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REFER TO: &#39; H�DO

MAu.sTor: 88l_ _, � &#39; May 9, 1973

Officer Gabe Valdez

New Mexico State Police

Post Office Box 212

Dulce, New Mexico 87528

1v92___. fi_92__=U33]: U308. F . v &#39;

Examination is now-complete on the tissue samples from the recent incident at Dulce.
Microscopic and bacteriologic studies were performed on three specimens consisting of
heart muscle, skeletal muscle, and a bone fragment.

£_I[IIDI;92�§_§_

 l!__]hart Muscle: No microscopic changes of pathological significance were found.

Vie} £g!__§pne Fragment: Ho microscopic changes of significance were found.
9%

-

a�:

£§l"_§§§1etal_§u§§le; Rod-shaped bacteria infiltrating connective tissue between &#39;
muscle fibers were seen. Hustle fibers also contained occasional §§rcosp2ridia cysts.

L§l__�nc§Eri2lgg1: A specimen obtained from a heart chamber was cultured and shown
to contain a rod�shaped organism identified as §l25tri§iE§_species. Definitive classi-
fication was not made.

Il�IT£l_:_,j§;ITATION

No definite conclusion can be drawn from the observation of bacterial infiltration of
muscle since the infiltration could be post-mortem. The demonstration of glostridium
in the heart chambers similarly cannot be definitively ascribed as pathological
because of the potential for contamination. While the findings are not inconsistent
with a diagnosis of infection, the possibility of contamination Prevents the conclusion
that infection was the cause of death. The observation of Sarcosporidia cysts is not
remarkable and could be seen in most beef animals from this region on careful examinatio1

I doubt that you will find these observations helpful in your investigation because the
bacteriological examination is inconclusive. However, we will support you in any way we
can, and you are welcome to visit our laboratory to discuss your findings at your &#39;
convenience. The offer for instrumentation support also remains open. If we can be .
of further assistance, please call. Warm personal regards.

Si erel ours, _ &#39;

,[*%I92.%iYaDonald F. Petersen &#39;

DFP:ES &#39; �Alternate Health Division Leader

An Alfirma:ive&#39;Aclion./Equal Opportunity Employer
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December 21, 1978 

The Honorable Griff.in B. Bell 
Attorney General 
Deputtr.ent of Justice 
lOth ru1d Constitution Avenue, 
Was~~ngtcn, D.~. 20530 

Dear Mr. Attomey General: 
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During the past several years, ranchers throughout the West 
including my horn~ state of New Mexico, have been victimized 
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by a series c£ cattle mutilations. As a result, these ranchers 
have as a grour and individually sufferea serious economic 
losses. c-j 

~§;;... 

I , 

..... ~:1 ~ 
'~!lese myste=i..,n:; killings have been the subject of at least-~ .:.· ~ :· c:::: twc articles in national publications, copies of which are ~~- · .~ 
enclc:-sed. fl..r. Ccc:kburn's article in the December 1975 iss~2 - -.. ~ 

·Jv 

• C'. .... ' ... 
of ::::squ1re s-t.&t.es that there had been a federal investiqat;.~o~~, <:::) _ 

into tlds mat+_ar, .out it was dropped. Mr. Cockburn impli{s '!-: ~ .;~-
the inv~stigat.:Lon :nay have been tern.inated because cattle ::=; ;;g ! .• 

mutilation ££.!:". ~£ is not a federal offense. ~ .. 
~;;;;; 

l>l'1lile M indh·ida'3l cattle mutil.'\tion maj• not be a federal 
offense, r am very concerned at what appears to be a continued 
pattern of an o:ganized interstate criminal activity. Therefore, 
I am requeEtiug that the Justice Department re-examine its 
jurisdictio~ in this area with respect to the possible reopening 
of this i~ves~iqation. 

Enclosed arc copies of my files on this subject. while awaiting 
what will hopefully be a favorabl& reply, I shall continue to 
gather materials that could be of help in such an investigation. 
If you need further information in studying this matter, please 
do not hesltat6 to contact me. 

HS :jri 

Enclosures V 

Sincer~y, 

/f! __ :__ 
Harrison Schmitt 
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January 31, 1979 P253: EFDGH

SUBJECT: Steer mutilation. January 29- 1B?9.
Torrance County; RH -

Sergeant O�Del1 of the Torrance county Sheriff�: Deptrttent celled t3
_ Albuqucrqte Office early in the afternoon of January 29, 1979, to reoort

11¢

R2

E

that he had ciscovereé the first reported cattle zutilation in Torrance
County. and wanted information on whom be should regort it to. SFDOH called
O&#39;De11 and was told the following:

~e -In resoonse to a telephone call from Saoouel N. Hin�i, 0&#39;De11 arrived
at e location near the village of nuran.::L et approximately ll a.c. on
January 29- l9?9. and found the carcass of a six ssnth old steer that had
apperently been zeceotiy mutiiateé. O��ell sei� the carcass Was still viii
enough to melt the snow around it. O&#39;De1l inéiceted that he had been following
news reports of previous zutiletions in Rio Arribe County and believed that
the Torrance County outiietion was the �freshest� ever discovereé. Be c&l1e5
because he thought it would be helpful for inve5t£gatOr5 to have a fresh ruti�
lotion to ezstine and subject to tests.

�tsJO&#39;Del1 said the steerls s:rotu=~an�-penis*ha£ bten&#39;removed&#39;vith surgical
precision �- a ietture cctzon to ell previous mutilation: �- and indicated
that patches of hair around the carcass seemed to in�icata that the steer
has been �ropoeo or bounced == another feature cotton to all previous notilttio
The steer&#39;s intestines had been rezoveé through the bole where the scrotun had
been cut out, but were not éisturoeo. O&#39;oe11 felt that an animal would have
gone directly to the intestines. The steer�: tongue wes Q23 removed es in
previous outilations, but the insides of the ears appeared to have been
&#39;beve1ed� out with a sharp instrument. _

D�De1l notifie� the state Gtoe and Fish Departzent. the State Police Crime
Lab in Santa Fe, and th Rev Hexico Livestock Board. The State Police Crime
Lab apparently notifie� State Police Dfiicer Gabe Valdez of Chase, the offi�ér
who has iavestigate� most bi the outilatioos over the pest la oonths= in the
interim, the Livestock Board removed the carcass and apparently �rozc it. Valdez
later contacted the Yorrence County Shsriif inc was to have gone Lo Torrence
County on January 30 to investigate. �

QC
II�.

°*&#39; In response to your question about whether any of the mutilation:
have occurred on92fe¬eral_l;Q§*}OIficer Valdez iniorns no that eight autilations
were éiscovered on the Jicerille Apache Seseryatioa;;end-seven on the Santa

lara Pueb o *2here rc?E"E§En&#39;i�toi?l�3T�65 cattle putiletions, an�_§T§&#39;_"1 . .

§grse =utilations§ reported in New Mexico since 1975. Forty-five of the
cattie nutilations and four of the horse mutilation: occurre� in 1978.

-
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&#39; PR!� Philip B. Heymann
FROM � Assistant Attorney GeneralnMt<criminal Division &#39;

unnscr: tqrcrime on Indianfneservationa; "�&#39; &#39; �,/C//1
5 {*1 ���utilation of PQLEQLS __". _ -Q ;*��" K,

Attached is a portion of some correspondence Q5
received from Senator Harrison Schmitt indicating that �a ~
l5 mutilations of animals have occurred in Indian U3
country in New Mexico in the past three years. For ~
several years the Criminal Division has been aware of -5
the phenomenon of animals being mutilated in a manner &#39;
that could indicate that such acts are performed by in
persons as part of a ritual or ceremony. The report that
some of the mutilations have occurred in Indian country
is our first indication that Federal law may have been
violated.

It is requested that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation conduct an appropriate investigation of
the 15 mutilations and any others that occur in Indian
country as a possible crime on an Indian reservation and� ~furnish the results to the United States Attorney and92E2�//j

, the Criminal Division, attention: Roger c. Adams,
General crimes Section. Mr. Adams has additional infor-
mation which may be of assistance to the FBI concerning
previous cattle mutilations over which there was no
Federal jurisdiction.

Attadhment � 92

92 m92*-at /M/&#39;>"�~&#39;*"i
=�~._.- Q:Y ENCLOSURE Q3� *4 MAR.&#39;2&#39;1919 _.
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2/15/79/f M9 �/ Date __....._.......i_........|
n :ro= nrnscrox, rs: _

1� rnor-1�: sac, ALBUQUERQUE

nmaass ...................... .- A/1 -lL�&#39;1&#39;1UN§_L[92_§§JLl}§-FSLNU _ _ _____,  � I ,4I wzstrsnu s&#39;rA&#39;r2;s_ - FA? F-2 =.- =< 1%  A
�R &#39; �PC?�-&#39;t9�,§&#39;,?°".s1 EL. .  .. w &#39;/ �F/  13" ,o,_,v ,__,,-£1 .&#39;  �-.¢:-  - @ ,

92. éor"the past seven or eig�f&#39;yEars mysterious"oattle
% mutilations have been occurring throughout the United States }
; and for the past four years have been occurring within the i
y State of New Mexico. Officer GABE VALDEZ, New Mexico State

Police, has been handling investigations of these mutilations
u within.New Mexico, lnfornation furnished to this office by

Officer VALDEZ indicates that the animals are being shot with
92 some type of paralyzing drug and the blood is being drawn from
Q the animal after an injection of an anti~coagulant. It appears 1_
i that in some instances the cattle&#39;s legs have been broken and,:""&#39;~a;_� helicopters without any identifying numbers have reportedly "¥�p/

been seen in the vicinity of these mutilations. Officer
VALDEZ theorizes that clamps are being placed on the cow&#39;s legs

A and they are being lifted by helicopter to some remote area where
s the mutilations are taking place and then the animal is returned

to its original pasture. The mutilations primarily consist of �
removal of the tongue, the lymph gland, lower lip and the sexual
organs of the animal. Much mystery has surrounded these
mutilations, but according to witnesses they give the appearance
of being very professionally done with a surgical instrument, and" *
according to VALDBZ, a; the years prggress, each surgical proc _ e

f VALD &#39;,  *~= Pg  Pr: =;:*°£t;s@ an tn ?§E�"§=??ZI§¬¬;.;1~that in no instance, o s ge, e ar
1 attacked by predator or scavenger animals, although there are92 , p
J tracks which would indicate that coyotes have been oiroling=;he_ ,~J.carcass from a distance. He also gggsed that he has requestedLos Alamos Scientific Laboratory ti nduct investigation¥<m92R 12 I979

him but until just recently has always been advised that t e
92 mutilations were done by predatory animals. Officer VALD£Z__,____.__~
p stated that just recently he has been told by two assistants at3 Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory that they were able to determini!/i�

awlzfizcac, A9 &#39; -2 - Bureau

d�Z"5.r�-&#39;1, $5/75 * E?_J___Albuque::g�?, I
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the type of tranquilizer and blood anti-coagulant that
have been utilized. _,

_&#39; . Officer VALDEZ stated that Colorado probably has the T
most mutilations occurring within their State and that over y
the past four years-approximately 30 have occurred in New
Mexico. He stated of these 30, 15 have occurred on Indian- _
Reservations but he did know that_aany nutilations have gone&#39;- I
unreported which have occurred on the Indian reservations &#39; �
because the Indians, particularly in the Pueblos, are extremely
superstitious and will not even allow-officers in to investigate
in some instances. Officer VALDEZ stated since the outset
of these mutilations there have been an estimated 0,000 animals
mutilated which would place the loss at approximately $1,000,000.

_ _ _ - -

R. E. THOMPSON; United States Attorney, advised that he
had received an urgent call from the head of the Criminal
Division, Department of Justice, advising him that he would be
contacted by Senator HARRISON SCHHITT of New Mexico, who had &#39;
been in contact with Attorney General GRIFFIN BELL in an effort
to obtain Federal assistan in seeking to solve these cattle
mutilations.

Bureau telephone call of 2/13/79 advised that a letter
was forthcoming from the Department to the Bureau requesting
our assistance in the investigation based on the fact that l5
of §hese_animals had been mutilated on Indian reservation

in 0 &#39; &#39; ., ".."
� l _ Wain!". &#39;_ �Y� » _-

On 2/15/79¢&#39;Senator HARRISON SCHHITT, USA R. E. THOMPSON,"
SA SAMUEL H. JONES and myself met,to discuss this matter.
It wastgreed that a conference should be held in April of "
this year in Albuquerque involving New Mexico and the surrounding
States who have suffered cattle mutilation cases in an effort
to fully discuss this matter&#39;to determine what has been
developed to date and to recommend further steps to be taken
to solve this ongoing problem. The role of the FBI was "- -
discussed but was not established since it was not resolved
whether the_FBI-would act in a coordinating capacity,i g1
an investigating capacity or both.§ It was decided however,
that.it would be most.beneficial if all this available infor- &#39;

imation could be&#39;placed_in a computer_bank so that appropriate _
printouts could-be made and_an-abaiysis pade&#39;in.an effort to&#39;
determine.a trend or pattern of&#39;these mutilations.

" It is obvious if mutilations are to be solved there is
a need for a coordinated effort so that all material available
can be gathered and analyzed and further efforts synchronized.
Whether the FBI should assume this role is a matter to be

,_ _2_V
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decided. If we are merely to investigate and direct our§
efforts toward the 15 mutilated cattle on the Indian reser-
vation we, I believe, will be in the same position as the ;
other law enforcement agencies at this time and would be seeking
to achieve an almost impossible task. It is my belief that -
if we are to participate in any manner that we should do so;
fully, although this*office and the USA&#39;s office are at&#39;a loss
to determine what atute our investigative jurisdiction would
be in this matter} elf we are to act solely as a coordinator
or in any other official capacity the sooner we can place p
this information in the computer bank, the better off we ,
would be and in this regard it would be my recomendation that
an expert in the computer field at the Bureau travel to - -
Albuquerque in the very near future so that we can determine .i
what type of information will be needed so that when the &#39;
invitation for the April conference is submitted from Senator
SCHHITT&#39;s Office that the surrounding States will be aware "
of the information that is needed to place in the computer. It
should be noted that Senator SCHHITT&#39;s Office is coordinating th
April conference and will submit the appropriate invitations
and with the cooperation of the USA, Hr. THOMPSO§,will chair
this conference. The FBI will act only as a participant.

Since this has not been investigated by the FBI in any
manner we have no theories whatsoever as to why or what is
responsible for these cattle mutilations. -Officer BABE �;~
VALDEZ is very adamant&#39;in his opinion that these mutilations .
are the work of the U. S. Government and that it is some
clandestine operation either by the CIA or the Department of
Energy and in all probability is connected with some type of ..
research into biological warfare. His main reason for these
beliefs is that he feels that he was given the "run around"&#39;
by Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory and they are attempting to -
cover up this situation. There are also theories that these are
cults  religious! or some type of Indian rituals_resulting in_
these nutilations and the wildest theory advanced is that&#39;they,¢
have some connection with unidentified flyingobjects.§5§ _ "

n - = -. - -.~!  &#39; -= "" .. .-&#39;..- =&#39;-.. _ ..

�*. ¢=If we are to assume an_investigative posture into this -f

i
I
!

area,&#39;the_matter?oflmanpower, of course,-becomes a consideration
and I&#39;an unable to determine at this time the amount of manpower
that would be needed to give this our full attention so that
a rapid conclusion could be reached.

The Bureau is requested to furnish its coments and
guidance on this whole situation including, if desired, the
Legal Qounsel&#39;s assessnent of jurisdictional question. An
early response would be needed however, so that.we might
properly, if reguested to do so, obtain the data bank __.
information. I it appears that we are going to become

-3-
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involved in this matter, it is obvious that there would be a
large amount of correspondence necessary and Albuquerque would

. -
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3/6/79

lb: 810, Albuquerque 1 - J. E. Smith

8% Director, FBI
lllwlelrlr a gugo .-eon

c c s~CIR * -" &#39;

Remairtal, 2/16/19 .

/I
00st Albuquerque &#39;

Enclosed for the Albuquerque Division is one copy
of a nemorsnoum from tho B�-�"�*�*� *� �e apartment or iustice i��ii dated
March 2, 1979, and attachments.

_ In accordance with enclosed nemcrancu, the
ilbuquerque Divisi ion s instructed to conduct an appropriate
investigation into the 15 mutilations of animals which were
performed on Indian reservations within th &#39;m

_ __il h
e state of New

dexico. After the Albuquerque Division conducts a preliminary
investigation into these mutilations and it is believed that
placing information into a computer bank iill be of investi-
gative assistance, at that time the re quest for same shou&d���92
be submitted with full Justification. FBIHQ u on i ?
of ldditi , p rec {g;j!%a; =Aonal information from DOJ, will forward samc.i92__&____�,/

IBIHQ should be kept apprised_on a timely basis g
the results of investigative efforts. &#39;

Enclosures - 3

is w t /?�?/ /�§/.f&#39;~,.._.-
k MAR 12 1979
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Airtel to SAC, Albuquerque A
RE; THE MUTILATIONS OF 15 ANIMALS

NOTE: This case involves the mutilation of 15 cattle in the
past three years on Indian reservations in the state or NewMexico. These mutilations have occurred in other areas ofthe southwestern part or the_pnited States during the sametime period, and the mutilations have been characterized as
generally ritualistic. ;Investigative efforts by variousJurisdictions have.been negative Senator Schmitt f_ . romNew Mexico has taken an interest in these mutilations and
has been in c tV yon act with the DOJ. The Albuquerque Divisionhas_been instructed to conduct appropriate,invesitigation1 V . .nto this matter in accordance with the enclosed memorandum
from DOJ. - e &#39;
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Tft&#39;ANSMPT vim - PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
E] Teletype [3 Immediate [:1 TOP SECRET
Q Facsimile &#39;13 Priority |;1 sscanrr

[3 Routine 53 conrmswrm.
- |;3 E F 1&#39; 0

E] CLEAR
AIRTEL 4/25/&#39;19

V Date __._....____..._._-_1
______________________________________ ___I

FD46GW%§4F"&#39;

ID

1--nu--:11;-Q11-�n�-11

1 TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: snc, ALBUQUERQUE �98-541!  P! �

� was Qurrmwrons or
15 ANIMAI..S"�"""""" 92
cm  c!
00: ALBUQUERQUE

SUBJECT :

92 Re Bureau airtel to Albuquerque, 3/6/79.�

Enclosed for the Bureau are three copies of an LHM p
captioned "Cattle Mutilations", dated 4/25/79.

A conference directed by Senator HARRISON SCHMIT
New Mexico, and U.S. Attorney R.E. THOMPSON, Albuquerque,hf�
was held on 4/20/79, at Albuquerque. This conference was�
opened to the public and was attended by law enfcrcementy _officials from New Mexico and other states, the news mediggify

, and interested persons. Approximately 180 persons were in
V attendance. During the conference, Senator SCHMITT stated

that the FBI had been designated as being in charge of cattle
mutilations. He explained to the conference attendees that
he had conferred with Attorney General GRIFFIN BELL regarding
the matter of federal involvement in cattle mutilations and

; that the.FBI had now received the authority from the Attorney *
General to conduct such an investigation. Senator SCHMITT
stated that in the peg; the Federal Government had not
entered into the�¥?§�§§igation Qecause it felt it did nOtar4&#39; 1

Prior 92 e conference it was explained to WAYNE
CIDDIO, Senator _ ITT�s Administrative Aide in Santa Fe,
New Mexico,_tha � &#39; FBI in Albuquerque had received-iuthn:itg___from its hea%ib EB to conduct investigations into cattle

T,

92� J. -   in-q-III

BWJ/B95 �&#39;! .I� _ _{,"¢/wsr,

92 1  13:/Q-$111330  Enc 3! l�bdmti d �M. _ T� , �it Q��;-;
P! - M I - Tr". 9292 -Albuquerq ,7/3&#39;2," &#39;~*:� .- " Frau ABM; 92
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AD 198-541

mutilations occurring on Indian lands, but that its investi� H
gation was limited to these mutiliations. CIDDIO said he
would insure that Senator SCHMITT was apprised of this.
limitation. -This information was given to Hr. CIDDIO on .&#39;

�.4/9/19.~<._- ;r~+es=»»:»<=-r "** : so - » at B
�I � _ - � _ . "

--"* .&#39; During the conference, FORREST S. PUTMAN, Albuquerque
FBI, explained that the FBI&#39;s jurisdiction extended to mutilation
occurring on Indian lands. He said, however, that the FBI in
conducting its investigation of these mutilations would take
into account mutilations occurring elsewhere which showed v
a similar M0.. F &#39;�= *

�- : &#39; i .
� The jurisdictional problems of all law enforcement-

officials investigating mutilations were discussed during an
afternoon session of the conference attended only by law
enforcement officials. It was pointed out that in most cases,
the mutilations amounted to misdemeanor violations and were not
a felony. is Senator SCHHITT pointed out during the general
conference that the FBI might have jurisdiction to investigate
mutilations because of violations of state laws on Indian
lands, the question arose whether this would be a felony or
a misdemeanor violation. Under New Mexico State Law, the
mere mutiliation of a dead animal would be simply a misdemeanor
violation. Investigation of these matters would not be in
keeping with the FBI&#39;s current efforts to concentrate on s
priority matters. - " &#39;

The Albuquerque FBI recommends that FBIHQ point
out to the Justice Department that if the FBI is asked to
conduct investigation into cattle mutilations of which the
FBI has no jurisdiction, we will be opening ourselves to
criticism similar to criticism we have received in the past
for investigating matters wherein we have had no jurisdiction.
_It would seem appropriate that if FBI participation_in investi-
gation of;cattle_mutilations is&#39;desired&#39;byhthe Justice Department,
effort should beimade to secure Congressional approval or an
Executive Order through which_the appropriate funds could be 1

,authorized and proper jurisdiction_granted to the FBI.
_�  , &#39;_ _ &#39; ; _-_,_. .&#39; a . .�- _ _ .

Under these conditions, the FBI could approach this
matter without expectation of undue criticism and with the
anticipation that the proper resources could.be utilized to
conduct an effective investigation.

Q2-Iv
. _. . - 4*,__,,____----- »____, _,.__~.h ------�---v-II-I"""&#39; &#39;
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A If the Albuquerque FBI Office is expected to broaden
its examination of the cattle mutilation, additional manpower
would be necessary. �The scope of the cattle mutilia�on problem
"in the United States is vast and_cccrdinaticn of expected

- future investigation would be so broad that the manpowerg
currently assigned to the Albuquerque Office could not cope -
with the problem. .At the present time. the number of
additional Agents necessary for such an investigation could
not be estimated by the Albuquerque FBI Office.

. Reairtel authorized the Albuquerque FBI to&#39;investigate
the mutilations of 15 animals which have reportedly occurred
on Indian lands within the State of New Mexico. Furtheri-
investigation of these mutilations is an impossibility because
of the fact that the carcasses of the animals have been destroyed
The only purpose which could be served in making inquiry about
these matters would be to compile a record of what investigators
have determined in the past. It is expected this would be an
extremely limited record because those who have looked int o
such cattle mutilations have done so without any jurisdictional
author� &#39; &#39;ity and their records are expected to be very brief,
if any at all were kept.

The Albuquerque FBI Office feels that if an investi-
gative unit is approved and an LEAA Grant is given to the Office
of the District Attorney in Santa Fe, New Mexico, this approach
to the solution would probably be the best in the absence of
full FBI jurisdiction. Such an investigative unit would have
jurisdiction over investigation of the cattle mutilations and
authority to prosecute persons responsible for the mutilations
if they are identified. The FBI could cooperate with this unit
by furnishing data available to it for assistance in its
investigation. The Albuquerque FBI feels that if the grant
is given to the District Attorney&#39;s Office in Santa Fe �
coordination of_investigative efforts could be handled&#39;11.
#PP¥Qpr1ate1x-.; ;r~t¢; ;*<z=.~ ¢<v@ .=
� -- * . --" . &#39;1 -&#39;..&#39;-&#39; .12 :1 ,- _ T�. 1 �"&#39; - . -- &#39; .

q in, - During the afternoon_session,of_ghe&#39;conferenceh - -
attended by.law�enforcement&#39;officials} it was concluded by
U.S. Attorney THOMPSON that a�decision would be made whether
the FBI, the New Mexico State Police, or the special unit
attached to the Santa Fe District Attorney�s Office would be
the coordinating agency for the investigation of the cattle
mutilations. U.S. Attorney THOMPSON said a decision would be
madewdthhatwo weeks which of these three agencies would be so
designated depending upon approval from FBIHQ, the New Mexico
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&#39;State Police, and the granting of the LEAA funds. The
Albuquerque FBI does not recommend that the FBI be the �
coordinating unit unless the FBI is given full jurisdiction
to look into all mutiliations by either Congress or Executive

- _  .. ". ._ . - .._-.., "&#39;_ &#39;,.|. » &#39;

&#39; &#39;92 &#39; An article appeared in the "Albuquerque Journal"&#39;
on Wednesday, 4/25/79, captioned �Santa Fe DA to Coordinate
Cattle Mutilation Probe�. The article states the Santa Fe
District Attorney&#39;s Office was awarded $44,170 in grant money
to coordinate investigations of cattle mutilations. &#39;This
award was made on Tuesday, 4/24/79; According to the
article, the grant application received the backing of U.S.
Attorney R.E. THMPSON and the FBI. *

r &#39; .

_ The Albuquerque Office of the FBI recomends that
the investigative unit to be set up with the grant money be
designated as the coordinator for cattle mutilation investiqa�ons.
The Albuquerque Office would maintain a liaison with the investi-
gative unit and cooperate with it in exchanging data and restrict
its investigations to those cattle mutilations which might
occur on Indian lands in the future.
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CATTLE MUTILATIONS

p On April 20, 1979, a conference was held at the
Albuquerque Public Library at Albuquerque, New Mexico. This
cgnferei-ace was: chair-�r�! hv Qnnaf�? �I-IEPDTROLI RCTF-�lM&#39;l"&#39;l""|�. Rl=.D11h&#39;lit!Elh_on I-van-w noun-unauv-van cw� -v�anu-uwwwa -;----�-&#39;v- �w---�-- |- - wt _--��w�--I

New Mexico, and United States Attorney R.E. THOMPSON of
-Albuquerque. The conference convened at 9:00 a.m. The morning
session was attended by representatives from various law
enforcement agencies, news media representatives, and the
general public. Approximately 180 persons attended the
conference during the morning session. This session lasted until
approximately 12:00 noon.

Senator SCHMITT opened the conference by explaining
its purpose. He said, "This hearing is to define the scope
pf the problem and_the basis�for federal assistance and to
examine how the FBI might be involved.� U.S. Attorney R.E.
THOMPSON explained to those attending the conference that
federal jurisdiction for investigations conducted by the FBI
is limited to those areas approved by Congress. U.S. Attorney
THOMPSON said there is a possible violation of a federal statute
requiring that aircraft be appropriately marked and identified.
He explained that this statute might possibly have been violated
because of reports that the unidentified aircraft have been
observed in the area of cattle mutilations.

Senator SCHMITT explained that his staff and others
have searched the federal statutes and have concluded there
is possible federal jurisdiction under Title 18, U.S. code,
Sections 7 and 13, having to do with violations of state law
on Indian or federal lands. Senator SCHMITT expressed his hope
that the FBI could conduct investigation into the cattle
mutilations under these statutes. Senator SCHMITT stated to
the conference that the FBI would coordinate the investigation_
of_cattle mutilations. _ ,M,,,�_ mu _m_,_iq_l,:.

|

This document contains neither recomendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and
its contents are not to be distributed outside

your agency. �,;�
/K  ..-pf" £1-&#39; =--&#39; 1.-" E ..-<a1;"&#39;.fr-
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QATTLE MUTILATIQNS

FORREST S. PUTMAN, Special Agent in Charge  SAC!,
Albuquerque Office of the FBI, explained to the conference
that the Justice Department had given the FBI authority
to investigate those cattle mutilations which have occurred
or might occur on Indian lands. He further explained that
the Albuquerque FBI would look at such mutilations in connection
with mutilations occurring off-Indian lands for the purpose
of comparison and control, especially where the same methods
of operation are noted. SAC PUTMAN said that in order for
this matter to be resolved, the facts surrounding such
mutilations should be gathered and computerized.

District Attorney ELOY MARTINEZ, Santa Fe, New Mexico,
told the conference that his judicial district had made
application for a $50,000 Law Enforcement Assistance Administratior
 LEAA! Grant for the purpose of investigating the cattle

mutilations. He explained that there is hope that with the
funds from this grant, an investigative unit can be established
for the sole purpose of resolving the mutilation problem. He
said it is his view that such an investigative unit could serve
as a headquarters for all law enforcement officials investigating
the mutilations and, in particular, would serve as a repository
for information developed in order that this information could
be coordinated properly. He said such a unit would not only
coordinate this information, but also handle submissions to
a qualified lab for both evidence and photographs. Mr. MARTINEZ
said a hearing will be held on April 24, 1979, for the purpose
of determining whether this grant will be approved.

GABE VALDEZ, New Mexico State Police, Dulce, New Mexico,
reported he has investigated the death of 90 cattle during the
past three years, as well as six horses. Officer VALDEZ said
he is convinced that the mutiliations of the animals have not
been the work of predators because of the precise manner of
the cuts.

Officer VALDEZ said he had investigated mutilations
of several animals which had occurred on the ranch of MANUEL
GOMEZ of Dulce, New Mexico.

MANUEL GOMZ addressed the conference and explained
he had lost six animals to unexplained deaths which were found

win a mutilated condition within the last two years. Further,
GOMEZ said that he and his family are experiencing fear and
mental anguish because of the mutilations.

l .
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DAVID PERKINS, Director of the Department of
at Libre School in Farasita, Colorado, exhibited a map
United States which contained hundreds of colored pins

Research

of the

identifying
mutilation sites. He commented that he had been making a
systematic collection of data since 1975, and has never met
a greater challenge. He said, �The only thing that makes sense
about the mutilations is that they make no sense at all."

TOM ADAMS of Paris Texas, who has been independently
examining mutilations for six years, said his investigation
has shown that helicopters are almost always observed in the
area of the mutiliations. He said that the helicopters do
not have identifying markings and they fly at abnormal, unsafe,
or illegal altitudes.

Dr. PETER VAN ARSDALE, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,
Department of Anthropology, University of Denver, suggested
that those investigating the cattle mutilations take a systematic
approach and look at all types of evidence is discounting any
of the propounded theories such as responsibility by extraterrestri
visitors or Satanic cults.

RICHARD SIGISMUND, Social Scientist, Boulder, Colorado,
presented an argument which advanced the theory that the cattle
mutilations are possibly related to activity of UFOs. Numerous
other persons made similar type presentations expounding on
their theories regarding the possibility that the mutilations
are the responsibility of extraterrestrial visitors, members of
Satanic cults, or some unknown government agency.

Dr. RICHARD PRINE, Forensic Veterinarian, Los Alamos
Scientific Laboratory  LASL!, Los Alamos, New Mexico, discounted
the possibility that the mutilations have been done by anything
but predators. He said he had examined six carcasses and in
his opinion predators were responsible for the mutiliation of
all six.

. Dr. CLAIRE HIBBS, a representative of the State
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, New Mexico State University,
Las Cruces, New Mexico, said he recently came to New Mexico,
but that prior to that he examined some mutiliation findings
in Kansas and Nebraska. Dr. HIBBS said the mutiliations fell
into three categories: animals killed and mutilated by predators
and scavengers, animals mutilated after death by �sharp instruments
and animals mutilated by pranksters.

. -3-
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. CATTLE MUTILATIONS

TOMY BLAND, Lewisville, Texas, told the conference
he has been studying UFO activities for twenty-two years and
mutilations for twelve years. He explained that animal
mutilations date back to the early l8���s in England and
Scotland. He also pointed out that animal mutilations are
not confined to cattle, but cited incidents of mutilation
of horses, dogs, sheep, and rabbits. He also said that the
mutilations are not only nationwide, but international in
scope.

Other speakers at the conference suggested ways of
approaching an investigation into the mutilations, urging
access to technological equipment and technologically trained
individuals. -

Chief RALEIGH TAFOYA, Jicarilla Apache Tribe, and
WALTER DASHENO, Governor, Santa Clara Pueblo, each spoke
briefly to the conference. Both spoke of the cattle which
had been found mutilated on their respective Indian lands.
Governor DASHENO said he is concerned as to the extent of
the jurisdiction by investigating agencies into the matter
and Chief TAFOYA said some of his people who have lost livestock
have been threatened. He did not elaborate on these threats.

CARL W. WHITESIDE, Investigator, Colorado Bureau of
Investigation, told the conference that between April and
December, 1975, his Bureau investigated 203 reports of cattle
mutilations. He said in addition his Bureau conducted an
undercover investigation in an attempt to resolve the mutilation
problem. He said during the investigation by his Bureau, numerous
pieces of evidence were submitted to the Colorado State University

. Large Animal Hospital and all civilian and military helicopter
A flights were monitored during this probe. WHITBSIDE said,

"Sadly, most of these efforts produced no results.� He said
they were unable to place any unidentified vehicle in the air
or on the ground near the carcasses that were found. He said
his group submitted 35 carcasses to the laboratory for examination
Only 19 of those subitted were deemed to be of recent enough
vintage to make an examination and of those 19, nine were deter-
mined to be willful mutilations. He said of those nine, it was
concluded that two were done by pranksters. �WHITESIDE said
that his organization even set up a secret witness program with
the cooperation of the&#39;Denver Post", but this resulted in no
information to assist in a solution to the matter.

-4-
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CATTLETMUT;LATIONS

During the afternoon of April 20, 1979, law
enforcement officers met with U.S. Attorney R.E. THOMPSON
for a special meeting. At this conference were representatives
from the FBI and numerous state law enforcement officers from
New Mexico. Also in attendance were investigators from Nebraska,
Colorado, Montana, and Arkansas. During the conference emphasis
was placed on an attempt to determine the most appropriate way
of approaching the solution of the cattle mutilations. The
officials decided that direction for the investigation should
be the responsibility of one of three agencies *- the FBI,
the District Attorney&#39;s Office in Santa Fe, New Mexico, which
has applied for the LEAA Grant, or the New Mexico State Police.
U.S. Attorney THOMPSON concluded that within the next two
weeks a determination would be made which of the three agencies
would be the primary investigative group and the agency&#39;s
responsibility for the collection of data regarding the
mutiletions. U.S. Attorney THOMPSON pointed out that the
FBI would have to receive approval from Washington, District
Attorney MARTINEZ� group would have to receive the LEAA Grant,
and the New Mexico State Police would have to obtain clearance
from its headquarters.

During this session of the conference, investigators
from Arkansas pointed out that they have examined 28 cases of
cattle mutilations and it is their conclusion that all cases
were the work of intentional mutilators and not of predators.
The examination of carcasses submitted by their investigators
have been done by the Oklahoma State University Forensic Lab.

The investigator present at the conference from Montana
expressed his opinion that carcasses found in Montana were also
mutilated by deliberate efforts and not by predators.

All investigators present daring this session recommended
that there be a central collection unit which could coordinate
information from all areas. Also, all investigators recommended
that a standard procedure and form be adopted for the investi-
gation of future mutilations. They recommended that evidence
be examined by a qualified veterinary pathologist.
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