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(Unclassified) Unidentified Flying Objects Reporting (Short Title: UFOB)

This Regulation
sporting information
and evidence pertaining tcy unidentified flying

1. Purpose and Scop
establishes -procedures for

objects and sets forth the régponsibility of Air
Foree activities in this regard. It applies to all
Air Foree activities except those'ynder the opera-
tional control of FEAF and USABE. FEAF and
USAFE will issue pertinent instrucijons..

2. Definitions:
o e Unidentified ! ﬁmﬂg objecza {(UFOB3)—re-
lates to any airborne object which by performance,
acrodynamic characteristies, or unusual "fnaturcs
does not conform to any presently known sireraft
or missile type, or which cannot be pomtwei:r
identified as a familiar object.

b. Familiar objects—include balloons, ust\}'Q-
nomical bodies, birds, and so forth. Ay

3. Objectives. -
fied flying objecta iz twolold: First is a possible
threat to the security of the United States and
itas forces and, secondly, to determine technical
aspects involved.

a. Air Defense. To date, the flying objects
reported have imposed no threat to the security
of the United States and its Possessions. How-
ever, the possibility that hostile aireralt or mis-
siles may first be regarded as flying objects by the
initial observer is real and requires that sightings
be reported rapidly and as completely as infor-
mation permits.

b. Technical. Analysis has thus far failed
to provide a satisfactory explanation for a number
of sightings reported. The Air Foree will con-
tinue to collect and analyze reports until all sight-
ings can be satisfactorily explained. Inelusion of
all ‘pertinent factors has a dircet bearing on the
success of the technical analysis.

B Respuns:lnlll,y.
- ot Analysis. The Air Technical Intelligence
Center ;. (ATIC), Wright-Patterson Air Torce

*This Regulation supcrscdes AFL 200-5, 29 April 1952,
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Base, Ohio, has been designated the Air Forcee
m:tmt_v rcsponmb!c for conducting urml;r;s:s of
information and evidence. -

b. Collecting. Commanders of all Air Furee
activitics are responsible for collecting and  re-
porting all information and evidence that may
come to their attention, including that recewed
from ecivilian sources.

¢. Cooperation.  Air Force activitics, when
requested by ATIC, will conduct such investiga-
tions as are within their capability and furnish
air and ground transportation to ATIC repre-
sentatives when feasible, Direct communication
between 'ATIC and zone of interior activitics is
authorized when essential to an investigation.'

3. Guidance. The thoroughness and qua,]itj
of a report or investigation into incidents.of

- Air Foree interest in unidenti- "\, unidentified flying objects are limited only by the

\resourcefulness and imagination of the individual
}Eapons:ble for preparing the report.  Guidance

sct\ forth below is based on experience and has

been_found helpful in evaluating incidents:

é\__ Theodolite measurements of changes of
a.zimuth,land elevalion and angular size.

. Interception, identification, or air search
action. These actions may be taken if appropri-
ate and within the scope of existing air defense
regulations.

¢. Contactiwith local aireraft control and
warning (AC&W) units, ground ohservation
corps ((GOC) posts and filter centers, pilots and
erews of aircraft algft at the time and place of
gighting whenever fedsible, and any other persons
or organizations which may have factual data
bearing on the UFOBRor muy be sble to offer
corroborating evidence, electronic or otherwise.

d. Consultation mth“ military or civilian
weather forccasters in order to obtain data on
(1) tracks of weather balloons released in-the
area, since these arc often 1'cspun.51blc for sight-
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L ings, s.nd (2} any unusual meteorological activity
;Lwhmh may have a bearing on the TUFOB.

e Consultat.:ﬂn with astronomers in the area

phsnum{:uon uuul{l account f:::r or have a bearing
; L'un the chservation.

0 fl Contact with military and eivilian tower
perators, air operations offices, and =0 forth, to
etermine whether or not the mghtmg cnuld be
_the result of misidentification of known aireraft.

. g..Contact with persons who might have

- knowledge of experimental aircraflt of unusual

onfiguration; rocket and guided missile firings,

nd =0 forth, in the area.
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A1 "6 ‘Reports. — Information relating to UFOBS

will be reported  without delay. Appropriate

‘methods and priority will be sclected in ac-

cordanee with the apparent intelligence value of

the report. - Normally an electrical report will
suffice.  However, when additional data is re-
quired,  ATIC - will . specifically  outline what
information is desired by writien reports, that is,
narrative statements, sketches, marked maps,

't charts, “overlays, and so forth. For written

| reports AF Form 112b, “Air Intelligence Evalua-

.4 tion Record,” will be used.

.a. Short, Title. UFOB will appear at the

“beginning of the text of electrical messages and

~will be mrIussul,*u ct of written reports.

o 4 Heporl rowﬁ; 3?'3]1 rep%c]?rts forwarded by

cle:ctrmal means will include, insofar as is possible,

the following numbered items:
(1)" Description of the ub}t:ct(ﬂ

(a) Shape -

(h) SBize compared to a known object
{use one of the following terms:
head of a pin, pea, dime, nickel,

- quarter, half dollar, silver dollar,

- bascball, grapefruit, or basketball)

S le
{c} Color -
(d) Number
(e) Formation, if more than one.
{f) Any discernible features or details.
< (g) Tall, trail, or exhaust, ineluding size
: of same compared to size of
object(s).
(h) Sound. If heard, describe sound.
(1} Other pertinent or unusual features.
(2)- Description of course of object(s):
(a) What first called the attention of
- observer(s) to the object(s)?
‘(b) Angle of elevation and azimuth of
the object(z) when first observed.
(¢) Angle of elevation and azimuth of
object(s) upon disappearance.

"‘held in the hand at about arms
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(d) Description of flight path and ma~
neuvers of object(s).
(&) Manner of disappearance of ob-
ject(s).
{fj Length of time in sight.
(3) Manner of observation:

(a) Usec one or any combination of the
following items: Ground-visual, air-
visual, ground-clectronie, air-elec-
tronic. (If cleetronie, specify type
or radar.)

(b) Btatement as to optical aids (tele-
acopes, binoculars, and so forth)
used and deseription thereof.

(c) If ihe sighting iz made while air-
borne, give type aircraft, identifica-
tion number, -altitude, heading,
speed, and home station.

(4) Time and date of sighting:

(a) Zulu time-date group of sighting,

(b) Light conditions {use one of the fol-
lowing terms): Night, day, dawn,
dusk. :

(5) Locations of observer(s). Exact lati-
tude and longitude of each observer,
or Georef position, or position with
reference o a known landmark,

(6) Ident.t_fymg information ' of u.il ob- .
server(s):

(a) Civilian—Name, age, mmhng ad-
dresz, nucupa,tmn and estimate of
reliability,

(b) Military—Name, grade, organiza~
tion, duty, and estimate of relia-
blllt.}'

{7) Weather and winds aloft conditions at
time and place of sighting: :

(a) Observer(s) account of weather con-
ditions.

(b} Report from nearest AWS or U S :
Wenther Burcau Office of wind
direction and veloeity in degrees
and knots at surface, 6,0007, 10,000,
16,0001, 20,000, 30, {'.H]J" a0, D'Uﬂ"
and 80, D'D'EI" if available.

{c) C:—*llmg

(d) Visibility

{e) Amount of eloud eover.

(f) Thunderstorms in area and quad-
rant in which loeated.

(8) Any other unusual setivity or condi-
tion, meteorological, astronomieal; or
Dthcmsa which n:ught. acc::-unt fur
the :ghtmg;

(9) Existence of any physical e‘wdenne of
the sighting, such as materials and
photographs,
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(10) Interception or identification action
taken (such action may be taken
whenever feasible, complying with
existing air defense directives).

(11) Location of any airtraffic in the area
at time of sighting.

(12) Position title and comments of the
preparing officer, including his pre-
liminary analysis of the possible cause
of the sightings. -

¢. Addressees:

(1) Electrical reports will be dispatched
in multiple address to:

(a) Commander, Air Defense Com-
mand, Ent Air Force Base, Colorado
Springs, Colorado.

(b) Commander, Air Technieal Intelli-
gence Center, Wright-Patlerson Air
Force Base, Ohio,

(e) Director of Intelligence, Headquar-
ters USAF, Washington 25, D. C.

(d) Appropriate major air command
headquarters.

(2) Written reports will be submitted to
the Director of Intelligence, Head-
quarters USAF, Washington 25, D. C.,
for osalid-type reproduction and dis-
semination, with an information copy
forwarded dirﬁptl}* to ATIC. ,

03 Pe ol Arag St = ZJT .
ve Diafa. T_Hé word “negative” In
red item of the report format
icate that all logical investigative leads
without su&ms. The phrase

e” (N/A) will indicate that the

not apply fo the sighting being

¢, Security. Reports should be classified
“Restricted” unless inclusion of data required by
b above necessitates a higher classification. An
exception would be the routine transmittal, with-
out comment, of reports from open source publi-
cations (that is, press or radio).

7. Evidence. All evidence will be fﬂl"i'-’ﬂvl'ded 4

to ATIC.

a. Photographic.  All original Elm,. in.cl_ur]jng,'
whenever possible, both prints and negatives,
will be titled or otherwise properly identified as

to place, time, and date of the incident to which * A

they pertain. Prints of radar scope photography.
will be titled in accordance with AFR 95-7 and

forwarded in compliance with AFR 95-6. In
addition, one copy of each print will be forwarded -

direetly to ATIC. :

b. Materiel. If any actual or suspected =ik

items of materiel pertinent to any unidentified
flying object incident come into the possession
of any Air Force echelon, two actions will be
taken without delay:

(1) Safeguard the materiel carcfully to
prevent any defacing or alteration
which would reduce its value for
~techmical analysis, :

(2) Notify ATIC immediately and request
shipping instructions or other special
instructions as may be appropriate.

#. Release of Information. Inguiries con-
cerning specific local sightings will be referred to
the activity public information officer. The
reporting officer may furnish the latter all raw
information except names of principals, Air
Force comments, details of intercept procedures
involved, and classified radar data. Examples
of the type of information which may be released
are: : :

a. The location, time, and date.

b. Description of the object(s).

¢. Maneuvers reported.

d. Type of physical evidence (if requestor
knows that such evidence exists). ;

e. Intercept or other identification attempt
made.

f. The fact that the object has been conelu-
sively identified by ATIC as a conventional
nerial device or other familiar object and no
further evaluation is contemplated.

By ORDER OF THE SuckETARY oF THE Aix Forck:

(JPFICIAL:

K. E. THIEBAUD
Colonel, USAF
Atir Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION:
D

RE

N. F. TWINING
Chief of Staff, United States Air Force
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CHANGE AFR 200-24

ATR\FORCE REGULATION]| DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

NO. [ WASHINGTON, § NOVEMBER 1953
INTELLIGENCE

classified) Unidentified Flying Objects Reporting (Short Title: UFOB)

AFR 200-2, 26 ﬁ gust 1953, is changed gs follows:

* * * ] * * * *

ation relating to UFOBS b. Report Format, For all initial reports
ut delay. The method the following 12-section format will be used,
(electrical or written} and priority of dispatch  and will inelude comments on all factors insofar
will be selected in uccordigee with the apparent 8 possible. The word “negative” in reply to
intelligence value (air defégse or technical) of  any numbered item of the report format will
the report. On ocecasions additional dats js  indicate that all logical investigative leads were
required by ATIC, such us;\parrative state- developed without success. The phrase “not
ments, sketches, marked maps, charts, overlays,  applicable” (N/A) will indicate that the ques-
and so forth. Under such circumstances, tion does not apply to the sighting being

6. Heports. Info
will be reported witl

ATIC will contact commanders \concerned.  investigated.

All written reports will be prepared on AF . * # * *

Forms 112, “Air  Intelligence Infommation 1. ‘Datsi

Report,”-and 112a, “Sypplement to AF“Form e

112.11 A i ' ® * = = E 3
By OrDER OF 1HE SECRETARY OF T;;‘E Amr Force:

: A"

OFFICIAL: : N. F. TWINING

Chief of Staff, Uniled States Air Force
K. E. THIEBAUD 1
Colonel, IISAF, N\
Air Adjutant General

DisTRIBUTION:

D
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