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Department of Justice,

Atten, Mr, 3. Edgar Hoover,
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The sppemded article was printed in th'x‘!-' York Times issus of B
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'eORMATION CONTAINED

ATIAR R AR

September 22, 1940 and Sf based en proven facts ,should be of vital importamce to «

War Department as well as to that of ether nations mow esntrollea oy insane dietato:

If yas the auther states,the telsfores has ceem perfected by Mikola Tesls,i
would be 2 measure of feresightedness te insure his esustant gusrding againet s W
molested ,possibly kidnapped and tertured,by alien emenmiea for the purpose of seizis

the secret of such an iowalusbls instrument of war aad/er defense

The feregming is offered just in case the articie amd its infersces have no
been called te your attestion.

Yury truly 'ym
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“Death Ray” for Planes

Nikola |[Tesle, one of the
great {Invjntors who celebrated his
sighty-fogkth birthday on July 10,
tells thell writer that has stands

ready to'udivulgs to the United
Rtates Governmant the sscret of his
“'teleforce,” with which, he said,
sirplane motors would ba melted at
& distance of 250 miles, so that an
invisibla Chiness Wall of Defense
would be built around the eountry
against any attempted attack by an
memy air force, no matter how

ge.

This “teleforos,” he said, Is based
on an entirely new principle of
physics that ““no ons has ever
dreamed about,” different fropm the
principle embodied in his inventions
relating te the transmission of elsc-
trical powsr from a distance, for
which he has received & numbasr of
basio tents. This new typs of
force, Mr. Tesla azid, would oper-
ats through s beam one one-hun-

dred-miliionth of a square centl-!land

meter In diameter, and could be
generated from a special plant that
would cost no more than §2,000,000
and would take only about three
months to conatruct.

A dozen such planta, located st
strategic points along tha cosst, ao-
cording to Mr. Tesla, would be
snough to defend & oountry
against all possible aerial attack.
The bsam woyld melt any engine,
whether Diessl or gusoline-driven,
and would also ignita the explosives
aboard any bomber., No posaible
defenss agsinat it could ba devised,
he asserts, as the beam wpfid be
all-penstrating. o=

High Vacvum Xiimingted

The beam, he states, involves fo
nsw inventions, two of whigh al-
ready have been tested. Ohe of
thess Is & method and ajparatis

dua

HAe
-mtha authorities in charge of

produci
electrionl repelling force'
This would bs the projsotor, or
&un, of the mystem. The voltage
for propelling ths beam to its objec-
tive, according to the inventor,
will attain a potential of 50,000,000, .
volts. )
With this enormous voltage, he
saig, microscopic electrical parti-
cles of matter will be catapultad on
their miission of defensive deatruc.
tion, He has besn working on this
invention, he added, for many ysars
and has recently made & number of
improvements in it. Y
Mr. Tesla makes one impertant
stipulation. Should the government
decide to take up his offer he would
go to work mt once, but they would -
have to trust him, He would suf-
fer “‘no interference from experts.” |-
In ordinary times such & ocondi-{-
tion would very likely interpose an
inguperable obstacle. But timeg be-
ing what they are, and with the
nation getiting ready to apend bil-
lions for #mtional defense, at the
same time taking iM gonsideration
the reputation of Mr Tesla as an
inventor who always was many
ysars ahead of his time, the ques-
tion srises whether it may not be
advisabla to take Mr, Tesla at his
word and commissjon him to go
shesd with the cdnstruction of his
teleforce plant.

$uch a Device “Invaluabie”

After all, $2,000,000 would be rela-
tively & very small sum compared
with what is st stake. If My, Tesla |
really tulfilly his promise the re-
sult achisved would be truly stag-
goring. Not only would it save bil-
lions now pisnned for air defenss,
by making the country absciutely
impregnable against any air attack,
but it would also save many more
billions in property that would |
otherwise bs sursly destroyed no
matter how strong the defenses ars
fs wilhess current svents in Eng-

- Take, for sxample, the Panama
Cansl. No matter how strong the
defenses, a suicide squadron of dive
bombers, according to some ex-
perts, might succesd in getting
through and cause guch damage
that would make the Canal un-|
usable, In which case cur Navy
might find itself bottled up.
Considerlag the probabilities In;
the case even If the chances ware
100,000 to 1 against Mr. Tasla the
odds would still be largely in favor
of taking a chance on apending
§$2,000.000, In the opinion of the -
writer, who has known Mr, Tels
for many years and can testify that
#tlll retains ful

§ the national defense ghould
at e:}ee h::i“ ‘!f?te téh- matter. The
sum g gnificant compared with
the magnituds of the
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 Dear - : - 0 l ‘ o~ . A ’:"";a T
" wish to acknowledge Lt of your
latter dated September 24, 1940, W rith lil
m. . ,..: . . :

. Your scurtesy sad intu-ut ia iﬁnd.u
" this information to ny attention are indesd
appreciated, and you may be assured your letter
will reccin appropriate consideration.

Sincerely yours,

_J@Iﬂrbonr;“ e
T aireet ; :
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TRLLTYOR

FBI NYC 1-12-43 11-06 PM wHs N
DIRECTOR , o
VEST o) D <d
UNSUBS --~ EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF N :
CEASED, -BaBeWX ESPI10O = M. RETEL JINDER ABOVE HEADING TO BUREAU

FROM THIS OFFICE DATED JAN NINE LAST, INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT TESLA DIE
JAN EIGHT, RATHER THAN THURSDAY, JAN SEVEN, AS SONEBSNN STATED IN
REFERENCE TELETYPE, ON THE NIGHT OF JAN EIGHT, SlV?ﬁfO$ANOVICH, GEORG
WCLARK, AND XENNETH~SWEEZEY VISITED TESLA-S HOTEL WITH A REPRESENTATIVE
OF SHAW WALKER CO. IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA.
KOSANOVICH LATER REPORTED TO WALTER GORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY
CUSTODIAN, NYC, THAT NE WENT INTO THE ROOM iﬂ ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A
WILL OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE
IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE ASST MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT
YET KNOWN., AFTER THE SAFE WAS OPENED, SWEEZEY, TOOK FROM THE SAFE A
BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVE
TY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEEZEY.
KOSANOVICH TOOX FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESLA, TWO BEING EN-
LARGED NEWSPAPER PICTUREX. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF ﬁOTEL AND KOSANO-
VICH HIMSELF, NOTHING ELSE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE
SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION 1§
NOV IN POSSESSION OFEBNNNEESR KOSANOVICH, ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN
RINE &GORSUCH AND BMMMEEX FTIZGERALD OF ALIEN PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO
HOTEL 'AND SEIZED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, CONSISTING OF ABOUT two
TRUCKLOANDS OF MATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO
THE MANHATTAN STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NY, WHERE THEY ARE NOW LOCATED
AT THAT TS TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE APPROXIMATELY
THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH KAD BEEN THERE SIN
ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO MEMMSNX BEEN SEALED AND
ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERT?EUSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESL,
IS A US NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS THAT ITS
JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY fS DOUBTFUL BUT NGEWWX FEELS THAT NO OTHER
AGENCY WILL BE AELEiéz GET @mEX TO THIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TWO DAYS
10
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PAGE TWO

AFTER THAT TIME IT IS ROSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR WILL BE
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTYINTO HIS CUS-
TODY. TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, ABMDGRENERNX ALLEGED BY INFORMANT
FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A UORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN

A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS
THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY .

(L .5 & & | & ™ o P E
FOR FOUR HMUNDRED DOLLARS OWED HOTEL, THIS BILL IS STILL OWED AND hULLL

APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL’
M@EX DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN ‘REOPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE-
PORT HE WAS wemmX VERY ECCENTRIC IF NOT MWK MENTALLY DERANGED DURING
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT
INVENTOR. . THEREFORE ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE

PRIOR TO THAT TIME. KOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED
HIMSELF AS FORMERLY OUOTE YIGQSLAUV MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOU

ot Sow e — - % A W YE W e mw s T W L Mmil LR A ) & L ety AT .

QUOTE MEBGMEMNX PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP-
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE, UNQUOTE,
SWEEZEY IS A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS ¥HO

IS SMEEKY DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING A BIOGRAPKY OF TESLA AND THERFORE WOULD
LIKE TO OBTAIN CONTRQL OF HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSOPROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER
TO USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY, TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS
DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FLRTHER
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL OF IT, SUGGEST THAT,

IN VIEV OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE KIGHLY TECH-
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON WBWX COULD NOT BE REVIEWED W

MK EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESFARCH DEVEL=-

OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED.
FOXWORTH
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FITZCIRALD ALSO KNOWS THATTESLA HAS CONCEIVED AND
ARY TYPE OF TORPEDOC WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE B
IT IS FITZGERALDS BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS NOT §
TO ANY NATION UP TO THE PRESENT TIME., FROM STATEME}
GEARLD BY TESLA , HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS
AND EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE THIN
THE PERSONAL EFFECTS OF TESLA. HE ALSO KNOWS THAT §
MODEZL OF TESLAS WHICH CCST MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND 1§

~EOVERNOR

A smmv}z‘ DEPOSIT BOX BELONGING TO TESLAA

CLINTON % HOTEL, AND FlSBWW. FITZGEARLD E HIS MODEL
HAS TO DO WITH THE SO CALLEDE DEATH RAY OR THE WIRAE JSMISSION OF
ELECTRICAL CURRENT. TESLA HAS ALSO TOLD FITZGEARLE CONVERSATIONS
THAT HE HAS SOME W@ EIGHTY R TRUNKS INDIFFEH S CONTAINING
TRANSCRIPTS AND PLANS HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS ¥D BY HIM.
BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF 71 ON SHOULD

EX TAKEN CONCERNING THIS MATTER BY THE NEW YORK FIE ¥ ON.

FOXWORTH

A REVCLUTIONw-
THE NATICNS,
AVAILAEBLE

TO FITZ-
CATIONS

BOME PLACE IN
B A WORKING

FO BLILD IN

CORRECTION- THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE TELETYPE THE NAME THAT SHOULD APPEAR

IS{.LIZGEA&H- NOT FITZGERALD #g# AS IT SOMETIMES 1S
SPELLED
HOLD

gt FOIR REDNCTIONS
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-287 Mr. lolson
' Mr. E.A. Tahm
Mr, Clegg
Mr. Glavin____
Mr. Ladd_______
Mr. Nichols___
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tracy
Mr. Carson
Mr. Coffey__
Mr. Hendoa___
Mr. KEramer____
‘Fr. MeGuire_

- ‘ - -v
- SOHMNRODEAR HOOVER '
‘Plnec-rem ’

e i r——— k|

¥Federal Bureau of Inuestign
Hnited States Bepartment of
Washinpton, B. .

®&\3 Jaruary 11, 1943

_0 \‘?:\M \-\ %\?Cp MEMORANDUM FO

THORY STEIE
EXEURTHPNTS A®

Mr. Quinn Tamr
Tele. Room__

OF NIKOLA TES Mr. Nease
WSFIONEGE = I Miss Beahm
. Mins Gandy
Nikola Tesla, one of the wnrld's sutsta 3
the electrical field, died at his residence in th New
York 7ity, on Jenuary 7, 1943. In the course-of t neted

meny experiments with respect to the trapspdssion A
of redic and what is commonly celled thed¥Death RaviET: e # \ith
respent %o the wireless trersmission of electricel £ '
been crrvleted and perfected, and Tesla had alse co
revelutionary type of toernedo which e not in use o
time, The specifications, exnlans*ions of the basi
of Tesla's scientific endeavars are reported %o he
revorted to beve some 80 trunks in different nlaces™ *renscriots snd
wlens hevin: +o 4o with Pis experierts es well es - workin_ rnﬂel n? ona of
his develonmerts in tne safetr dennsit box at the Sewernor Clinton Hotel,
Sl w2k, -

Ir.f‘ormr inm concemiryi‘esla's xperinens EIRE o 7'ﬁported to the
u..??-v York Qffice bt L. Nt Spenel/and Bloycg“‘itzgernr , *he latier an electrical
ancinesr w-o hagd heen o ite nlese to Tesla, Botn of these individusls heve
indicated tha* ro sters heve been taxen to pres “rve Tegla'e records and models
or to keep tner from falling irto ths hands of individuale sympatuetic to the
Axis powers,
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Tesla hes & distant relative by the name of Sa"al}’osanovir'h wr.om he
Y irtersely disliked. F¥osunovich is reported to be taking steps *o get nossession
of *hese immortant documents zrd plans, and Spanel bel ieves there is a strong
lilelikood that Kosanovich will meke such inforumetion available to the enemy.
On January 7, 1943, Yosarnovich, eccompeniad b ZeorcelClark, in cherge of +tre ™ f
Yuseum and Launra*orj for RC4, &xni Kenneth- wezey of ®rnoklyn, New Vorl, erterec‘.
Teslal's rooms at *ia Toel New Yorker where, with the &id of a logksmith, +X S!"h'
broke in%c a saf’e in which Tesla kept some of REEOQRBIESle papers, inglodirE=
important elestricel formulee, desipns, et ceterz, g b‘ls

INDEXED /40 - AR 3 7 =

v Yr, Epanel, in addition to reportin- there developments 'B: the queau,

hes slso advised the headouerters of the h’wllt&ry Intelll*e we Dirision, & Lir,
Yorkin of the Departuent of Justice in wWeshington, e qu.Jmlﬁlﬁol%ﬁf’ .
of the advieors to Vice Presiden* Tellece, Lozade sPvised Spanel thatyine
Govermment was vitelly inter-sted in +}"‘P effectr of
Spanel loose no time in dom
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Yemnorandum for the Director

The Yew York Office wes instruscted to disd
with the State's A*torney in New Vrrk City with the
¥osamovich into cus*tody or a burglery charge and ob il
which Kosanovich is reported %o have taken from Tes NNkl
out thet any mctivities pursued by the State's Atto

e most secret fashion in order %o evoid eny publici$y

inrentionsa, The New Vork O0fPice was also 1nstr‘uct%

Court in order thet stops could be nlased egainst thy

AL o

The Yew York 0ffice is to keer the«Bureau advised of all deVlE

Pesnectfully,

Eh}'\ CQ\?\? pda:\ GL\C

e the matter un
Fpoasibly tairing
the varioug neners
: It was pointed
fd be harZled in
g cct Yo Tesla's
the Surrogate
Tesla bnth in

hir hotel and any other poirte, ir particulur, the GACOYEREEFaglf boxes that he me
have ir order the* no onec msey enter t.ep withiout & P
present and every precaution taken to preserve the secrecyalil -“fll'l inventions,



. JOH.. _0yq R HOOVER L . . ‘o , . 7 Mr. Tolson______
r DIRE tTOR . ‘ : . Mr. E. A. Tan

Mr. Clegg
Federal Burean of Inuestigation Mr. Glavin___

. - Mr. Ladd
Hinited Btates Bepartment of Bustice Mr. Nichols_

Mashington, B, ¢. Mr. Rosen__
Mr. Tracy

* ( Mr. Carson_

" : Mr. Coffey___

' ' FATSDS January 12, 1943 Mr. Hendon__

J SR Mr. Kramer___

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD ? Mr. McGuire___

Mr. Harbo
Mr. Quinn Tam
Tele. Room___
Mr. Nease
Miss Beabhm
On Friday, Jaenuary 8th, Mr. L. M. C. ig;th called mef\y;, Fapd
in connection with the death of Nikol esla., He ad
vised me that he was concerned about the possibilig
of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks of
Tesla, who had died on January 7th. He understood at
the ¥ar Department was interested in this matter and
that apparently the Alien Property Custodian'’s office
was t&king some action. Ke desired to know whether the
Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla
Srom taking the contents of his trunks and whether the
Bureau would selze possession of the trunks. Mr. Smith
indicated that he was talking to the Alien Property Custodian
along the same lines. I told him that in view of the fact
he was going to handle the matter with the Alien Property
Custodian'’s. office, there did not appear to be any action
which the Bureau could or should take.
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Dizwetor, F81 7
SAC, ¥ex York

Mobulet dsted April ) lest. .

April 7, 1950 agentis of this offiee interviewed Mr. &V.!D‘rﬁ,
Tioe ldntofmmmmmowamm Sand Mtyeet
Mm&,lﬁbtﬁty,mnt‘httb..mmmdthtth
M Fegulred that mpmmmummw
mt kad o fill ewl aa appropriaie ferwm setting ferth Uwir -
mmee, date of visit, and reason for yequesting aseess to the grods.

In a review @i the fils pertaining te the storege of tle effects of
N4 TSIk, Mie POTIS revealsd that only omw sush vigit had been made by
persons outside of the management of Mmhattan Storage itself. This e
mmu&ﬂmmmﬁuﬂm,lﬂi,nvﬂﬁmmmhﬂ
of the Anon Pmpert. Custodiaxn aade :ttggggh review of the entire effects

mmu«rnummum—ymnotmunmapu
mrelouse at Snd Strest & 7th Averms, New York City. MR. MICHAEL &IWG, who

- #tated M hed been Flsor Supsrviser for approximate I.Oyunontbdnr
hqutthn,nkudthn

4.
£
2

- I¢ ahould by moted thattb&anmmhfornddthamin‘tﬁbnhn—
tioned atove by New York latter (with attachments) dated Oototer l.'?é A4S,

m—r——

entitled INKNONN SUBJECT; SAVA IDBANOVICHj Experissmts & Researsh K4
ESLa (Leceaned), Espiotage-i. :
i\ 1NNED : e
e03  65-12290 Ay N QR\I\ ,m\ )
SRyt W G
7" . ,' 'D /L*-y 143 Lo 2q
ElHiJ X )
105-1371 ' —_— e—e

\ 77



Istter to Diredbr, FRI
105-1391

) 4

MR, POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received Ly Manlattan fyem
SAVA K. IDSANCVICH, mor bad Manhattan Momd him, in any way, that an sx=
amination of the TESLA effects hmd been made by anyoms. In fact, added MK,

FOITS, the only correspondcnce relating to the IESIA estate has Seen 4in the
form of bills for storuge. : :

Mit, POTIS stated that any pervonal inquires regarding tlw estate would
of neocesszity be directed to him, and to date no such inquiriss have been made.

Interviewing agents explained to MR. POTTS that the sxamination mads,
& mentioned above, was rot instigated by the Bureau, mor had ths Burssu taken
part in that examination.

Unlsss advised to the oontrary, this investigstion is being in
4 olosed status, and no further investigative uru.on is oonuupht-od by this
of fice. CLDSED.




(4)
&

Federal Bureau of Investigation cey \"FORMA“D“:

b

Department of Recorde e IS UNDLASSY ),/
nABLOIGEUCH, U, U, [ ._le“’g ﬂ E‘Wfﬂﬂ
Gentlemen: DRl ZA =2 -

In & manner of introductlon, I wish to state that I am working
toward a degree in Electrical Engineering at the Institute of
Technology of the University of Minnesots.

For geveral years, I have been éngaged in a study of extensive
¢ompass and detail concerning the researches and writings of
the late, worlé renowned scilentiet, Dr. Nikola Tegla. At con-
slderable expense, I have acquired an extensive collectlon of
meterials relating to Dr. Tegla and his works which include:

1) Personal letters written by Tesla to his close friend.

2) Numeroue pericdicals, some of which are to be found in
only a few libraries throughout the United States.

3} A few rare books which have now become "collector's
items".

4) A collection of imaued patents,

Although the iteme listed are considerable in number, the spe-~
cifle information desired 1is lacking. :

A5 I understand it, because of the nature of Dr. Tegla's role
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent
applications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of

In;eatigation at the time of Dr, Tesla's dsath in January of
1943, '

The purvose of thie selzure, es described in numerous articles,
was 10 determine whether these pavpers contained suggestions
leading toward advancements in the field of geience.

] /60 3337.
RECORDED - 68 S

A " #
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Now it seems that sufficlent time has elapsed for an invee-
tigation of this kind. If Dr. Tesla's Letate has been releszged
by the department in charge, any records that can be msade
avallable for examination will be welcomed.

A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General,
Director, O.fice of Allen Property, informed me that the Library
of Congress listed @ertain works, writings and research etudies
prepared by the late Dr. Tesla, However, a letter addressed

to the Library failed to bring resulte as the Library "has no
files on the regearches of Tegla',

A Bimilar result was obtalned from tie Bureau of Raval Research
and the Department of Commerce.

I am egosclally interested in the reeearch work in which Tesla
wag engaged in his loter years. There are various unnublished
wOorxs, such as & lQ-page typewritten statement presented in
1937 at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his
dlscoveries and glving a resume' of his work in the fields of
gravity and cosmic ray research, ete., Also, Tesgla prepared
varlcus papers, one of which was in effort to secure the Pierre
Gutzman Prize from the Institute of Rrance. My inquiry is in
effort to determine whether any of theee documznte, as well as
othersg, are at this time avalilable,

I will greatly aporeclate any information in regard to any
records which you may have,

. Very truly yours,

20
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)) Auvgust 26, 1952
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RELCRDED - 68 pegr ‘ (A
o Fith rdference to geur letier of
duguest 18, 1952, eur files diaclose thot
the affects of Nikola Tesla were taken fato
tustody at the time of Aia death by the
Office of Alien Property, amd not dy this
Bureau., Consequently, pou may wish to
eemmunicais furiker Siih $hat agamcy, which
. say bs sddressed as follows: (65-47953)
Asststant dttornsy Gener
Rewland . Kirkes '
Director, Offtce of Alten Properiy
United Statea Depariment of Justice . mo=
101 Imdianc Avenue, ¥. ¥, no R
Yashinpton 25, D, C, = e
Simcerely yours, T 7
S 1
ka! ';. U;ﬂf. "‘C _'-?”{-: - g !
'+ okn Idgar Hoover c & 4
s oAl Director
/ cc ~ 1 - Auiatﬁn'g Aﬁt”l“g,,u_encral (with copy/bj;/':
A ' Rowland F, Kirks tnceming)
‘ \, Dircctori’gofﬂet of Alien Property )CIM
- YN AR (T gg;tcdd.ftctn Departmeni of Juastice
Indiang Avenue, ¥, ¥, ... - . :
".L:: Ia'jggmggg Woshington 25, . &, . - "3} S W v

= : 0 NP
M — A (ﬂ / £ ;m‘ ;
thun-—'_' - 199_ RQ_QI; - P '-",- s {[pw) CF’A‘ . -“"r A, 0 -

X(\ NOTE: No reference Bureau files on correspondent ‘

- s in Minnesgota.. 8-22-52,.,
ﬁ‘\l 6:’4 lu‘%i ) . . per -
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Oﬁice Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

( . . Tolser

. ; add .

TO & )m., A, K. BELULNT : DATB: Jay 5, 1552
- . /]

/ f} L Gloey

. . ' - Hacbo

YROM. r f o, L, L, LAUGHLIA e s - Roses

('y - Gearn

- / Mohr -

NIKOLA TESLA (Deceased) X _. IFORMATION CONTAINED ?.Tl:
TAFCRE LT:0N CONCERTING "PH"IN ‘S U”nl alad Fl Sizoo
IO | RV

Misa !

s

- O‘.y » 9-.‘)‘!..).

ﬂ stated that he hod been reading a book entitled,
"Tr Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla' by John J. “

P’Nel4l, wh om described as e science writer for a New
Tk newspaner (publisher - Ives ;ashburn). noted in this

book that Bureau Agents went to Tesla's room fo wing his death

on Janucry 7, 1943, orened ris safe, eramined his papers, and

took over his Dcrsonal files. -sm‘,d this appeared on paje

277. SR s‘itctcd that Tesla 15 the Jather of modern

power engineering, beinc responsible for the invention of the

4, C. generator, motor transmission, and other electrical engineering
feats, He inguired (1) if the pcrers and works of Tesla were in

ti.e posscssion of the Jureaw, ond (2) if so, were they available

Jor rovicw in view of their SC&E.'tlflC importance,
I toldmthat the statement concerning the Bureau's
taking Tesla's file not seemn very logical but that I would
r.

check on the matter. N a s )
- L"*v o - ’ e (U

The Bureavn's files rqflect that shortly after the death
of Tesla in his hetel room in New York City on January 7, 1943, @)
Scva Fosanouzoh/'a distant relative, and other. 1nd1v1duals
entered is room and opened the sqfe eramining certain materials
which he possessed. On Januarg, 8, 194.,, Mr. L, Y. Co Smith of
the Deparinent advised ¥r., Tannm tnat he was concerned cbout the
possibility of eneny agents confisceting somg of the trunks of
Tesla and apparently the Office of Alien Property Custodian was . ) j...-
taking some action regarding these effectses Since the matter wds' 7
being handled b: the Office of Alien froperty Custodian, th peau
did not maie any inquiries into this situation. (65-47953-6

It is noted also that the received a letter

ronlecining that he wWas stl
engineering at e Milwoukee School of Engineering and
/00 - aaé:? #A

4
o
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N 1 - ur;_,\ ich»1s8
i_# ﬁ‘,‘ “‘?‘ . . A ¥ Q \f\-"\_[



was interested in the life cnd works of Tesla. -stated

that he understocd ct the time ¢f Teslc's death the Bureau

took his menuscripts and exzeriment dcta for national Security.
“+he Burecu on April 22, 1548, advised that the effects of
Tesla were handled by tne Office of Alivén Froperty and not by the

FBI,(65-47353-18)

I colled -'f;his morning aend iold him that it was

the of fice of Alien Property and not the F3I uhich took over the
effects of Tesla folloving his death. Accordingly, I suggested j

that Hmight wish to communiccte with the office of
Alien Property for further informat.on concerning this matter,

' The book "Prodisael Cenius - The Life of Nikola Tesla”
is net in the Sureau Lirraeary. A cony is being obtained from

the Library o Conoress. T will be examined tc determine 65)

specifically the reference mcde to the Bureau's taking these

porers. At thai time a deilermination ccon be nade as to what (y

furti.er cction should be tarxen, ’ {1
e

TS

A TYTVTVAT TS TTITY o=~ [ = N N -
AL VUL 2 LbLlLgmETr O G- J

Page 277 of the "Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla,"”
describing Tesla's death, contains the following statement;
"Operatives from the Federal Bureau of Investigation came and opened
the safe in his room and took the papers it contained, to exanine
them for a reported imporiant secret invention of possible use
in the war," ]

Since this work was published in 1944, it is not felt
that any particular purpose would be served by raising an odbjection

with the publishers at this time, the individusl who raised
the question, has been set straight and, therefore, no rther
action is being takean, CQ/ s




ADARD FORM NO. 64 =

- f
Uffice M. roramdmms « wweres . 155 GOVERNMENT
TO H :;I‘EC'..CI“ -7 DATE: ;"]_’“":,f )

[ .
o=t NED INPEXED
‘- prROM + S, er Vi (fi r‘FORMAT\OT‘Cf* ; NE >

4 SUBJECT: I?’; }_;j_.% T ) ‘l ‘S UNCLP[.‘.A};W

I
Mr, GEQRCT B, SCHZIFF, JR., h gl Jochelle, New York,
advised that he received two letters fram LELAND-@ , o, 1

Avenue Southnesst, dinneapolis, Minresota, photosta s of which are
beine furnished the Huréay ang Mirnezpolis, s o B

' . e ey T S
Vr, SCHEZFF stated thaut he ®kas ap aesocitte vﬂ.jmm MLy in S
1614 ané that for many years his father had been Tr, % .
Wr. SCEIF¥F said that he never hemrd of La'T 1, ATHPS
heer of ary of the nazes wentiones in ATTESSZ'S let g

“T, SCHIRFY stuted thzt he has quite 2 14t :}
ir. hie possession &nd he didn't gnov whether or not ef
to a foreign &£OvVernment, :

a .. - - .
TofEurther agtiay ir s “he begen Ty the MUY Q;fica‘%
c e ’ ‘ - ,_'1-'{',‘.‘1"'

a4
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Lctand 1. Andorson
127 Scymour Avirue Southeast
Minncagolis 14, Minncsota

rebruary 3, 1954

ur. Guosce H. sereril, Jr.
L7 Scheord hoad
arstelister, Naoa YORK

Dear Mr, Schner:f:
re.r Tiw 1ire and work of Dr. Nlkcia Tegia,

necently, I have “o.nded an Groanlzatlion in nase and nonor of

r. Tesla in cocoeration with soveral people wio wire intinately
associaied witn Tesia durlng nis Nfetime, and witn otners wno
ara2 interssted in Dr. TPesia and nis acnlevesents from a sclen-
Litle and nistorical standuoint. (See enc.osed brochure. ) I
nave nad soue difficuity 10Catlng a Tew of Teslals agsecclates,
and, the name or George Scherfi is anong inex, Therulore, it

Is 2y sinecere nose tant Lou, ¥r. Scrneril, aure tro werson I seek
48 Laving been assoclated witn Tesla,

I have oersonally studied tre WOrks of Tesla I'or a numb:iy of
2 €ars, oeing sartieularly Ynterested 4n elavorating upon nls
rysearcn?s regarding nlonoteusion radlant beuns. Trrouys: sone
travel and otosr el7orts, I nave been Jortunate to locate mnany

iy

Griclirus co.lections of Tosla's curres .oniance and Janusceripts,
and in 4 few cases cvtained a nuaser of interesting tems,

I was 1n New Yorx a §..0rv Vimg ago on vuslness, a:d wrnlis there
I vislted Mr. ¥Yeiu.oth M. Swazay, 12 1lntends %0 unisrtake some
slaniricant work on venair of Ivs.ia in tu near future, wnd
since e nnew Tes.u Tor 80. aany ¥vars curing nis L. tow iife,

Pt owlll ve nendled wlitn srteat understanding,

-

I hooe tinat you May nave s8oIr interost 1n trne work wanlen I
Lave 1nltiated on broa.l of Dr. Tesla. Trnere are many matters
tnat I wisn to discuss witn you, provided or course, tnat you
are tn: Mr. Scnerfr reiated to tihe Tesla story. I wouid pe
TWOsSt napoy to Lear Irom JOu &t your earilegt conveniene2, and
will send you &ll puviications of tne crganization Ir you wish
to receive t-en.

- 1

Very truly rours,

Zelownid & Co ...
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MINNZAFOLIS - 14 - WulviisiTA

To Those Who Are Interested in the Lirfe end work of Y,
Dihhv. NIKOLA TESLA

Fol;owlng the Ceath of Tr. Litols Tegts o the 7th oo PR
Mr. John J. ©! Netll, forrnsr Scicnce Editor of (he n:- Tors Bem " Tytog-e

presented the % crr:g wy

- & "k o .aLl“ tr-it

-3 VLT T

-~ r a

with which ht heo won wori«< ot R RaRN S a__:rUA:ic clreleg Even

those cloesely azsoaior: 2 - SLE e 2T rniipn oo CLines st e drg
covered & TEorerhelnle £Lorr R LUt Lrt it R IY:
Tesla whogs BEnELlive e1gp : XU nle Tane lnoa ogrec-oy
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United States ‘r ..am. Lol Lonsoar T niicle oo L e
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Leiand I, Anderson
127 Seymour Ave, 3. F.
¥inneapolle 14, Minnesota

VIA AIR MAIL
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Nr. Georpe H, oscnur’t, Jr,
Ly Seuconrd jad
westenater, Hew (OrF



d . Leland ). Anderson .

127 Scymour Avunuc Southcast
Minncapolis 14, Minncsota

Feoruary i, 4953

Dear ¥r, Screrrr,

It was S0 very rewarding to ricelve your Vwaey Concerning e, Nirolis
Tesla... I have initiated an undortazlng on benail of Tos.a Licauge
feel tnat In all rigcnt and justice senrtnling snou.d ve dene to
verpetuate tne namt o!f Teslia and se€ to !t 2rat :le pame L Qo8 &
part of tie nerltage of thils naticn, A £ 0al T8k tiriang, 0utl as
time goes on I wvelleve thae¢ nume- 0! Tes.a w!.. v2elne nore sl;nmiricant
In sclentific develouneonta., I nope trat >ou may Lave an interest in
the organization wnler. I .ave sroocsed ani vstar. isred, and I wiill
ve honored to nuve y0u «S a memoer. Thne or.i.nlzaticn is or
set up on trne basls ol tnose Laving & autuls interest in

a free excranse of Inlormatio; betwein menzers. Toaf {irst two !ss=ues
¢l tue journal of -:e Coganlzalicn ure pelin ¢ 1 tL 304 und 1 8e arute
COVEr, an. siCuLl! reaen »you 1o - Qay O twWo,

3ome other menters wnileh mAy ve of Intercst tou you wre; Nuriel arbus,
Dorotny Sierritt, Konneth Swezey and w. w. wi.nelm., Tihe recont ceatrns
of Jonn 'Nelll and Edwin Ar.ustrong were verys adnexuected, and 1t is
“1th a great sadness tiant I recelved to news ali 088 ¢i *.. o sv two
remtbers.

Do you know 1: Mr. Lowenstien rad a dau nter?  Tone reason [ asa s
that & woman visltea Mr, O'Welll vescre rig JC¢atiy and tolo o L'a o thnat
Lo t

1

Es
Sne Innerlted a ¢groat asount or Tes.iuna iro . IS G Y
sume to o¢ kr. Lowenstlen, Tuls womnan was . raid oI alsc
InTormation by reason of ner ~istasen uction and fear trnat sio wou.d
rudely oc raldsz@ py tis arny,  You sof Mp. LN UL pe o otod ot
A
T

Thnnt oA Tew army orlteluly viglt: DIS LG Wt dnsfvtent roagata
for infornation., OF cours. a.. 218 BLrt 0 v rnIont YLTer €T wWas
arous2d by .es'a'e "Deatr-may" TUTOrS, Loyt ug oy fntorurigine
Journalistes., well, tne rosuit oo &l . 18 Iy tam% sne rofusez to
glve ¥r. 'Relil ner marficd nRaEaTe - 0Ly trat g0 g ed foo o lamy s
orince no --8s, and Loved 0 0o aidow atons elty. 1T tits wom.
N8 ti® wmount of mualirial tnat MNr. O'uel . tntimated, 170 worla erpe

talnly v2 1ia.urtant to iccate ST,

I velieve thaat one of tin Va.ung.e eifurts o T Treln o or ratton
wo.ld D to cata o every olcce of Inlorastl L cuncrnta, .y A, 1
Gave e 2 a vaglnning «fTort a.on. tole _ oo oany IoLo t..at i Core

L
too long all col_wctions o: Tes.iana May DO oocat.d, cata:o.-od, and
réuroduced for fear of eventual loss. Turousn Yary A, Lenjamin (ot
walter K., Lkenjamin Autouranns 'n Now tork) 1 nave ovtalnad &« number
0f sipgnificunt items or Currcs. siience votw i Tos.a and sou.ort U,
Jornson., Tie ontire collcction Ol cursrsy.oiddence witn Mr., Jucnson

dunoers in excess of 7¢ slices. I snare t..is CO. vgllon with ¥ra,
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KENNETH M.SWEZEY /

" "‘”""MATION CONTAINED 263 Midton st

Brookl 22,
'S UNCLASSIFIED oidyn 22, #0070 —
! F' MBW Tele, Roc)m ——
KHr. J Edgar Hoover Mr. Hollman
Federal Bureau of Investigation MmsGmm%__

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoover: @ ~
Back in 1943, the local Alien Property

Custodian searched through Mhe belongings of the late
electrical 1nventor,'§352§g:1§§;§, stored in the Manhattan
Storage Warehouse in Néw fork City. Tesla had been a
naturalized American for more than fifty years, so I
believe that the search was made on the grounds that the
property was to be sent to Yugoslavia, through Teslat!s
nephew and heir, Mr. Sava Kosanovi¢ (Mr. Kosanovié had .
been Minister of State under the King's government, later

became Ambassador to the United States from the present
government, and is now a Minister serving in Belgrade).

According to the attorney who handled the
Tesla estate, lr. PhiliE%%ittgnhg;g; the Alien Property
Custodian assured him nothing had been held. I have

a 1etter from the Office of Alien Property, dated March

P R U

.:.3, J..‘7DD, which confirms this statement. N)/

In gathering material to help in &
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birthday
next year~--which will be participated in by leading
scientific and engineering societies, museums, and
universities---I have just discovered, however that
Tesla's solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during
that search.

As a friend who had known Tesla well
during his lagt twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovié
Tesla's room in the Hotel New Yorker on the day he die &
A safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla's safe. ng

P o] 1 oy ~P
1ts contents were several honorary degrees, a volume of

- greetings which I had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth

birthday, a bunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. We kept
out the book of greetings (I mentiomed this at the time
to the assistant manager of the hotel and later to a Mr.

everything else, including the medal and the keys, was
replaced and the safe was 1 .

RECORDED - & /
"4 Except when it % ixlgp %

Property Custodlan, the safe was never' reopened cngﬂg ;t

/,ﬂ‘/uorsucn of the Alien rroperty LuSt-Od.l&n'S ornce), but

s gl I
6b Joi ol

859

.mﬁ‘—"w 1955 ( ) '
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arrived in Belgrade (where Tesla's property was to be
installed in a special Tesla Museum) and was there opened
by Mr. Kosanovié. According to his former secretary, both
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The keys
were later found in a tin box outside the safe; the medal
was never found.

I learned of the disappearance of the medal only by
accident. ir. Kosanovid¢ had asked his former secretary
to get permission from the American Institute of Electrica:
Engineers (who gave Tesla the Medal) to have it duplicated
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be abou
four hundred dollars. 1In the meantime, the Tesla Huseum,
%n Yugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay
or 1t. :

The irony of this situation 1s more disturbing than
the money involved. By giving us a system which made
electric power universally available, Tesla---probably
more than any other one man---helped put America on top of
the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison l}Medal
was the only material evidence left of this countryt!s
appreciation. That this last token should have disappearet
---to have to be replaced by his materizlly poor countryme
overseas for whom he had done nothing---seems a tragic

genoyenent. (o piirake WD b+ T Pl al &

Johnxa'Ng;lI:/;n his biography of TesIg, states that
the FBI brok< into Tesla's safe on the day he died, apd
-/ }an article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this. I
' fknow this isn't true. I did hear, however, that the FBI
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during
the latter's search in the warehouse.

If that is so, I thought that perhaps some of your men
might remember the conditions under which the search was
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what coul
nave happened to the medal. After this long time, I have
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and I am
already trying to Interest Americans in making e replaceme;
But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guess

M\ and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to
‘r\ whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen---and wh
" might have been responsible.

"

With best regards and sincere appreclation for any hel;
you can give,

Sincerely,

k¥\ ka~———Ju:h>k‘ e S?fvd‘};41

KenneﬂuhﬂkSGziey rY
P.S.: 1 am enclosing an editorial from last month's POWER
magazine which outlines Tesla's contribution to the electr:

povier industry.K —.5
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LOULIS N ROWLEY, EDITOR - MAY 1955 +« ESTABLISHED 1882 ’m’

Strange Genius

Asx ANY GROUP of power men to name those who laid
the foundation for today’s electrical generation and
distribution. You'll wind up with an impressive list—
Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others.
But there is almost sure to be a significant omission.

Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo-
tor—still basic—and devised & suitable system of gen-
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the
magnitude of this comtribution, we must turn back to the
1880’s when the electrical era was being born, and the
“battle of the systems” held sway.

Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant-
current series systems. Edison’s Pear! Street generating
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent lamps
and, later, dc motors on a constent-potential system. Un-
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the
advantages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But
there was no snccessful ac motor.

In May, 1888, a young Yugo-Slav engineer, but four
years in the United States, read a paper before the Amer-
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described
a new ac systern, Its heart was the induction motor with
its basic and beautiful concept of the rotating magnetic
field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he described
was destined to sweep the field.

With characteristic vision, George Westinghouse real-
ized the fundamental importance of the polyphese ac
system and acquired the basic patents. Its first impact on
the genersl public was at the Chicago World’s Fair of
1893. There a 2-phase generator supplied motors and
lamps, and, through rotary converters and motor-gen-
erators, a variety of de¢ equipment.

(REPRINTED BY PERMISSIOR)

POWER + MAY 1933

But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to
demonstrate in the most dramatic way possible that poly-
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes
of the world had been on Niagara. An international com-
mission, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro-
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after
Tesla’s AIEE paper, it was officially decided to use the
polyphase system,

In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the
first industrial custorner and in 1896 ac transmission to
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the
modern age of electric power had truly opened.

For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were
but a beginning. 5till to come was brilliant work in high
frequencies, thinking basic to much of today’s radio ar.
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his
work had begun to slip into obscurity, Why?

A man of flashing insights and emormous brilliance,
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure
of new challenges. In later years, his projects became
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce-
ments more Olympian. And working alone, as he did,
he formed none of the institutional ties that help to per-
petuate a record of accomplishment.

Next year—July 10, 1956—wiil be the 100th anniver-
sary of Nikols Tesla’s birth. It would be fitting for our
engineering societies to commemorate this occasion, to
acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely genius
who changed our world for the better.

o -Ja:’f7"5
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; 'RECOGNITION FOR TESLA -

: Largely thru a young American engineer's efforts, the
world today is re-scanning the record and achievements of our
. . Lt R T - .
inventive genius, Nikola Tesla. Of late, even the big-tithe
- e T -
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas-

cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard.

The man behind this belated recognition for the one-time 1ON CONT NNED
“Serbian immigrant boy who made millions but died almost a, FQS‘F !
pauper is Lelanm head of the Tesla Society,-;\— v
which has headquarters at the University of Minnesota. ’___B - f
Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr.
Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in-
duced them to join in his noble work. A good.many of these
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he
serves them, with information issuéd thru his TESLIAN pub-
lication. This is, at present, a mimeographed publication issued
monthly which casts new light on the known life and record ﬂ
’ A
)

of the late Dr. Tesla. ]
The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans
to honor Dr. Tesla even more. It also presents an account of a o3
fascinating editorial, "Strange Genius'", by the POWER mag-
azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi- INDEXED-59
) 1 torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla's polyphase system ‘
i described by Mr. Anderson, as the “most tremendous event m]{g—o- -—Ji m
, ed by Mr. . NOT RECORDED
. all engineering history.” 155
Editorialist Louis &\Bowler. according to the TESLIAN. 138 JUL 11 500
answers the perplexing qiestion why, in view of Tesla's im-

o e e Ao o

portant discoveries, he fell short of the comparative popularity |
; won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing, he suggests: ‘It
would be fitting for our engineering societies, .in commemora- -
tion of the 100th anmiversary of Nikola Tesla's birth (July 10, lIgA.N ig?gm
k956), to acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely :.b?n,' h. Pennsylvania
genius who changed our world for the better.”, ' %
This appears to be jyst what Mr. Andersan was waiting T
. for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre- ‘
) pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E.'Sum-'
merfield to issue a Tesla commemerative stamp next year.
S5 e BAvii-iablicate in this issue and
K I.."—" &J‘. “— d

———r
———
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Telsc

TO L. V. BOARDEAN ~ fr DATE: June 29, 1955 Bexin
ALLINFORMATION COTTAE e

mow . m mpbrr/  LEE IS UNCLASSTS)
N o _[‘ftTEi&ﬂ_BYj" =

Rinter

Sizoo
'U!FET NIFOLA TESLA

VTSODITAupona _ TUPODUATTON NONODDUTMO fPQDTANARE G

L— ML A D S dpB Y S LANF VRARAL LV LYOUDIMILIDT | LDiws dvivimir j neus.—

Gandy .

( Nikola Tesla, a notive of Yugoslavia, was & famous electric:

inventor who died in New York City in 1943 where he had lived for man|
years. In attached letier to Bureau dated 6-25-55 Kenneth M. Swe:zey,
Brooklyn, New York, aduvises he i8 gathcring material to help in a
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birth anniversary in
1956. Sweze] relates he wos present when Tesla's safe was opened by
Jriends after his death and advises the contents were thereafter
‘replaced and then impounded by the United States Alien Property
Custodian. Later the safe was removed to Belgrude, Yugoslavia, to Dde
- \installed rEn Yesla Museum. Missing from Tesla's effects is a gold
) Edison medal he hod been awarded. Swezey is seeking to locate the
medal and has been advised by the Office of Alien Property (OAP) thot
OAP held none of Tesla's properiy. Owezey states he has heird the
FBI assisted OAP in handling Tesla's effectes while in storage, and
gecordingly, he asks whether Bureau could aasist him in locating the
Edison medal. He FBI's assistance to OAP Swezey mentions that in the
WTeala biography ("The Prodigal G‘enzus" - 1944) by John 0'Neill it
was stated FBI broke into Tesla's safe the doy he died (1-8-43 to
protect contents from enemy hands/. JSwezey note8 this same comment
appears in article (”Tha Genius Who Walked Alone”) by Alfred H, Sinks

in the June t.” OSwezey says he knows FBI did not do thi
Bureay did not enter into Tesla
g ) sqfe eparimen dvice It was being handled b

Bureau previo aware of comment In 0'Neill's bdook.
y/

1C

In 1945 Sinks requested for his use as @uthor datc re Bureau's
microfilm procedure. Was odvised no such data svailabdle for publicati

. EnclnunM €-3o-s5~ a R
/ 100-2237 '
cc - 1 = 8547953
Tioklers - ¥r, Bird

¥r. Belmont RECORDIT - 0‘7/@_—-_22_31'_;"‘/

’D“‘ Boardacn
ETB:jaa (1 1e 1 ,
(5§ o L Q'J s JGL 7 1955,.

BEETY



Memorandum For Mr. Boardman

RECOMMENDATION ¢

That the attached letter be sent to Swezey advising Bureau
did not participate in the handling of Tesla's effects and that the
matter was handled by OAF. Therefore, Bureau unable to be of

a3sistance; that no action be taken relative to Sinks' comment in
"Coronet" article.

3B



\ Tickler - k. Bi.rd
-~ ¥ g Mryg Belmont
: S o “®. Boardman -

June 30, 1955

“'t IMFORMATION CONTAINED

(. =EEVIS UNCLF“;%D
. xr, l’cn::bsz;-“t ey (arigiuaaij\TE_&JLQ_B y%@

Sreoklys 33, k

Becr Kr, Seerey:

Fith reference to your letter of Juqxs,
1985, oenr filee dilsclese the sffects of gltqg esla
. Bere taken into exstedy after his death y $he Offtce
) of Alien Preperty and net by this Bureas.
Since me did sot participate ta the
Agadling o¢f ¥y, Tesla's effects, we are unabdle to
/ Supply the Infernation you reguested.

Jincerely yours,

s Edgay,
- ' Hoova;-
: . - o-aa -
JUN 301955 Jm’ﬂgcr loonv/'& 7k
4
) WALED 25 RECORDED - B8 - S5~ 453 -
NOTE: INDEXED - 26 . e JUL 1 1955 L~
4 cover memorandunm l,ﬁou Belmont t nan

wGa prepared by ETB:jea on 8-29-55 TR Fonnection with
this outgoing mail,

)

Bufiles contain no derogatory date conge s-

pondent; reflect only that he was ¢loas ,frjgxggpﬂ
tif yMdmirer of Tesla, =Y % W
ey . |'\Q )
[1% s"'

r
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tugust 1, 1955,

Mr. 7. Edger Hoover,
Federal Dureau of Investigation,
Vasnington, D.C.

Dear «r, Hoover:

O
In his book, "Prodigal Genlus", The Life of ijikola Tesla, iir, .iol
J QOtrell says, on page 277, thezt the F.B.I. went to Tesla's hote:
room, opene his steel safe and removed from 1t, the papers it
contained.

‘las there ever any publlication of what these papers contained? I:
so0, could vou inform me where I might obtain a copy of such
publication?

If there was no publication of the Safe's content, aftier more th
12 vears, would it be improper to publish them?

If there was no publication of the safe's content, but there wer
no particular secrets found there in, could you inform me where

might learn vhat the safe contained?
fny information o tnls matter 1ll be zppreciszted.

Thanlt you for rour troublc.

Sincgrely, i

/4

T R ~ g (( ”3
o S e g
\'};(\L\“n 1.8
" f]-#

5*104 , j00-32 & 37 A/
o .'/ . u.m o . - q‘ 'f

poM S ' —

' B U-axaw 2 AUG 441955 ((6)
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100- AR 37~ X/

- deguet 11, 1955

TIONCONTAINED &

- a .,
'

@ ALLINFORM

2, HEREINTS UNCLASS!
V) SNEZZ-12 B

, FYour letter doted Amguat I, 1mfpua
deen received, and (n response te your inguiry, I
would ltke to sdrvise $hat sur ffles Pesflect $hat
ths esfects of Nikola Tesla wire Saken tute vusdody
efter Aia death Dy the 0ffCee af A2ten Propersy ond
not by this Rureau. a Ch : _

Since ve did not participate in the handling
of ¥r, Tesla'a effects, we are unable to sunply the
information you requested, .

Sinoerely povrs,

Joehn Edgar Heover
- Direster :

A1 oe
MAILED 19 \

NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record en correspondent, .Fhis
type of reply utilized by Insernal SBecurity Diviaion in '
answering simtlor fnguir¥es on 8/90/55. {65-47953+33)
Cover memo from Nr, Belmont to Mr. Boordman dated 8/29/55
set out background of thAis matter whick soncerned the death
of Tesla, ai yamous #le¢trical taventer, -Durecs wos not
i::.;-..m.m linvolved in this matter, ond #he epening of the safe men-
(ifirea—s 1 tloned was done by the Office of Allen Property.

w [




September 10,, 1035,
I, ol Tdpar lioovzr,
Faderel oyu-cay OF I:vestlgetlon,
asatigtorn TE, T,7,
Cear «ip, TTogya:,

) g X
CETing to o 1lottas to Jou fusust first, this ves» - vour lette:
to me, Aucust 11th., reletive to +ho metter of the pepers of -

O R

|
W
(o}
=
)
f
o
4]
=
Jm

—

0 August © I wrote the office of tlien Propo-ty regarding thils
matter, indicating that I had -ecoived the informati

2
e ion from rou
that it was thesl Waich had teken the lTesla Froport:

- v

$ b
3
o,
@
3
D
K
ct
H
]
i

I have a2 letter from Itr, Lenry G. dilken - thet Department - File
umber HEH:T 2 ellk 017-352%, in which I am tolg thet office

"never had cust &7y OT nhes vested, an propertr of Tilole Tesglat,

25 I began this mette- with rou ~ because it was stated in Ilr,

0'1elllTs boo: thrt it vas vour department who opened Tesla's sofe
I em wondering if you have an- furthe- sugecstlons alongs linss Iat
zizht fellor to obtoi som- informetion 11 this refeTi? U

e LT Ayt e " * e T r
s-iides Trou Lon rour tims end trouble,

RECORDED-12 ~ /¢¢-2337- ¢ Xa
/ o , -~ -
7“ - ,/_ e s =~ —- —
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September 20, 1958

FLL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ),
, DATEZ-2-£2_BYx _‘

Y I have received your letier deted Septenber 10,

il“‘\ 1855.»
. 43 you were advissd dy my letter of Anguest 11,
1855, this Burecu was mot connected in aay respect with

the acouisition or custody of the effects of Nikola Tesla,
ond it is therefore net posatdle to furaileh you any
additional informatioa. -

Sincerely pours,

John Edgar Noover
Director

. g

']
NOTE: By letter 8~11-55, we referred -to the Office of
Alien Property, whick Office was reported to have

aasumed custody of Tesla's effects subsecuent to his dea
(65-47953-6) .

— \ -
Fal!‘
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~ _—A“' 1955 -
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I"EORMATION [‘7‘?* AINED

— " RECOGNITION FOR TESLA —

" (Please fi)l out this form and mail to the address appearing belew.)
. THE TESLA SOCIETY

University Station, Box 135

Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

(date)

. _ (city & state} |
Hon. Arihur E. Summerfield . ’ |
I

Postmaster General, Postoffice Dept.
Washington, D. C.
.

Dear Sir: ‘ o

Nikola Tesla s contributions to science, indu :t'ry, and 1o his adopted
counfry have greatly inspired engineering progress. His electrical sys-
tems helped create an American conomy of world pre-eminence.

We respectfully request issuance of a 1956 commemorative stamp
to be issued on the centennial of Tesla’s birth (1856-1943),

;' .(signed ) =

ey

"
e —

" AMERICAN SRBOBRAN
. burgh, P
105 l/o 2237’4 sburgh, Pennsylvani
INDEXED.50  “NoT RECOMDED
138 JUL i €55

—r—— ——  p————

6C . i3795s
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Nikola Tesla was a great inventor—
ond also @ prophet without  honor

VOUNTER-ESFIONAGE WIEELS
C started turning early on the
muorning g—ﬁnuaﬂ'"ﬂ._l 137 Anx-
ious I'Tﬁ agents slipped Into a_romn
in the Hotel New Yorker_where,
e ﬂ\(;_r)i_qht before, a_chamber-
matd had discovered the body of

the Government could not risk the
chunce of cuemy spics getting there
first. _

Hall hopine to find something
\\'}li(ﬂ;\v_()L!(I;_ﬁ)_;'}l.lg_.'I‘ sudden and
decisive end to World War 1, the
G-men bryke open the dead man's
strong _boxe If anyihing of fmpor-
tance was discovered, it has never
Leen revealed,

Yet, their quick action was jus-

l:lf-l(‘d. im_ your (f()ll-T(_I never he sure

Nikola Tesky, dead at 86, regarded

about Tesla, one of the stran e

Dy many as 1he greatest sglentilic
genius of his time.

Foryears, Teia had been makine
stivntific predicions so fantastic as
to be literally out of this world. OF
Lite he had been working— or so he
said—on revolutdonary new weap-
uns puwerful enough to annihilawe
armies at a single blow.

There was only one Tesla, and
the story might~incredible as 1
sounded - be tree. The old man's
sale might hold these secrets, and

JUNE, 15585

mwen whe over lived Most people
took him with o vrain of sah, st
nu sericus scientist dared shrog
away his elims o ponsense. N o
alrer Thomas Edison avied it ancd
AI't'_':!.n_urn\i'r:l hity wronug.

The wonld's leading physicists
and electrical envineers had to et
crow hack i the 13305 when Tesla
solved o problem they had thoustn
impossible. That one accomplish-
ment  the Invention of a practical
alternating-current mestor and gen-
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June 26, 1973
g&/(>' :Bmdhr —_—
M, Hogam

Respectfully referred to:

‘ Congressional Liaison _
Federal Bureau of Investigation

K Department of Justice
Washington, D. C. 20530

Because of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquiries and communtications,
your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findings and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the

enclosure, will be appreciated by

Form #2

\
| \ - .
_ . . e e
ECLOSORE o




20 Junas 1973

fiﬁ

Bear Senator - 2/

’

Though in Alaska temporarily wor¥ing oi & militar;r coniraet, I 54317 eonsider mv)elf‘e
an resident, hence it is 1o you thgy I EREERE

] ' le ‘
Diring g days at. -.,ol.uage I bacamn ivberoseed in a faveinaling Crechomigysiclsg,
N

Hicolai™Tesla, Proffessor Tesla eﬂr‘f"ab“1 e this erinter dn tie Lionlios, I
F?IIE?ET"-EE—ild some of hie most originel “i€re, Tesla rad a weculZar hend of mind,’
in his younger days he was often called & #ad saicabist, and Gid not pubilish
evtansively when he came o the US, Moz of the oxiutd -~ —abterial 8 in
untranslatad Czech, Tesla wao ,anavcr, an cmbersive fone cnlker, IER Bnouht 14
cirance thai upon his death, nouc of nis vobas f“ cols Amerdcean peviod enr
smoeared, Ypon dissussing sris with o friend, Tz inforned that all of 'r. Tesla's
ates were confiscated b the ¥2I, I coanrot wonceive now trrwq noLes on pnysics

end eleciricity can in oy way endznzer the nasional safetr, Ib seems that Mr

foover in his zeal, bal confiscated matverlal wrosc 011y sift wes a radicel apyroach

v seience, There is irndieation that mue’ o ralessar Terclols later work ecnceraed
~ov2rn ovovel aprroach 4o tins theory, T:Gdlzsa o say, it pus veen radical approaches
o oheaaes that have ceen our greatest scicalific advanzes iy medera times,
viz, Linginin, Heiserherg, et z2l.

I wazr wendering if your office mizht be &hln to determine if these papers sre
51111 extani, and if so, see to it that the public hac aceesz to themy It would
e a shame in see all of Nicolai Teslas work to have been in vain,

=2

e excuse my Lypirz, in all the thousanis of words 1 typed trying to get z
iriter,

a9
veral oducation, I rnevsr did master tne typew

—
He it

1EHC!BSURE '
' 47
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July 5, 1973

Honorable
United States Seanate
AR Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator

This 1

zn .0 acknowledge recalpt of your communication
dated June 26th

closing a letter from your constituent,
who is temporarily employed in uulu.%

inquiry, central files - /)
ga indicate that the '

In response to
cf the Pederal Bureau of Inves
effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were irpounded after his death
by the 0ffice of Alfen Property of the Department of Justice
and not by the FRI., S8Since we did not participate in the

handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to furnish
the information vou desire.

I am returning your enclosure as you requested.
8incerely yours,

william D. Ruck&lshaﬂs

LI William D, Rockelshaus
Acting birector

Enclosure
/

Me. Feit 1l - Portland - Entlosures (2)

:-g:;‘:h;—- 1 - Congressionafl|\Services Office - Enclosures (2) q
. Clevelsd . NOTE: Bufiles rior cordial correspondence with Senator

- o] is not identifiable in Bufile
Me. Jenking ___ r. Tesla was a world-famous

Mr. Marshal}

e g5~ electrical /invgn{or", and at the time of his death, all of his

Mrs. Hogan

Mr. Soyars personal d effects were believed dangerous to the count
M ompsen —  g@curity ell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodic
Tele, Room J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a ce€
ﬁ'.g:';ia safe and op ned it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearl
- Bowers —— 1 jt was the Office of Alien Property of the Depar’
Mr. Conmy . i B nd the above reply ig forwarded in,answer to re
Mr. Eardle, ::- } TELETYPE UNIT [ ] @ w ‘ ‘

)

Y3
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( - July 19, 1973
A T > - .
=0 1S UNCLASSIE

En-3-9 B

Your letter was received on July lstﬁl In

response to your finquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla
were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the PBI.
Since we¢ did not participate in the handling of Dr., Tesla's
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you
desire. A copy of your communication and of this reply have

been referred to the Department of Justice.

IAILED 4 Bincerely yours,
L 191973 L. M. Keliey,

@

FB!

Clarence M. Kelley

Director
NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (Bufile 100-22:
Assoe. Dir reflects_that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and
ﬁ?ym: at the t%me of his death, all of his personal papers and effects
o S Were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell intc

Files & Com,
Gan. fnv,

_ unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil
alleged.that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,
appropr;ating hig property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was
the Office of Alfien Property of the Department which did so, and
baboretory the above r is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy
Soee v Of letter fefgpred to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Divisioc

of the De&parhffent.)
Taleghone Rm, __._ ﬁ)

A
Direcror Sec’y __  MAIL ROOM ':/_{ TELETYPE UNIT [__ ‘G/)

tdent.

Inspection
Intell.
Laboratory

Training

Legal Coun.

Cong. Sarv.
Cors, & Crm.

Ressarch
Press OH,

o
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E'?"‘Yalf_csg/ﬂO - 2?37 Ab August 2, 1973

?g 11 IMERMATION CONTAINED
oy

HER 2L 1S UNCLASSIF
(9  DATEZ-3-80 B

Your letter, which was received on July 30th, has
been reviewed and I would like to point out that FBI Agents were
not involved in removal of papers from the gafe of Dr. Mikola
Tesla, nor did we at any time have custody of his property.

I realize there have been some written accounts
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla's belongings; however, these
accounts are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso-
lutely not responsible and there was no impersonation involved.

1 *

Sincerely yours,

£. M. Kellay

Clarence M. Kelley
Director

NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects
of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Alien Property had
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his

oo D communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate

Admin. clearly that after Dr. Tesla's death some relatives opened the safe in his

e — hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of

Con. . Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions
e that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmuc
el as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla's effects, the

Plan. & Evot Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter,

P ‘

Inapection

Troining

Legal Coun. ____

Cong. Sarv.

Corr. & Crm,
Research

Press O#f,

Telephone Rm.
Director Seey 3
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b ?-_ PR
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
U.S. Department of Justice

3 ™ el e -
Washington D.C, 20535

Sirs:

We recently contacted the San Francisco *31
office and a review of their files revealed.- e
information concerning the scientist NikolézEesla —
or his papers which we understand to have - zen
imoounded.

If you could mske a thorough investigation-- - "~
of all files and materials available to you, we
would greatly appreciate the correspondence of
any information that might be discovered.

Thank you,

0“1p“MUD ‘JLD

ceamit "c%‘?‘\‘?.ﬂf‘ N _
i s ol [ 1
\"':-'.“" M ";-. | _

OATE L=

g - /(30 - &0737* Qé(f,\«\l_@
REC35 (=775 T L)
@

-
o
F.
1




nly 7, 1975
Q

o\ e ATION COTTTAINED
e HCLASSIEE

This will acknowledge your letter of June Sth.

In response to your inquiry, the papers of
Dr. Nikola Tesla wers impounded, after his dsath, by the

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a

world famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his

death his personal papers and effects were impounded by

Office of Alien Property for national security reasons,

Since Tesla's death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous

inquiries about the disposition of his technical papers.
r»::rm- The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries.
’p. nv, __

o Bufiles contain no information identifiable with requesters.
Admin. .
“ . ol

Ext. Alfoirs ____ (b)

Files & Com

\dent. i MAILES 7 ~ ‘

inspection i

s JUL? 1975

Loboratory

Plon. & Evel. _ . 3

Spec. lnv. . -

ming . - - i

wno 2l 4 Y 5 § v

Assoe. Dir,

Rm.

GO 635
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13 November 1975

Mr. Clarence Kellay

Directer nty I EARTTATION £ NTAI I
E.B:.II. 2 - - R Ty [ vimemy ﬂﬂr"'—“_f\ =
WEBNLOELON, U.0. 2UD3D TR LIV AR N i P
uHit_£&:§;§ZL_£3{éég%géégééég?
Desr Mr. Kelley:
e

in reply to the letier of 10 November from your offiee:

I restate that I was not asking about the existenee or
non-existenee of any investigative information e

413113 but on his teshnlcal papers selized on his death
C in 1943 and reported in the papers eof that time,

The reason glven in the reply frem your eoffise, the

second paragraph, as te why I cannet get any inferm-
ation en Tesla's papers makes ne sense in itself eor

in reply te wy inquiry, The thikd paragraph stating
the gonditlons under which a search will be made

is a clear bureaucratie eircumvention of the Freedom

of Informetien Act and an excuse on the part of the
individugl hnnd‘l(nﬂ my reaqueat for.deing anv woark he-

e F e R mTa i s e aa wa i Ww AAs ay WA B W

yond the drafting of & letter. W1ill 1t be the decieion
of your office to let the situation stand like this?

As I stated in my first letter, I am following up the
Tesla data for a magazine article. I am temptsd to have i
your reply of the 16th printed and run nationally as /
an example of how bureaucratic manceuwring is used to i
get around the FOIA. Does the bureau need more of this

type of publlelty?

It 1e disheartening to see an agency entrusted te uphold
the law using 1ts resourses to moek the law.

*' Sincerely,

/! v
& 4j? ‘ // é? ’/ S g?é //fi{-
Mot 40 © 10
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223757

——

@) == IS UNCLASS
(7) DATE 2-3-2¢ B
C

to the Bureau on Novembar léth. .
In response to your imguiry, the papers eof
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, afto; his death, by

the Office of Alien Property of the Department of
Justice.

S$incerely yours,

r‘l

i e

M

SYia myETMam

Clarence M. EKslley
Directox

1 - The Deputy Attorney General ~ Enclosurs
Attention: BSusan M. Hauser

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was
a World famous electrical inventor, and at the time
of his death his personal papers and effects were

impounded by Office of Alien Property for National

Assoc. Dir,

bes. AD adm. . Security reasons. Since Tesla's death in 1943 the
JDep 40w — Bureau has received numerous ingquiries about the
Admim. disposition of his technical papers. The above
Come. 5y — TYeply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries.
Ext, Affairs

Files & Com. ..

(5)

Gan, Inv.

R

N ~
r& 1;;oom [C3J TELETYPEUNIT[ ]

o v,

Intell.

Labaratory
Plon. & Evel. _
Spec. bnv. i

Training

Legal Coun.

Telephone Rm.

§ I b T

1 FORMATION CON
'TIED

Sovember 26, 1978

This will acknowledge receipt ef your letter

GPO : 1975 O - §68-%2(

57



' . * . . ’ -

o
T ¢ e ACTION
1 " "ROUTING AND TRANSPYTAL SLIP
U TO (Name, office symbol or location) iTiaLs fciRcuaT
Alan MCCTEight DATE COORDINATION
Rm. 5435 - JEH X
= TNiTIae [ FILE "
DATE TNFORAMATION
3 INITIALS ENOTE AND
RETURN
DATE PEA COM
VERIATION
4 tHITIALE I STE WL
DATE .l‘NATU.A[
REMARKS

o GO

Do NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences,
disapprovals, clearances, and similar actions

FROM (Wame, office symbol or location) OATE
10/21/75
Susan M. Hauser
PHONE
145
OPTIONAL FORM 41 HE—1—B1MM-1 8324103 ko 5041101

AUGUST 1087
G3A FPMR ( 41CFR) 100-11.204

5%



O TRRTIALT S A Ty

e oI,

=
Freedom of Information Act Recuest o
- ~ T
=1 _— DA
Zoo 2
Deputy Attorney General T &
U.S. Depertment of Justice W.}
Washington, D,C. 20535% ' F -
> 3
- on
Gentlemen:
I am writing an article for a magazine on early twentieth
century inventorg &nd want to obtain information on some
papers of NikolaCAgsgls that were seized by the FBI on his /
death in 1943. .
U- 7.
Tesla invented a number of elecfrical devices and because ;)
of the war and because Tesla was born a Yugoslavian national -

e e swa i A R An Rl W e VA E S W WAL & , -

it was probably considered a measure of preventztlve safety

to hold in safekeeping papers that might have any bearing on
national security.

o~

o
¢

I would like to find out: 1) if the FBI still has the papers:
2) if they do have the papers, what must be done to see them:
3) if they do not have the papers, who does have them or what
happened to them? n

00

I would be very grateful for your help with this _
. !‘.:; f':-t__: .,-:/’J -

0CT 2.
A Sincerely, 41975

P . .

Aﬂﬂ

@
’

)
v | FORMATION CONTAINED 4(0)
{7 7 IS UNCLASSIFIED ~

n\l/

DATE 2-3-§2_BYSP 4 ypamjile

A
-
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Where the averaee engineer or
imventor would reach fnstinciive e
for deaving board, paper and pen-
ail, Tesla wonld klmpl\ switch on
that uncanny magic lantern mkul(

s Lir s Lrain ) ]f« wauld Tix o niennat

tnage age there Then he wonhd alter
this deval o that, discard one p].m
1r\ another, withoat eve T puthiog o
line on

Cirs Tlﬁt: - frome these mental
hmacges alone he (uuld_s:\( s
workren evact instractions on how
10 build cach part of a4 new device,
thouel it was unjihe anything ever
sceen before.

Thus, needine no drafting room
and few laboratory conveniences to
work on an ides, Testa conld use
crvery spare minute that he had w
test and pevise bas theory of alier-
nating ¢orrent,

His firse real job was manager
of a ne ﬂ\"';fg.uun(l te ](phum'
ransn\ in Budapest. Bar tele-
phone circuits were dull staf com-
pared with the ehallenge of tha
one big ideas He moved 1o Pars
where he became a Bnd of acneead
troubleTNG5ler T the Continental
Edison T"(ﬁt@fﬁ\_

T oot was \Hl] chipping away
at his Big prollem, Dt t*u trouhle
was, he coulda’ t share it with
trarned men who misht have helped
him work it our. For whenever he

JUNE, 1938

mentioned alternating curen g, an
(](((rlr‘T(n“nn-l F."- non would
|=mL at [Hln R Hm'l"h b were
clazy.

Bust dien carme e v LUwhen
L Lirew b Lol sedved o e wos
W, 1”'_-__ s iened e rhe Rins Je
Hemluf'w \m.n!lt;!)‘ he stopped
Bt T bewan Jabbing witds his
cone .:t___&._ni Jdnvisible phjece i
the air,

J St worh" he oured,
is Hlt 1ot Aing megnetic feld wihioh
o mrhq Arnetare toarn, Iy prolls

the “ﬁ.”ll(.‘\ lr'”“lf'\\l'!lll L |“‘\l|1'
e shiadt toorevolie AT ol e
this switeh, cansing the curent 10

flins first 10 one direction, then the

other ., "
Never mitnd whar his friened
thoueht. Tedy had the answer.

At the ofice T enlleasues seotled
or Inohed Lok But the nuanaeer
listening o the nul])uurin;_:t; o
scientific Jorgon, suddenty though
of his hoss Back in the Enied St
Elicre o r somae l:lnh i whai the
Croa saidd, surely the Tmons clec-
trical wisard unuld h(- St
enoneh o s L

S he gove Teda a Jeigr of ine
Hm!ll(lhlll to Thornas Lduun atul
\usul him 1o try Lis Lk in A
ica. This, TTesl, now 27, arrived
in Now Yok, H( was T, mLTs«mu
over stx-leet-two, with a distin-
guished head andd deep-set blue
eyes. Hie Shavie face was hroad
HETOSS 1[7'?:: ehbones, hisdark b
ik, Toas"ohin shnpl\ pointed. Ox
\\utl(”_\ tronds, he lod the elothes
on s Lock, loar cons o gash, the
letter to Do, wnd e ideg swhich
was o clongee the world,

Lelisos thonghn dess than nothing
of the wlea Te seemed so prepos-
terous tht he wouldn™t even listen
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and, of course, Tesda bLad ne
Jroawgnes withowhich oy o gone
vinee b But Fdivwon !'.n_L__HTn n
jub, {ur by Tad - secllont taming
Aol ('_lmjnv«t__d_u(! Edivon neetded
!I_L;nr_‘_d .

Hosw withorontine clectrieal wotk,
el waitedd neatly three veass fos
6 turn his mental mave
Lo e Taal oo he could shiow
to othors T 1887, he was able 1o
Dottow cnouel muones o start his
own Jaboratony, and the Lolloawing
Y l_}_i‘_J]_l_(';ll.![illgvg'll!l('lil mtor
and grnorater noy puls;tiuLjL‘.lli-
nes il !u\l'ﬂh_l_l_&_&hl_]_(' thoueh
moch practical eavineciing would
Ol Le needed 1o B thenn to oo
mero el use.

Gpgagy Westnghouse, another
D onton, o the fist to e then

A clanee

aalne, e Loneht the patents aued

voave Teslo o _inh g% eneinees iy his
Pioshaneh favtors,

But Tesha couldn’t wet alony with
the other Westinghouse eneineers.
1om his stamdpoint, the aliernat-
pne-curient jobowas done. Faven
Cochootbons™ conld nos Tan ot
e few remaining hinks Moean-
tine, his Baaim had st ted 1o latch
cven bieeer dreanis, 11e went hack
bis Yabea oy in New Yol
She hone T he ondeTold g
ciencewriier TIOTITSerof
T cntlon 71{«:—7 .tJ-tII;I‘ _}Llr.i;ii_d\ztl('l('

1t hdeas are born
e e e——— - —— —

140

sosk npoa s Jae tle years that
{ollonerd, Teshr fuad vy ad-

i aggrriances, hut el

O treend Adrey bus oo neos o,

AN ('\Q_L'_Hr_c'_u';'l_ biiy p_u_;,gug_]_lm
1is manmer toward others was

vondial bup resened, diztant, Ths

wordls were as il nttered Dy osome

vodd, sitne onoan Olympas b d

118

ane the test of honnitg, Boacked
o his fime, those words made a
pemendons presson,

ll('__lt'cm_r'rd Hoevery seientifie
center 3o thie country and o all the
pupo capitals abroad. Things
which, as vet, esisted only inside
that st brain of his were so
real to b, hieomade them real
1o his Bisteners,

He desonbed vadar and radio
llt_::;‘l._rjxl-\-ug_il_uj—tr7'1jrt‘_1r\i§inn
e adsocated clecirotherapy, He
forcsaw o day when guan would
contiol natuie inogaery respect -
coen the weather - when machines
b oalt Rinds, and the power 1o ran
them, sould heso ¢ heap that pov
crty would vanish from the wionld

Withowt wanting 1o bey Tesa
\\.|:.17§TIFW|TT?TT'— e histening
T R e, his wonders, au-
dienees were l('.!ll\ tes It licve nearh
g thing.

Tesla reammed that couled
well electiie powor cheap il you
coulidd do awasy with the millions of
pules and insulatoes, the millions of
tons uf copprer wie used 10 ransiit
e thonehn

vou

it from place 1o place
Le hnew how o do 1t - undﬁ_]. P
NMorvan boacked b with $30 000

On Tone T-lnd. Toslie bl o
huge powes 11].1111 with o 154100t
.‘»1(‘('1—1“;‘3'(] [ERRSNEAS ] |u]n|1(‘(|. ]s_\ A1
cnormons mashionmsstaped cop-
per dome. I'iom  this dome he
planne o Nombard the carth™scrus
with ontlions of volts of clectie
cneres Dl power se added o the
ottty permanent charge could he
drained ot a1 s otha peoin
ary pointoon the cath™s surface.
Thie, 1t would He possible for clee-
tic power (o Lo osent anyvwhere
without conduaits, poles or wites, On
su hie thosghit, unul he wied it

CORONET




In Nowvgwber, 1828, Tesla_an-
nounced thahe could abolish war,

The inventor had desicned a
small, inexpensive, eadio-controlled
boat which, through s supposed
ability to destroy the biggest hartle.
ships, would make great novies use-
fess. Not many years later, he wa,
talking ol another SHDCT-Weapon

“deail ray o which would annihi-

ate whale armiies.

—Y(T!_—I‘l'_:!:l -llf'\ or gll\‘}l('( Tf'l] l]]-l'
the redd super-weapon of the funne
would cone from atomie fission
For Tiamin™ Tomic Totion whidh
ledd to smashinge the atony, he had
only richicules Alone 1 his midedle
age, he had Tallen oot of stepowih
the world's ereat thinker,

Not all Tesla's Loer inventions
were fantastic. Some, Like Las -
duction coils and oscillators, amd
proneer work oo Srtuned” elocnnal
circaits, were hichly nupertant.

Thoush he nev’ suceceded in
transmitning,. power without wines
or i bie seale, he ded prove that o
single wize 3 enoneh, And some ol
his brilliant prophecies ispioed the
move pladding seientists o work ont
the practical problenms of indoctiom
heating, radio-telophone, radar i
many other electronic manvels of
today.

But as he grew older, he with-

die o her ] Tartlier wirl,.
in ol
soumted ik 21 ane b
planct. For conpanian g ot
the old o b anle Lo e i
;ll‘lf-!-—[m_—‘:'l':'ﬁ craneer wnh T!n"
years. Connplorel alone 4 Loat, o
Slunlm_f,g i rgw- with o, il
very hatr, he v D o ey
bieste] racey, Loy B o L,
and trudee slow v over 1o o pork
whor e b Tre o7 i.i"r Mmoo it |
hiI_!l T}It‘\"uk\“f'l" |L~ fli('luls l by
ll—‘t‘t't]t‘\m_{l 7_|_‘l|:1I';il. the wondd g

2

]]1‘\ UL ;||‘|]1"|”-‘ TR
done b

nnf;

When be trew ton il o o o,
vach v hie sen o Wearern Union
\rer teeds

e the Barebe, rhie Do s i st teed

Tiesse nerer to the ;unt’r.

o see 0l any of rhesg secied sk
Tse, heowas toc e thern ok 1o
Ii'\]‘li\.
wonll nvose theny gendy Lack o)
health,

Perhops this sad hiede Lidsor of
Yove _\h-:\ujkih.d the i who
chanoed the workt B e L, dise
('«1('[7'1[ N L'.I-l-.ll tch f’|'|||,.£;\ Tie-
5&11(‘7\7\‘ 7[1&\\‘ wl‘l..ll -l}.l( e Iteat RS
for ST_H wl ]‘!\'_ﬂ_nn(”in loneh thougin
Lt i a s heot [rrlsatine
like Tos own “taoed cncuis™ - in
tune with 1he hearis of lis (el
men. O did Tie ever know® You

could neser be sine abont Tesla!

toom where the dnventon

, Winnle Wi ”

IN T FAREY 1'73“\, when Winston Churobd]l Boed ol nded Lottty his
ovensupporters aed the political opposition, the Tan Georee Borard
Shav vrote Tgme 1 enclose two vonechers o the pronacre f i new

plav Tor vourself and e nd

lf. AN

[T

Back 1o the plaveeshn prosnpthy canne e the e checkhs winthe thes

note fronr CWinme ™

S Eyegrer Dacunabl v e nd the preomiéie of

yeanr new phave Plesse send me two vouchens Tor the second porbommanee

S any?

JUNESE95E

MU AT NL o reaE ! e
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" At long last Sesbiaris—American and ¢
: o acted to honor the memory and achievements of one
}

of
* Bia's greatest sons. Dr'
. Fpr, the world-wide Centennial celebration of DR
NikolTesla’s birih next }eu, Serbs on this Contrnent
—y————
plmtoerectabustmtueottneelecmcugenmwsunu

befomtheenhmofﬂnMonnshryl&hbutyvﬂk m -

. Steps lqpkmg towards that end were talen at the recent
" SN

ntion following th ' i
SNE _ILVE v -wn :)“tlwmg the readmg QW by President

Radakovich from His ufa(‘:e, D18 Nicolai. As the Wi
‘ bersahy-rcnowped churchman mﬁ!ﬂ?ﬂﬁﬂ R
“ monument, by Serbians, would forever rcmmd other Serbs
: of the honor and glory of Dr. Nikola Tesla .. -..... And that he
i . -was a SERBIAN, son of a SERRIAN ORTHODOX dere.

Ve

e B & & BN

' ‘man, born in the SERBIAN SELO of Smiljan'inLika. - -

Further, His Grace urged that the undertaking be a -]omt
' . one and representative of ALL the Serbian orgaslinaticy
the United States and Canada® He naturally looked to the

______a g VI

| Ca
for leadership, and the greatest menetary contribution. Bute‘ e
also besought the help of the Serbian Natl Defenac and ’ T
Jedinstvo beneficial society. N5
. The Convention voted $1000 for the project nnd a P 3
hand collection wunj %amongth&bhgate&nnd A e
* 4uests, kinsmen MiloiHonievich of Johiet, Hl., giving E} o=
$200. It is probable that the of the meeded 1C“JL g
™ will be raised thru public good-will offerings: and ¥ \Q:j;c-,
cash gifis of the other iwo organizations mentioned. : iR, &2
And after a suitable bust has been erected forDr. %é E
Bishop Nicolai suggest imilar-like monument horjor the =
\ , memory of Dr. Mi upin, also a world-renowned sclentist, rzl'l
, au‘nor anu equcator. i v 3 c
~ This is a subject near and dear to all good Serblan hearts’ \R
'*'.‘r R S
- .
A "AMERICAN SRBORRAN"™
. /0 22 3 7 September 28, 1955
INDEXED - 38 Y& Pittsbargh, Pa,
N T Rroovhth
je oLt YnRE
N L= ;5T
« = = / ~
5\ é‘

. 0 - 3237
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PITTSEURGH, PA. — The Serb
Nat'l Federation Executive Board
,%'u acted quickly to implement a
. onvention decision to honor the
me of the illustrious Dr. Nik-|
' esla.

At its first meeting of Octo-
ber 8, the Board drafted a resolu-
tion calling on all SNF members
and good Serbians to help fi-

; mance a memorial project fer the
" late scientisi-inventor genius.

This would stand be'ore the
. entrance of the Monastery in

Lihgrtyville, N

‘Cdst of the contemplated project,
whi would c¢larion to the world
that ©r. Tesla was a Serbian, is
estimated at $3000. The Convention
voted $1000 to the cause and a hand
‘collection among
Yielded several
more.

I Kinsman Milos
-Joliet, 111, gave $204.

Public Aid Sought

* Balance of the needed sum is now
being sought thru good-will offer-
ings of the general Serbian popu-
lace in the United States and Can-

ndred dollars

Kon]evxch of

fund, si.milar to the one 'be-
" conducted to heln Mefray
expemes on Shadolu.d
) b.en etablished.

"N hoped to raise the neces-

- R . -

INDEYED - 14

- I . g\”
ESNOVE 1938

122 deleeates.

Opens Drive for Tesla Memerial at leertyvdlé;

SNF
k2000 PUBLIC AID SOUGH-

sary monies and complete the
project in time 'for the world-
wide Centennial; celebration for
"the gemins next $ear. o

- Spearheading the movement for
recognition, espdc;ally 0 n g
American elements, is the
SOCIETY. founded by s ‘-entxst—
engmeer Leland nderson, fanat-
ical admirer of of the Tate Dr. Nikola
Tesla.

Mr. Anderson right now is con-
ducting a search for a famous por-
trait of the Serbian electrical wiz-

ard done at the turn of the cenlury|

in New York.

Seek Missing Portrait

In his c’urrent TESLATAN oub-
li~ation, Mr. Andgrson revedled the
work, by Princess Viima Lwofi-
Parlzghy, is missing. "

Reviewing developments,
Anderson wrote:-

“On March 1, 1916, the PnnceSS
gave a receptxon ir her new studio
in New York especiallv to exhibit
her latest protrait of Nikola Tesla.
An article in the NFW YORK
TIMES for March 2. 1916, ctated—

“ It was one of the beliefs ¢V
Mr. Tesla that there was some-
thing unlickvy mbouot posing for a
pvictore and he never sat to anv

hef-re he enter the stndig af
the Prin uﬂﬂ, ¢ Pham whish she

Mr.

* bad chosen #id not have a skv-

‘/lﬂ 22»57-4

| 2 BN f.ub
120 kv 4 1555

- Il"’"nDIlAT‘q“ CONTA‘NED

light in it and the mweb:
North exposure was missing.
. % <At the muggestion of Mr. Tesla,
a cluster of powerful incandescents
was put up in the cormer of the
ipartment and the rays, filtered
LA | thru blue glass, were just the right
1ual'ity. The portrait was shown
under the same illumination.

At Base for Bittivg :

“ 'Mr. Tesla, having spived the.
problem of the artifical dan, fell to
thinking about ‘other parts of the
universe, and there he sat oblivious
to his surroundings.

“ ‘The painier was able to pr
duce ‘a likeness in whick there
no evidence that the subject w
conscious that anybedy w 1
waiching him. much lesy wtudy- |
ing his features from the other
side of the easel. '

“ ‘Among those who attended the
reception were Mrs. C. B. Alex-
ander, Henry P. Davison. the
Countless de thtenburg and Mrs.
E. T. Isham.' »

After the Princeu died in 192%
her studio and all objects of art '
was sold st wuction. .

The Telsa portrait, Sixdf
inrhes, appeared on the cover of

TIME mheazine (July 20, b))
and in the FLECTRICAL 8X.-
PFRIMENTER {Janugsy—1/389),

Mr. Andemon says, ., .
‘Hs locstion is not i-w known.

AMERICAN SRBOERAN «-/

Pittsbur-gh, Ps,

| bS
/00 - 2237



. " Cadiz, 0.,Serb Gives $100
For Bust Image of Inventor
To Be Placed at Monastery

Pittsburgh, Pa.—Half of the $3000 fund goal for a statue
memorial of the late Dr. Nikola Tesla has been realized, the’

_ SNJF announced today.
In fact, tohloontnbutwmeountednfumeto

[ $1580.
é-u The Fund is an outgrowth of a plea by Buhop Nxcoh:
- for Serbians to do honor for the®=
—~ memory of the noted electrical historians, !ﬂ'ﬂ-'l, educators,
% e, wizard during the world-wide scientists, etc., would not be
St Centennial celebration phinned mhisled, Bishop Nicolai believes.
= % >4 for the genius next year. . i Be that as it may, the SNF's
O < #cal is to amass the neaded mon-
—
~ c_"S" ) ln :‘“ ;:k ¢ “H '::h '(':'::’. ies in time to erect and dedicate
- > @ M at the the memorial before the Tesla

=5 % vention at Niagara Falls, Can- . .

g o “) ods, the delegates approved a Centennial celebration ends. ._
[N $1000 gift from the SNF_and | Donors and the ‘amounts of
L . decided to raise, by public  their donations are as follows:
g L}__-L_J grant, the balance of $2000. o

C $ 1000.00
f..._: A hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjevich  200.00 i

? iZZ grass-roots leaders of the So- . “ Todor Dragich - = 38.00
ciet} raised another $450. Then,! ** Petar Borovich . 25.00
first meeting October $, the SNF Couneel N Sterie - -"25.00 -
y-elected Executive, Board of Delegate N. Stepinovich 20.00
the SNF appealed to. the mem- " Maxim Jakavac 20.00
. bership at large to fulfill the bal-| " Iija Janjanin ~  20.00

Lnm:e required. . *“ Lou Balta “10.00 /
* Jovan Vukeevich 10.00
First Coﬂribuhm 8100 % Milan Kajganovich £0.00
A scant 24 hours after tln ap- . Stevan Rogulie : -10.00
peal was published in the Society’s ™ Bordan Dmgitich . .5.00
- ) 2 “Srbobran” organ last Wednes- *° Milan Tomich @~ 3.00
0 N 1 dly. Sime Zelich of Cadiz, O..'i ** Todor Vuieich 5.00
gave $100. ' L DijuroLukich ~ - "800
The proposed memonal a * G, Sfoisavijevitch - 5.00
" statue image, would be placad I:e-1 ** R. Vukadinovi¢h - 5.00
Jfore the entrance of the St. Sava’ *  Ianko Mmmich . 5.00
'Set'bum Monastery in Libertyville,| © Petar Maravich 5.00
m. - “  Mirko Baranin 5.00



1tion st Niagara Falls, Can- C_- tennial ~lebr l od

a, the delegates approved & ! * :
OoomﬁmduSNE\aﬂ Doners i&.m-&
cided to raise, by publie thutdomh..amq

 hand collection l.mon' u,. Derq.:.u K_; ‘_ i |
grass-roots leadem ¥
%ruﬁd anather ﬂgﬂ. ;‘kﬁ W Pﬂ-r Bnmhin } 2" =

first miweting October 3, the M N, Srigt " ot b
fly-elected Exeantive. Board of Delegate. M. SM
SNF appealed to the mam-| "* Masim. Jakovae :
ship at large to fulfill the bal-} . * Ihja Janjaiis y " )
e required. i . - :: l'..ou Bi{;:k - 1{: :g.g‘ :
" Jovan covioh, 3
First Coﬂfibuhm ﬂOO N Mian Kajganovieh 10,00 .
A scant 24 houn lfter thn np- " Steven Rogulfe - 10.00
il was published in the Society’'s ~ Bogdan Dregisich 5.00

ol 4

‘bobran” organ last Wednes- * Milan Tomich" S 8.00

s, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, Q. * Todor Vuicieh

e $100. . L ' Djuro Lukich. =~ ~
The proposed memorial, &l * G. Stoisavljevich ;

tye image, would be placed b.-!t * R. Vukndinoﬂgh
e the entrance of the St. Sava’ ™ Janko Mrmich .

:bian Monastery in Libertyville; | Petar Maravich

' *  Mirko Baranin
#There & would proclaim to *  Stanko Jelich
ns of thousands of Serbian - * &

Un U W e e
2833888383

(Edmonton, Alberta,

ock and son of a Serbian Can.) 10.00
rthodox clergvman,” Bishop , Teta Andia Mamula -
icolai declared. (Plttsburgh) ’ 5.00
For half a century and more, Martha Mamula Bielosh

. general American public has { Pittsbureh) 10.00 "

en misled anent the nationality Sime Zelich (Cadiz, 0.) 100.0”
the man who foretold the com- Milinko Alexich, war invalid

: of atomic energy power. (Omaha, Nebr.)
Only recently, a prominent | -—
\merican magazine listed him, Total $ 1T

worrectly, as of Croatian |
tock. The mistake was subse-
uently puhliclv corrected with

oologies by the publication. -—the honoring, forever, of two of Serbia’s best-known immi-
But lacking an image reference,

ackin agze ren: grant sons who contributed so greatly to the. welfan: and
th historical statiatics, similar
. likely in the f prosperity of their adopted America. - \
rors are likely in the tuture.

_ We hope to report developments as soon as they take

Old References Poor ‘place, remembering Bishop Nikolai's concluding remarks:
The magazine publication, for Lo “Nikoln Tesla, in the field of science, brought the
stance, explained it obtained its [ Serbian name great glory—just as did the greatest Serbian

‘erence material from an anti- : kmghtl on the field of battls.”
ated guide book. *

Since the misléading matter
:re was never challenged bv
rbians and other interested
rties before, the magazine logi-
lv assumed it was factual. 1
Erection cf a bust statie.
120 listing Dr. Tesla’s date of
irth. birthnlace. natents, efr.,
'onld counter Mhe old mrirde
nd make certain that futare |

.
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23 June 58

Federal Buresu of Investigation
Washington 25, D,C,

Gentlemen:

During my senior year at Georgetown University.g read J,.J,0'Niel's
Biography of Nikoll Tesla; the book, entitled rodigal Geniug"
described quite & few of Tesla's experiments, most of which I tried .
nyself in the physics lab. I em interested in reviewing Tesla's
experiments in wireless electric power transmission,

Unfortunately, Tesla dled 1n 1945 Just at the time he supposedly
had developed a system of wireless power transmlssion, Since World
War 1l was then in progress his papers were selized and sealed by the
F.B.I. I suppose that by now Tesla's papers have been released for
publication, but a call to the Library of Congress prodweed no
results, Therefore, I have two questione: e

' 1) Does the F.B.I. now have Tesla's sclentifio papers?

2) 1f so, are they available for public inspection?
If they were released, who has them?

1 will certainly appreclate any help you can give me aloag these lines,
Tesla published very little of his findingse; this, coupled with the
fact that wirelese power ie connected by most people with "Death Rays"
and crack-pots has made it nearly impossible for me to find anything
on the subject, :

X ve tru
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WOBKED L INFORVATION CONTAINED 3w 35, 1086

-122 | CEREIN IS UNCLASSIF ED Lt

';_’J

W
-
Ot

/
| . snd in regponse wop owr .
n files reflect that the éffests 4 Tesla wers tahen into sublody
aftar hia Adesth tha this Boreau,
S e Tewwsis Wy ey . . ' v .
- fine
Mr. Tesla's offects,
you requested. —
‘ e L X *
. . i A:- : - s s
John Edgar Hoover 2 =&
, - llroeto: | ime
| . : . - 5 W
| QQMM = rei b
. NOTE: Bu.ﬁ.les reflect no record on correspondent a.nd reveal l:he;:or-!ec*
JUN2 91956 { spelling of Tesla's name as "ka%. " Bufiles reflect this type of ei h
. MAILED 24 | Peen utilized by the Domestic Intelligence Division in answerkng & T
—d ingqWiries, {(65-47953; 100-2237) Cover memo from Mr, Belmont
| Boardman 6-29-55, set out background of this matter which concerned th:
" «death bl peslt, a famous electrical inventor. Bureau was net involved
.6‘0 & ' in this matter, and the opening of the Bafe conhimng his effects was done
Tolzon by E:Iv]Oiﬁce of Alien Property , . - .
M. Nichols ’ Wi BOGL
Belmont
Mbn ~ \ é] ﬁ)
Plrsons
Rosen \

Tamm

‘
%_%;jtduuﬂm - ’ ' // o .
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_O]ﬁce Men.. t..pdum . UNITED ' * GOVERNMENT

o - DIRECTOR, FBI | DATE: T7/25/57
Feld S QN.‘NNED
SAG, mw@:onx (65~ 12290) - .‘rQEéM%\“Opog\\:
- §§K?§$ LA (Deceased) : jzgiﬂa”’

W Stre'e't, New York @ﬁa - // :
24, New York, a e8 citizen of Yugosiav

extraction, who on occasion, veoluntarily furnishes

, the New York Office sith information he considers %o ,
be in the interests of the Becurlity ef Uni‘bed , ST

States Government, furnished Special Ag o

NICHOLAS J,MASTROVICH the following info tion on ..

Jul 1957: ' -7
il WA MRS TSI N

ated that a certain woman named (ék?ﬂ@D
Mre. MARG TORM who lives with her husband,

JCHN, at the ‘calonial Hotdl, 51 West 8lst Street, New
York 24, Wew YoF¥k, has been 1ssu1ng newsletters which
éontain armation pertaining to rlying saucers : B
an emlanetmsm‘?.t?rs} SOpE L eI NEw S LE

VAV AN TARY

-stated that in his opinion Mr. and (@(7/{0}
¥rs. STORM are explolting the reputation and genius

of NIKOLA TESLA, deceased,inventor of Yugoslav
extraction who ahieved world wide fame as a result of
his inventions in the United States.

TESLA was born in Smiljan, YUgoslavia in
July, 1859 and came to the United States in 1894
and became a naturallized United States citizen., In
1886 TESLA designed the arc-lighting system and two
Jears later he invented the Tesla motor and designed‘//
a plan f4r the transmission of alternating current.
In subsequent years, TESLA's discoverles and inventigms""
inclided such flelds and applil es a8 wirelese '~ '
communication, elepitripalj obmtion, radfant power and
radio active matter. After 1900, communications i ™
and wireless power trans e‘on occupigd most oft e
hie reaearch wEC”

VeLs W’%“g SE 43 4y -
g;a;néggs(ﬁ:ms s ) (mq) / 0——2""77

J. - New York (65- 12290) ‘ CURU _ 29 1657 ) ‘L
NJM:med XEP' 58
N *) oo — &
/'f’* T ‘ I A 0/)(
. . - / AW
Weg 1957 et
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NY 65-12290 .

) TESLA'S only mllitary 1nvantaon uas«a.;nthod
to wiich he onoe sYuded but:nmewr fully described.* -
This “invention was a means whereby as inhpenetrable
*wall of force" can be erected around the Unifed .
States' borders which would render nclplels any
military attack. TESLA disclosed the existence e
of his plan in 1934 and stated he intended to present

4t to the Geneve conrerence but 'eldon -referred %0 lt
‘aftterward. .

M ekl Yo Y o Area DN L. A

eavil M-i . mlﬁ uru:uue 4LOC1Lmaea :l.n.i.or-aia.on to

the effect that TESLA, on his 8iith birthday, July 10, 1940,
CE

advised New York Times reporter WILLIAM

that he Was ready to divulge to the United States
Government the secret of his "teleforce", with which
he sald airplane motors would be melted at a distance
of 250 miles po that an invieible Chinese wall of
defense would be bullt around the country against any
attempted attack by an enemy airforce no matter how
large. ‘According to TESLA, this "teleforce" was
baaed on an entirely new prinatple of Physies that
"no one has ever dreamed about”™ and was different from
tie: principle embodied in his inventions relating to
the transmissiond electrical power from-a distance,
for which he received a number of basic patents.

TESLA stated that thls new type of force would
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of a

square c:@giggimeter in diameter and eould be
.generated from a speclal plant that mould cost no more

than two million dollars -:and would take only dbout three
monthe to castruct. TESLA stated that a dzen : h -

F ]
s plan for a

plants located at strategic points Aleng the ®ddst, &L

according to TESLA, would.be enough to defamnd the
United States against all possible aerial attacks.
TESLA stated that thls beam would melt any engine

and would also ignite explosives aboard any bomber.
TESLA stated that no possible defense against it could
be devised and he asserted that the beam would be &aill
penetrating.

-
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NY 65-12290

. .TESLA stated to Mr. LAWRENCE that he
“makes .one important stipulation before he would
divulge this secret to $he United Btates Govermment o
and that was that should the United Stass Govérmment L
Plecide to take wp his offer, he mould go to work At . - -
‘once but that the United States Government would have
to trust him. TRSLA stated that he uould surfer g

'no 1nterrerence from e:perts. e R

FRK s, A

In this New York Tines article Mnr. 3:8REHGE

| comnented that wish conditions as they were in 1l

‘and with the United States getting ready to spend

- millions of deollars for National Defense, Mr. TESLA'
great reputation a8 an inventor, who a}ways wag many -
years ahead of his time, should be given eareful ~ '
- gonsideration. Nr. LAWRENCE stted, in his opinion,
the tnited States Government should fake Wr. TESLA
at his word and commission him to go ahead with the

construction of his "teleforce" plant,

The New York file of Mr. TESLA bears no
indication that any additional developments were
carried on in connection with TESA's invention and
whether or not TESLA fully divulged his new plan
to the Unlted States Government }

4

TESLA died at the age of 85 on January 7, 1943.

Mr. provided a two page copy of the ‘%I%Mb)
above mentioned newsletter which Mr. and Mrs. STORM

have been distributing in connection with the alleged

invention by TESLA, which, according to Mr. an

Mrs. STORM, consists of a radlo type machine known as

the Tesla S8t which was invented by Mr. TESLA in 1938

. for 1nterplanetary communication. Mr. and Mrs. STORM -
cJ.a.J.m that TESLA's engmeers ulﬂ not compJ.ete the N

- fesla Set until.after TESLA's d@eath in 1943. Nr. apd

‘Mrs. S8TORM clalm that this Set was placed incopemtion

in 1950 and since that time TESLA engineers' have been
in close touch with space ships. ete. ‘

-3 -
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NY 65-12290

The flewsletter furnished by Mr - .'..ncluded @(J(p)
the rollowing names: -

| T

E R .
- - . p - -

T

EL, Yucca vaneg, ca:l.i.fom;la / ‘7

Y

The files or the New York Orfice contai L )
no pertinent information regarding any of the H 0 §/ '
above mentioned mdividuala. Vs :

- arn ey

i - Two photostatic copies of - this newslatter
are being sent to the Bureau for purposes of :
information while one copy is being submitted to _ T
the lLos Angeles Officeiffor information purposes. '

13
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kr. J. Edgar Hoover NFORMATIONC HTAINED

""""'.""1 |l"Ff\ rhﬁ-"_

Lecr Sir: 7“; oo h/yJQW/M

I an hopeful thet you can help me obtain cértain gnfermetiond = -
cn records anda data, which belongeu to Dr, Nikola Tesla. ~f
He was an Electricul Engineer anc prolific inventor.™ .

He was born in Yugoslavia in 1856 and diec in the
United States, New York City, Junuary 7th, 1843. He wac o
nutur.lized citizen of tnis country.

The only inforaetion I cculd find of nis records was
& report thet the F.B.I. rewoved nls papers for exainetion,
and that the recorus were sealed by the custodiezn of zlien
property.

1l have Lieen doing some taecrstical rese;rch of my
own, waich I Lelleve wey be alonyg the same lines he folleowed
in certuin of nis exneriments. I 2lso btelieve tne develiopmuent
of nis icdews vould bte in tue interest of cur couatry rehuruless
of who developes then.

IT it is at &1l possible f2r me to neve access to
sl least scwe of nis experiuent~l scry, I would certainly
~ppreciats it. I amnot cble, pg reason ~f the vz3t finances,

wilch would te rejuired, te conduct such experiments uyself,
so the cate he mece and col ected would be inv.luctle.

Of ccurse, it is possille that nis records dc not
cntiin materizl pertinent to nis electronics wOoTK, btecause
frem whet I uncerstanc from recéing zbeut him, he kept moet
of his reccrds in his heuc¢ &nd wrote down very little of his
aatea.

It is also nossivle that scue of nis icea§ zre
imipractical, tut I fe®l sure tnat certain of anis ideus will
te of imuense vulue to our ccuntry wlthin the next severazl ,
cecaces cr even pefore, if they zre developed at a rapic rate. ..

1 would appreciate heuring from you on the,subject,
if you have any infeemetion rpertaining te it, whieh ycu coula

maKe available to me. /00 — 29 1_7.‘ y

er Sincer
?&' lellﬁﬂ.\ 1% {

.55"' | -
iiiiii'iﬁ“/ - (57
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OPTIOMNAL FORM NO. 10 . . i Tolse

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT : g:‘—v
Memorandum o /- S
McGuire
TO . MR. '1*Ro'1"rE1;i_{~.l gv“t 7, Date:  12-6-60 . Tomer
W ~ /ﬂf X') Irétle; ;
el Op (06 roai
. \ Ly '.‘\/l]" M’4). Ingram
rrom A, K. Bowlﬁ» s /‘S' /0

-

& iy 4
23 Cly (4:004/;4,/. “

supect:  NIKOLA TESLA (DECEASED) €€ 8y Up Yep
RMATION CONCERNING

by switchboard because he wanted to talk with someone in charge of records

of deceased. {jFsaid he is making a research study for U. S. Air Force
on subject of geophysics. His deadline is ten dqys from now.tMsaid
he just discovered a sentence in a book by John & O'Neill en he
Prodigal Genius -~ The Life of Nikola Tesla, ':’}hﬂk states the FBI took
tody of papers from Tesla's safe after his death in NFW York City in

LNy U

1983, Tesla was a world-famous Yugosiav scientist and inventor in the

electrical field who died January 7, 1943, in New York City. e~

que ediate access to Tesla's scientific works which may shed light

on research study. I told -we would have somebody from o
our Boston Office contact him immediately B ( 't)

Bureau file 100-2237 shows no investigation of Tesla has been con~ (7)
ducted by Bureau., Since erroneous statement concerning FBI's taking

r‘ustgd}r of papers fr from 'T'nn'ln's gafe after hig death @pnar%d in O'Neill's ‘

book published in 1944, Bureau has received numerous inquiries from
scientists desiring to review Tesla's writings. Each inquiry has been
answered by stating FBI did not participate in handling Tesla's effects, but
information has come to our attention that Office of Alien Property of Depart- R
ment of Justice may have examined Tesla's effects. (File indicates that
representatives of Office of Alien Property did actually review Tesla's (?
possessions, including his writings, but file does not show what final dispost=
tion was made of Tesla's possessions.)

A teletype to Boston Division was prepared, but before it was sent
B choned again to furnish me the exact page in O'Neill's book in
which he refers to the FBI. At that time I told &the statement in the
book was untrue -- that the FBI had not examined or taken custody of Tesla's

papers. I suggestedt that he might contact Office of Alien Property.
(Therefore, teletype to Boston was not necessary. CO-R 237~ /J
ACTION

For record. W5 DEC 8 380

. \Y
PEC 131960 Q¥ (ELIT
53( Pog i'ﬂ' L,

v £i1a 10N nnon
Bu file 100-223%7

- Mr, 1Be mont
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-145 February 14, 1961

Federal Bureau of Investigation “ LINED RMATION CAMTAINED
Department of iInformation FORMATIUN U\ )

Washington 23, b, C. %52 1S UNCLACSIFIED
Vear Sir: hrﬂEMBY%A;

I am a college student who is doing a research paper

P . .
on Nikola “Tesla. As I was collecting the material for my

paner, I discovered that at the time of Tesla's dea

L™

th, the

devartment of the F,B.I. confiscated the data and papers

that Tesla had crllected from his research in the field of

|
b

electricity. This confiscation of ﬂrs mated;al was stated
res I ‘Nerl
in the PRODIGAL GENIUS by J. JJ/E'Ne11 published in 1944 at

New York city by washburn Inc.

I

I have developed an interest in the discoveries and

s

accomnlishments of Tesla that is presently limited by the

shortage of factual material, If in your files, you have
f

. . .
ormation concerning Niknla Te

any an ng that vou are

’UU

a or
q 2 LG f=p &

mitted to release, I will sincerly appreciate your co-

operation in helping me give the proper reco§n1t1on to this
men LE n =rr

o . £C- 39 /"V"d-l:ﬁ/‘q% s
great scientist and American. elow I have listed

61
facts that may be helpful to you; s FEB28 19
o _ | EX,-/C & —
1. Born in 1856 at 3miljan, Crotia, now Yugoslavia <
2. Came to America in 1884 and was employed for a
short time with the Edison Co. at Orange, N.]J.
2. bied on Januvary 7, 1942 at New York city

o N

Tharking you for your time and co-operation that I have,ﬁb

taken, I remain, '
.4I'ii o o - .
e :

Sincerly Yours, I

©

g
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" Your lettar of February 14, 1961, Nas: heen -
receivad, aadthemorulmchpmndymbnmu

A .. e -
"" e¥a '.--",a W -"." -"-."

In response to your 1nquiry, I wish to advise
that our files reflect that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla
. re impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien
Property of the mud.r-mﬁutnﬁ- L
Since we did not participate in the handiiag of Dr. Tedla's
sifects, we are umable to supply the lﬁm:tion you dulre

B ‘Siacarely yours, -(2)) o
FEB23IG | L el @
. COMMEFBS L ey e (40; _
7 I;";‘ - ¢mtﬂr

| NOTE "No record could be located. in Bufiles '1den£'lﬁa.bl:e with K hz’
~ correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 peflects that Dr.  Tesla was a * '3:,9‘
world-famous elegtrical inventor, and at tire tithe of hig death, a L,. L
of his personal papers and sffects “gm bﬂ.iewd fangerous o
_gountfy's sscurity U they fell into/suthorized huads. “Phe L
¥'"Prodigal Genius," by Joka.X YOIMail, alleges that thgSPEI took -
over acertain’ siire and opemed it, appropriating his roper % AR oY
Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property«f
the Department who did so, and the above reply is forwa;;gle in

answer to related inquiries.
174

-w?

MAIL noou T;LETYPE UNIT [j
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November 21, 1962

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington 25, D.C.

Gentlemen:
I am making a study, motivated out of personal euriosity, into the

life and works of Nikola Tesla. Mr. Tesla died on January 7, 1943 in the

[ —

Hotel New Yorker. Siqpe P.B.1. Operatives opened his safe and took his
vapers for examination, I wonder if these papers are available for perusal?
If tkey are aveilable, where would they be located, snrd are coples avallsble
to the public?
I ama citizen of the Unite® States, 2nd have been cleared for security---

tne 1atest oze vesze tor vor oo (Y

Tharnk you very much for any information or help you may be able to

give me in this matter.! a)

Regpectfully yours, (7)

(0)0, Ny
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Tols
Belmont
Mohr
Casper
Calichan
" Conrad
DeLoach
Evans

Gandy

MU o D'J“'A,’ V.
MAIL ROOM D reLeTYPE UniT L]

. d‘l. Hdts t’r}”{m

*"@V SR L _‘Novemhgr l’l. 1962
N s ’ :;'_. .. '.,. H . ‘f ‘p- - »‘
SR "7 CERENS] “ﬁ}a YN '*12
e DATEZ..-;/ oA @z
-nm'— ¥ D mE
" Your letter dNovembor ll.lt has bnnmdved. §
humbmw‘Imm‘“mt

out Ihattho eftects of Dr. Nikola Tesla pere impounded, after
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of
Justice and not by the FBI. Since this Bureau did not participate
in the handling of Dr. Tesla's effects, 1 am unable to mpply the
lntormﬁon yw dulu.

Sincerely Mn,
J. Eclg?r Heover

- John lklr- Hoover :
Director

L NOTE 'Buﬁles contain no record idenﬂnable with correspondent. . :
" Bufile 100-2237 shows that Dr. Tesla was one of the world's ,

* outstanding scientists in the electrical field, and at the time of

Aig death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed -
.dangerous to the country’s security if they lell into unauthorized
“hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil alleges
that the FBI took over a certain safe and Opened it, appropriating
Dr. Tesla's property. Bufiles clearly indicaje %‘lt was the Office
of Alien Property of the Department which Gid 80, a.nd the above reply
has £orw;,rded in answer to related inqmries Dr. Tesla was
born Yugosia md died in New York City 1-7-43..




AC S0l ¢ 5EY,

ETZ( \-'-{':/i; e

7 T / Tl— -«c7
/’J/""“A‘L-’}f.

» 7

- &£ 5,

Dj-’n T j‘£ 1/\;—/

Rl 4

: oL ,»-?’1‘1-- -1 ‘2( -A E Dhl“
M’: ﬂ:—-a-;_.:rt F ? —,'_.-/‘____'/ b A S =
A ; .
/7"‘-'4r«é(_ ;-*-’z—é._/ —/Z‘//\ Av-;%-.ff PR

L : . ]

R R T T AL PRV N e XE
»44'2;(‘ ///‘j‘ /H Al _‘j v f.,g
At LY L At

-

e G ) e

J.ru‘ég-.[ /5 -0 »‘.,/./. LroC e .. (c L(:‘-'- J / 43-»»— ’Z/ -




TRUE COPY

7,

1

10 March 1964.

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D, C,

Dear Sirs,

For some time, have beeg wondering about the matter
of what was reported on the late Nikola Tesla, the inventor., He died
during early January 1943, while in residence at the Hotel New Yorker,
New York City. Accounts have it that his belengings (papers, etc.) were
studied. Would appreciate learning if anything can be learned about this.

Am hoping to be on leave, and in Washington, along the third
week of April, This is mentioned, in case it is possible to view anything
relating to the question,

Sincerely,

? 4

Nt

. \,'-‘3‘)
J

-

y-

/100 - A+:35 7«’4

“‘.
. e P SR

1o MAR 181964

@
©
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. é/ lop - 2227~ “"l . Mared1s, 1904

|ON CONT AINED

S \an b\AchL SS\F D .
r] 3-f0 B |

|

Ymrhmrcfuar&lwnhshl-neem&

Ia response to your inquiry, I would Mke % poiat eut
that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death,
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not
the FBL. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
effects, I am unable to supply the information you desire.

&g
Sincerely yours, -77; S
s B
& Edgar Roowr ~s
MAILED 19 ) [ &
_ John Edgar Hoover N T
MAR 18 1964 Director § 4=
EQMM-F3) V

jNOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent.
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous eélectrical inventor
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believe
~ dangerous to the country's securlty if they fell into unauthorized hands. The
book, " Prodigal Genjus," by John J. OfNeil, alleges that the FBI took aver a
-certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate
that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department whehdid so, and the
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. ﬂ)

)
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Sir,
Tes/o
According to "Prodical Genius, Nikola Festa"
by J. J. O'Neil (a book) some papers were taken from the
safe of Mr. Festa about 1945 yr. Is this true. If so are the

papers declasified yet? I so may I obtain a copy?
d (i fal)
IR/

{: -
o Ty o Prplical e iva, 31.d ol
FlaTly fof Opieil (w Looh) soma /

ﬁf,r- 7 o/ F S

7 -"MM/?A‘)‘;V Aﬁum. Er-fc‘v

e q. ?
#MM%WWM “ﬁf_‘fﬂéz’_é

, i
1 [NFORMATION g&NT &mm
VEREN IS UNCLAS 25 ; b

DATE.Z-3-8¢8

s JUN 231954

% b



June 13, 1964

nr 18

e T 0 3327 5 CONTAINED

ONLUTL
o \,\'i‘;FO‘é“‘&PSc\,\_P\SS\F tD

et \

i (
oﬁP
: Your card of June 16th has been received.

T E L

Woou DHIEY3Y
hy, N4 0€ € uw

164

In response tg.your inquiry, I would like to point out

: that the effects of Dr. Nikola“Tesla were impounded, after his death,

. by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not

| by the FBI. S8ince we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire.

Bincerely yours,

B Edgar Hoover

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent.
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical invent:
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized han
The book, ''Prodigal Genius,” by John J. O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took ov
a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did s
and the above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries.

3)
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QREGON STATL JNIVERSITY " CORVALLIS, OREGON 97331

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE Reply to: DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SCIENCE

March 28, 1967

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATICN ]
Department of Information !‘ |?!FOR“1AT|OH CONTA'NED
9th Street & Pennsylvania Aven, N.W. il Y o

Washington 25, D, C. 20535 ZIN IS UNCLA™F

Dear Sirs:

I am a student of the history of science at Oregon State University, and
I am attempting to write a research pﬁger On a very eccentric scientist
who died in 1943. His name was Nikola“Tesla, a naturalized American of
Serbian extraction, and he died in Ris Rotel room in New York City on
January 8, 1943,

During the years leading up to World War II, Nikola Tesla supposedly
invented a "Death Ray" which could destroy several hundred aircraft. Mr.
Tesla was a very prolific and creative genius during his early years but
gradually became something of a crackpot in his old age. As a student of
the history of science, it is important to determine whether or not Tesla
had any valid ideas in the plans for his death ray. Tesla invented the
fluorescent light and also was one of the first scientists to discover
X-Rays--hence there may be some possibility that his death ray might
actually have been some crude type of laser.

In Tesla's biography, "Prodigal Genius", by John J. 0'Neill, the author
states on page 277:

%

"Operatives from the F.B.I. came to Tesla's hotel A:*
room shortly after his death and opened the safe

in his room. They took the papers that it con-

tained in order to examine them for a reported

secret invention of possible use in the war..."

1 am trying to locate Tesla's secret and unpublished writings concerning
his death ray. I have searched the literature quite thoroughly and®have
found nothing. Does the F.B.I. still have these papers or can you tell

where I might be able to obtain these writings for examination? Any
assistance or information that you may lend me will be very much appre-

ciated. /&ﬁjgc?.,j?' /; I
“gh Sincerely yours,
REC 4 1087

¢ —
%,
o, v

m@sw?d@?ﬁ%%




April 8, 1967

Sl
4

O

¥

K.

rn

CONTAINED
1L mmwmo i
UEREIR 1S UNCLAS \?F D

@ DAE Z-3-42 B

(Y N
Your letter of March 28th has been recetved.

In response to your inquiry, the effectis of
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office

ofAnenPrOpertydtheDepartmentortJusuceandnotbythe
FBL Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
effects, Tam umable to furnish the information you desire.

¥

Sincerely yours,
. Edgar HoOvE

Johnmnmr | l/ -
iy

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with
correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a
world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his death,
all of his personal pan;}ers and effects were believed da.ngerous to
the country's security ¥ thay ‘Ien into unauthorized nands, .The

book, "Prodigal Genits,? hy John J. O'Neil, alJelfes that the FBI
took over a ce%l.n safe and opened it, approprifiting his praperty.
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Dear Mr. Hoover, i\'r_\'r'r 9 A 'vaau&é’&é

VRiL_/AT A n0

In the year 1943 the F, B.1. confiscated all of the papers
and maybe some of the machines of physicist, Nikola"Tesla. These
papers were his experiments and ideas at the time of his death. Accord-
ing to the books I've read, these papers were confiscated on the grounds
of the enemy getting ahold of his ideas and apply them to war machines,

},& "»{"Y"

I have studied all of the material on this man and have
found him to be more intelligent than the great "Brain" of his time,
Thomas Edison.

Why without Nikola Tesla there would be Westinghouse ,
Company as we know today. This is the man who harnessed Niagara ¥
Falls, and was the one and only man who could see the possibilities of
Alternating Current when men like Edison said "it would never work. "

What I am wondering is, maybe these papers could be

ou
reclassified from whatever "Top Secret" classiflcatlon they now have
and be made available for study by the people who understand and can
gam knowledge from them.

I would be willing to pay for reproductions of his experiments
if nothing else. He still has a great many ideas that have never been tried.

It disturbs me to think that everyone has forgotten about
the ideas of this man when he was so advanced for his time,

I can say with assurance that no man alive can say that he
knows all of Tesla's ideas. And studying other men's ideas is the way
to advance in science faster. L0 00;}013 /-
I hope something can be done to get these pap,ex;sﬁ;e},ea.seg.

R

g Thank You, oo~ 2 g
| é /s/
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March 8, 1969
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Your letter of February 25th has been received.

In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Prop-
erty of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. 8ince we did
not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongi.ngs I am unable

to furnish the information you desire. @:pepyf of your eommumnication
has been referred to the Department of Justice.
Sincerely yours,
MAILED 10 J. Edgar Hoover
MAR 4 - 1369
COMM-FBI q," ia

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and

at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthor -
ized hands. The book, '""Prodigal Genius, " by John J. O'Neil, alleges
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his
property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prop-
erty of the Department which did so, and the above reply is forwarded
in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to Assistant

Attorpey General, Civil Divisi the Department.
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April 8, 1970

Federal Bureay of Investigaticon
Director of Central Records
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir: Ahkbkk

I am doing a research oF:

pa
appreciate it 1f you cou
fellowing information.

per on Nickela Tesla and would
1d please provide me with the

That information being why did your Bureauy impound his
perscnal effects immedlately after his death on
January 7, 1943, Secondly. could you provide a list

of those effects, and lastly, when wers they released
and to whom were they given.

Thanking you for the information -

74~ A2 37 //g

£ APR 15 B
14/, gﬂ“ﬁia
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In reply to your inquiry of April 8th, the effects
of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by
the FBI. 8ince we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you desire.
A copy of your communication has been referred to the Depart-
ment of Justice for any help it may be able to offer.
Sincerely yours,
t Edgar Hoover
MAILED 9 John Edgar Hoover
APR 141970 Director
d } COMM.-FaI
NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent
Tojson - Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Besla was a world-famous electrical
Walies inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and
Bishop effects were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, " by John J.

O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,

Collahan
Conrad .
Felt
appropriatmg his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the
e of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above
is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred

Gale
Rosen
Sova
Tilﬁeﬁﬁpﬁa stant Attorn pey General, Civil Division of th artment.
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- ‘ & 95
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Your letter was received on July 13th and the interest

which prompted you to write to me is appreciated. With respect to

your inquiry, the effects of Dr, Nikola Tesla were impownded, after

his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice
\ an;tggrﬁmdnapuucipa:emthemmmgotm. Tesla's belong-
) and

lng_s;. CIn addition, this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of

the Federal Government and matters such as you mentioned do not

=

eome within the scope of this Bureau's uthorlty

Sincerely yours,
1. Edgar Hoover
JUL1S 1370 , John Edgar Hoover %
o . Director (
mTE. o no record of correspondent, Bufile 100-2237

Tolson
Celoach
Walters
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callakon
Taniad

reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and,

at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were

believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized

hands. Bufiles indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Department
- appropriated his property and replies similar to the above have been used (

“ y s
-

5.0/ r related inquiries.
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July 8 1970.

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation, -
Washington D. C. ¢/

Dear Sir, JUF L ﬁe;/u

I am writing this to you as I believe that most of the government is infil-
trated with foreign agents, a.d there is a very good chance this could be of extreme
importance for the defenee of our nation.

I met a man a number of years ago that was raised on Leng Island in the
neighborhood where Mr, Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. He told ae
of Mr, Tesla's notes blowing down the street when the junk men were dismantling his
eguipment, It would be a wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and
could be found,

Mr. Tesla was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr, Marconi, who received the credit, and
pioneered many fields., He was so far advanced that he had to invent a special math
to keep up with his work.

He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the werld and
became very angry at their inability to understand him, and due to this was violently
disliked and didrot receive aclmawledgament for his discoverles. One of the notes /

read by this man told of ihe radic transmission of e;eczrlcluy eing brought to a
high degree of effiency.

Now here is the thing that should be investigated throughly. During my
High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 192627, I made a
currant events report on an article appearing in a small publication of that nime
that was received weekly at the Troy Highschoeol, Troy Montana. It stated in tais
article that Mr, Tesla had made an offer to the Congress of the United States that
if they would install radio tranamission towers at every 150 miles around the border
of this country, that he would install equipment that would broadcast a vertical
plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no material object could pass
as it would shatter or lose itt!s monecular coohesion., It was refused.

There is a good chance that this data is in the files of congress. What
a defence, and boy do we need it. EX-11¢ REC_3 /00 "Ja.s 7 !
0l mag-

I have had some results along this line with structured vortice
netic fields, but do nct have the lechnic,l equipment or Jjpowledge to carry out
further experiments., The theory is quite simple and deals with partfeT==accelerat~
ion, and it works to the best of my knowledge.

VO e e
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8 DECEMBER 1871

WASHINGTON, D.C.
Dear Sir:

I have recently begun a collection and reading file of all
matters pertaining to llikolp'reala. In so doing I was amazed to find
that upon his death; Jamuary 7, 1943, in NYC, your bureau confined
his paperse. May I ask if you still "have them in Jail®. I am extremely
interested in his work(s) and am trying to establish my own "Tesla"
library. Your assistance would be greatly appreciated,

Very truly yours,




December 14, 1971

_ =50 | INFORMATION CONTAINED
| 20- 2237 15 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

429, DATEZ-3-€0 B
—— X7
:eo

Your letter of December 6th has been received.

In response to your inguiry, the effects of
Dr. Rikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and
not by the FBI. We dic¢ not participate in the handling
of Dr. Tesla's belongings in any way. Coples of your

garmunication and my reply have been referred to the
-Department of Justice.

Sincerely yours,

J, Edgar Hoover

”9 John Edgar Hoover
P Director

4

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent, Dr. Tesla
was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his
effects believed dangerous to country's security. "Prodigal
Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges FBI took safe and appro=-
priated his property. Above reply previously given to same
inquiries, (100-2237) Materijal sent to the Assistant
ttorney, Civil Division, of the Department,

(4)
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Federal Bureau Of Investigation
Ninth Stre=t and Pennsylvania
Northeast washington D. C, 20535

Dear Sirs,

O
Upon rea ding a bicgraphy on Nikola Tesla, I found the urze to
read more uvn hiw and his works, At the end of the wovk 1t was
stated that the F.B.I. went to his hotel room gatherdd up his
papers and locked them in a vault. The thing I would like to
know is the real reason they were locked up and 1if 1t would be
possible to see some of these records and any other works of
his,

I can think of only one possible reason at to cause of his
records belngz locked up ani that is becauss he was too far
advarnced for his time, This s ems to be the only logical
solution, but, with technolo:y much more advanced now than in
his time it would seem likely that scientists take over where
he left off.

Please let me know If T can look at the records and if you can
please answer my question of the real reason his records were
locked up,

Thank You,

oL SIFLD n b5 J %)
VE. W \SU,\ ? B\,{”"@ﬁ/ / g ‘/?;)
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October 31, 1972

:
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Your letter was received on October 26th.

Ny

In response to your inguiry, the effects of Dr. Rikola
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the PRI. Since
we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings,
I am unable to furnish the information you desire. I am forward-
ing a copy of your communication and of thie reply to the
Department of Justice,

Sincerely yours,
L, Patrick Gray III -

. L. Patrick Gray, III
MAKEDR l Acting Director

o ;_.._..-‘ ' | @

1
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bufile 100-2237
reflects that Or. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and
at the tife Of hik death, all of his personal papers and effects were
believed dangerouys to the country's security if they fell into
unauthdifiged hands. “The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil,

Felt
Baker
Rates
Bishop

Civemi — alleges thatDthe FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,

Canrad appropriating hlépgf perty. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was
sk~ the Office of Alien ‘Property of the Department which did so, and the
bl above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of

Ponder

letter referred to Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division of
o the Department.
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April 11, 1973
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Your letter was received on April th.

In response to your faquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikols
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Property
ottheDepartmentofJnsucemdnotbyﬂwFBL Since we did not
participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to
furaish the iaformation you desire, Aeopydyoureommmmﬁonnd

of this reply have been referred to the Department of Justice.

Shcerely yonrl,
sy 171

L. Patrick Gray, M
Acting Director

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent, (Bufile 100-2237 reflects
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his
death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the
country’s security i they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal
Genius, "' by John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and
opened it, appropriating hls property. Buflles clearly indicate that it was the

—a w—

Mr. Mintz
Mrs, Neenan ____  MAIL ROOM

e Pl Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above reply
w cew 18 forwarded in answer to related inquiries. /Copy of letter Tefexred to the
W come— . ABsistant Attorney General, Civil Division gf the Depaitmeént.
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Tesla Museum (not to be confused with the Tesla Institute). %

L)

W o2 oo m T o o o . -~ Lo 4 ox e
“ederax pureau 01 invesiligauvion . ot ,-\n_u‘-r? NED
Department of Justice : r‘r?f fﬁT\gl-ﬂﬁ;;“d
Washington, D. C. ‘ r'fﬁ'lS\ﬁ:CLASSH‘LD
. Lalbie ;
- —

Gentlemen: DAlE

I would 1like to know:;r any microfilw or other
rerroductions of MNikola Tesla's notes and papers exist at
vour office. Tesgla wag g famous gclentiast who died in

liew York City. The Federal Bureau of Investigation entered
his safe shortlv after this to remove his papers for
examination for the war effort. After the war the papers
were offered to any group that would start a museum to
house them. No one accepted and the papers were finally
gent to the Tesla Miaseum in Belgrade, Yugoslavig, sometime
in the esrly 1950's, possibly jsst before 1954, Tesla was
the inventor of all a¢ motors and the polyphase syster, as
well as all flourescent ard neon lacps. He was a ma jor
sloneer in the earlv days of radio and discovered many

of the early principles of radar. He declined nomination
of a Nobel Prize. He was a naturali,ed citizen of America
and sald he valued his citizenship papers above all his
awards and possessions. Despite this, all his papers were
sent to another natlon.

I would like to exarine scme of his papers from 1899 and
later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only
Been a condesnged copy of his research from Colorado
Springs, but am unable to obtain coples. The principles
and egulpment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still
useful in my research.

I would greatly appreciate help in this matter.

.

P.S. Tesla died in January of 1943 and shortly after dwks —
the papers were removed from his safe. The original

coples of these papers were gent abroad prior to 1954, as

I belleve 1t was in that year the Yugoslavs founded the

%,

101
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Your letter was received on June 25th.

In response to your lnquiry, the effects of
Dr. Nikocla Tesla were impounded, after his death, Ly the
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and
not by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the
hanéling of Dr. Tesla's belonginos, I am unable to furnish
the information you desire. B copy of your communication

ar.d of this reply have been referred to the Department
of Justice.

Sincerely yours,
William D. Ruckelshaus

William D. Ruckelshaus
Acting Director

OTE:/ Bufiles indicate one letter to correspondent dated 7
-15-66 in reply to his inquiry regarding the Air Force's dﬁb
roject Blue Book and UFCsdghtings.gBufile 100-2237 reflects

hat Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and T
at the time of his death, all of his rersonal papers and effects 4
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell

- into unauthorized hands, The book, "Prodigal Genius," by
. Baker .

John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe (?D
Guuw — and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly —
.comd ___ indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the ‘

(e — Department that did so, and the above reply is forwarded in

vwaatl __ ANSWer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to the
e~ _Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division of the Department.)
“hompson ___ (4) !
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This is to acknowledge receipt of your Preedom of
Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request forwarded to the FBI
by the Department of Justice on October Z2n8..»

In response to your request for files pertaining
to Nikola Tesla, please be advised that in order to preserve
the privacy of an individual who may be the subject of a
similar inquiry, it has been necessary for the PBI to maintain
Qe the practice of not indicating whether we do or do not have
: such information in our files.

If you can provide motarized authorizaticon-—from
Mr. Tesla's next of kin directing us to release to you any
‘ information our files may contain concerning him, we shall
thereafter search our files and advise you accordingly.

'OV 101975
" B

. MALLEDS

&
t

s { Since we have not conducted a search of our files,
Q}‘ please do not infer that we 4o or do not have the information

vou racmastard

d T R e e ——

sincerely yours,

| .
C. M. Kelley Fr

Aswor. Dir. Clarence M. Xelley -

Cap. AD Adm. _

e Director @
Asst. Dir.: .

Admin. 1l - The Danutv Attnrnay Canaral -« Encloasuras -

c.-’ s,“' . - L1 A Lol o | A Yo Vel ¥ I‘“: N b b A WA A Al B e B e

Ext. Affains Attention: Susan M. Hauser : _

Files & Com, _ ! {

Gen. inv. oo, +

Ident.

Inspuction

Inrall. -

Loboratory

Plan. & Eval. _

Spac. Inv.
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Lagal Coun,
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April 20, 197

Mr. Clarence Kelly
Director

F.B.I.

Washington, DC

Dear Mr. Kelly:

Mr. Allen and Mr. Ruchlehaus, former acting Director
FBI, contacted me in 1973 regarding ghe unavailability

of the

of

American microfilm records of Nikola Tesla's unpublished diary
(now in the Belgrade museum, arranged by month per folder).

At the time I discounted the possibility that these unpublished
discoveries had military significance. But because of experiments

now under way at Hill AFB, I now suspect such military

applications exist and feel it imperative that you be notified,

particularly in view of the fact that the Soviets have
access to the entire collection,

Two photos of each page exist,

primary

After Tesla's death, scientists from the Navy and 0SS performed

a cursory examination of the diary and notes, which if
memory serves me correctly, was one month long, hardly

my
enough

time to decipher Tesla's torturous handwriting. Though Tesla
wrote in English, his penmanship was small, blurred, and as

difficult to translate as a foreign language.

According to the museum director (1971), the Soviets had made
copies of some portions, but not the Colorado Springs diary,
which numbers 500 pages, 20 that directly pertain to ball
lightning, and 20 or so relevant to the equipment comnstruction.

REC-52

{We copied the most significant portions, but feel more exists

agazine, EDN (an electrica
engineering magazine), but only with the very recent receipt

of an unpublished manuscript from John J. 0'Neill's book
{PRODIGAL GENIUS) did I place credence on Tesla's later claim 1
LLFE]

to mil;fary applications. Incidentally, some of 0'Neill's
descgihtions were lnaccurate and exagerated, as we have exceeded
L)

TESIQ/:;;ESulcs and are familiar with the experiments.
rate, gHere prw three possible military applicationms,

Lo ' Y
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First, Tesla claimed that the lightning balls (which destroyed a—
his equipment) could be used to destroy aireraft. I have r
talked to AF personnel --such as

who saw one inside his plane in flight--and
found AF personmel fear these ‘'rf balls," as they call them.

Second, it is a suspicion of mine that ball lightning, 1if
injected with lithjum, could produce a cheap fusion bomb.

Third--and this may be no more than a suspicion--the propulsion
mode of ball lightning involves electro-gravitic interactionm,

by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may
be constructed. There are no presently-known laws of physics
that can account for the propulsion (400 mph or so when following
an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may

exist.

None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla,
which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and -)
studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion

reactors. Incidentally, Tesla's claim to setting up standing

waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous

and involved techniques similar to Project Sanguine, that

is, using the earth's atmosphere as a waveguide

is
aware of opur research).
Cordiall“ ]

P.5. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures,
I am notifying the C.I.A.

Enclosures: 2

(0%
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Fusion energy: will experiments
[ ] IE [} L] L ] k ?
In ball lightning provide the ey? ,
Paul Snigier, Associale Editor cheap and endless energy  Highest voltage continuously oscillating
source—fusion power, or the damped-wave lightning generator (ever
ta il rast d v hano e d by the st produced by mankind) creates a
N the vast and empty hangar  energy source used by the stars o1 of 1100A at 12 MV! Subsequent
where the first atomic bomb was  and sun. The fuel is deuterium, improvements raised this to a peak
assembled, a man-made light- or heavy water, that can be current of 22008 at 20 MV. Fyriher
, . . . ivel od f !mprovements couwld conceivably pro-
ning storm is now be:r)g un-  inexpensively extracted FOM  Gice bolts that exceed natural hghtning
leashed. The voltages of these ocean water to provide mankind  (ine sy
lightning  bolts—20 million o T T e "EW*{‘V‘}”{M’““%"M -
volts—are the highest discharge 3. e
voltages ever produced by man. , “ DA
Project Tesla, headed by R
Robert K, Golka and Dr. Robert s RS- T - “
\-‘V.' .B‘ass, is an attempt to T g ﬁ-b Ui % - ‘
arlnhc:ally duplulcate one .of PRy, 4 R R P
rature’s rarest and ost terrify- SR LR ' R ;- - P
ing phenomena—ball lightning. L A 2 B> B { 4 " ;
The experiments are based upen T, — o, PN e v ! b
the unpublished notes of Nikola :_,_ ; ! i - ,.: v, ..i, . -
Tesla, who, in 1899 at his } ) | HE I ,'; b :
Colorado Springs laboratory, # P i , R T 't' ™ i v .
{ ' n Er ‘m b gl Lo !
used a secret tmagml,wng !'m:_c- Ry . ‘?-‘;.‘,_ Tl J_‘ ;' g ; 5-.“ "r; ;_:g‘"‘:; . --:;-. p 9
mitter to produce 1.5-in. iphte  =a % Ch e S - -
A . . , g o, . . ——
ning balls that floated for 30 sec. ' e e
The encrgy surplus
Many physicists, including the
eminent Dr. James Tuck, iound- . L . Cay o .
er of the U.S. fusion program, S _ _ Vs :
believe that the ightning balt o o
holds the key to a fantastic, . ’ .
* MO =R I
s unk
"'1.?.\.'1.'\.1‘-*‘")“ 17 , ?
""""’"—P‘—"-:H-v_--r-‘—"v— il L s
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-fusion

with millions of years o . 4.
* Unfortunately, prog. -ss in
rescarch, which has
centcred on magnetic confine-
ment and laser implosions, has
been frustratingly slow and full
of wunpleasant surprises;  and
scientists warn thal success
could be as far off as four
decades! But if these promising
expermments undoer way 2 Wen-
dover, UT, are successfui,  ..ew

-nexpected confinement
technique could unleash this
energy source.

In scarch of nature’s secrets,..

Ball lightning, a glowing
sphere of red, orange or vellow
plasma, often materializes dur-
ing lightning storms and floats
about, often against a strang
wind. The ball may bounce
along the floor and, on occa-
sion, the sphere will “slip”
through glass without breaking
it. {The author recently investi-
gated one such case in a
hospital, in which the lights
were damaged.) At times it
materializes inside or even
outside aircraft in flight, seem-
ingly impervious to deformation
from the wind force.

B Y R

Witnesses of  ball lighink

have included such notables as”

Niels Bohr and Victor Weiss-
kopf, the Director of the MIT
Physics Department. Another
witness was Secretary of State
Dean Acheson, who reported
sceing it cross the breakfast
table aboard the presidential
plane,

The accidental formation of
ball lightning has been observed
about once per year for the past
decade inside buitding 985 at Hill
AF Missile Radiographic Facility,
UT. The volicyhall-size fireballs
drop gut of the space adjacent to
the high voltage supply of the 25
Mev linear accoelerator.

The ball of blve fire floats

down to the floor, rolls around

randomly and then rises again to
the power-supply area where it
dissipates without delectable
damage. Despite troubleshoot-
ing. no explanation can be
feund for this occurrence.

On one occasion, lightning
struck the building—a large
concrete structure with a 60-11.
ceiling instde—and, simuitane-
ously, an intensc sphere of fire
the size of a tennis balt formed
above the conduit on the wall at

vt ly shoulder level. 1t move!

along the wall for a distance 1
some 30 ft., floated out ani
around the neck and shouldor.
of a person standing near the
wall, moved back to the wall and
continucd along for several fer
until it intercepted a duple.
outlet on the conduit. At this th--
ball exploded, causing elec-
trical damage throughout,

A new state of matter?

No presently known laws of
physics can account for the
stability and bouncing of fire-
balls unless it inTludes surface
tension. This hitherto unob-
served slate of matter is a new
concept, since plasmas have
never previously exhibited such
strong surface tension. Also,
presently known laws cannot
account for the propulsion.

Project Tesla has developed a
rigorous mathematical model of
the lightning ball's absolute,
asymptotic, fluid-dynamical sta-
bility. Initial computer studies
indicated a density range of
10M.10' ¢m™?, with a tempera-

e 0 O10%-10" K—or
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TEC A TRIES TO PREVERT WORLD = R II. o TV N - .
- o To‘-u:{.. ,Ne.fft hook , haor :‘ “:_’,"‘ VC‘
. When Teskh was tallfing as a sciontist He® Vas opposedyt fom e run‘”

wars on moral, economic and all practical and theorctical grounds.:.dum.
But, like most scientists, when he stopped thinking as & sclontist, - eie
end let his emotions rule hias thoughts, he found exceptionas in -
which he felt some wars end situations were justiriable. As a = c'eimg,lond
scientist he was unwillling to have tho discoveries of scientists ' 'iald
applied to the pruposes of war makers, but vhen the emotional phase evv
of his nature took the ruling position he was then willirng to apply:-rere
hils genilusto devislng measures that would prevent wars by supplying-e.f

protective devicese. _ tho-o war be
Commin vy =L
This attitude is exemplified in the following statement ~°~7°7 7% ~=°
which he propared in the twenties but did not publish: afler ol

YAt present meny of the ablest minds are trying to devise
expedlients for prevenfinc a repetition of the ewlful conflict which is
only thooretically ended amd the duration anrd main issues of which I
correctly predicted in en article printed in the Sun of December 20,
1914, The League 1s not a remedy but, on the contrary, in the opinion
of & number of competent men, may bring about results Just the oppo-
site. It 1s particulerly regrettablc that s punitive policy was

-  n mwvia hoeie
adopted in framing the terms of peace becsuse z few years hence it

will be possible for nations to fight without armies, ships or guns,

by weupons far more terrible, to the destructive actjion and range of
which there 18 virtualls no limit. Any ¢ity at any distance whatso-
ever from the onemy can be destroyed by ki ond no power on earth can
stop him from doing so. If we want t¢ aver: on szenﬂing calonity and

& state of things which may transorm this glooe *nto en inferno, %e¢
phould push the Lev010pment 0" flvivg machines and wireless transwission
of enerpgy without an instant's delay and with all the power and re-

4 - n
Lources ©C1L b.u.e na..lcn.

Tesla saw'preventative possibllities in his new invention .
vhich embodied “"death ray" characteristics and which was made several
years after the foregoing statement was written. He saw it-providing
g curtain of protection which any country, no matter how small, could
use as a profectlion ggainst invasion. Wwhile he wight offer it as a
defensive ‘weapon, however, there would be nothing to stop military
mon from using it es a weapon of offensee.

While T did not know the nature of Tesla's plan I was con-
vincoed that 1t did embody many discoveries that would be of é&ommer-
c¢ilal value, and these were the angles he should seek to develop. I
folt thet if he could be induced to develop some minor phase of his
work that would have immediate commercial use he could derive an in-
coxe from it which would enable him .to. proceed with his more slaocrate
pPlans. To this end I sought to galn some insight into his thoughts,
that would ensble me to get s praciical plan in operation. Thiz was

no secret :to 4es¢a anq he successluxiy parried every thrust I made

The clcarest conceptlon I got, and that was largely from
scattered remarks, ana vy moaking deductions froua them, concerned a
possible manner in which one phase of his curtain of protectiou
might operate. This was a "wer™ angle and as auch/{ 71d not interecat

JOO 2237 = ) "
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mo, but since 4t irvrved "1ightning balls,™ or "Iirc balls,”" T was
very curious. Fi3 11s had always fasclna . 0, and I had read
everything 1 could Zluy my hands on about thcme

A five ball is a strango phenomenon associated with light-
ning. ©omo of the energy of the lightning stroke appears to become
locked into a bell shaped structurc which may be of any size Irom a
couple of inches to a foot in dismeter. It looks like a perfect
srhore, Drlgntly incendescent and floets like a bubble, being easily
carried by air currecnts. They may last for a short time, from a
fraction of a sccona to many sccontsd. 1n this interval, during
which thoy stuy fairly close to the ground, tpey may como cloze Lo
many objects without damaging them or being dameged by them. Sud-
denly, for no knoin reason, the ball explodes doing as much demage
as a boml, if close to structures, and no damage if in the open,

The firc ball 1ooked to me like a gigantically enlarged
model of the tiny electron, one of the building blocks of matter,
which acts as if it were just a epherical erea of space in vhich en
smount of encrgy was crystallized to give it structure. I felt that
if 4t were possible to discover how -atlarge amount.of eunergy wes =
stored in this fairy bubble structure of a fire ball a new insight
might be geoined into the structure of the electron and other funda-
mental particles of matter. #£1s0 this method of storing energy

-could be applied to a thousznd u,cful purposes.

en 1 approached leslﬂ vwith p;eas a;ong this line to de- ‘
ve]op this vossible phase of his discovery he would evade direct ro-
ply by indulging -in a, not slways, tolerant lccture on my gullabilidly
in bclicvinr theorics shout the eomplex structure of the z2tom. Thilce
he had in earlier veers discussed somz of his experir-aces with firc
balls in his laboratory at Colorado Springs and explzincd uis theoory
of their formation, he would not in the larer years permit h1¢sell

to be drawn into a discussion of them as a possible part of his sys-
toum. Thls, of course, made me suspicious that the tlue was "hot” but
1 could bo completcly wrong in my conclusionse Tecla was very quick
In dctecting my techn1qu0 when I sought to parrow down a field by
"trying to get him to deny statements when' he was acamant to direct
questionse .

Tesla became familiar'with the destructive characieristics
of fire balls in his experirments at Colorado Springs in 18%23. Feo
produced them qulite by accident ard saw them, more than once, explode
end shatter his tsll mast and also destroy apparatus wi tain his

ITohmnrntoro Mhe AoatmiintIiva actd P U T | + Yo P P N T e
_—ALWL LAy . =3C 4ESLTUCTLIVYEC aciTion uupuuy‘au.)f.:.u.b [ Y Wi UJ.JA.ubLt.LuL-LV&I

of a fire ball, he declared, takes place with 1nconceivabel violence.

‘He studied the process by which they wers produced, not
because he wanted to producé them dbut in croeer to eliminate the con-
ditions in which they were crecsted. It is not pleasant, he related,
to have a fire ball explcde in jour viclnity for they will dcst“oJ
enything they come in contact Wlth-

It will be necessery to'r
vory Ifraguentary notcs and

Iy o b 4

m

sconstruct 5 Cm
long distunce uewmory,

TbN



& M el A o

"parasitsoaclllat g, or circults, within t! maln cir-
cult worv a source “ uvanger from thls causcec. Foants of resistence
in the main circuit. ~could result in minor oa._.llating circuits be-
tween terminals or between two polints.ol resistance and theze minor
circuits would have a very much higher period of oscillation than
the main circuit and could be set into osclllation by the main cure
rent of lower frpquency. . .

"Even when the principal oscillating circult wss adjusted
for the greatest efficliency of operztion by the dimination of all
sources of losses the fire balls continued “o occur but these vere
due to stray high frequency charges from random earth currents.

"From .these experiences it became apparent that the fire
balls resulted from the intecraction of two frocuencies, a stray
higher freguency wave imposcd on the lower frequency free oscilla-
tion o the main circult. L.

"As the free oscillation of the circuit builds up from

the zero point to the quarter wave length node it passes through
varlous rates of change. . In a current of shorter wavelength the
rates of change will be stecper. ¥When the two currents react on
each other the resultant complex will contain a wave in which there
is an extremely stcep rate of change, and for the briefest instant
currents may move at & tremcndous rate, at the rate of miliions of
horsepovey. ’

- "This conditlon acts as a trigger which may cause the total
energy of thepowerful longer wave to be discherged in an Iinfinites-
melly small interval of time and &t a proportionately tremendously
greet rate of energy me—ement which cannct confins itself to the
meter circnit and is released into surrounding space with incon-
ceivable violence." . :

- It is but a step, from learning how a high freguency cur-~
rent can explosively discharge a lower frequency current, to using
the principle to design & system in which these exploclions can be
produccd by Intont. The following process appears a possible one
but no evicence is available that it 1s the one Yesla evolved:
An oscillator, such as he used to send power wirelessly around the
certh at Colorado Springs, i1s éet in operation at a frequency to which
a8 given warship is resonant. The complex structure of a ship would
providec a greet nuwmber of spots In which electrical oscillations will
be set up of a much higher frequency tban those coursing througch the

- ship as & vwhole. Tnese parzsiste-_currents will resct on the main

current causing the production of fireballs wnich by thelr explosions
will destroy the ship, even morec effectively than the explosion of the
magazine which would also take place. A second oscillator may be :uoed
to tranamlft the shorter wavelength current. '

' Somevwhat later I learned the reason for Tesla's reticence
to discuss detalls. This came shortly after Stanley Baldwin re-
placed Neville Chamberlin as Prime linister of Great Britain.

Tesla revealed that he had carried on necgotiations with
Prime linister Chemberlin for tho sale of his ray system to Gresat
Britein for $30,000,000 on the basis of his prosentation that the
device would provide complete protection for the British Islos
egainst any enemy approaching by sca or air, and would provide an

119
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offensive woupon to ' dch tuere vuc no Golenac. He was conviucod,
he cdecw.rcé, of ti .ncerity of Nr, Chamber’ 't nd his intent to
adopt-the devico ¢« 1t would have prcvented e outbreak of the
thom threstening war, and would have made possible the continustion-
wndor tho duress vwhich this weapon would make possible - of the
"working agrecement involving France, Germsny end Britaln to maintain
the status quo in Lurope. Wthon Chamberlin fallced, at the Kunich
conference, to retain this state of Buropesn equillbrium 1t was
nocessary to get rid of Chamberlin and install a new Prlme Minister
vho coulc nmake the effort to shift one corner of the triaongle from
Germany to Russia. Baldwin found no virt v in Tcsla's plan and
precmptorially ended the negotiations.

Tesla was greatly disappointed by the collapse of his ne-
gotiations with the British Govermment. VYiith 1t there collapsed his
hopes of provicding a demonstraticn of hls most recent, and, what he
considered, his most importent discoveries. He did not, however,
dwoll on the Jubject; beyond the single conversation ho did not mon-
tion the mutter again. He did not get another chancc to financo the
demonstration of thece discoveries.

vuring the period in which the negotiations verc being
carried on, Tesla declared, c¢fforts had been rade to steal the in-
vention. His room had been entercd and his payrcrs exemined but the
thioves, or sples, left enpty handed. There w2s no danger, he said,
that his invention could.be stolen for he had =i no .tiwme comittied
eny part of it to paper. He could trust his mezory to preserve cvery
fine detail of his investigations. This’wsa true, he saild, of all
©f his later major discoverlese. '

The nature of his system r-kes 1ittle difference now; he
bas gone and has taken 1t witr. him. Perhaps, if there is any com-
munication Ifrom beyond the vell that separatcs tnis 1life from vihiat-
ever exists hereaficr, Tesla may loox down upon earth's struggling
mortals and find some way of dropping a hint concerning what he
accormplishecd; but, if the situation is such thet thls cennot take
glaie, then ve must avait untll the human rascc produces another
4€8]l8. '
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Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with
enclosures. It was certainly most thoughtful of you to
furnish us this information, and your interest and

courilesy are indeed appreciated.

Sincerely yours, I

MAILED & L
. C. M, Keliey T
APR 3 G _ . S
_?‘:QYG . Clarence M. Kelley c o
FBI . . Director o - _

NOTE: Bufiles indicate limited correspondence with‘-,
last outgoing 6-27-73, in reply to his request concerning
papers of Dr. Nikola Teslas Dr. Tesla was a world-famous
electrical inventor, and at the time of his death in 1943,

all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous
to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands.
‘;::"A‘:';;:ﬁ[‘he book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill, alleged that
Dus. 40 1. _thie FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his
Ase.Dir:  property. Bufiles indicated the Office of Alien Property of

oo the Department of Justice did so. Bufile 100-2237-23.
Fior G 4 (3)
Gen. Inv,

Spec. Iny,

'}1\1
a
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Training

Talephone Rm. __ *:_\ ' v
: M l TELETYPE UNIT ]




Assoc. Dir,
Dep. AD Adm
Dep. AD Iny.

Asst, Dir.:

Adm, Sarv,
Ext. Affuirs\_g
Fin. & Pers. _
Gen. 'ﬂv'
Ident,
fnspection ___
“ { Intell, —
/ JUN16 | Laboratery __
/" J Lego! Coun. __
ﬁ Flen. & Eval. _

WVlnifed Diales Denate " Rec. Mgnr. _

SPGC- Inv,

Tl’ﬂining
Telephone Rm, _
l ! Director Seet
i lcase return al! ;
re proper handling p : <
I,grler:z:ondznce TO THE ATTENTION _OF. :

Respectfully referred to:

FBI
Pilease responc to tne attached inqu”};‘h;:k @
quolicate anc return the enclosure, 7)

opcration,
wvou for yodr coopcr
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cooran ., SN
United States m!c
Washington, D. C. 20310

Deay Smto-

——

B
This will respond to f June 1l6th —)
el

The effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department
of Justice and not by the PBI. Since we aid not participate
in the handling of Dx. Tesla's bolongings, I am wmable to

- F __ A a

furmish the information you dasire.

A copy of your commmication and of this reply are
beinc referred to the Departmant of Justice and the enclosure
te your corrunication is being returned as reguested.

Sincerely yours,

C. M. Keiley

Clarence N. Xelley
Director

Enclosure : .

1 - Assistant Attorney General - Enclosures (2)
Civil Division

1 - Milwaukee ~ Enclosures (2)

NOTE: This response is consistent

Dr. Tesla's ;(:apers following his death.
¥)

hANre DR B

Assoc. Dir.
Dap. AD Adm._—- “a ?' Mm n .
Dep. AD Inv. ‘?_.:\. alh

Asst. Dir.: . X,
Adm. Serv. £ m . (
Ext, Affoirs i JUN z 3 l g)
Fin. 8 Pers. \- o ms . ,
Gen. Inv. ! ) (1 1 e Y, :
Jdent. R T R e e, @
Inspeciion _____

Intell,

Laboratery

-
Fion, & Evai.
Rec. Mgnt. w
Spec. inv.

Igp———

1l - Office of Congressional Affairs - Enclosures (2)

T ng \/\/ . t . .3'
Telaphone Rm. __ TYPE UNIT E:

iractor Sec’y 1 M E -
S DAY S 17 e g

tent with past responses to
inquiries of a similar nature. Bufile 100-2237 reflects
that the Office of Alien Property took possezsion of
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Mﬁ) Tech. Servs. _ . _

‘ Troiluug —————

FROM . Public Aliy. OH. . _
Telephone Rn

SUBJECT:

oo 1190216504250

o 2

! Avsoc. D, . __ .
Dep. AD Adw.

Dwp. AD lav. | __
UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN’T‘____;.-»‘UNITFD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE At Du-

FEDERAL RUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Adm Lers

rus
ERAE FL o L0 TET =TT e L

Memorandum e —

el
Laboratory

MI. BIESSOD ‘ \‘sl" DATE: 2/2 5/80 tr::l:::.', -
Rec. Mgnt __ _

) Quaninn’s Soc'y ___
FREEDOM OF INFCRMATIQN ACT DISCLOSURE ,\m*gT!\‘.NtU
REGARDING DR. NIKOLATESLA HEORMATIO!

PURPOSE : : cmg7 3 B\(égi

To reduce time spent on handling of requests for

information on capticned subject and to promote uniformity
of disclosure.

DETAILS:

A search of FBIHQ central records indices reflects
that Dr. Nikola Tesla is carried as the subject of Bufile
100-2237. Virtually all information in this file is inquiry-
type correspondence. For purposes of FOIA releases, copies N
of this material have not been made and requesters have been
80 advised. Copies of the remaining material in the file
totailing 29 pages, however, has been processed for disclosure.
Numerous requesters have sought information relating to N
Dr. Tesla under the FOIA. Therefore, it is recommended that
the disclosure documents maintained in Bufile 190-16504-4 be
considered the preprocessed release appropriate for responses
by the Initial Processing Unit for any further requests for
information on this subject.

RECOMMENDATION: A

That the Initial Processing Unit, FOIPA Branch,
Records Management Division, add captioned case to their

list of preprocessed cases and Bf e any future requests
for such information. /05 3

- N s a..-UO
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=
‘

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan Foicos
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Angust €, 1979
‘ UISIDE SOUReE
Z L~ wiOnANTION CONTAINED
po it FOR: QSIF
. QCLF\ S
P SV

Dear

ur recent letter requesting imformation concerning
Dr. has been receivad.

Phae afCanms P Mo g~ a 4
The effscts of Dr. Tesla wers ispounded, T Eas

death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Dopu-tnent o
Justice and not by the FBI. We have no preprinted material
available for public distribution regarding Dr. Tesla. How-
ever, uncder the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act
(Title 5, United States Code, Section 552), requests have been
made in the past regarding your topic and there may be docu-
ments available to you under Title 28--Code of Federal
Requlations.

If you are interested in seeking such documents
under the Freedom of Information Act, you should make a
separate inquiry, clearly marking the envelope and letter as a
Freedom of Information AcCt request, and direct it to the
Director, Pederal Bureau of Investigation, 9th Street and
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20%35. In the

———bAlter yOu must request documents regarding the specific topic

(- N AR o v ot A
' —

—qQf [interest to you. REC- 79
£ .{ Binceraly yours ““-31
- Tk
g 7 02- 2237
> William L. Bailey f
< Assistant Dirsctor 2 PUG 7 1979
e Y --cocire —_—e
x;:g;‘: — Room 6958 : ")
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Ot ..t . THE UNDER'SECRETARY OF DEI ,SE /
- WASHINGTON. D.C. 2030
RESEARCH AND FEDERAT GOVERRVENT 9 FEB 1981

ENGINEERING

Ml

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SUBJECT: Papers Recovered on the Death of Nicola Tesla (U)

- (U) We understand that the FBI may have possession ofJa number of papers

N found after the death of Nicola Tesla in 1943. NicolaZTesla was a brilliant
electrical engineer (i.e. the Tesla Coil) who was a pioneer in various
aspects of electrical transmission phenomena.

(C) We believe that certain of Tesla's papers may contain basic principles
which would be of considerable value to certain ongoing research within the
DoD. It would be very helpful to have access to his papers.

(U} Since we have really no idea of the possible volume of these papers,
we would be happy to provide a researcher who could assist you in reducing

- the magnitude of the search. If there are further questions, I am the
point of contact within the DoD and can be reached at 695-6364 or £95-7417:
. ’,—""' oot

ot b S
St .

[ Allan J. Maclaren

EP’STE LtColonel, USAF

i rer M1]1tary A551stant

\ 1059838 ALAINFORMATION CONTRRNEY ' © 3nd Space Systems
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Dear Colonel Maclaren:

[EEDERAL GOVERRMENT
- -‘-T T"} !H-'\'"-'O I OT"T‘AII';:D .

15—.‘;;__.. 05 U""LASSI IED . Tw

-
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anG Public Affairxs

i
d Your renorarcur. of re'cruaﬁ 9 req.mstin-z access te
tne scientific papors of Dr. NikolaTemla which night be 4rn
our filegs has beon reforred to .y-offlce for reply.
A prelirirary reviev of cur files irdicatcs that tiae
F_I cir net participete in the handling of hr, Tesls's belon -
1.8 fcllowisne his 2eath i tiew Yor)l City 4n Jaruvary, 1943.
cds parers were exarinegt by rerraesertatives cf the 0ffice
cf Alden Frorerty, the Uavy Department an’ the 02%ice of
Scientific kesearch and Developient. In Pebruery, 194
PALCYE arnAarently were ralesss] to jir. tava *I. Xosangtl
Dr.o Cesla's nephew and the acpindstrator of Lkis este
r. Tosarovicty aliress At o thct i e wro Il Tereval'd
O, iew YEIL., VW Wori. —
Locooplrre goarcy L ocor drcices 4s bodng made to
deterdne If we nsve any informatier that micht be useful
te yoiu.  You will e rotifiel ef the l"fv'Jltﬂ of this scarch P |
+ 4 . : .
at i~ earliest -ussible :late DE- 110/00’ ‘22—}7/
i Sircerely, o ol
3 4
% /s /)
& [/ AR 32 1981
- ~ Roger T, Young ——
o i Assistart Director in Charge
= N Office of Congressional
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Eune AD lny, ___
Enac AD Adm. __
Exec AD LES ___
Asst. Dir.:
Mu. Servs,
Crim, bav, __ _
{dony.
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Legol Coun.
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Rec. Mgmr. __

Trnining
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Directar's Suc'y _

f‘

1 -P (PCIPA)
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ANkt ~ Enc.
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lar recussts for, h‘tfonmtl.orr ‘dn our files conocerrirg Dr. Tesla.
rerous rrewlous regronscs wr dmve s3iq

- EnC.
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,',\‘I!fxp R-H' '.IT‘IO has Wdlcc .i’d‘
In pu~

t..bat the Cffice of Aller Propecrey

the De: Lrtackt of Justige Lmprund L ) resle’'s purers skter e weotil,
Lowaveyr, the g,-a.ﬁ: ol :Gi"‘ sy Liticstion, Civil Divisicr, i:‘..,-i.':%t:."
Lilin Lr l afs a(as"‘ﬁth.‘"‘:
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Strate;ic ans Siage fyste-s
Lirdce ©f the Onier Secrctery .
- -
of Selensc - FLL INTITVATION CONTAINED Y\
n, =

1:L Lt 29d). A I acLaren
iilitary Agﬁ%ﬂt FEDERAL GOVERNMEN?T

wasain-ton, o, . 20381 EZFEIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED

——

DAIENNN S0 BYMWNSON0. "
noar Cclonel RaclLaren:

A ccaflcte/aearch ¢l nuz retrisvatle fllas concirn-
in: or, NiroleM™caliashoga thot all notes anl aatsricl 4n hix
i, acldisbe o3nTisdan at the tivc of ndz l:atk ea Sanuary TV, 1

were placed in the cuatsiy ¢l the Allon Tropczty Justoslilis
Golor seal Ly the Jnlecl Ltntee Sovernaant, Thost zatericls
have sever feca L the care or eustudy of tuc FLI,

fn Janurry 26 arn? 27, I%31Z, Teliorn) surtaritier nmale
oottoroaT revdew ol ot effactrs nf Ty, Tesolta b doternires 37
2m Adrls Wl o wulonlflozmt valul Voot Urnier Dtatlz war eflurt
cuale be foune., Lis &lfccts wire eraminel at the und.aitan

Yow Vorn, whern they asroarentls we
ticipaidns I bhds exauination ware ropresintativeses froe the
Ueow York wnc! vashingues Z0Ticer 0F the Alien Propertr Zutiolliin, the

t
e
AL G IGMLE anrs Sturage Joany at 52al and Tel Avonus, Luew York,
v re teker after hic doith. lar-
LS

R23 196

1 MA

OIfice of sclentific esecrch ar? Jevelop.ent at the Mazsa-
chusatts Instituts of Techinolery, the OfZice of Laval Intel-
lijunce, anl Lzite!l Statas hawel kesecrcel.. Th2 FIY 414 not

perticipute 4n thic exauiraticon. (65-47953 section 1)

L wes tie conallerel ordnion ol o sporerian ol those
sxawiners “that there exizt aueng Dr, Tescla‘s mapers and possos-
slons no scientiflic notes, descripticns of hitherto unrevealel
wcthods or devicees, or actual aruaratuc whieh could be of

e siznlidcent veluc to tils country or which would cunstitute a

hazard in unfrianily hands.® Thare wvas thousht to be no
Evoc AD tnv, tociinical or =ilitary reazon why furthor custolr of the property
shoull P petainei., HBowvever, our files indicate that certain
Lol —  papers, widch were rojarded as typizal of Rikola Tesla's writings
Ma. Serva. <t thoushien ln the jorlal of 1023 , U242, Corc Moseve® for

Crm lwv. L0 Eﬁtﬁﬁﬁufuf“:¥CFﬂ3 to tue TETLow el Lo Aldeg ¥ ofE“E?"“
ident. Tue 02l a:e (65-47953 section 1) / ’; 37"‘
|
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. Col. A J. maclaran

A memo dated October 17, ]945‘, from our New York
Office sa:d that at that time Dr. Tesla 's effects remained
4t the Manhalitan 3Slorage Warshause in some 75 packing boves
and trunks uader seal by thc New York Ucpartment of Taxetion.
The rental for this starage, approximately 1% per month,
wz3 being paid by Charlotte Muzar, 134 Zast €3rd Etreet,
Yew Tork, Few York: wio was listed az an agent for Sava Xosanovizh,

-br. Tesle’'s nephew anéd adm!nisirator of his cstate.(55_47953_14)

0n Octobor 26, 1945, ‘

a yvouhr sclentist uho hai LHLeen Tesla'z proteje,

<0z a resqarch Jdeveolopment un
Ohio. These ne

n7g :
e-.ncts of ﬁi}cla Tesla., (65-47953-15)

It was en;lained to —t.hat the ‘
”

* - - M o Ve o B md o e B L g e
FET hal no Jﬁri-uiuuiuu over Teszla's ef{fects, a&anl® thesy ware W/

refacrad to the TEfice of the Allen Proqerty Custodian, Buraau
Tile= €2 nor indicate whether the zen evar exanine! Tesla's

belongings. (§5-47953-15)

allovy the bearers of the ' %

Tha Tegla effects remained in rcome 57 ani 3L of the
Manhattan Stcrage Company. In the 1950s, FBI Agents wvere told by
company manazgement that the only recorded wisit had2 been mada
by "FPederal auathorities”™ 1im January, 1943,
rocallel that the men hal ba«on auz3ITous pho 203 29
£is daeseription of tha equimnent ase’ would ten’ to show that
a aicrofil reurcduction was rade of the papers of the Jeceasec.

(65-47953- 2'7)
Jur file= do not reflect an: Hertlﬂent in®ormation

on the Tasla materials since that date., Their current wherelbouts
or conditicn are not reflected fn our files,

For further information regjardirg this matter, you may
vish to contact the Qifice of the Allen Pro‘»erty Custodisn and
the ot‘\cr Fedleral atencles mentioned above. L

I bopa thet vo have been .0f ass .{strRoe to m

Sincere
- .
4 -
Ho;%é;f/ ican

tant Dircector in Charqgc
of CC“T'r"0101a’
ol opuhlic Affalrs

{ZOVTYITIY - DT

\3)
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Lr. Col. A, J. Nactaran

NOTE. On February 9, 198), Col. MacLarar wrole Lo u§ inquiring
aboul the scientilic papers of Dr. Nikola Tesle. 1In 2 xetyrn
letter of darch 9, we (nforasd hiz that a thorough review of

oty {iles woulld be malde ir search: of thos i{nformation ke raguesated.
Thiz wasz Jome an’ he is balnj inforuzl of the results., Tecla's
paperg have bgen the sadbjeet of numerous inYuliries by various
individuals and ersanizatiors since his Jeath, PRI receivel

over 20 JOIA raquests on this matter during the period 1973-
192¢ Hattor enorlinatad with POIX Saction; R,

L] LR i S —— b L R R



OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301 \

RESEARCH AND

ENGINEERIMG

> 1 APR 1981

FPEDFRAL GOVERNMENT

. %/ Mr. Roger 5. Young

L Assistant Directeor in Charge

i Office of Congressional and Public Affairs
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Young, T *

Thank you very much for your letters of March lO and March 20, 1981.,¢ in
<

response to our request re Dr.

A

We very much appreciate the effort

that must have gone On behalf of the Deputy Under Secretary

(Strategic and Space Systems), Dr. S. L. Zeiberg, I would like to thank

you and the people who spent their time searching out the relevant data.

Sincerely,
TPAINED \
) . r'\
~3v‘i\?\? aa4~—«
Allan MatLaren
“Colonel, USAF

- Military Assistant
,'é ,4- g Strateg:tc*amkﬁpace Systems
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While attending college, I came ross!an article about the

Director of the FBI
Washington, D.C.

Dear &1

?'i

electrical genius, Nicolai q:;la ‘l% esla was an electrical

enius with such peers as EDISON and WESTINGHOUSE. Tesla

& P QUISTDE =
designed the basic generator and was the first man to introduce
alternating current to the people. The article, written in an

underground SanFrancisco newspaper, stated that Tesla also

that could harness the electromagnetic waves out of the earth's
atmosphere sufficiently enough to use them as a source of elec-
tricity. The article stated that Tesla built such a plant and
lit up a city street 150 miles away by sending the electromag-
netism via radio waves. This method is presently being used in
electronic warfare. After that, the article stated that the:
FBI confiscated his plans and buried them in your archives.
Their reasoning was that such a free form of energy would knock
out a big chunk of the oil, coal, and nuclear forms of energy
and their contributions to the economy(money for research and
employment). All I want to know is if there is any truth to
this story and if so what was the FBl's reasons and when are the

archives opened again so that Tesla's work could come to light

nselectrical genius
dafte P&F‘é 32

again. Now bear in mind that this man was a
he did figure oUt gﬁwav to utilize the earth's electromagnetric
7 f

and even had a unit of electrical measure n

—eeerese

our dependence on o0il, ease the volatile tension in the Middle

East and put all that money presently going to the Arabs into

22

wr
L



Ry g T . (e b |

space research, joint international research and deep-sea
research to help solve our population problem. I am talking
about huge sums of money being released that could speed up
the experts present projected times of producing significant
gains in these still relatively new fields.

You could at least take the time to check out what I am
saying and judge for yourself whether or not ﬁhe archives
should be opened now to put the world back on a more secure

heading.

Sincerely,
e ———.

&Ue)

‘ -




August 7, 1981
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Judgs Webster has referred your lettsr of July 1lst
to me for a reply. A check of our files indicates Dr. Wikola
Tesla's effects were impounded after his death by the Office
of Alien Property of the Department of Justioce and not by =
the FBI. While your interest is indeed appreciatsd, the ¥BI
is unable to answer your gquestions as we A4id not partiaipate
in the handling or have anything to do with the storage of
Dr. Tesla's belongings.

To be as helpful as possible, I am forwarding a

" mpyo!thiumiutimm&.w!!m f
o
L (e

Mlismt Dlr.ctor 19 Charge
Office of Ccmgrcuiml
and Public Affairs-

MALED ¥
Fal

AUG 1 0 1891

-

P

4

f ~ Acting REsistant-Jttornws Ceniral ealmclosure =
&

Civil pivision z
NOTE: — is not identifiable in Bufiles. Dr. Tesla

Eeabler. | died on 1/7/43 and we have received h correspondence ] '1/

Exec AD Adwm,

Exec AD LES ___ ‘_\‘ regarding his belongings whidh

E; dmpounded by the Office

Aun. Dir.: Y of Allen Property of the Departient of Justice.

C TR, gre 1S 07 Litay Q 3f
ldent, ’ (4) l > ‘ ”

Ilaredt. i i RPUE J\

Laber - [ cor
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Plon. & Insp. f‘. \'- r T

Rec. Mgnt. ’
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FD-38 (Rev. 8-28-82)

FBI
TRANSMIT VIA: PTECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
O Teletype O immediate O TOP SECRET
gxiﬁq}m?’e OO Priority O SECRET
E O Routine [0 CONFIDENTIAL
O UNCLASEFTO
[J UNCLAS
, Date _8/18/83 | ——1
. TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
ATTN: INTD, SUPERVISOR —
FROM: CINCINNATI (P)

SAG
sxxomdl?EX | &

This communicatien is classified "Se\et" in its

entirety.

7 Re telephone ¢ , Cincinnati o
| Division, to Supervisor IHQ, on 8/11/83. Jﬁ

Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one copy
each of pertinent pages from the 1981 book titled "Tesla:
Man OQut of Time" by Margaret Cheney, with important passages
underlined.

2y and New Yo

5, have DO been in contact with SA
at the Dayton Ohio RA regarding possible FBI

SECRET Cidiied by b 2gmy

Classified by: 8262 Dedaf#fy’gg-' OtDR
Declassifyfon: DIBR' o

Bureau (Enc. 1)EW"’L&'SU“‘° ,/ 00 - 2257 3?
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