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Significant Ghost Rocket Documents Available

After a search of the CIA's web site search engine, a pair of little-seen reports concerning the
1946 "Ghost Rocket" phenomenon have become available. These are not the usual briefings
of current events but are formerly Top Secret reports involving the White House and
President Truman.

The 1946 sightings, nicknamed "Ghost Rockets" were a phenomenon which plagued Sweden
and other Scandinavian countries, most heavily through the summer and fall of that year.
The reports have become iconic in UFO literature as one of the early manifestations of the
modern UFO phenomenon. Strange reports of the streaking objects were widely
disseminated throughout the world, generating much speculation over how far along the
Russians were with their captured German missile experts and equipment, specifically at
Peenemunde in northern Germany. At one point it was said that General James Doolittle
has visited Sweden with the purpose of helping the Swedish military analyze reports.
However, Doolittle had denied any such trip, stating years later that he only knew what he
knew from the newspapers.

Copies of text from these documents have been in light circulation since at least 2010 but
these particular copies originated from the Truman Library in Independence, Missouri. As
such, they are President Truman's original communications, with little-seen "Top Secret”
markings, a very nice piece of visual history.

Oddly enough, the CIA chose to censor from this better-appearing copy a passage available in
the carbon copies that have circulated (Memo page 1): "c. An S.S.U. source indicates that a
Soviet ship is reporting by radio to shore stations on the passage of these missiles from
Peenemunde over the north Baltic."



No Objection To Declassificatigpfo%g;ﬁ%.r: NLT-PSF-37-1-1-1

CONTROL O,

TOP SECRET CONTROL SHEET WLT [PSF'S 3 )3.71.'

T N ST T
nT : g

The attached TOP SECRET material
which would cause EXCEPTIONALLY
tached material must be exercised, in o

tains information the security aspect of which is paramount and unauthorized disclosure of
AVE DANGER to the nation. Special care in handling custody and storage of the at-
dance with the security reqgulations of the General Services Administration.

Tgnffﬁwkﬂ'w WHAVING m) OFFICE SIGNATURE N II::CE : v:::! ﬂ:EL EA!::I
L ot Wy | ecd % 200
| 25X1
\ &2

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION To P S EC RET GSA roru 1566 (mrv. s.74)

DIA review|
completed. | No Objection To Declassificatid@OEOSECRET: NLT-PSF-37-1-1-1




No Objection To Declassificatigpfoﬁgﬁ‘%T: NLT-PSF-37-1-1-1
ACT[APF-SAT) 3T 2

THE WHITE HOUSE d?,/
WASHINGTON

TOP SBORET <9f1,€¥i-
23 August 19%6
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The President

The attached report on "Ghost Rockets" received

from the National Intelligence Authority is forwarded

WILLIAlII D, LEAHY

for your information.

40P BECRKY

No Objection To DeclassificatidEOSECRET: NLT-PSF-37-1-1-1



No Objection To DeclassificatiIrQ 5’05‘5?5@ NLT-PSF-37-1-1-1

- \‘ SECRET ST pa ) 373

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AUTHORITY

NEW WAR DEPARTMENT BUILDING
2ist and VIRGINIA AVENUE N. V.
WASHINGTON, D. C

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR ‘ R
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE Mo Change In Class. (] 22 August [1946

[ Dreiassificd
Ciass. Shanged to! TS@ E{m

A Mot heview Dater -——-——-

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: |\po . R 703 - ’
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Since preparation of omi, original memorandum dated 1 August 1946
on the subject of "Ghost Rockets" over Scandinavia, additional intelli-
gence indicates that the former tentative canclusions should be some~
what modified.

25X1

1. The weight of evidence now points to Peenemunde rather than to
the Gulf of Finland as the probable launching site of most of these
"rockets",

a, While it was originally believed that the German installa=-
tions at Peenemunde had been dismantled and shipped to the U.S.S.R.,
General MoNarney now reports that Peenemunde is operational.

be The U, S. Military Attache koscow has reported that a key
Swedish Air Officer stated thet, on the basis of Swedish radar course-
plotting, most of the leunchings have been identified with the Peenemunde
area,

\ 25X1

d, The Leopoldville radio reported in July that the Soviets
were warning shipping against passage through certain parts of the Baltic
and were threatening the death penalty to seamen who might disclose the
"phenomena™" which they saw.

2. On the basis of the above evidence it seems probable that the
U.S,S.R. is carrying out large-scale guided-missile tests around the
Baltic, in which most of the missiles are launched from the Peenemunde
area and traverse Sweden toward the Gulf of Bothnia,

3s It is the belief of CIG that scientific experimentation is the
primary Soviet objective and that political considerations, although
thoroughly appreciated, are secondery.

&, In view of trausportatiom difficulties it would seem logical
for the Soviets to center their experimentel program around Peenemunde
where manmufacturing facilities, materisls and German personnel would be
close at hand, rather then to set up new installations in Russiea,
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b, There have been severel toreign estimates that only those
"rockets" whioh are off course, presumably through functiomal failure,
land in Sweden,
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HOYT. 9. VANDENBERG
Lieutenant General, USA
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With regard to our research into the question of the guided
missiles which have for the past month been appearing over the Swedish
area, we have noted a decided decrease in the intelligence from that
field. This is of concern not only to us but also to the Joint Research
end Development Board.

This date Captain Olsen talked with me about the matter and
suggested that it might be desirable to send Dr. Hawmfstad, presently a
consultent for the Joint Research and Development Board, to Stockholm
in an attempt to gain further and more up-to-date information. His
suggestion was that Dr. Hawefstad continue to be paid by the Joint Re-
search and Development Board but that CIG establish/[ ]
for him.

= e =k, - 5 B but also that it
would be practically impossible to provide |for a man as well known
in the scientific field as Dr. Hammfstad but I agreed to discuss it with
the Director.

Later in conversation with General Vandenberg, I presented this
subject and he agreed that the plan of sending somebody to Stockholm had
merit but that it was not desirable that a man as well known as Dr, Hawsfstad
be selected. He further felt in view of other errangements with the
that any one sent to that area and in this connection could only be as an

In view of the many difficulties with regard to this plen and
the fact that we may as a result of contacts receive additional
informetion in the near future, I have called Captain Olsen and directed
that we keep our fingers in this matter but refrein from any direct
action at least for the time being.

ﬁﬁdm;ﬁ;{q '

Colonel, GSC
Executive to the Director.
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19 Saptsmber, 1946

LEMORANDUM FOR ACTING CHIEF, ICAPS.

SUBJECT : Intelligence Relating to Rockets over Swedsn.

l. Reference is rade to undated memorandum from your of fice, with
inclosures.

2. Your memorandum of 19 August on same subject, made no request in
fourth paragraph but zerely put forth a suggestion which was not concurred
in by ths then Acting Assistant Director for Collsction, who felt a res-
ponsibility toward U.R.E. in the ratter and fulfilled that responsibility,
but was not comsciocus of any responsibility toward ICAPS in the matier,
which was and is of high classi fication.

3. !

| under which ths agree to give us all informaticn asveloped
oo the subject and due to the current diplomatic situation with regard to
|| the former Acting Assistant Directar for Collection has advised
uwmnadingm-. Bafstad or anyone else to Sweden at this tims, in this
connsotion. The Director of Central Intelligence concars in this msalistic
viewpoint and has so advised Captain (Olsen, through Colonsl Wright, on this
“”.

4o For your information, all sources (including ths highest) have
been fully exploited and copies of all reports, from all souwroes, have
been furnished, as they cowme in, to G.R.E. A Photo-Intsrpretation Study
of the three posasible launching sites has been promised for 27 September,
1946 and will be forwarded promptly to O.R.E.

HARRY F. CURNINGHAM
ml, GeS<Ce (AC)
Former Acting Assistant Direstor for Collsction

C/C: Capt. Qlsan; -
Cal. Wright; -
Dr. Parkman.
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