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9, ‘Tice Mr. Belmont

, M, kigtory

FROM : F, A. Brmr:éan , - Zeantaan ' Bowdnss
)- . Mohr

SUBJECT: .WQEKMCE}I{__ , Parsons

q “/ Rosen

S GOVERNMENT

Tamm
Nease
Winterrowd
ptiénaed a privagp exhNpition of-exira sensory Tele. Roon —
percep given by ifr. William Toos ad\American Legion —
Leadguarters in Washington, D. C. Thisexhibition was Ihformal GWI'D!-:Z{,
and attended PP twenty individuals, princX

the Veterans Adrinistration. O,
) i — T ;"? e B L IS g "‘*-..N

, ir. Foos, resident of Bichmond, Va., is u high school T
graduate employed in a minor capacity with the C. and O. Railuay.
About two years ago he became“Interested-in -extra sensory perceptfon— —-
(a term probably technically inaccurate) and began experimenting with
members of his family. He claims to have achieved amazing success
and in recent weeks has received a considerable am ublicit
in th ] area.

PO

w ¥

e Is holding a number of exhibitions lotally in an apparent attemp
to create interest in his ability to teach the blind to see. He
has appeared at Duke University uhere experiments have long been

conducted on the power of extra sensory perception, and various 7
government agencies (including the Veterans Administration) are
very much interested. b7«

Very simply, Foos claims the ability to teach the blind
to seey; in gix montis to teach a person without eyes to see
sufficiently well to drive an automobile safely. He disclaims any
supernatural power and, not being a scientist or physician, has no
technical or scientific explanation. He merely states that a
person can do what he makes up his mind to do. He claims to have
taught not only members of his Jamily but approximately 25 other
individuals as well, including persons completely blind, to see
with 100% efficiency.
- To tllustrate his ability, his caughter, Margaret Foos .
(about 16 = 17 years of age) was blindfolded by the observers with =
pads and an elastic band, thereafter reading, distinguishing colar\;
and moving about the room with complefe ease. '
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Belmont from Branigan
Re: E/XTRA SENSORY PERCEPTION

minute handuriting submitied by those in attendance, accurately
trace the written material and in all ways function_ without error
as with complete vision. JIn answer to a questionm
-as to uhether distance was a factor, Foos stated a e
recent public exhibit Largaret had distinguished colored balloons
at a distance of 400 feet. In answer to another gquestion as to
uhether motion would complicate the problem, llargaret played the

childhood game of jacks using a small (17" diameter) rubber
ball, deftly retrieving it regardless of angle of bounce. L’,%

XMr. Foos uas questioned as to his ability to teach
a person to read an article covered by a pad or to see through
a wll. He at that time avoided a direct—answer;—stating-ithat———~-—
because of the defense aspects of such a possibility he uas not
at liderty to discuss it. Iater, however, in private conversation, .
he claimed that he had taught one of his students to accurately
read an article completely obscured by heavy cardboard and
that teaching the ability to see beyond a solid masonry wall
was merely a matter of degree. XHe would pursue this matter no
Jurther.

inquired of Foos as to his general

method of teaching - whether individual tutoring was essential.
He stated that he had taught a group with equal facility. He
Jurther stated that he had found it much easier and had had
greater success in teaching the physically blind rather than those
with ordinary vision. b7 &

OBSERVATI .

Should his claims dbe well-founded, there is no limit 57&'
to the value which could accrue to the FBI - complete and
undetectable access to mail, the diplomatic pouchy visual access to
buildings = the possibilities are unlimited insofar as law enforce-
ment and counterintelligence are concerned.

' As fantastic as this may appear, the actuality of extra
sensory perception has long been recognized ~ though not to the
degree of perfection claimed by Mr. Foos. It Is difficult to

see how the Bureau can afford to not inquire into this matier more
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" Belmont from Branigan
Re: EXTRA SENSORY FPERCEPTION

Jully. * Bureau interest can be completely
discreet and controlled and no emdarrassment would resz]t.

RECOLENDATION: .

e ind to see, bearing in min remendous
potential to the FBI should these claims prove uéll founded. Attached
Jor approval is a memorandum for Richmond Office with cfpz‘es Jor Mobile.
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Oﬂice Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

1 - Charlott |
1l - Ri:lx';mgndo(62-1269) CORDEM] '%
F 3p7C mm:xen-n éé

: DIRECTOR, FBI | PATE:  pugust 13, 1957

SAC, RICHMOND (@-1269)
@

“‘“”J"C’r RY : PERCEPTION
: INFORMATION CONCERN

Re Bulet July 22, 1957.

Y2

: L £
The records in the library of the Richmond Timeslgi:;atch

and the Richmond News-Leader, newspapers R Virginia,
were checked on August 9, 1957, by SA which re-
flected an article by K. LEWIS WARREN, date lined June 17, (1957),

which related that MARGARET F00S, a sixteen year old high achool
girl had demonstrated with her father, WILLIAM FOOS, of Ellerson,
irginia, methods by which WILLIAM FOOS hoped to teach the blind
to read. Cotton pads had been placed over the eyes of MARGARET
FO0S, secured by a black elastic blindfold, and in that condition
she had, found and read passage from a magazine furnished by a
reporter and had read samples of handwriting as well as verses

#.  from the Bible by requeat from the audience,
. The article further stated that WILLIAM FOOS did not

claim to be a psychologiast or to have had even elementary know-
ledge of the subject; however, he claimed to. bave iread everything
possible on the subject of Extra Sensory Poroeﬁtion since atarting
his experiments aome two years previoua.
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RH 62-1269

The article further stated that FOOS was a foreman
in the salvage warehouse of the C, & O, Rallway on leave of
absence, that he started experimenting with the children who
visited his place in Hanover County, Virginia, to fish and ride
his horses and later began working with f riends. Further, that
F00S had recentlé been to Duke Upiverslty where he had demon-
strated for two days belore Dr, JOSEPH B. RHINE, an eminent
authority on the subject and other members of the Parasychology
Department of the Univerasity.

The erticle then states that FOOS impressed the viewers
as being thoroughlvy sincere and stated that his main interest
in his project is to help the blind; however, he refused to
divulge his methods of teaching, but believed he ean teach
other instructors in the field,

The article further set out that FOOS hoped to obtain
a charter for Extra Sensory Perception Research, Inc., and listed
the backers and members of LR6 OIganization &S ﬁEﬂHY CARAVATI,
Richmond Public Relations Man, WILLIAM CANTOR, an auctioneer,
and ROBERT CANTOR, a lawyer. Further, if the charter was granted,

FOOS planned to recruit blind youngsters who would be willing
to cooperate in the experiment.

The library contained another newspaper article, date
lined June 22, (1957), to the effect that ESP (Extra Sensory
Perception) Research, Ine., received & charter yesterday from
the State Corporation Commission and will undertake clinical
training for the blind. The officers and staff of the organi-
zation were set forth as follows:

WILLIAM A. FOOS, President and Director of Research
HENRY L. CARAVATI, Vice-President . :
ROBERT A. LLOYD, Vice-Presidant

SAM LOMBARDO, Vice-President

ROBERT CANTOR, Secretary

WILLIAM CANTOR, Treasurer

MARGARET FO0S, Research Assistant

-
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RH 62-1269

The article further set forth that the staff was to
leave Monday to conduct a series of demonstrations in Washington
and New York and that a clinic would be opened when the staff

returned,

b'z“'

One copy of this communication is being furnished for

he Charlotte Office should the Bureau care
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Yemo Branigan to Belmont

Re:; EXTRA SENSORY PERCEPTION

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that this memorandum

and attachments thereto be filed for possible jfuture
_reference.
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o Belmont
.r/:-y / Mohr
L N Parsons
35;?"!Fm73 ~ EXT. /,ENSORT 'RCEPTION DEMONSTRATION ?:ﬁ
i :: BY u.eq __HLLM - - . Trotter
C AUGUST 8, 1957 L Q{ _l;er:eﬁom
Hollc;man _—..

oce¢ of Richmond, Virginiac, allegedly gave a demonstration in j5%i+g™
. a sensory perception to representgtives of military intelligenc
“and central Intelligence Agency (CIA) sometime during August, 1957,
Pursuant to the requ upervisor inquiry concerning
this was made by SA Liaison section, at the Office

5 y o4 _
of the Assistant c%\ss o 2 tel ce (ACSI), Department

‘). i\‘?f the Army. oi' e vt dolds 2-9 -89
S\

° t‘, Lieu olonel John Dolbinie, Special Operations Branch,
%QACSI, aduised at a representative from his office and a
- k‘)-}:%g%;sentative 0 e Army Intelligence Center at Fort Holabird,
- NMar
!

- . ) ’ Gandy
According to information furnished to the Bureau, 'l’il.ltamg -

b and, had attended a demonstration given by Foos held on
ugust 8, 1957, at the Maorriot Motor Hotel, U. S. Highway #1,
rlington, Virginia. Attached hereto is a copy of a memorandunm
- submitted by George C. Blackwell, the representative from Colonel
" . Downie'’s office attending this demonstration. As far as (olonel
~ - Downie knew, there was no representative from CIA at this demonstration;
= however, it was his understanding'that on August 8, 1957, another
- 4 dempnstration was given by Foos to individuals unknown to Colonel

{Dowple, not representing the Depariment of tge érjmy howeuer.% b(
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e AL Colonel Douwnie stated that Lieutenagt Colonel Leroy C.

" Hill,” the representative from the Army Intelligence (Center, t8 making
an evaluation of the demonstration; however, to date he has reached
no conclusion. According to Colonel pownie, when Colonel Hill

.. completes his evaluation he, Downie, will so aduise the Bureau. .

" Colonel Downie further advised that his office has made inquiry Sfrom

others who have attended different demonsirations put on by Foos

- with the following resultss Inquiry was made of representatives Sfro

the President!s Committee on Employment of the Physically Handicappe
who attended one of Foos! demonstrations. It was determined that (. |
Major General Meluvin J. Maas, U. S. Marine Corps (retired), Chairman
of this Committee, was of the opinion that the claims by Foos that
he could teach blind persons to perceive has not,been proven by his
demonstration and until such time as Foos has taught persons known
to be blind to percetve objects, the President?s Committee will not
sponsor, recommen%i or associate itself with Foos. .
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Memo Roach to Belmont RE: EXTRA SENSORY PERCEPTION
: DEMONSTRATION BY MR. WILLIAK F0OS
AUGUST 8, 1957 |

] .
- - C-—

According to rqpreaentctivea of the Blind Veterans
Association, who had attended 'one of Foos! demonsirafions, the
demonstrations did not reveal any extra 8sensory perceiptive powers .
of Foos or any of his dssociates. That Association _does not

contemplate ony actiion toward qponsortng Foow or his teachings.

Inquiry by 0010nel Douwniels office at the Veterans
Administration reflects that the Velterans Administration, since
Foos would not submit to scientific testings and since poriions
of the demonstration conducted with blindfolds furnished by the
.Veterans Administration. were _100.per cent unsuccessful, caoncluded
that the claims of Foos were without basis. The Veterans Administiration
contemplated no further action. (Colonel Downie stated that the
informgtion from the Blind Veterans Association and from the Veterans
Administration was:obtained on a very confidential basis. KHe, :
therefore, requested that the Bureau not disseminate this information
outside of the Bureau. Attached hereto also is a copy of a
memorandum furnished by Colonel Downie relative to pr. Henry K.
Puharich, Round Table Foundation, Glen Cove, Maine. WNhile
Dr. Pukarich's work is not exactly in the field of extra sensory
perception, Colonel Downie 8tated that the Army is interested in
determining the possibilities of his techniques. _.

ACTION:

For information.

b3
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NEMORANDUM ¥OR THE RECORD:
SUBVECT: Rxtra Semsory Percepticn Demonstretion

1. At 100 hours, 8 August 1957, 8/A Acecmpanied L% Colcmel
H1 to tre Marriot Motor Hctll, U. 8, Mm. um’ te
wtness & demcastration of Extra Sensory Ferception, The demonstration was
ummsuusooe(roausoos. 5006, som.uusooe)mmmww
Mr, mM11ian Poos of Richmond, Virginta, b7<'_.

2, Mr. Foos explained that, in February 1957, he inadvertantly dige
oovered a method of teaching others to ses through barriers and distingnish
objects boyond these barriers. Be explained that hig bope and intentions
were to use this discovery in teaching the blind to see through Extrs Sene
80Ty Perception, and that in teachin: his daughtaer, Kargaret, how to pepe
eelve ocbjects etc,, beyond physical barriers, he realised that this inowe

3¢ Ur, Foos had kargarct seated at a ecard table and rejuested an gbe
Servar to blipdfold her, Two coets (cotton’ pads) were placed over her oyvs
and held in place with 8 dark elastic band that fastoned behind the hexd,
8o blindfolded, Warj:.re: demonstrated ability to read, distinguish colors,
locate verses in the Bible, and trace handwriting, all cbjects read, traced
or identified were placed on the tatle, bargaret was not suoccesaful n
identifying or reading a Trip Ticket held approximately 14 above the tadbls, .

ks A young man, approximate age: 17 trated hia ability te
identify PSP and playing cards bafore 8/A and one other wnidenti.

cal blincfold and eards placed on the table, This Joung man was apprexe

S. S8/A ir not qualiry on the XSP ab{lity ef
psreon in the stration,

Howevey
WoT® merely tricks and car be exp . by o .
in this f1eda, ... o c:m" qualified performere

é. Persons present in the denonsiration were as follows,

b




SUBJECT; Extra Sensory Perception lemons-retion

Margaret Foos, daughter and vpupil of ir, Poos, age L.
Boy-Un{dentified age 17 - .
Girl~Unidentified. age 17

Demonstration was sponsored or arranged ty 4Yr. Daniel Cox Fahey J¥.,
and Vice President, Wash-

3805 Blackthorn, Chevy Chass, Xd., Consultant, 06!
ington Industrisl Rescarch Consultants,

Special OCperations Sectiom
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NRDEANDM FOR THE RECORD:

SUBSKCTs PUHARICH, Keary X, Dr.
Bound Talle Foundatien, Glen Cove, Naine

l. On 3 Septeader 1957, Dr. K. K. Savely, Chief, Aere Medlocl Divisies,
Alr Porce Office of Sclentifiec Resesruh, Tespo "I%, Lith and Conwtitution
Avenoes &k, W,, Rashington, D, C., was interviewed in his offtlee concerning
SUBVECT and stated in substance;

2 n-muemmuwmmrorum tuodanlnlncutl?ﬂ
when he (Sawely) and Ur, William Jo .Prye, Professor, Lleetrical Ingineering,
thiveraity of Illinals, vielted SUMECT in Glea Cove, Naine, SUBJECT owns
& 20 roos mansion on & 60 aere estate at Glen Cove, Maine, where «perinmts
anmtclapQWmdmue phmunmmporromod. ‘mia'crtladtxpus
imertation {s carried on under the orgerization named the "Round Table Foumndo
tlon® whieh 15 a noaeprofit and State of Uaire licensed organisation with
the following officers;

President: Walter C. Paine
Yios—Fresident; Dr, Henry X, PUMARICH
Secretary-Tressurer; doyce Borden 3alokovie

N Formsr Secretary-Tressurer: Alice Bouvarie « decessed

-/

4e Dr, Savely wms told by SUBJECT that the Sound Table Fxmdatioe opsrete
on contributions which averegs froa 24 to $60,000 Per year, Two of the eco-
tributors and Backsrs are Repregentative Bolton of Ohlo and Mr, W. K, Belk,
departzent store owner froa Korth Carclina, ' &

5¢ BUBJEICT uses various olestronic euipment and drugs in his pearipant g
and appears to be dedisated te the study of the science of transeitting neg.
sxges from ang perscc to another through mental telepatly.

é. Ur, PUHARICK gradusted fyoa Northwestem University in 1948 and served
his intemship at Perments Bozpital scmewhere in Calitornia, SUBVECT served
in the Army Medieal Corps in 19311953 at the Army Chemicsl Ceater, Edireroed,
Moryland, =~ : - -

7. ¥r, Savely feals that SIBSXCT'S work 1s worthwhile and that PURICR
eoulddamgoodum-ndd. &wm.m%g?iidmhqum
or arything conosrning SUBJECT'S polit{cal feelings or iong,
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° MR/'r'bLson DATE: Sept(?mber 6, 1957
' - ‘ N ’ / _. / Tolson
o+ pXo. mosoly  COFDETY ¢ A

susject:  EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION <
INFORMATION CONCERNING /7 b@
. A
l /

William A, Fo “Foos Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad employe —7
Richmond, Virgiiid, claims ns to have special ability in the field of extrasensory i /“
percephon. His demonstrations have been witnessed by two Special Agents of ~
P = uthis Bureau in privacy at American Legion headquarters, Washington, D. C
2 =il "Foos has a 15-year-old daughter who, although blindfolded, can presumably read
4 EEEE ianything placed before her, She pays cards, checkers, accurately describes
<iunknown individuals, and does many other things to exhibit the power of extrasensory
perception as taught by her father. The Richmond Office has conducted a discreet
background check on Foos and has found that Foos is regarded as a well-respected -
person., Foos is currently attempting to establish a clinic for the blind in

Richmond, Virghia,

CAAED

WAL Cune s
S UCCLASSTFIED

.u ':u; SHOWN v

’
ﬁu; a ‘f-‘; "
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| T
' Other demonstrations put on by Foos, reportedly before the N2 SRR
~ ' Intelligence Division of the Army and the Central Intelligence Agency, have\» ad

\ reflected that a 16-year-old boy has been trained to look through walls and
read newspapers. This youngser also can reportedly read documents which|
have been enclosed in a briefcase.

L.

ugust, 1957,
a demonstratijon by Foos and his daughter at

accompany him to witness
rriott Motel in Washington, D, C,
_ so accompanied B
ranged the blindfold on the young Foos girl and
P cipated 1n the demonstration, The youngster put on a rather amazing
performance of reading while blindfolded, as indicated previously in this
)memorandum. * although suspectmg that some trick was bein
rpetrated, admitte at irl was unable to see. &
also attended the
'. v de d was unal e to offer an explanation for the girl's ability to
h&ee while blindfolded.

)
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Y Se-Mr. BelmoREX . SE- ?_a SEp ‘I"s 1957 ‘
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Memorandum Mr. Roach to Mr. Belmont
RE: EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION
INFORYATION CONCERNING

read material "through o brief case, tated that this was

strictly a rumor which has been circulating around the Government

and as far as he has been able to establish, there is no basis

whatsoever indicating that such an act took place. Foos has made

the claim that this could be done. He has also stated that a person

can read beyond a wall. Foos qualifies these statements with the 9@({

¥ith regord to the report t“oy trained by Foos

declaration that in order to do this, :additional training is requzred

“ is quite certain that Foos has not come up with
any capability which could be of assistance to U. S. intelligence.
~de svaled that- CI:;, ‘Tteucl‘tucleoo, y;auo"‘fiu yu;.svw Gisy -gaciiional

reports concerning Foos'! work. He stated that he would keep the
Ligison Agent advised regarding any significant developments.w L(/

ne
ACTIQN: o 53 “ h ! .
None. For your information. 1777 {
/ /ﬁ’ﬂﬁ '

..
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__UNITED STATES { . '“NMENT ) ' “@
. Memoranium S

" Malone e——— .
Mc@Gire

TO P Do Jo farsons "}ATE:- June 16, 1960 ll‘::n’;
r ./ 1 - Parsons ' %
| 7 . :","1:, l = Belmont Telt. Room —_
FROM : A, H, Belmorﬁé/’ IC\’}“%.FH : “\L'il - Branigan Ganar
refo 1 = Laboratory- - ep -
(:dl w4 ) A A'\‘» 1l « Lee Lo g?};%
; susjecT: ,*SPYING BY MIND-READING!™ ' 1 LT Tom e v
ARTICLE IN "NEW YORK JOURNAL AMERICAN®. .. '.. . . ..

T~y

JUNE 14, 1960 . T e N e
YISCELIANEOUS - ESPIONAGE- = p/1-5 -8 1Y 8~

h OE)NL&’H s evige . Peiaceg Lery
This memorandum 1s in response to the Director's inguiry
concerning a newspaper column relating to the use of mental telepathy
by the Army Intelligence Service.

The "New York Journal American” on 6-14-60 carried a column
by Ruth Montgomery "Spying by Mind-Reading!” in which she stated the
Army Intelligence Service was conducting research experiments in
mental telepathy. She speculated that the ultimate achievement would
be to develop a method whereby U. S. spies could "receive” thoughts
of plotters In the XKremlin. IThe Director asked, "Is there anything

to this?"” P
. . fib@ﬂﬁﬁa'? fx
. Lieutenant Colonel Lee Martin, Chief of Investigations,
b fss st Staff for Intelllgence, U. S. Army, advised liaison
agent that the Army Is conducting no such project as
‘descri € rticle. He did state that the U. S. Air Force had
a contract in 1958 and 1959 with the Bureau of Social Science Research,
Washington, D. C. which did research in the many phases of mental
problems raised by the Korean War, with particular emphasis on brain-
washing. This research did incidentally include mental telepathy or
extra sensory perception; however, the results were in onclusive.//'(’[c
. ” e ¢/
Our Laboratory experts advised ‘that iInformed sclentific
- opinion at the present time ls that there iIs no basis in science jfor
the validity of extra sensory perception as described in this article.
It is true, of course, there are some areas and activities of the human
mind which have not been explored or completely understood. In recent
years serious scientific study has been undertaken by psychologists for
the purpose of explaining these little-understood functions of the mind.

sy te sy f e o

Tt " In 1957 one William -Foos, Richmond, Virginia, claimed that
he could teach blind persons to see through the use of extra sensory
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% perception. He claimed he could teach people toéread a paper which was
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By RUTH MONTGOMERY - _ ».... .i.-
- 'Who at the turn of the century

ASHINGTON: The Army Intelli-
gence Bervice is beginning to

delve into an unknown reach of the
‘mind which — should it eventually
prove successful—could. make spying
the least hazardous branch of defense. .

A number of top In- i :
. telligence sagents are 5
 conducting  research -
experiments i{n men-
tal telepathy, a fasci-
- nating phase of extra

" The project receives.

- expert guidance within

‘the department, but
"many. of the officers
have become 50 fastﬁ-

_nated by the possibili-

“Hes that they have >JONTGOMERY
formed groups, outside of office hours,
to try reading each other’s minds.

Bome of the experiments o date
have proved -enormously successful,
with the average of correct responses
far surpassing that which ,could be
achieved by hit-and-miss guessing.

The Intelligence Service hopes to
develop enough “sensitive” agents, and
to perfect their technique to such an
extent that they could actually pick up
thought waves emanating from the
Cold War “enemy” camp. S

The ultimate achievement would be
to develop a method whereby American
spies could actually “receive”
thoughts of Soviet plotters meeting in
the inner reaches of the Kremiin.

The 20th Century has witnessed such
fantastic advances in other realms of
.science that this project may not be
a5 wild as it seems at first glance.

How many in the 18th Century be-

SN o

lleved that man could fly, not only

above the clouds, but at a speed ex-
ceeding that of sound? - oS
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‘thought that by turning a dial in bis’

S

)
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lving room, he could hear & sym-" .

phony concert in New York, or § news
commentator speaking from Tokyo? -~
Only 20 years ago, would you have

; believed it possible to sprawl on your.
own couch, while watching a ball game
in St. Louis, or & political convention:
in Los Angeles? For that matter, did
you think man could send & monkey

into orbit around the earth or moon?

This age s surely the most fasci-- '

nating that the world has ever known,
-put perhaps the most neglected phase’
of science is the probing of the sub-.
conscious mind, and the possibilities

Military intelligence
has been delving into the possible utili-"
zation of hypnosis in spying.—This
correspondent reported several years
ago that intelligence agents were being
sent on delicate missions; then brought

‘back and queried in the normal man-

. ner about what they had observed. - -

. Afterwards, they were hypnotized,
and while in trance were again ques-

.- tioned about the layout of the room

they had been assigned to visit. Under
this condition they were able 10 sup-
ply every detall, even down to the
number of slats in the venetian blinds,

“« . The drive to develop other -tech=

" niques for espionage has been height-
_ened, since the U-2 incident. SR
" Think what & joke it would be-on
Nikita if, as a result of his tantrums,
America was spurred to develop a new

. and fool-proof technique {or espionage.
Tt would be pleasant to think that

{or some time -

-U. 8. sples seated comfortably In Wash- . .

ington could pick up the dastardly plots

that Communist big-wigs were hatch-

ing behind locked doors in the Kremlin.
At least we can dream, can’t we?
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FROM :B, J. White d‘j b .‘ - ;"
i
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sunjscr@XTRASENSORY PERCEP"I‘IQH (ESP)

SYNOPSIS:

Director has commented about studies in extrasensory
perception at Duke University. Experimental work in Parapsychology :
Laboratory there reported since 1934, ., Research has covered "supernormal
faculties'" not recognized by modern psychological and physiological
methods. Various forms "supernormal cognition," telepathy, clairvoyance
and precognition have been investigated using special ESP card ‘decks.
Experiments devised for purpose eliminating pure chance as causative
[lractor of evidence supporting ESP., Scientists generally critical of
l evidence and methods, Belief in ESP has gained little acceptance

among psychologists and fails test of common experience.
DETAILS: - - a/

The Director has noted, "I have been told that at Duke
University some work is being done in the field of extrasensory
perception,” on a memorandum responding to his inquiry about the
article "Spying by Mind Reading," THE NEW YORK JOURNAL AMERICAN
dated June 14, 1960,

Studies on extrasensory perception, often referred to as ESP,
de at Duke Unive y, Durham, North Carolina, since 1934,

of the Parapsychology Laboratory,
reported considerable experimental work in the field
of psychical research. His experiments give the impression of
psychological sophistication but have received continuous and severe
criticism in learned circles since publication. LT~

have been

Psychical research in parapsychology encompasses the A
experimental study of "supernormal faculties," real or supposed of human
personality, supernormal being an equivalent for "not recognized by
general scientific opinion." The function of this research is to collect
and weigh all available evidence for and against such faculties, either
for acceptance by general scientific opinion, or rejection. pe o

The theory supporting this investigation is completely
opposed to results of research in experimental psychology which has
not revealed other semnsory mechanisms than those described in modern

textbooks of psychology and physiology. 63 _ (_,{_ogg _ /O
.:,"’ 75 2
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| } should attempt tp obtain further information from the Armgand CIA relative to this
atter, .~ c qcm
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Memorandum to Mr. Tolson from L. B. Nichols
Re: Extrasensory Perception, Information Concerning

Numerous guestions were asked of Mr, Foos following the
demonstration anﬂwas most bimnt in his questioning in attempts
to find out if there were any "gimmicks" involved. 'Mr. Foos was quite

evasive in his answers and refused to discuss his methods of instruction. He

also refused to allow a demonstration of the young boy reading documents

enclosed in a briefcase or reading through the walls of a room. He claimed,
however, that this could be done and that he would be willing to have this act
performed at a later date. Mr. Foos spoke continually of learning the principles

of extrasensory perception through constant reading-of-the Bible.—He claimwed; —
however, to be an atheist in his beliefs, Mr, Foos has appeared before medical
officials at Duke University, the Veterans Administration, Washington, D.C.,
various medical associations in New York City, and before various graips in
Richmond, Virgnia. He has never charged admission. He is, however,

according to his own explanation, attempting to initiate interest so that funds

will be subscribed for a clinic for the blind in Richmond, Virginia, which he

hopes to head. \ ; ” -

‘ Mr durin the above-mentioned demonstration, requested
that mi@ a statement indicating that his
daughter could not see during the demonstration. This invitation was refused for

obvious reasons. Mr. Foos did not know at the time that was employed
by the FBI. bpc-

Foos may, of course, be attempting to commercialize on a "fake
trick" he and his daughter and the young boy have perfected. On the other hand,
there is a possibility that Foos does have extrasensory perception abilities. This,
of course, is something we cannot afford to overlook in our work but we should
not, however, under any circumstances allow Foos the privilege of indicating to =~ =
outsiders the FEBI is interested in his work, He should be given no opportunity to
use the FBI in any manner which would further his own interests. It is believed
advisable, however, to have checks made with CIA and the Intelligence Division of
the Army to determine what reaction those agencies had after witnessing the }
demonstration as put on by Foos, his daughter, and the young boy traveling with them.

ACTION:

As“ingicated above, the Domestic Intelligence Division, Liaison Section,

L

ST
{'{ﬂ-“’ REA

”
':/UA-V'IL ‘7/{& /57 deamesos g
- L

NSA

%

Ae L

R

L& Folleid
G/ M7 = -

By

. N
gy et e v e sn o L
A SR B o it e e b



FTAMNOARD PORM 9O, 34 . -

€ o Q i3 -
- Oﬁice Me ’omndum e UNITED SfATES GOVERNMENT

3 Y ' :
¢ l'r0 : Mr. 4. H. Belmon{}}' /7 DATE: September 17, 1957
\‘i):.“ no“ H ”T‘ . R L[] R . RO GCh\ /,’ ) %
| YN L 9
SUBJBCT: XTRASENSORY PERCEPTION '

INFORMATION CONCERNING

Reference is made to a memorandum Mr. Nichols to.
¥r. Tolson dated September 6, 1957, concerning Williar: A. Foos
who has claimed to have a special ability in the field of extra~-
sensory perception. The Liaison Agent has been in contact with !
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). for the purpose of obtaining/that.
agency's comments or observations concerning demonstrations which Fo su,{t‘
has given in the Washington, D. C., area. ) . frrt /j

on septemver 16, 1957, NNNGEGEIENGED o7 cz2 coviseq agens

that he had been designated by his agency to coordinagte all
ormation developed concerning Foos' demor'ijjitions and to follow .

any reported developments of significance. tated that as far
as his agency is concerned Foos has not come 1 any new or revolu~-
'tionary development and his claims to certain performances in the field

of extrasensory perception de iiinitely have not been supported by fact

or evidence. According to Foos has used his daughter in
demonstrati her ability to rtain amount of reading while blind-
SJolded. #stated that Foos has insisted on using a particular type
of blindjo which raises a question regarding the possibility that '
Foos is using nothing more than a trick bi cleverly permitting his

daughter to gee by 'binpoint vision." is of the opinion that
Foos is using a blindfold material which permits his daughter to have
’a constderiile area of vision through a tiny aperture in the blindfold

cloth. stated that 1t was interesting to note that Foos has
refused to permit anybody to place any kind of o shield between his -
daughter's eyes and the document being read. He further stated that
the daughter is able to read to certain extent while the blindfold is on
her eyes but when the same material is placed aGe 4 ept,

she i1s ungble to regd anything. ECLASSIT L H 7
Bhe b3 gm%gwmé,ﬁ.fg oha I Yo
According o- he has conducted soMme researc field%

44

and stated that with proper training a person can have a large field of
vision looking through a small hole or even glong t sides of a blind=- /
also remarked 3//

Jold or disks which might be placed over the eyes.
that although Feps claims to have an ability of tra ng others in the

Sfield of ertrasensory perception, he himself is u le t9 do any of the
things which his_proteges can do.W, (L b3 Aat 19Y7,C2A
by /4 ERallt T ol R AN

. - —‘_’ . - !_ ol ;
r. Nichols A K ! ‘j. /‘-*é?* '
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Memorandum to Mr, Tamm

Re: EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION
63-4036

] l‘tvq per cent responses expressing an opinion that ESP is an established
I fact, and seven per cent that it is a likely possibility. Ninety-one
ﬁs.: per cent answered that ESP is a remote possibility, impossible or an
, unknown, However, the most valid objection against belief in ESP powers
&7 - .y1is that common experience does not produce evidence for telepathy,
e clairvoyance and precognition, For example, stock investments should

prove most profitable ventures for anyone gifted with these so-called
| powers,

ACTION:

None., For information only.

ce b e e Ly e e



—_ve ..

TP
e A

_f
-
-
-
-
-
Y

IS

%ﬂok

BUREAU FILE

iy

FILE DESCR

-
.

TR

M - .

-

ECTION NO.

S

t

..3‘»“».... ,egr_m.&*z\..\_«wh A:. .-. f,.:aa J.L...«..‘..\...... eay, ’ yef vis ...-.; t e

\.56.;1_ e .P. AR ‘: :.o.\.:n.:\ Y

—eeveius. a..tlotl?égﬁsggsaﬂm ?k&f..‘..ﬁ.-&..mmw

Yoy

LET I
Y AT

TRTLL L LY PN




e L L i ot A bt i 0w kA SN K S 0 P A D L5 S R 53N LRI, b e, s & W Ao
WP PO RS SVSF IS SRR NS TPy IO R POV TP BT DR SRR SIS S I i

Memorandum Belmont to Parsons

Re: "SFYING BY MIND-READING!"
- ARTICLE IN "NEW YORX JOURNAL AMERI P SRR VS
JUNE 14, 1960 : : Ly

covered or to see through a wall. Recognizing the value of A
activity to our counterespionage work, we thoroughly checked the claim
and had to conclude that his alleged powers had no scléntific basis.
Other Government agencies such as Veterans Administrat ion, Central
Intelligence Agency and Assistant Chief of Staff for Intell igence also
checked on Focs and were highly skeptical of his work.

/
ACTION:

For Information.
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* UN{TED STATES GOY NMENT )
[ Memorandum
/ TO  : Mr, DeLoac | DATE: 10-5-80

By Jetter to Director 8-27-60, attached, Edwin D. Krell, midwest
correspondent for“Dell Publishing Company, advised he is planning to do an article
concerning parapsychology in criminal investigation. He noted that much has
appeared in newspapers on this topic in recent months, but in checking into the
situation he found no evidence to support the contention that mediums have aided

)police in solving crimes. Krell feels the public is entitled to this information and
requested a statement from the Director on this matter for use in the article,

Krell mentioned Gerard Croiset, -2 Dutch medium, who reportedly
o related what happened to Judge Joseph Crater, who vanished in New York in 1930.
o ‘ Krell also made reference to Peter Herkos, also from Holland, who in June,
1960, made headlines while working on the Carroll Jackson family murder case.
Krell noted that Harkos' work led to the arrest of a suspect (John Atwell Tarmon)
who was later released when the actual killer (Melvin Davis Rees, Jr.,) was
caught by the FBI. S R

(.

In conducting research in this matter, Krell advised he contacted a

Dr. F. Brink, Dutch police official and attorney, who sent Krell an article-he
had written in which he stated: '"Neither in the Netherlands, nor in any other
country, is it possible to obtain reliable information which would justify the

‘ conclusion that the judiciary authorities and the police derive any benefit from the
intimations of clairvoyants." Dr. Brink also quoted a letter from Scotland Yard:—"?
"So far as the London Police are concerned, we completely ignore anything put
forward by clairvoyants in the course of criminal investigation."

INFORMATION IN Bumm%rf%a B Q#L 3 -Q{; Aof 36

We have had cordial relations with Dell Publishing Company since
the 1930's, and they have carried numerous favorable stories relating to the work of
the FBI, Dell publishes well-known fashion,-beauty, detective and juvenile magazine
We have enjoyed favorable relations with Krell and he has written some excellent
articles about Bureau cases based upon material furnished to him, His articles
appear in the Dell publications, "Inside Detective" and "Front Page Detective,"
(94-3-4-228%‘“;‘“0 7-v0 STt L e ee— T S,
Enclosure -7 «
1 - Miss Gandy q,) 17 OCT 14 1960
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Jones to DeLoaéh Memo ’
Re: Statement by Director Concerhing
Extrasensory Perception '

. There is no information in Bufiles concerning Gerard Croiset,
R - reportedly a Dutch medium. Bufiles reflect that in April, 1952, Captain
v Filippus Brink, an attorney and member of the de Bilt, Holland, police force,
toured the Bureau in connection with a visit to the United States to study law
enforcement methods in this country. There is no derogatory information in
lBuﬁles concerning Brink. .

Bufiles reflect that Peter Hurkos, whose true name is Peter
Cornelius Van Der Hurk, was born 5-21-11, in Dordrecht, Netherlands, He is
ed to have extrasensory perception and it has been claimed in many news and
magazine articles that he has assisted police departments in many countries in
solving crimes as a result of his ability. Bufiles contain no information to sub-
‘ stantiate any of the claims made by Hurkos concerning the solution of crimes.

On 5-25-60, Dr. Francis Regis Riesenman, psychiatrist on the staff
at St, Elizabeth's Hospital, Washington, D, C. » advised the Virginia State Police
(VSP) that he planned to bring Hurkos to Virginia and Maryland to observe the sites
where the bodies of the Jackson family were found, He requested that the VSP allow
Hurkos the opportunity of examining the clothing and other physical evidence in the
case. VSP felt they would be subjected to public criticism whether they agreed or
declined to participate and finally decided to allow Hurkos to examine the material.

lThe Director noted: "I am amazed that the VSP would participate in any such
circus,"

Riesenman and Hurkos contacted the VSP on 6-7-60, and spent about
a week working nn the Jackson case, as a result of which the Director commented :
' We should be sure Hurkos isn't injected in any case in which we have jurisdiction.
He is a complete fraud.™ _ . . . _ e : ' Ty

|
The 6-9-60, issue of "The Washington Daily News" carried an article
entitled "Telepathist Says He Can 'See' Killer" which related that Hurkos stated he
knew what the murderer looked like and hoped "soan" to turn over to police
\ information that would solve the case, Mr. Tolson commented: "This screwball is
S connected with the great Interpol." ' The Director noted: "Just how silly can one get,"
o5 (79-27510-2174)

The 6-14-60, issue of the "New York Journal American” had an
article entitled "Spying by Mind-Reading?" which dealt with experime ts by the Ar
Intelligence Serviceé in b‘gnta.l telegath and extrasensory ergg tion, nThlewy Directcgrxl-y

red: "Is there anyh gto this?" Laborato loolged ingo the matter and
ermined thereis no basis in science for the validily of extrasensory perception as
described in the article.

-2



Jones to DeLoach Memo
Re: Statement by Director Concerning
Extrasensory perception ;

The Director noted: *'1 have been told that at Duke University some

work is being done in the field of extrasensory perception." The Laboratory
 determined that Duke has been conducting experiments involving extrasensory

perception since 1934, and that their research covered "supernormal faculties"

not recognized by modern psychological and physiological methods., Further,

that scientists generally are critical of the evidence and methods, and the belief

in extrasensory perception has gained little acceptance among psychologists,

and fails the test of common experience, (63-4036-10)

RECOMMENDATION: \

That the attached letter by the Director be sent to Krell, enclosing
the Director's statement concerning extrasensory perception in the solution of

criminal cases. "
9,' 2
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reaus, New York Police Lt. John J.-Cron d today.
Sk . A veteran of 33 years en the o]
TeTT force, he plans to retire Christ-
Y mas Day, his €4th birthday.
- i For 18 years—longer than
- mny other manin the history
s of the department—he headed
N the Missing Persons Bureau. =
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Memorandum to Mr, Tamm
Re: EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION
63-4036 )

The principal lines of investigation in parapsychology are
directed for the most part in studying-Zsupernormal cognition," that
is knowledge shown by a "percipient" :(receiver) of matter concerning
which he has no natural means of knowing, These include such
debatable phenomenon as: telepathy, supernormal knowledge derived
from anothers mind; clairvoyance, all manifestations of supernormal
knowledge, not in the mind of another person, without the intermediary
of sensory information; and, precognition, supernormal knowledge of
future events that can meither be percieved sensorily, inferred
rationally or brought about deliberately. Because these modes of
perception arise spontaneously from life experiences of certain persons
only, the elimination of fraud, collusion and other sources of error
are uncontrolled and uncontrollable, The devising of objective
experimental techniques to establish reality of these mental phenomena
presents difficulties not met in accepted psychological research.

Laboratory experiments have been made as follqws:

Clairvoyance Tests: A special ESP card deck of five cards
each of five different symbols is used (cross, circle, star, wavy lines
and a square), The probability for correct guesses of cards is five
in twenty-five., If subject consistently averages above one in five,
results are not explainable by mere chance,

(1) Open Matching Test: One ESP card of each symbol placed
face up in a row, Complete ESP deck is shuffled. Before top card is
dealt, subject decides which symbol matches symbol on top card of deck.
Top card is then dealt and placed below guessed symbol, and so on through
the deck,

(2) Blind Matching Test: Like above except five key cards
are face down during test, :

(3) Single Card Calling Test: Subject guesses symbol on top
card of shuffled ESP pack, and so on through the deck,

(4) Pack Calling Test: Subject makes twenty-five consecutive
calls, directed at a shuffled but unbroken ESP deck,

Success at these tests that is, consistent averages above one
in five, allegedly demonstrates capacity of subject to have supernormal
knowledge concerning the ESP symbols in a shuffled deck.

P R YR Y
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Memorandum to Mr, Tamm
Re: EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION
63-4036

¢ Telepathy Tests:

b~ (1) DPure Telepathic Method: No cards used, Subject
: holds a random choice ESP symbol in mind, Recipient attempts to read
; sender's thoughts,

(2) General ESP Test: Sender shuffles and cuts ESP deck,
Concentrates on face of successive cards while receiver attempts to
read sender's mind, and so on through the deck,

(3) Distant Telepathy Test: Above tests conducted at
distances of several rooms or miles,

Precognition Tests: Subject makes guesses with intention to
have them correspond to order of ESP deck after it is shuffled by
experiments, Also subject may decide beforehand which face of a die
or combination of dice faces he desires to appear in successive casts,

The scientific criticism of ESP experiments emphasizes several
factors which have led to comnsiderable false evidence for extra chance
scores using the above wethods:

(1) Possibility of unconscious and other sensory cues.

(2) Choices made are dictated by mental habits of subjects
and not by random chance,

(3) Errors due to suggestibility of experimenter in recording
results of guesses. L

(4) Criticism of statistical methods; although it is
generally agreed that the statistical methods properly applied are valid,

COMMENT :
In general, belief in extrasensory perception has gained

little acceptance by informed scientists, Thus, replies to questions
sent to members ‘of" the American Psychological Association recorded only

3
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On 7—15-57 g .Io'. nu lan Fooa {ph.), naldcnt of

Blchuond, Virginia, gave a private exhidbitfon of extra - =
sensory perception; Very driefly, it {e his olaim that ‘
he can teach the dlind to ses with 100 per ocent efficiency;
&Itn #ix monthe te be adle to teack a person without eyes to
drive an automoblle safely. He elaims that distance and
motion are no greater factors than fn erdinary vision N
and hints of the possidility of seeing deyond a covering 2
paper or solid wall. Fils Jaughter, lErgaret, was dlind=!
olded and assfsted In the exhibition, reading uritten and
rinted material, tracing, catching a douncing bau, and -
lkting about with apparcnt 8a8e,
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JTo - ¥illi.a Foos 18 satd to be a high 80hool ’;a
Ay \gra.duate employed In a minor capacity with the C., and 0.

el "‘Bauway. It 28 reported that about two yeare ago he became

Lo 3t’mtcr'cstcd in extra eensory perception and began c.rpcrimcnttng
= “‘with memders of his family, achieving amazing success. JIn’

o recent weeks he has been publicized in the Richmond area tmd

:§8 now apparently attempting to interest various government .

»agcnalca in Izia claimed abluty to teach thc bltnd ta au. ’
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2’ | " Although there ts constdcrablc ckcpttciam can- Ao
.1 i.icerning these ¢lalms and the Bureau has not deen ¢na | .
S "”:posltion to check as to thelr authenticity, many acientiats FEE
g = ~have long recognized the general principles of extra sensory ‘.
~— “'perception, &hould the clafms of Killilam Foce be well-founded,
the possidilities are unlimited tnsafar as Iaw cm‘orocmnt .and
counterintell lgmcc arc conccmd. i
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e 0]7‘26‘6 Memworandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
R //‘; TO DIRECTOR, F
. /.’; _\‘

. \fiom , S&C, MDBILE (62-0)

tu

I DATE: 7(31/57

=
DT SUBJECT: EXTRA SENSORY PERCEPTION \
- ' INFORMATION CONCERNING

»

R

S

Re Bulet to Richmond 7/22/57 in captioned matter.
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Oﬁ'ice Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

ro W, A, Branzgarﬁ DATB: dugust 9, 1957

( ;

ba—-‘

SUBJECT:  EXTRA SENSQRY PERCEPTION
o SHILLAHII0S) o

/ ’

b7e

It is recommended that this memo be f%led Sfor

RECOMEIDATION :

possible future reference.
63~-4036
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Ticklers: Mr. Branigan

bae

e ST A R IRV S
INDEXED - 34 " I/ é 3

Pe——

Tolson
Nichols

Boardman
Belmont
Mason
Mohr
Parsons
Rosen
Tamm
Nease
Vinterrowd




