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N1i1N YORI\ CITY NY File No. 6 

NEW YOR!i: CITY 10/29/40 

Ti e _.,..~ 

~-----6~------~-----~r L----------------'~"lith aliases ESPIONAGE ~ G 

File reviewed and all outstanding lead& 
set out. 

A review of instant file is being made 
upon the request of the Special Agent in 
C ar~e ·.rho sugreated th2t such a review 
be mde from serial 172 t~ date in Ql'der 
to br2ng thls case to a logical conclusion 
as soon as ,,oss2ble. 

~ (__..-.....\ 

1 ~~~ :erial 1')2 1s the report of'· pecial Agent 
~ y I_ !dated at New Yorl City, April 

, , -j;)l,f.,' 1. I•; ? , 1940. and is a complete r view of the 

~ 711 entire file to that dAlte. T ('·:cijl 
' /"'"''-pi' ,f il leads set out in Spacial ./ii,;en report 
~ 1 ~ are those to ascE>rtain the id n J. a. 

~ 1 "~~II> background of the people "ihOm Subject had 
~ contacted or had listed in he address boo~. 

. ,, 

\ 
The report o! Special AgentL~----------------...1 

i eau 
r J41am1 

Newark 
' Washington, 

Denver 
Maw H&ven 
llilw lork 

.1#-.::.~,""' ·~ .... -· ;".....' 
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I NE'fARK FIEID DIVISION 

WASHINGTON FIEID D.l:II'ISION 
I 

DEliVER FIELD DIVISION 

,. At DENVER, COLOfl.IJJO, ;;i~l re appropriate 
inouiry through the Hotel Erown Palace for ormation as to the 
identity and general reputation of SI.b§_ ' ..l:lEh:l:Oll, vrhom Subject 
attempted to contact telephoni,ally In Janu y 17, 1940. (Set 
out. in report of Special Agent dated Ju 19, 1940 at 
New York City.) 
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He adrl•"- tb.at SILAS lt. liEWI'ON i! connected with tl!.e 
Oriental ietinin C in Denver and ie conaidered to 0. a l1lall 

o! 110M IIINlUI. adrl .. d. that !re uentl NE'ii'I'ON is out 

'-------r!:h:•n:..:HEWTON==::,returna to DenTer. 

r I at. a ted he hat lmown HEWTON during the time 
he hae lin~ at the Br<t'MI Palace Hotel, and reprds hi& u a nry 
sub&i.ntial man; that WElTON is highly regarded about the hotel; and 
in hie opinion, NEWTON ie not engs~ in t•reign aotivities o! any 
tzpe. He &aid NEWrOii !nquently playa pl4 with I I ~! Denver, Colorado, .._ _______ ____. 

I I I to .t,centl I liEWTON !rom the hotel .~rr:n::-::e::-::e:-rJ-=a:a::ury==-Tt-, ""ir:ollnirl'o~,-=an~a:r--...J 
1t wu ascart&ihad llat NE'II'l'OH did not uka any 'phone calla froa the 
hotel to New York Cit;r during inatant peri~. 

~ 
I lo.nn:r, at..tad 

thatl ~WfON IJiDet nary da:r wtlen bJilOH ie in the 
cit;r, &iid tt in Ma opinion, II'EtiTOtl ill & 11M Of COMicler&))le .. ana, 
hiP17 regarded by all who come in contact with hia; and ie of the 
definite opinion that NEWTON is not SPfliWd in E•p1onage aotiTiti••· 

I II ~own Palaee Hotel, 
1U.ted he bu known HEWl'ON for tiU'ae or tour yeau. liEWTON harl.ng lind 
at the Brown Palace Hotel! I Rr eaid he 
knew NEWTON in New York Citrl _the Qothan 
Hotel there; that IIEW'l'ON atayed at this hotel oetore he ea.. to DenTer 
about two :reera ap. He adTi8ed NEW'!OH had a high-priced apart.11111nt at 
the Gothan Hotel; however, aa far as he knows, lEWTON has alwaye con­
ducted hie attaira above-board. 

I hated they do 110t know 
where HIW<tM fOiB ihi16 66 diS tfiPI iiij ii'b.t DenTer, Colot-ado. 

(2) 
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PD, 

! I Dtnnr.f lth&t IU.'WTOII hu had 
no credr aet!Yitiea; however, aeCQrding to hi1 recorda, SIL!S Y. 
IIEW'l'ON ~C&II18 President. o! the Oriental Refining Colllp8ll7, DeaTer, 
4.n Jul;r 2e, 1939; and later bee ... coDDected with the Kansas and. 
WyQadng Oil CorporatiOft, Denver, in SepteiiiMr, 1.94.0, both eo.pa.niee 
be!nt reliable concern., the Oriental Refining Company having a 
capi"t.al o! $2 1000 1000. 

I la11o adTieed I lthat NEWTON 
ia reported to 6i o! rood character, fOOd habits, Tery substantial 
earniac-, there ~ing no record of law tuits, collections, or bank­
ruptCT against NEWTON. 

On September 7, 1938, the Dennr Field Dirlaion recdT4KI a 
letter fromj j attorney-at-law, Firat National Bank 

Building, Denver, Colorado, which r~uested in!or&~~.tion concernin1 
a possible mall frau eharge against one SILAS Y. NEWTON. 

Upon requeet of the Bureau, the Denver Field Division 
on September 24, 19~8, received a COP1 of the criminal record o! 
one SILAS K. NEWTON, FBI #835861, which ie quoted &I follows: 

NYC, N!. Silas Y, Newton 7-8-111 fug.-.arrant- 7-lo-31, del. 
II- (Jotontclair,N,J. to N.J • .!uth. 

eons pirac17) 

SPol. , Oneida, SUu Katon lfewton, 9~--&• false stoc:lc 
1!. 

SO, Elal.ra, 
N.Y. 

PD, NYC,NY 

• 

alias Silae Newton, statements 
#2288 
Silas li..Newton, 7-15-35 2 indictments - rel.on bail 
11-- vio.952 P.L. t2500 

Silas 111. Newton 9-25-36 G.L.2nd 
IIW3e74. (warrant) 

WAIITEO b7 Det. ll!tb Sqd. Co~~p., #2165, 11-9-35 !or 
Wichita, Kan•. 

WANTED b7 Det. !or G, L,, let, Binghamtoo,N.Y.,eard 
filed 11-14-34.. 

(Above notations al appearing on record atteet rec. 
!roa PD, NYC, NY). 

(:5) 
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h !attorney-at-law, 810 Firet National 
Bank Bu d!Di, blinn?. upon i:ftturtew, adTiaed that in 1.959 he 
•• req~et~ b;r a ~r of Dennr, .-hoee ll8JIIe he ret.e~ to 
renal ia new of the t .. t the banker ia a client, to til1d out 
all he could about SI.LA:I }1, IOOITON, and eapecially with reprd 
to a poseible conviction in a aail fraud ea8e, eeveral ;rear• 
prniousl;r • 

.-,----,la.4Tiaed he e~eated wit.h n-roue peni­
tentiariee and GoTero.ent agencies, receiTing replies froa all 
to whoa be wrote, adTieing the;r bad no record ot SILAS Y. NEWTON 
and did not "know bia, 

UIDI:ViLOPED LEADS : 

THE NEW !OR! CITY DITISIOtl: 

At!!! !2t!'~- Will ..Xe appropriate inTeetigation 
at tbe Clotho Hotel toacerninr tile ,.neral reputatioo o! s!LA$. 
IIEWTOH, who •taye4 at tbie hotel prior to 11139, , and who SubJect 
attempted to contact t•lephonicall;r on January lf, 1940. 

REFERRED UPON COYPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

(4) 
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\ J listed the name of SILAS Jl!,} """'"'v". 

Reference report sets forth a lea~ for the Denvel', 
Colorado, office to make appropriate inquiry at the Hotel Brown 
Fa~ for information as to the identity and general reputation 
ot !ILA.S M. NEWTON, Inasmuch as it is now thought that inves­
tigation indicates NE',,rroN is presently in Hollywood, California, 
it is requested that the Manager of the Hotel Brown Palace be 
openly interviewed concerning the identity and general reputation 
of SILAS M. NEWTON. 

In the same report a lead is set forth for the New 
York office to obtain certain telegrams from the Western Union 
Telegra Com n in compliance with lead set forth by Special 
Agent dated at New York City, July 19, 1940. Inasmuch 
as it J.S • J. y possible that the Western Union Telegraph Company 
has disposed of these telegrams, no effort is being made toward 
obtaining copies from the Western Union telegraph office, 

Attention is called to the undeveloped lead appearing 
in the report of Special Agent! J dated January 7, 19411 
at New York City, to ascertain the J.dentJ. les of the various per­
sons with whom subject has been in teleePPi c ggmmppi cjion as 
set out in the rep0rts of Special Agent at New 
York City, dated: 

March 6, 1939 
A,pril 25, 1939 

b7C 
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Of thiS aCCO\Ult be mAMA ~ n n'rn"'l" t.n _,. i '"" i -1' Uzn$ Of mOney are 

It is also suggested that in the event a ~ank account 
is located in the name of SILAS M. NEWTON that f) xamination 

being sent by NEl'rl'ON I b 7 c 

~~~~==~========~------------

I 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

I IMTC-~ ~ ... A •• Y 

LOS J..JG1!:LBS 1 3-20--4i, LT 

IHT.AILS I 
' 

ISPIONAGB - G 

bollywood !Aiokerboemtr 
.__Ho~tr-e~lr-,~1""7.-14,...L,f~,~e.~r-~~,.=.~.-to~.~Angelu, obt&iud. the 

guee\ ro~ietr.tion eard of NEWTON Whioh r.tloat.d taat 
he reciat.red at tho hotel on Doo.aber 23, 1940, tiTin~ aia address 
aa tae Brwwn Palaoe Hotel, DenTer, Colorado, taat he waa assigno4 to 
ape.r:tMnt 9l4 at a rate of te.oo per day e.nd that he l'ell!&ined. &t the 
hotel util February 18, 1941, Upon lH.Ting, NEII'J.'PN gave no forn.rd-
1~ add.nu and it -.• auw.d tltat he had rotl.lrned to Doanr, 

Tae !niokerbooksr Hotel had obtained a credit oard froa 
NIITOK whioh refloated the followi~1 

1 a• 11 ••raon:D NUUI 
R .. idenae 

S~N 
Brown Palaeo Hotel 

Dennr, Colorado ' . ITIJUC. ao• 

J. 

5- !\tnn 
2 ·- Nw YN'k 
2 - l!:Nt.l&l Ci ty.__.,.... __ ~"""T~ 
2 - J)a.Tet 
2 • X.• Jagelu •· ,.J._ ..... ..._... __ 

MAR 26 

·--
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Looal \~ference 
\ 

Qocupe.tion 

111. 

Cititens S~te Bank 
McCracken, Kanaae 

~baasador Hotel 

Treasurer OrientAl Refining 
Company, DenTer, Colorado 

Contained in the tile Wt.l a letter from the Citi•••• 
State Bank:, MoCrt.oi:en, Kansas whioh •t&ted tht.t bulineu rdation• 
tl!.ipa with NEilTON had been Yery aathfaotory and that he fta well 
able to oare for hia financial uadertt.kint•• 

!stated tht.t NBII'TON was well k'l'lown as a guest 
ot the ho~t~e~l~a-a~he--~hA~d been making the Hollywood Knickerbocker 
hia headquarters when in Los Angeles tor the paat tiTe or six 
years, that Tory little was known ot hia asaooiates or hia buai­
neaa oonneotiona aaide from the faot that he fr.quently referred 
to tbe petrol- indicated that he wae nll Yersed 
in the industry. rther stated that NEII'TON, 'lfhih b7C 
in Loa Angelu, p t. • the 
on the gredit oard, 

~----~' ~---------------------------------~ 
A reTi.w of NIWTON 18 acco.nt during the tt.. of hia 

et&y reflected .amorous long diatanee telephone oalla. Tbeae 
were llf,do from the hotel IIWi tehlloard and an effort -• maa to 
gbt.f~p t:: hotel telephone tioi:eta 1howing thne oalla, howeTer, I _ __JadTiaed tht. t the hotel did not retain them after the 
gun •'1• -re paid and therefore they nro act anilable. 
For tho into~tion of the file the following rooord of tele­
phone Klla ae ta.kon from NE'II'TO!i''8 aooount is being aet out 1 

Do.te Cht.rfi• 

Deoernber 23, 194o t2.20 
Dece~~~ber 21 , 1940 4.6o 
Janus.ry 5, 1941 3o6o 

2.20 
7o4o 

January 14, 1941 13.50 
Janus.ry 19, 1941 l. 75 

3.6o 
Jt..Duary 21, 1941 7.50 

8.00 
3.6o 

- 2 -
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Janu.,r;r 22, 1941 
Janua'1 26, 1941 
Febr~.~...r,- 2, 1941 
February 10, 1941 

Februt.ry 12, 1941 
Feb1"11ary 14, 1941 
February 17, 1941 

Charge 

$ .65 
4.70 
3.6o 
.25 
o25 
.25 
·25 
.25 
.~ 

J ladvhed that to hia kn01rledge NDI'TON had nner 
referre to nu eTer having bee11 -.rried or haviag 11. fa:mily. 
He further stated that llEI'i'IDN had newr indioated partioll.lar 
intereat in the Jr&lent intern&tional oriaia and had never ex­
presaed any nationaliatio aympathiea, 

._ ___ _.lduoribed NlllfTON u 1 

AI!:• 
Height 
Weight 
Build 
Complexion 

50 yee.ra 
5 feet, 9 inohes 
16o pounda 
Heavy, rather etoolr:y 
Ruddy 
S.Ooth shaven 
Playa golf oontinuoualy 

Aa noted on the oredit oard of NEWTON he 11•:; t~e 
t;:oud:~::tt1 u a 1ooa1 reterenoe. I __ J ~uador Hotel, obt&in"'e"'a-t:il"""e,...,hO=t"e""i...,.o"'re-T~t~ 
oa on N, which reflected tb.e identioa.l info nee. tion aet 
out on the oredit oard held by the Hollywood Kniokerbooker 
Hotel. In addition it gave hia buainess address 11.1 906 !quit­
able Building, Denver, Colorado, The oredit oard is dated 
October l4, 1938, A letter oor~t&il!.ed in this file from the 
Citi~••• State Bank, VoCraoken, Kanaaa also indioatea that 
NEWTON ia well able to take oare ot hi• finanoial undertakings, 

'11th r:efelenae to NDrTQ:ti'S stay r.t the .Ybusad.Qr 
Hotel,ladTill'!ld that he had only regiatered theN 
~ on, oao••ion t~t being from Ootober 14 to October 16, 
1938. loou1d not recall NEWTON or anything concerning 
him. 

For the information ot the K&naas City Offioe, report 
of reference atates that inforaation reoeived from In•peotor 

- 3 -
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lL___ If~• NBWTON in all probability io SILAS 
NJ!j rTON who is reforre~ to in tho Fe dual Inoome Tll.x Retur11 
of 1 for the ~ar 1:28. u rflflegted in the 
r.po o roLeren ....... eroin ,_I_~'II'IIIRim'------------...1 

L-___ __.!tho naae of SILAS M. i&i(). 

Report of reforenoe roque1tod tho Lo• 1Agelea Field 
Dhidon to endeaTor to looate a bt.nlc aocount for SILA..S ll. 
NEilTON and examine oe.me to detomiae if tUIIU! of .aney are 
being 1ent by NEWTON to ~ubjeot. In view of the taot that 
aubjoot io no longer residing at tho Hollywood Kniokerbookor 
Hotel, no further investigation by tho Los Angeles Field Di· 
vi1ion ia bfling oonduotod. 

Tho indio•• of the Lga Angelos Field Division oon-
tain no reoord on._l ______ _.lliated by NEWTON as a lood 
reforonoe. 

- REFERRED ~CPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN • 
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TEB KANSAS CITY FIILD DIVISION 

.lT 1£ CRACDJJ, KANSAS t 

Will en.aine the bank &oOoU.I1t of' S 1LAS ~ON & t 
the Citi1ena State B&nk and determine if' au.. of' •oney are be• 
ing sent by NEII'TON I I the subjeot of' thh 
oaae. 

• RKFIRRKD UPON COYPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN • 

- 5 -
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