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Significant Ghost Rocket Doctunents Available 

After a search of the CIA's web site search engine, a pair oflittle-seen reports concerning the 
1946 "Ghost Rocket" }Jheuomenon have become available. These are not the usual briefings 
of current events but are formerly TO}J Secret reports involving the White House and 
Presi(lent Truman. 

The 1946 sightings, nicknamed "Ghost Rockets" were a phenomenon which plagued Sn·eden 
and other Scandinavian cotmtries, n1ost heavily through the stmliDer and fall of that year. 
The reports have become iconic in UFO literature as one of the early manifestations of the 
modern UFO phenon1enon. Strange reports of the streaking objects were nidely 
disseminated throughout the worlcl, generating much speculation over how far along the 
Russians were with their captured German missile experts and equipment, specifically at 
Peenemmule in northern Germany. At one }Joint it was sai(l that General James Doolittle 
has visited Sweden with the purpose of helping the Swedish military analyze reports. 
However, Doolittle had denied any such trip, stating years later that he only kne·w what he 
knew &mn the newspaJJers. 

Co}Jies oftext &om these documents have been in light circulation since at least 2010 but 
these particular copies originated &om the Trtrman Library in Independence, Missouri. A.s 
such, they are President Trtunan's original commturications, lvith little-seen "Top Secret" 
Inarkings, a very nice piece of visual history. 

Od(Uy enough, the CIA chose to censor &om this better-appearing copy a passage available in 
the c.-u•bon copies that have circulate(} (Menlo page 1): "c. An S.S.C". source indicates that a 
Soviet shi}J is re}JOrting by radio to shore stations on the passage of these missiles &om 
Peeneintuide over the north Baltic." 
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THE WHITE HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

23 Aus ust 

MEUO::!A1IDUM FOR 

The President 

The attached report on "Ghost Rockets 11 rece lved 

fro m t he Uatione.l Intelligence Authority is forwarded 

f'or your information. 

' ~ 

~li D . LEA !IT 
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'ti! SECRET 
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AUTI-IORITY 

N!;:W WAR DEPARTMENT BUILDING 
21st o..d VIRGINIA AVENUE N. 'ff. 

WASI INGTON D c 

/' I 

OFFICE Of THE DIR£CTOR 
CENHAL INTELliGENCE 

1 
tlo Ch~~ge -~~ ~;;~~ 0 22 August 1946 
0 or. c .~ss1 rma ~ 

c:m. ct:Jnne•.l to: rsiJI ~m 
lie;.: n~ ~i~W Date: ·------ ;==---- .1__---, 

:L!EWRANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENTs Auth.: liR 70~-·-D loa 
i : Date: ~,l\f"""\1-L(J ~ 

Since preparation of ouA original memorandum dated l August 1946 
on the subject of "Ghost Rockets" over Soandin&via, additional intelli­
gence indior.tea that the former tentative conclusions should be SOZIU, .. 

what %11:ld1ried. 

l. The weight of evidenoe now pointe to P.enellll.lDde rather than to 
the Gul1' of Finland as the probable launching site ot :1110st ot these 
"rockets". 

a. While it was originally believed that the Germ&n installa­
tions at Peenemunde had been dismantled and shipped to the U.s.s.R •• 
General WoNarney now reports that Peenemunde is operational. 

b. The u. s. W.litary Attache iiioscow has reported tha.t a key 
Swodilh Air Ofticer stated thet~ on the basis or Swedish radar course­
plotting. moat of the launchings have been identified m th the Peenemunde 
area. 

d. The Leopoldville radio reported in July that the Soviets 
were warning shipping agaiDJt paasage through oertain parts of the Baltic 
and were threatening the death penalty to seamen whc might disclose the 
"phenomena" v.hioh they aaw. 

2. On the basis of the above evidence it aeema probable that the 
U.s.s.R. is carrying out large-scale guided-mislile teats around the 
Baltic. in which moat of the missiles are launched from the Peenemunde 
area and .traverse Sweden toward the Gulf of Bothnia, 

3. It ia the belief of CIG that scientific experimsntation is the 
primary Soviet objective and that political considerations, although 
thoroughly appreciated~ are secondary. 

a. In view of traDSport.tion difficulties it would seem logical 
for the Soviets to center their experimental program around Peenemunde 
where manufacturing facilities. materials and German personnel would be 
close at hand, rather than to set up new inatallations in Russia. 
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. SECRET 

b. Xhere have been aeveral 1'orej.e;n esti.mates that only those 
11rocketa 11 whioh e.re off course, presumably through funct i onal failure. 
land in Sweden. 

~~. Us- Q "'oorr.9. VJ.NlJBNBERG 
Lieute~t General, USA 

No Objection To Declass if i ca tioiiD'RlEm~: NLT-PSF-37-1-1 -1 



TOP SECRET 18 September 1946. 

·········---------·-····-------------········- ···-- --····-·---··· ········ ·--- ---·· ·- ·· .. ···· --·----- --- ·-· ·· ······· · -- ---------

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD: 

With regard to our research into the question of the guided 
missiles which have for the past month been appearing over the Swedish 
area, we have noted a decided decrease in the intelligence from that 
field. This is of concern not only to us but also to the Joint Research 
and Development Board. 

This date Captain Olsen talked with me about the matter and 
suggested that it might be desirable to send Dr. Ha .. fstad, presently a 
consultant for the Joint Research and Development Board, to Stockholm 
in an attempt to gain further and more up-to-date information. His 
suggestion was that Dr. Ha .. fstad continue to be paid Qr the Joint Re­
search and Development Board but that CIG establish 
for him. 

but also that it 
wo be practical impossible to provid' e---;=1 "====;-1-;:;-fo--'r a man as well known 
in the scientific field as Dr. Ha .. fstad but I agreed to discuss it with 
the Director. 

Later in conversation with General Vandenberg, I presented this 
subject and he agreed that the plan of sending somebody to Stockholm had 
merit but that it was not desirable that a man as well known as Dr. Haw.fstad 
be selected, He further felt in view of other arrangements with theJ J 

that any one sent to that area an~ in this connection could only be as an 

In view of the many difficulties with regard to this plan and 
the fact that we may as a result of \ \contacts ·receive additional 
information in the near future, I have called Captain Olsen and directed 
that we keep our fingers in this matter but refrain from any direct 
action,at least for the time being. 

APPROVED FOR 
RELEASE DATE: 
CO-Auq-201 0 

•lOP SECRET 

~~~ 
E. K. WRIGHT 
Colonel, GSC 
Executive to the Director. 
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~FOR .t.CTDiG CIUEF, ICAPS. 

SUBJECT a Intelli~noe Relating to Rocket4 OYer s-dan. 

1. Referenoe ia ICIIda to undated DellliOr&nd.um !l'om y-otzr oftice, wit.h 
inclosure a. 

2. Your •=arandum or 19 .Auguat on -.e abjoot, ~ no reqgeat 1n 
fourth paragraph but llltrely- put forth a .ugeation which ... not. ooncurred 
in b;r U. then Acting !aaiat.ant Director ror Coll.eotioa., who r el\ a ree­
poa.aiblli~ toward O.R..S. in tte n-attar and f\l.ll'Ulod that. respoMibillty, 
but waa DOt. ecmacioua or an:r responaib111V tow.rd IC.lPS 1n tte •tter, 
whioh waa aDd 111 of h:1.t;h olaaa!.. t'1cat1on. 

ri .ls.r which tba l Iegree to gbe u ill 1JU'oraat1cm ane~;J 
~aubject and due to tbs C\lJ'l"'l.nt diploaatio ait.uat.1on with regard to 

,.---......,, t.ha tora~r Acting .taabt.ant Diraotar !or Oollection hu ad·,·bad 
aga1nat .-nd1D& nr. lll!atad or aa;rooe ·~ \o a.dn at tbia t.i.DI, in tbU 
OCGDeot.i.Oilo '1'be Dinctor ot Central Intelll&aee oancan 1a tb1a -u.uc 
'Y1.8'wpoint and haa eo adYiaed Captain Olsen, tbrwgh Col.onal 11'r1ght, 011 t.h18 
date. 

4. For y-OJU 1ntor..t.1cm, all aouroea (including th8 tUg twst) haft 
been !ul.l.J' exploited llllCi copioa or all repos-U, troll all .aaroea, have 
_-.n 1'urniabed1 a a tM7 0011111 in, to 0 .R.E. A Phot.o-bterpretatioo St.cd7 
ot tbe tm- poaedbl• l&lmohiDg aitea baa bMn prGIIi.-<1 tor Z7 Septlaubsr, 
1946 and will be r orwarded prosptly- to 0 .R .!. 

IWUli F. CUJDIDOIWI 
Colaoel~ a.s.c. (!C) 

Form!lr Acting Aasiatant Direotor tor Oollecrt.1on 

cjc·, Capt. OlaanJ 
Col. lrrtghtJ t­
Dr. Pa.riclan. 
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