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nga i sede to the report of Speciel
dated Jamasry 7, 1941, at Hew York
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It is nobted that this report conatitutes o
file review for the purposs of setting forth the
deliuguent investigetive losds for the various field
offiose upd that & seventy-day delsy wns cccasiomed in
the typing of this vaport.

g

Thiz investigotion requires active attention in
en #ifort to bring it to & logiond conclusion st the
aariiest rosaible dets. The Intevested offives should,
ﬁhmfaw glre this metier thw neosssary inwestigetive
athention w sccordunce with the leads set out and reports
thersou should b mimitted to the Buresu not lster than
Februsvy 5, 1941.

Yory truly yours,

John Sdgar Hoower

Diractor
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGﬁTION

1
+

Origin MNIW YORK CITY NY Pile No. 65-87
' 1 Date — riod Made by " S
3 ™ l
NEW TORE CITY [/ yafa N ao/2900 |
i i i
Title e ) Bharacter
bith aliases ESPIONAGE ~ G '

-

. STNOPSIS OF FACTS:

File reviewed and all outstanding leads
set out,

ARMATIN FNTAINED,
e el
/S - Sl)

under date of Sept. 24, 1540, with copy
to New York Office, A 297 WIJ

A review of ingtant file 1s being made
upon the request of the Special Agent in
C ar.e ho sugrested thet such a review
be made from serial 172 to date in trder
to brang this case to a logiecal conclusion
as sooh as possable, e
[ N\

fr&malﬂ&jlg the report of Special Agent

ated at New York City, April
27, 1940, and is & complete review of the
entire file to thet date. 1T rineipal
leads set out in Speclal Agen report
are those to ascertaln the identity &

background of the people whom|Subject had
contacted or had listed in hex address book.

The report of Special hgent| |
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65-87

i ARX FIEID DIVISION

WASHINGTON FIELD D?lSION

e

DENVER FIELD DIVISION

# At DENVER, CCLOR/DO, will npZke appropriate
inquiry through the Hotel browm Palace for ormation as to the
identity and general reputation of SIL.S N& NEWTCH, vhom Subject
attempted to contact telephonically on Jdanuary 17, 1940. (Set
out in report of Special Agent dated July 19, 1940 at
New York City.)




Mo
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
_Ao.i‘lluuammxr NEW YORX CITY FILE MO, 85180
wumu mnmﬂq\ mm RIPOICE SAADE BY RO
DINVER 2/18/41 \\ 1/3,7,10/41 |
TiLx 4] N CHARALZTIN OF CARE
with aliases
ESPIONAGE - G,

SYNOPEIS OF FACTH:
SILAS HEWYOM highly regarded at Erown
Palace ol, Denver, Cole., where he has
& resided since 1/20/38. Recerds Retail
8‘ Credit Men's Aszn., Denver, revealed NEWION
o= @!"’ has very substantial inceme, good character,
= and habits. Ne record of law suit, collectiom,
s Y, or bankruptey. Has been President of Orlsntal
S e M) Refining Ce., Denver, simce 7/28/39; beoame
connecied with Kansas & Wyomdng 0il Corp.,
Yor, C‘Qlot, in Sﬁpto 1940. Both r.puta.blo

Den
soncerns. Ko indicatiom ef Espionage activities.
Crinmdnal

‘L - -1
g AV On 9/7/38 received inquiry relative possible
b, LA .
- S5 mail framnd vioclation en part of NEWTON.
Een record of ome SILAS M. NEWTON received from Bwreauw __
%;‘; \,‘g‘; on 9/24/38, set out. 5oz E
LA e o Y [awed o9 -ty
%‘IEJ") - R.ULCe = :Mrig E;’
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TS SRBL e
 REFERENCE ! Report of Special Agent New Yorlipt7 /m.
u ¥ n C Kew Yoff, 3r/fP,
o W
DETAILS: AT DENVER, COLCRADO —- S 4
o!]_h — ] 8rowm Palace Hotel,
advised that SILAS M, REWTON eceupl te P-845 7rom January 20, 1938, to
Dosember 1, 1840, at which time he moved to Sulte D25-086, which he sent
sosupies. pdvised that NEWTOR's monthly rent is $280,
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of the eity

He sdvised that SIL4S M. KEWTON is connected with the

Oriental Befining C Ay in Denver and is conaidered to be a man
ol some means, advised that frequently NEWTON is out

fhen NEWTON returns to Denver.

stated he has known NEWTON during the time

he has lived at Lhe Drewn Palace Hotel, and regards him as a very
substantial man; that NEMWTON is highly regarded about the hotel; and
in his opinion, NEWTON is not engaged in féreign getivities of g&y
type., He said NEWTON frequently plays geld with |

pr Denver, Colerada.

| | to Agent|

NEWTON from the hotel since Jamuary 1, 1940, and

it was ascertained ithat NENTON did not make any ‘phone calls from the
botel to New York City during instant perlod.

I | Denver, stated
that FEFTOR almost avery day when is in the
¢lty, and that in his opinion, KEWYON is a man of considerable means,
highly regarded by all who come in contact with him; and is of the
definite opinion that NEWION 1s not engaged in Eepionage activities.

| Brown Palaee Hotel,
stated he haa known NEWICN for three or four years, NEWTON hawing lived

at the Brown Palace Hotel] | Hy said he
knew NEWTON in New York City the Gothen
Hotel there; that NEWION stayed a s hote ore Ne came to Denver

about two years ago. He advised NEWION had a high-priced apartment at
the Gothen Hotel; however, as far as he knows, NEWTON has always con-
ducted nhis atfairs above-board.

advised NEWTON had 2 good reputsation at the
Gothen I-lotol Rew Tork City, and is also highly regaraod at tha arom
P&l‘cﬂ 2 1 [leny A { § ! (RO Y

bu | NEWTON | - | return to
the city.| is of the opinion that NEWTON has a very sub-
stantial income, and is positive that NEWTON has never been engaged
in any Esplonage activities,

htated thay do mot know
Fom Denver, Colorado,

e — e m—— v———— s &



Denver, Jthat KEWTON has had
no credit activitles; however, according to hls records, SILAS M.
NEWTON becams President of the Oriental Refining Company, Demver,
dn July 28, 1939; and later bacame connected with the Kansas and
Wyoming 01l Corporatiom, Denver, in September, 1940, both companies
being rellables concerns, the Oriental Refinlng Company having a
capital of $2,000,000.

BIC
|altc advised | |that MEWTON
is reported to o good character, good hablits, very substantial
earnings, there being no record of law suits, collections, or bank-
ruptey againast NEWTON.
On September 7, 1938, the Denver Fleld Division recelved a
letter from| | attorney-at~law, First Nationsl Benk
Building, Denver, Colorado, which requested imformation concerning
a possible mall frawd charge againet one SILAS M. NEWTON.
Upon request of the Bureau, the Denver Fleld Division
on September 24, 1938, received a copy of the criminzl record of
one SILAS M. NEWION, FBI #8355861, which is quoted as follows:
PD, NYC, NY. Silas M, Newton 7881  fug.-warrant- TwlOw31l, del.
# e {Montclair,N.J. to NeJ.huth.
conspirady)
SPol,.,0neida, Silas Mason Newton, 9«25u8d4d false stock ~.
n. alies 3ilas Newton, statements
#2268
50, Elmira, Silas M, Newton, T=15-55 2 indictments - rel,on bail
N.Y, #-- vio.952 P.L. #2500
PD, NYC,NY Silas M. Newton 9-25-38 G.L.Znd
#B-93874 {warrant)

WANTED by Det. 18th 5qd. Comp., #2183, 11-9-35 for
Wickita, Kans.

WANTED by Det. for G. L,, lst, Binghamton,N.Y.,ecard
filed 8=}4-54.

(Above notations azs sppearing on record sheet rec,

from FD, NIC, NY).

(8)



attorney-at-law, B10 First National

Bank Building, Denver, upon interview, sdvised that in 1938 he

was requested by a r of Denver, whose name he refused to

reveal im view of the fagt the banker is a client, to find out

all he ecould about SILAS M, NEWTON, and especlally with regard

to a possible conviction in a mail fraud case, several years olC
previocusly.

advised he communicated with numerous penl-
tentiaries and Government agencies, receiving replies from all
to whom he wrote, sdvising they had no record of SILAS M. NEWTON
sand did not know him,

UNDEVELOPED LEADS:
THE NEW YORE CITY DHI&IOH: ’
At New York City - Will make appropriate investigation
at the Gothen Hotel soncerning the general reputation of SILAM.

NEWION, who atayed at this hotel prior to 1338, and who Subject
attempted to contact talephonically on January 15, 1940,

-- REFERRED UPON CCMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN --

(4)



6587

__[1isted the name of SILAS

Reference raport sets forth a lead for the Denver,
Colorado, office to make apprepriate inquiry at the Hotel Browm
Pa for information as to the identity and general reputation
of BILAS M. NEWIPON, Inasmuch as it is now thought that inves-
tigation indicates NEWION is presently in Hollywood, Celifornia,
1t is requested that the Manager of the Hotel Brown Palace be

openly interviewed concerning the identity and general reputation
of SILAS M. NEWTON.

In the same report a lead is get farth for the New
York office to obtain certain telegrame from the Western Union
Telegraph Company in compliance with lead set forth by Special
Agant[:ff;:égiijﬁ dated at New York City, July 19, 1940. Inasmuch
as it 18 nignly possible that the Western Union Telegraph Company

has disposed of these telegrams, no effort is being made toward
obtaining copies from the Western Union telegraph office.

Attention is called to the undeveloped lead appearing
in the report of Special Agent dated January 7, 1941,
at New York City, to ascertain The identities of the various per-
sons with whom subject has been in tele ion as
set out in the repgorts of Special Agent Iat New
York City, dated: -

March 6’ 1939
april 25, 1939

2




\‘.\:5,

65-87

It is also suggested that in the event afank account

is located in the name of SILAS M., NEWTON that an gxamination
of this account be i i s of money are

being sent by NEWICN

IS S
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Thss c}:':tlommmm AT NENW YORK CITY riLE No. 4R
'lurorrmnurr 1 mwwﬁ*‘u ; PERIOE FOR | TASICT AT B
| LOS ANGELES 30~} | 3-7,12-41 LT
“. ,km.t e Y CHARACTER OF CASK
/ Dwith alinses ESPIONAGE - G
S-£/ N N ;
W= 7
Y NOPSIS OF FA é} K., NOWTON resided Hollywood Enioker-
! ‘Qq 53 boker Hotel 12-23-l0 %o 2-1B-L1. EBelieved by
. D goment o now be at Brown Palaee Hotel,
L fj’ 3y nver, Celorsdo, whish is permanent address,
& 27 S NEWTON bamks at Citizen's State Bank, MeCracken,
}:'_: % -1 % :"' r -
Nz E
WS - =0 - S
oo “
N s
' KEPRRENCE -, . Report of Speeial Agemt
: = - 2‘3§ New York 3-lul, , o=
TR

| BRTATLS + | Hollywood Emiekerbosier
Hotel, var Avemne, Los Angeles, obtaimed the

NENTON whioch reflected the following: I
, Nume 5 KBWTON
fw DEETROYED Residenoce Brown Palace Hotel

! b )
9781 201

guest registration sard of NEWTON whish refleoted that
he reglstered at the hotel on Desember 2%, 1940, giving his address
a5 the Brewn Palaoce Hotel, Denver, Colerade, that he was ssslgned to
apartment 9l at & rete of $8,00 per day and that he remained st the
hotel umtil Pebrvary 13, 19/1. Upon leeving, NEWIDN geve nc forward-
ing sddress and it was assumed thet he had returned to Demver.

-~

The Enickerbocker Hotel had obtained a oredit card from

Denwver, Colorado
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Bank referonoe gitizens State Bank
g MaCraocken, Kansas
Locnl\roferenoo Ambagsador Hotel
N
Oocupstion Tresaurer Orlental Reflning

Company, Denver, Colorado

Contained in the file was & letter from the Citizens
State Benk, MoCracken, Kensas whioh stated that business relation-
ships with NEWTON had been very satisfactory and thet he was well
able to oure for his finansial undertakings.

stated that NEWTON was well knmown as a gusst
of the hotel as he had bheen meking the Hollywood Knickerbooker
his headquarters when in Loa Angeles for the past five or six
years, that very 1lttle was known of hls associstes or his busi-
neas connsotions sside from the fast that he frequently referred
to the petroleum indiested that he was well versed
in the industry, further stated that NEWTON, while 7
in Los Angeles, plays W I

I__an_shs_gnm]t oard,

A review of NEWTON'S scoownt during the time of hiws
sty reflected mumerous long distanse telephone calls. These
wore mede from the hotel switehbeard and wn effort weas made te

hotel telephone tilekets showing these calls, howaver,
[fff::f:f:;ludviaod that the hotel did not retain them after the
gueasts 1s were pald and therefore they were mot available,
For the informetion of the file the following record of tels-
phone oalls as taken from NEWTONY3 peacunt 1s beling set out:

Date Charge
Decsmber 23, 1940 £2,20
December &, 1940 La$0
January 5, 1941 3460
2e20
TeLi0
Januvary 1l, 1941 13,50
January 19, 193 1.75
360
January 21, 1941 7450
5400
3,60



Date Charge
Jamwmry 22, 194l & W65
Febru 2, 1all 3,60
February 10, 1941 25

025
Februery 12, 1941 25
Fobmry ll(., 1%1 025
February 17, 1941 «25

«30

advized that to his knowledge NEWTON had never
referred to hls ewer having been married or havimg a family.

He further stated that NEWTON had never indiosted partioular
interest in the yresent internationsl arisis end had never ex-
pressed any nationalistic sympathles,

::domribod NEWTON as:

Age 50 yours
Height 5 fest, 9 inohes
Weight 160 pounds
Puild Heavy, rather stooky
Complexion Ruddy

Smooth ahsven

Plays golf sontinuously

As noted on the oredit eard of NEWTON he
1 a8 a local reference,

w“ndor Hotel, obui.ml:;‘_e;o RoToT aredlt

oard on N, whioh refleoted the ldentiosl information set
out on the oredit omrd held by the Hollywood Eniokarbooker
Botel., In sddition it gave his business address sz 908 Bgults
able Building, Denver, Colorsdo. The oredit card is dated
Ootober 1, 1938, A letter contained in thia rils from the
Citizems State Bank, MoCrasken, Eanssa also indiocates thet
NEWTON im well able to take oare of his finansial undertakings.

r...!iih.:nﬁﬁﬁonce to NEWTON'S atay at the Ambassador
Hotel, advisad that he hmd only registered there

on on that being from October 1l to Ootober 16,
1934. could not recsll NEWTON or snything conserning
hime ‘

[

For the information of the Kansas City Office, report
of reference states that inforwation reseived from Inspeotor



[ThAis NEWTON in a1l probability 1s SILAB

who is referred to in the Federal Insome Tax Return
Y — T PR
repert ol rereren arein

[ Tthe nams of SILAS ul%. . ]

. Report of reference requested the Los dmgeles Field
Pivislon to sndeavor to looate & bank aocount for SILAS M.
NERTON and exmmine sams to determine if sums of money are
being sent by NEWION to subjest, In view of the faot that
subjeat 1s no longer residing wt the Hollywood Enickerbooker

Hotel, no further investipgation by the Los Angeles Fleld Di~
vision 1s being eonduotsd,

The indiows the Angeles Field Division gon-
tain no record onl |liltod by NEWTOY as a loosl

reflerence,

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TQ QFFICE QF ORIGIN =



UNDEVELOPED LEADS:

THE KANSAS CITY FIKLD DIVISION

AT MC CRACKEN, KANSAS:

Will exemines the bank aceount of SILAS - ON at
the Citizens Btate Bank and determine if aums of money are he=
ing sent by NEITOH' |tha subjeot of this
anse,

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN =
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