~lNED ·. , .. -·•·''' ' ' '" · April 30, ·. ~ · · .·: 13 u;:cLA.ssm.E&J. 
·· .'.~E 7-3- (() B'j~ 

Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with 

enclosures. It was certainly aost thoughtful of you to 

furnish us this information, and your interest and 

courtesy are indeed appreciated. 

MAILED 6 

APR 3 01976 
-l 

Fll 

Sincerely yours, 

C. M. Kelley 
Clarence M. Kelley ~-

Director :. 

NOTE: Bufiles' indicate limited correspondence with..­
last outgoing 6-27-73, in reply to his request concerning 
papers of Dr. Nikola ~esla~ Dr. Tesla was a world-famous 
electrical inventor, and at the time of his death in 1943, 
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous 
to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. 

•··-·
0 ''·--'I'he book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J, O'Neill, alleged that 

~::~:~~~-the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
........ , .. , property. Bufiles indicated the Office of Alien Property of 
~:.·..,... the Department of Justice did ao. Bufile 100-2237-23. 

GPO 

II) 
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JUN 16 ~ 

~CnHI>!b .${a{~>!$ .$~>!nate 

To ensure proper hand\ ing please return al! 
correspondence TO THE ATTENTION OF: 

Respectfully referred to: 

FBI 

Please 1·espocc to tne attached inquiry in 
C1uplicate: a'lc return the enclosurE-. Thank 
you for yoJr co0pcra~ion. 

' JUN'i7 1976 

Au:oc. Oir. 

Dep, AD Adm 
Dep. AD lnv. 

Asst. Oir.: 

Ad'm. Serv, '\1'1 
Ext. Affairs't!, 
Fin, & Pers. _ 

Gen. lnv, 

ldent. 

Ins pee~ 
lntell, __ _ 

laboratory _ 

Legal Coun 
Plan. & Ev~/-
Rec:. Mont. . -

i --
1 Spec, lnv, _ 

I 
Training_ 

Telephone Rm 

Director Sec'y.-

f 

i 
I ~~~~r 

II h 
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Bcnorable 
UJli Ud State. -11a1::e 
~-.D. C. JtSl.O 

Dear Stmato: 

·' 

!'he ·effecu of 0%. •u.ola or .. la .. n t,.. IIIII, after 
Ida dNtb, I!'}" the Office of Alleu Poropa&"Cy of tM ~~· s •t 
of J-Uoe ud aot by ~he PII. liace .. tid DOt particip4ate 
in the haadlinq of Dr. Tesla'a belc:I'P.P, I - ..-Je to 
fuxuiah the itafozaatiOD ~ 4e•icre. 

A copy of yoor "" "'I caUas a4 of tbU reply an 
bein<? referred to t:he Depan:-nt of JW!t:ice -~ the enclosure 
to your C'Qnl~Wlic:ati~ is bain~ retunaed u nq\MU!tod. 

Si:noarely yOIII'a, 

C. M. Kelley 

Cl.azoeDc:e N, Z.lley 
DireoUrz" 

llaclo.ure 
l - A8sistant Attorney General - Bnclosazes (2) 

CiY!l Diviaion 
l - Milwaukee - Bllcloaures (2) 
1 - Office of Congressional Affairs - Enclosures (2) 
HOTE; 'l'his re!!pO!lee is consistent with past responses Ul 

inquiries of a similar nature. Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that the Office of Alien Property took possession of 

• Tesla's papers following his death. 

A.uoc. [>Or. 

..... o;,,, 
Adm.lerv,_ 

fin. & Pen._ 

Gen.lnv,_ 

.... ~,,, __ 
lntell, __ 

Labor.,tory­

Le1al Cou"·­
f'ion. & E vai.-

Re~.M'il"'·­
Spec.lnv._ 

Training-­

T•Iepio,one lilm. _ 

Di•eclor Sec'y-

(l) I -1 

'l};;_ MAILlQ IQ ~ 

1 JUN 2 3 t976 l 
'.;··· ,., ·.:·· 

-.~ . 

FBI/00..1 
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TO 

FROM 

1 
SUBJECT: 

1 
1 

' 

Mr. Bresson ;) DATE: 2/25/80 

Auo(. Du. 
D~r,. AD Ad•- __ 
0., AD 111.-. __ 

A.ul o,,_ 
Ad!!! Sern. __ _ 

'"• llh. - ---­
lliolll. ------- _ 

'•'•" --~. 
Lobo<otc"'l' ___ _ 

L,....t Co ... 
Plofl & ln•p __ _ 
Roc.il~Jnl __ 

Toclio. Sons. ---
Tro;,..,,, __ _ 

Pwhlu All.. ON. __ 
r .. ,,,., ... a •. -· 
o ..... , •..• s.,., ---

FREEDOM OF INFCRMATI~ ACT DISCLOSURE \"•\ r"•\i !\\NtU 
REGARDING DR. NIKOLA'-TESLA _1 I. \~lrO~~\.\~l~r('S\r\U~ 

\ r:-c:~~·. \S ,, . '{jfld_ 
Pl'?POSE: D,~,E~B ~-

To reduce time spent on handling of requests for 
information on captioned subject and to promote uniformity 
of disclosure. 

DETAILS: 

A search of FBIHQ central records indices reflects 
that Dr. Nikola Tesla is carried as the subject of Bufile 
100-2237. Virtually all information in this file is inquiry­
type correspondence. For purposes of FOIA releases, copies 
of this material have not been made and requesters have been 
so advised. Copies of the remaining material in the file 
totalling 29 pages, however, has been processed for disclosure. 
Numerous requesters have sought information relating to 
Dr. Tesla under the FOIA. Therefore, it is recommended that 
the disclosure documents maintained in Bufile 190-16504-4 be 
considered the preprocessed release appropriate for responses 
by the Initial Processing Unit for any further requests for 
information on this subject. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Initial Processing Unit, FOIPA Branch, 
Records Management"Division, add captioned case to their 
list of preprocessed cases and GPR~e any future requests 
for such information./ ()o -_Z ~..:> ~-

1 
1 

l00-223/4P_ 
1 1~~+.;:~·65tl4~8Q . ' :' . 

7) 

... ·-~0 

-------
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

I~\ 
F 8< COJ 
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!''¢;I ill SOlJtej 

'l.our recent letter requestin9 laformation aoncerninq 
Dr. ~Atol&7~•lo has been received. 

'fhe cffacr~ cf Dr. 'l'a:la varw il;po-undad, aftar JUs 
death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Dep&r'taent of 
Justice and not by the FBI. We have no preprinted .. terial 
available for public distribution regardir.g Dr. ~eala. Bow- ~ 
ever, under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 0).' '·. 

7

, .··\ 

~ 
«> 
C!J 
::;:, 

(Title 5, t'ni ted States Coce 1 Section 552) 1 requests have been 
-de in the past reqarding your topic and there .. y be clocu-
aenta available to you under title 28--COde of Pederal 
ltequlationa. 

%f you are interested in seekiog such ~ts 
under the Preedoa of Information Act, you should aake a 
separ 
Preed 

ate inquiry, clearly aarkin9 tbe envelope and letter as a 
oa. of Information Act request, and direct it to the 

Diree tor, Pederal Bureau of Xn.,..tigation, tth lt:r-t and 
ylvania Avenue, N.W., Waal:lin9ton, D. C. 20535. In the Penna .. r you must request documents reqardin9 the ~lfie topic 

~ in 
r 
iii 
1&. 

tereat to you. R£C.. 79 u.,,, 
/dO-

Sincerely youral.,., 

·I llii 
! 

Cl: ~· 
William L. Bailey 
J.aaiatant Dir~r 2. AUG 7 1979 

••••'· o''·-1---~ Enclosure 
Dop. •o ••·- Room 6958 · 0.,. AD In•. _ - , • 

..... o; .. , (This corresPOndence resPOnse !mav enqender a future 
Ado.S.~•·--quiry.) . • r'~< '• -·-- :~ 
(11111.111¥,__ \1~- , :· 

ldent. ~ 

'•'•"· NOOE: Based upon available,,ipforn-,ilt.JDn, 'vPrrespondent 
Lob.uoto~±dcntifiaLle in Bufiles. I"· ~ ! .. · . '"~ 
L-.oiCovn._ 

pJ ... &J.~ ""· M,... ·lch (4) 
Tt-t\1. Sen• • , 
Troining · . · ', ~ '-

P,blic Afh. OH. ~ 
Telephone R•. _ 

-- ··--· ---
FOIA in- (i) 

is not tf:J 
\~d-

• FB,OC 

't 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
~om;m FEDERAL BUREAU O~.INVESTIGATION 

TO BLOG ROOM ""' m!rN;,~~~~~ro~~U•Ti'~~N ~~--~~-~lL~-~~~,.~~~=-.?~ _-_: 
__ 2T~ 1'142 Mr. Cc.lwe:l :?S rlSCL05.~.E. <:!:~-;_·. 
___ JE~-~ 7llO __ ~M_r. Boynto~. 235 J£H 6995 tolr. Brl'sso:-:/~; ·-- -~"~-

JEH · 7110 Mr Mocre 2'5 JEH 6994 ~ .. ·..-.s;~;,,.,--.,,~, · 

H4 

--~--=-t-------<: ___ · --·- --- ----~--~ 

JEH i 5829 Kr. Buley/Rogers 

__ :_:E~--[-=-8!~---. O'Brien/Lus 
i ' 
~- ------

JEH I 6296 Hr, 

RECOMMENDATION/COMMENT 
SEE REMARKS ON REVERSE 
MAKE COPIES (NO. 
RETURN 

(/;) 
(7) 
(C) 

0 LOG 
0 FILE 
0 SEE ME 
0 CALL ME 

NECESSARY ACTION 
COORDINATE 
PER INQUIRY 
INFORMATION 

'. 



Of. ,~t. _ 

. cor~r:;;V;_·,L 
THE UNDEDRETARY OF DEl ,sE I 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301 

RESEARCH AND 

ENGINEERING 

9 FEB 1981 

I t . 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SUBJECT: Papers Recovered on the Death of ~licola Tesla (U) 

(U) We understand that the FBI may have possession of a number of papers 
found after the death of Nicola Tesla in 1943. Nicola1Tesla was a brilliant 
electrical engineer (i.e. the Tesla Coil) who was a p1oneer in various 
aspects of electrical transmission phenomena. 

(C) We believe that certain of Tesla's papers may contain basic principles 
which would be of considerable value to certain ongoing research within the 
DoD. It would be very helpful to have access to his papers. 

(U) Since we have really no idea of the possible volume of these papers, 
we would be happy to provide a researcher who could assist you in reducing 
the magnitude of the search. If there are further questions, I am the ~ 
point of contact within the DoD and can be reached at 695-6364 or 695:?~17: ) 

J {)-""=\/ CteL ~ . ~ -;::,~~ ~ .. _., 
Allan J. Maclaren 
LtColonel, USAF 
Military Assistant 

~FORMATION JJfAMii c and Space Systems 

Classifed by: 
Declassify on: 

DUSDRE/S&SS 
February 1987 

50 MAR . ,,. 

IS UNCLASSIFIED .}) 7(., 

'/' 30 798 j 
, .. ' I.. 1 co:~ ... ·~ 

·--
,. ~ 1'"1 

. ,.,., J 2 1981 ---rb7G 
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t"' ··.-' ·.1····· -:..J"·..--T~r·.· ••· """'"" • ._, ____ J_~ .. --t- ... 1""" ...... ~- ..... , ~~' 

:~.i:!t..:ry 7".!;ci~~:.-·:· ~ · 
&trat~;ic u.;! Sp:..ce SyateMI 
O!!~co Q! the ~A~er Sec~etary 

o! Oe!e:".-~ 
r.aahin<-t.on, .:l. ~- 20301 --

_. ---- -~ - -... 

I"o-.:r :-e-:-,or<~mou;-_ c-f Ftkr!.!:fl 9 r~Jeatin:' acceaa t.o 
ac:l«~ti!ic i:•ap.::ra o! or. M1lr;:lo c•ta wllic!l ~:light be ir. 
fil~s h~s hcc" r'!."~e.=e:i to -Y' ofU.ce t<.>r .r<:ply. 

1>. freli~ 1rary review e>f c~r tilu J.r>dicat'-'5 tha.t t~Q 
I'_: C:.i<- not p-'!.rt1c:i;>"tc ir. thil han<!lin<; c:>! !lr. 'rea:U's ~lon:-
1;~--.s; !"c.llowi:::: ~in :!onth i:. 'icn.· Yorl. City 1,-, Jar.,,ary, 1!H3. 
:.is r-a:~ra we-re e1:ar·in<::J by rep·~ser.t.Uivcs cr the ~f!ic'!! 
c~ /.lien l'ro;->t rty, t;le uav"i t>eplrtl'!AW!'!.t ar.' the 0~'1~ o! 
:icicx.ti~ic "-e&el\rch An<o De-~:!lO?i'r.nt.. In P'eLrul!r.{, lt4 , , 
p.<~:;.crs a;';,ann:tly vere rol.,ea"c~ t. o I!r. ~&\-"-" ~;. T.oa:s!" • ~'\ \ 
iJr. ·~.:sl::~.' s n<::<'!-."'"' ~~-;:; the a.:~inistra tor of l:J.11 e•ta. e. 
_ .. r -- ..... ~,._~.,vic ':.s .e.-- ·rr rs :d- th .... •1· c \,;r~ "1 r"e-· ,..,.. .. ,, 'r,a.,-· .. 
~-c~-~-:~: -~--:: 'l'o!~~~ ·:~~-·~·-~or;-:: ~ ~ - . - •-. - ,,_ ~-~-~ 

tc rc:·~:. 

at t..n·.-_ 

I 
~! 

I 
~ 
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'A ccl:)·lct.f:~''"!'.:.~, o: o.u; rf'tri;,•~~cleo fU1111 co~c:.r:,-@ 
in_; :~· ~:i~--~le ,~C3~~ s':.v.t~ ~ t\~~ al; ~··l~e~ "'~r .. : aat~ri~l ~1•_ hi3 .. ~~ -· 
i. 'llC:..,.~J.-.l( J.l.ol.l~r,.; ... 6.l.u ... ~ .at~~\..,;. li.c 0 .. ui.o. ..... _.t._. Ctl w~r .... :ir.J ~, 1 
..,c!"'- t--l~e;~ . .;. 1:1 t:..c.. cu.&.t;:.-:~1 ~~ t~~ la.li\:-.:-. ~ro.-....:~ty -:u.st..:;.::i.~:a 
U!::..-.:. soal !:.•!' Ll'oc Jr .. !..l(-.:. :,L.:.t~f :;.:."/!'!"~:-.. :-.t. ':'!"l~~~ :::ut~.:-i..:..l.z 
:1..1\r;... :..cvt.:r !:.t.tuA ix. t.l • .: ~r ... ~r c~.:..~d~, o!' t:ac l':l·. 

·~ .;. J ' 
"~.I~ -.., .. ___ ....,, _.,.;, ~~-~- ........ -

• '0. • ' • r 

~ . .., ...;._·t.cr: .. l. ........ .:. •. 

-. !.~~'".:..:. ·,.}' hi .:.!...~ .:. ... .!-t v;.l·.~ ... t- t. :._•; . .!t:; .. ~ .:.:-l..:1L..:.:: ..-~r c~~ jrt 
t.;U..4l..: .to.:.: !vl!:l:;... Li.:i c! !'.:--.etA ""'-'!'"(! exo.-..in.cl al t:~e ·! .. rJ'.st.tan 
•. Q.[\,; ~w.u.;.,c ~~-i Sl~ra-;c .:J: >"-=::: z..l S2n-·: -....-.. ·1 7t~. 1\.v.:l~t.;.~, ~t:'tf ;:,:,.:-}.1 
~ . .:.v ·_·:.,r}., vhcr"J tJ:tt~y ll;"·!'llru:,tl.;t \if.:r~ t..a.ke:. aftr.r hit C.;.:.:.t~l. i-~r­
tic.il"-'\..in.· l..! t.:~i& c:;~·-<ir,~t!.o:l \:~rc r'-.:;,z:-cs-:~t~ti\"f"t !r~--~ the 
· .. ...:..; Y\.Jrlc ll4:.-! ~--At;~·~in·-;t.c·.:. .:.;(~.iCP~- ~! t:.:.c hlia:-.. P::=>?~rt~· :\!tt.u.J!.:tr:, t.:·~e 

..-------r;':'ica or .5cie:lti::ic ;.:c:>ei:<rc:. ar:~ :levelo;-·~e:-.t. at the "'•••:.-
-1. """w c'-•usatts I!l:;t.itutr c-r ':'c.:l-.; . .,lc.-. .,-, t!..L O!'!!cc o~ !.4·1~1 Intel-

.,_ 11-... ,;:tcf.;, dl~-1 t.."!litc! St~t.C!i :~.:!va!. 1-~c:;.o.;.;r..:!~... ':'1""::? r::I C..i.., not 
to: ~ ~r-c!ci;x.t~ i1~ th!c &a.:.ir..stlc.:,. (65-47953 section 1) 

I I:;. wl!:;: ~hr. cor.:si-lE:re.:: orinior. o!: ;:o arc.·~··~ ... ~ o!: those 
o.n.a"'i~G;::s "th~t. t~erc: e:.:i:;t. A==:,; ::Jr. 'f'e::la'a pApers &IW ?O•sea­
a1on:s no acientific notes, descriptions of hitt,erto unreveale~ 
~t~OOs or Javic:ce, ct· a;tu.al ll~! .. .::.r~tl:.c t:!:ic~1 could be of" 

..,. _____ _..:li:;nil.iccnt vnluc t.o t!.ic co·,mtr~· or w:1lc!. voul:! constitut<;! a 
' hazar<! in u:.frion:!l;.• han<! a. • '1'h~rc w-as t..'I01.1<J~t to be oo 
l-AD&. ... _ 
L.c•DA4•.-= •-•ous_ 
Aut. Dh.: 

····»"'·­Cria.l .... __ ,.,_, ___ _ ,.,.u ___ _ 
LoMr.tory_ 
Legale ..... _ 
Pion. & I up. _ 
ht.M,IIt. _ 
Tu~. s,,.,, __ 
Traiai"B-­

P.\.Iic Afls. 011. _ 
T1l1phu Ra. _ 
Di••cto•'• s,,·,. _ 

toc:-.nical or :iilitr.ry r~a:on v''j' !urt:,~r eu!t.cj:· o! t}-.c property 
ahoul<! bf:\ i:Ct&in~".:. Ho'.~evcr, our files iodicato tllat cort:~in 
?Af>Or<;, whi'171< '\0'-lre ru:;-z;.rC!c1 a'l tv?i:al o! r.u.ol.a Tesla '• vr1Un·;• 
n' t'· ., ..•. t· '• •. " . ··-1-' o' l""~ ~ "'"'42 ;.~~- "'··· -v', ~-)r ffj ""'~~' "','"". ~·• ·· ....... :,..; ' .. ·-·-·.i~, .. ..- .. .,0 ~ "!"',;..-·~- 1 "'...,.,-.... ·~u·•'-' '-'· ~ . 

~'·- ~~:·'~'L!,,r =a. •:.?Fl·· ~') t-:• ·~~·t-=·: :/ ~': ·"•li7cf:J~~37-
_,, . ...-...... '"• (65-47953 sect1on 1) y_'.la I'' ;. .JI.7 

\ . i ._ DE-11~ • Mf'.R 25 mt 
1 \ \\ ~E 
l -
1 ,_ .......... 

\- .. """"-­:. '.-

-- -
-·:~ .... t·\ ... ··~·- . , 

I d.. b 
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• Col. A. :J. "''acl..aran 

ll -•o d<1ted Octob~ 17, l94S', f.,o,. cw,. New Yort 
Office :sa;cl t.r.a~ ot that timt Dr. feria 1s effect.S Tn•airtt'.i 
at ~~~t' Manl>olten S'tore_s~ Wii!'CSI\011-sC' i..n so"'~ 75 paclri119 bo):f'S 
and tlt..nk• lllldo~ ae.U o~ the alew 'llozolr OO&Ifare...,,t of 'f&lllltion. 
~k9 r~ntal !or this storage. ·~~roxiaatoly ~15 ~r .o~tb, 
W4S being pa14 by C~~lotte Mu,~r, 134 ~~t 6)r~ ~treet; 
l:c., I'vrlt. r.~ York., v!::o VZlS listrt<l a a !U). agent !~r S<lva Xo:so1:1ov i;;:h, 
Dr. ~e,Io'a naphe~ A~ a~1~is~rator ~f hi~ estate. (65-47953-14) 

On Octobnr 26, ltt5, 
$cient.i:.t. ~w ~l 

Xt wa~ e~;·l~lns~ to 
YEI ha .. ! no juris!ict.ion over Tos.l&'s 'll:'i.~C1-~D, • 

referrod to ~~c ~f<ie~ o! t~~ ~lien Pro~rty Cust~jiAn. Dureau 
file~ ~~ not in~icat~ whether the ~en ever exa~int~ ~eslA'a 
belon9in,9S. (65-47953-15) 

j·he Tesla etieets rema.ined in reo~ 
H4nh~~t.;m 5tcra.ge Company. ln t.he l9,0s, J'IU 
eooopa.n:t 1114lld9Mient tha~ the only recordet.f 
bv "Federal a.!.lt..'1or i t.ieu• in .January, 194 3. 
-..ro~lle 1 th.'lt the t11<1n !.la.! t&1;"n 

:;.; .3"1..: ~.L oi U:.a 
Agents vere told 
t hAc! beu DQI!.a 

Us ~oacr iptiort of t.'le •7U1;Jnent u~ J "':>1.1lc! t~n.: to ahCN t!:.at 
a o::~icro!il•': ~eprcxluetion v~a C!lde o~ t.'le paptors ol t.!ltt Jeceaae.c!. 
(65-47953-27) . . 

:r.u- file~ do not r•fleet .sn:: :-ert!.nent in~or!ll.'lti:>n 
0:1 t.he '!'esla z:.at~rlala since t."l.il.t ll.t.tc. '!'heir curro:t vheroabouts 
or con~iticn axe not re!leete~ in our files. 

!'cr further 1nf'on~&tion re7&rl!b:g thia uttar, yoa ;:.ay 
vis~• to c::ontact the Ol!ioe of t!:.e Alien Pro;wtrt7 C\tst~i•n and 
t!a.., other Pe--~e:ral •~eneiea llle!!.tioneJ above. 

I hope ~hat vo have been.ot as!'llsU~ ~ jov.. 

- 2 -

Sint:e~ 

·:..:;-/r:. "io·1c; 
~asi~t~n~ ~i~cct~r ic Ch~r~c 
~~:~tc.· ·J~ ~c::;'!':"c:"l!')ion~l 

,.,;· . P'.!'_\1.!~-: r.~!air~ 

( -O'""'I'~ ...... ~ - o·r-·-) 
...... L • _... ' 0 • ••' .. • # .. 
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I. 

\d.l 



I 

1 

Lt. Col. A, ~. ~e~r~n 

~tOTE: On l'"ebr~ary 9, 198J. Co 1. Nac:Lar-a.,. ~~~Tote to us inqui.r i.r~g 
abo~l the sclefitiCLc papers 6f Dr. ~i~Oli Tesli. In~ retur~ 
letter of tkra!1 ', ve infor-.1 bi"' t.h.at: • t.!lOS'OUih ..-evi,ew Gf 
o~r file& voul~ he ~ie ie ••arch of th~ information .. requested. 
Th1.:! va:; .toae an..! 1\e 1• t>ain1 1ntor111:.o<.! or the re&ults. '!e&l.a. • • 
?1pere h~vu been th~ ~jcct or n~aroua in7Ulr1es by •&r1ou3 
i::td1v!Jua.ls ani! or'1ar.1ut.1CR".a slnoe his Jc&t~. ni receiv1:1:l 
over 20 ?OJA r•quea~ ~n th1a matter duri~~ t~ period 1973-
l!eC~ ~AttAr C!>Or~inatea viU: F':)I..~ sect!oni !r.o .. 

- l -



OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

RESEARCH AND 

ENGINEERING 

Mr. Roger s. Young 
Assistant Director in Charge 
Office of Congressional and Public 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Young, 

Affairs 

I 1 APR 1981 

~-rtl.M 

~J--~~ /.;_ I· 
. "ffi 

Thank you very much for your letters of March 

: \!;! 
10 and March 20, 1981/ in 

0 
response to our request re Dr. We very much appreciate the effort 

N I - ·I;-
that must have gone • On behalf of the Deputy Under Secretary 

(Strategic and Space Systems), Dr. S. L. Zeiberg, 1 would like to thank 

you and the people who spent their time searching out the relevant data. 

Sincerely, 



I 

• 

' 

. ' li 
£f.Y 

Director of the FBI 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 
!!! ... ----~·~·~· ·i··e~ ·. -:--c.: r·. ·:. ·::::..J · I :·,·_ .. ··' _ . ..., '-!.~··,:~;· __ ..__·:~:;:..._:.:.....;_.. . 

,:),:,,::;!\ \'j ."~). !.;i';$\r\-:,\._\;p\' 

While attending 

electrical genius, 
n J' I ., 

college, I. came 4C;7fi. s ;n article about the 

Nicolai 'resla.·1i. es ·a was an electrical 

genius with such peers as EDISON and WESTINGHOUSE. Tesla 

designed the basic generator and was the first man to introduce 

alternating current to the people. The article, written in an 

underground SanFrancisco newspaper, stated that Tesla also 

worked with electromagnetic waves and supposedly built a plant 

that could harness the electromagnetic waves out of the earth's 

atmosphere sufficiently enough to use them as a source of elec­

tricity. The article stated that Tesla built such a plant and 

lit up a city street 150 miles away by sending the electromag-

netism via radio waves. This method is presently being used in 

electronic warfare. After that, the article stated that the· 

FBI confiscated his plans and buried them in your archives. 

Their reasoning was that such a free form of energy would knock 

out a big chunk of the oil, coal, and nuclear forms of energy 

and their contributions to the economy(money for research and 

employment). All I want to know is if there is any truth to 

this story and if so what was the FBI's reasons and when are the 

archives opened again so that Tesla's work could come to light 

-~-

again. Now bear in mind that this man was ~~~ric!l~g~iu~ ~~ 

and even had a unit of electrical measure n~fd ·afte~~~ ~ 
r --

he did figure o1t .\way to utili:z;e the earth's electroma~~~.~J~ 1.1 

waves then I belfeve that we are ready to gradually phase out --
our dependence on oil, ease the volatile tension in the Middle 

~E~a< and pu< all <ha< money p<ea•n<ly going '(r~~aba in<o 

\')0 



• 

I 
• 

I 

space research, joint international research and deep-sea 

research to help solve our population problem. I am talking 

about huge sums of money being released that could speed up 

the experts present projected times of prooucing significant 

gains in these still relatively new fields. 

You could at least take the time to check out what I am 

saying and judge for yourself whether or not the archives 

should be opened now to put the world back on a more secure 

heading. 

I) I 
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August 7, 1981 

Juclqe 1febater llu referred JORI' lett.r of July Zt.t 
to - for a zoeply. A abeak of ouzo H:Y. indicat:ea Dr. 1U.kola 
hala'a effeeta were t'll'o •n.1ec! ef~ Ilia a.&tb ~ the Office 
of Alien Property of the ~ of ~t.ioe aa4 110t by 
the PBI. llhU.e yoar lJ~t:ereat 1e i.Jr'u' -wnotat.l!, tbe PBI 
is unable to anaver year queationa u - did act participate 
in the handling or have anything t:o do with the storage of 
Dr. Teala'a belongioqa. 

~ be u helpful u poeslble, I - f~ a 
aopy of thla a •nioat.J.OD to tM D11ut •t ~ ~. 

Ro9U i. 'iCJaD9 --r 
Aaaiatant Director ie·Charge 
Office of Conc.Jreaaioraal 

.-.4 Public Affairs·· 

/~ 
' 

~cUII~.Msistwtt··~&ttom.,~M"ra!~lleqlleclosure = 
Civil Dlvieion it • ~ {4r~ 

NOTE: is not identifiable in Bufiles. Dr. ~sla 
.... •• .... - \ died on have rgeiye.4 .... ~ correspondence Z/J. 'jl. 
l•oc AD A4•. ~. • ' t:' lT':I"'V"'"• '{ ........ ,.=\; regar~in_g his belongiDqs whi ~:-;rl!l;e· ~ded by the Office • 
..... D;,_, • of Al1en Property of the Deparb'tlent of Ju~~ 

§.,~~· , •. <4 > l~. ' _

1 
vnc ~ 1~ ort Ui.,~l _ _ ~ ~1-Jf 

L•Mrdry_ · , r 1·; ' •.l 
L-tol c.R. - ~:\~ .· 
Plo11. & lup. _ 
a., Nt•t._ 
T•ch. s., .. , __ 
Troi•NII-­

P,IIiic .lHs. OH. _ 
Tt lophou R • . _ 
Dir•cter'' Sec'J _ MAIL ROOM [l\ I t 

' I ' 
--- ~ 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 
0 Teletype 

~IMi~ 

TO: 

FROM: 

entirety. 

FBI 

Pf"!;CEDENCE: 
0 Immediate 
0 Priority 
0 Routine 

DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATTal : INTD, 

CLASSIFICATION: 
0 TOP SECRET 
0 SECRET 
0 CONFIDENTIAL 
0 UNCLAS E F T 0 
0 UNCLAS 

Date 

This communicatien is classifiea "Se~et" in its 

Re telephone 
Division, to Supervisor 

Cincinnati 
, on 8/11/83. 

Enclosed for the Bureau and Rew York is one copy 
each of pertinent pages from the 1981 book titled "Tesla: 
Man Out of Time" by Margaret Cheney, with important passages 
underlined. 

contact SA 
RA regarding possible FBI 

SECRET et':S~~. f'Jt fE"Q' ' 

1 if ~ s 2 Decla-~'llfv on: OlDR C ass ie y:. 26 -,-~,lf'-b 
Declassify ~i 00,! ~~ (J(} Z' _,..,_7 .!.-"- 1.. U1IB" ' ~ ~ I - _~,. :J --

Bureau (Enc. l)t;Nt.;Ul!S ~ ~..,. I ,• ' ' 
- New York (Enc. 1) • · if 
- Cincinnati .. '.. '' .. :::~ :. 

Approved: 4%-
53 N l'\ - 'jf ~ ('?V 

(Number) (Time) 

133 


