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Things that go flash in the night

LOOK...UP
NO,

IN THE SKY...IT'S A BIRD...IT'S A PLANE!
FRESIRE . oAy USROG

DO YOU REMEMBER THE DAYS OF SUPERMAN - "'STRANGE VISITOR
FROM ANOTHER PLANET, WITH POWERS AND ABILITIES FAR BEYOND

THOSE OF NORMAL MEN''?

IT WAS GOOD CLEAN ALL-AMERICAN CEL-

LULOID FANTASY THEN, BUT TODAY THE WORLD'S SKY-WATCHING
HAS TAKEN A MORE SERIOUS ASPECT. SINCE THE 1950'S THE NUM-

BER OF CLAIMED U.F.O.
ABLE MOUNTAIN OF PAPERWORK.
CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN UFO'S

SIGHTINGS HAS ACCUMULATED A VERIT-
AROUND 15 MILLION AMERICANS
IN A RECENT GALLOP POLL - EVEN

PRESI DENT CARTER SAYS HE'S SEEN ONE.

All of the scientists involved in
the study of UFD's agree on one
thing - that the overwhelming major-
ity of reported sightings can be ex-
plained in terms of natural phenom-
enon. What they fail to agree on are
the small number of cases that ap-
parently defy rational scienmtific
explanation.

The United States Air Force in-
stituted the now famous Project Blue
Book - a definitive attempt to com-
pile data on reported sightings and
to explain them as natural phenomena.
Not all of the reports could be ex-
plained away, however. In a joint
study by the Battelle Memorial In-
stitute and the United States Air
Force of 2199 UF0 reports its analy-
sis showed that the more reliable
the report and the better the sight-
ing conditions the more likely the
evaluation was to be ''unknown'. In
it's "excellent'" reliability cate-
gory (where sightings had been made
by such persons as airline pilots,
radar operators and other profession-
al people trained to be reliable ob-
servers) 33 per cent were '‘unknowns''.

It's a subject surrounded by a
considerable amount of emotional
hysteria - even evidenced by the phy-
sicists, astronomers, physchologists
and professors of various associated
disciplines who are involved in the
study of the UFO phenomenom. Even
these supremely rational creatures
tend to be polarised in their '"be-
lief'" or '"disbelief' of UFO's. | re-
cently read a discussion of the UFO
dilema which recounted the story of
an lrish woman who was asked if she
believed in fairies. '""No," she said,
"but they're there''. It's the same
with the UF0's - whether you believe

in them or not is not likely to make
any difference to them.
What we can do, though,
out the natural meteorological optics
which are so often confused with

is sort

UF0's. There are quite a number of
these and they account for ninety
per cent of the ""UF0" sightings in
Australia over the last fifteen
years. The other ten per cent com-
prises seven per cent which could
not be followed up because of insuf-
ficient information and three per
cent which remained unidentified or
unexplained. These figures show rough-
ly the same proportions as studies
in America and other countries.

Lets have a look at some of these
""Identified Flying Objects.' as de-
scribed by the Regional Director of
S.A. Bureau of Meteorology, A.T.
Brunt.

Bal | Lightning: This
al phenomenon, found
thunderstorms. It is
ventional lightning, but takes the
from of an orange or reddish ball a
foot or so in diameter. This floats
just above roofs or tree tops and

has “been known to enter open win-
dows. The ball can disappear with

an explosion which has caused loss

of life under mysterious circumstanc-
es. Ball lightning has been known

to follow motor vehicles, due to
some form of electrical attraction,
but people are quite safe inside a
closed vehicle. Lightning balls also
left strange circular shapes on
striking the ground.

Our early settlers knew them as
"“"balls of fire'. In previous cen-
turies there have been many case
histories with descriptions which
fitted ball lightning phenomena but

is an electric=-
in or near
not like con-

by Sue McLoughlin

people ascribed them to ghosts or
poltergeists.

Lenticular clouds: These are lens-
shaped or almond-shaped clouds which
form under special circumstances,
mostly on the lee side of a mountaln
range., Air and droplets move through
the cloud, but the cloud form re-
mains stationary or nearly so for
some time giving the impression they
are '"hovering'.

St.Elmo's Fire: This is another el-
ectrical phenomenon which builds up
on the edges of objects moving
through an electrical field. It ap-
pears as a luminosity at the extrem-
ities of masts and aerials of ships
as well as parts of aircraft and

can take the form of streamers or
luminous globes colored from blue,
green and violet to pure white.
Haloes: A halo is a mutticolored
circle caused by refraction of

light through fine ice crystal
clouds and it is identified by the
red coloring being nearest the sun.
It is easy to recognise when you can
see the whole halo through cirro-
status clouds, but small segments
of the halo through scattered ice
clouds are sometimes saucer-shaped.
Corona: This is caused by the dif-
fraction of light through clouds of
fine water droplets and the red col-
ouring is furthest from the sun.Seg-
ments of a corona are saucer shaped
and are usually colored red or
green; these are known as iridiscent
clouds.

Noctilucent Clouds: Are caused by
reflection of sunlight from meteoric
dust high in the stratosphere. They
are bluish or silvery white, not
visible in the daytime but stand out
after sunset. A feature is their ap-
parent rapid movement as the sun
gets further below the horizon.
Green Flash: A brilliant coloration
which flashes above the sun as it is
about to set. It requires special
optical conditions for the flash.

to be seen.

Mirage: This is the common form of
optical illusion of apparently dis-
torted or displaced objects. It is

a refraction phenomenon caused by
abnormal temperature distributions
in the lower layers. Ships can be
seen well over the horizon and the
sun or moon can be seen well after
they have set.

Auroras: Are caused by radiative e-
mission from nitrogen and other mole-
cules during magnetic storms. They
assume a variety of shapes and col-
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Continued from page 11

ours in the form of streamers, rays,
arcs, draperies, crowns and bands.
In Australina latitudes, auroras

are relatively rare.

Planets, Stars and Meteors are
also often reported as UFOs. For ex-
ample, the planet Venus can sometimes
be seen in the daytime and if jet
stream cirrus clouds are pasing, the
planet seems to be moving quickly.
Pulsation and changes of colour at
night are other causes of misinter-
pretation.

Apart from these natural '"1F0's"
there are a number of man-madé ef-
fects often suspected of being UF0's
including satellites, balloons, and
searchlights.

All this is not to say, of course,
that no UF0's exist and no super-
human terrestrials are floating about
our atmosphere, observing us for
whatever reasons they have in mind.
The important sightings are the ones
which have been thoroughly investi-
gated and still not yielded any reas-
onable scientific answer. And there
seem to be a sufficient number of
these sightings to rule out the
crackpot element as being the only
UFOloyists.

It is unlikely that the UFO con-
troversy can bé settled by anything
we '"Terrestrials' can do, but per-
haps you'd better make up your mind,
when that unearthly voice booms over
your shoulder '"Take us to your
leader'', who you're going to send
them to.
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People

report

strange UFOs

An. mmm flying

object was sighted by sev-

eral local people late on
Wednmdny last week.

They said two bright
yellow objects travelled in
a westerly direction over
the town at a high speed
and apparently at l-ow al-
titude.

The objects were q_iesm'lb-
edtaa “quite large” and sil-
ent. =
One person said he saw
1.‘nem at 10 pm, and anoth-

at 11 pm.

Bmdy King, 19, said he
was at the drive-in theat-
re on Wednesday night
when he saw an oval-shap-
ed object about 2000 metres
above him flying across the
top of the drive-in screen.

He said flames appeared
to come out of the back of
the object and he then
saw two smaller ones be-
hind it. The objects were

visible for three or four
minutes at about 10.15 p.m.
he said.

A report was received
from some people, includ-
ing children who had seen
an unidentified object
while camping at Hamil-
ton Downs the same night.

Inquiries with  flight
service of the Department
of Transporf have estab-

lished there were no air-

craft in the area at these

times.

The Meteorological Bur-
eau reported that they had
no weather balloons in the
area on Wednesday night.

An informed source sug-

gests the cbjects may have
been a low-orbiting satel-
lite hitting the atmosphere,
burning up and breaking
into pieces as il came in at
a low angle.

Police said they had re-
ceived no reports of UFOs.
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Several people reported
seeing an unidentified
flying object over Dar-
win last night.

The Air Force Traffic
Controller at Darwin Air-
port said last night he
had about six telephone

calls from people who.
said they had seen a fly-

ing saucer.
Mrs Audrey
rang the News with a.
ported sighting.
She said Ther family
and neighbors saw a
group of red and white
‘flashing lights ih the

Hat

hgnf’ Gough sald she
seen arm_ | group
of ; ' lights from
her home in Hall Cres-
cent, Alawa, ou five
ubher

occasions.
The lights moved rap-
idly from east to west at
609m (2000 ft) before dis-

wasn't a plane,

“It wasn't m—:v.!.hk‘!‘li

like a plane, she said.

was watching a plane

when I saw this other
thing out of the corner

of my eye on te horizon.”

“The red and white

.' lights _were
and off like morse code.”

- on
A Bureau of Metero-
logy spokesman

said
there was nothing in the
sky that could ‘have been




UFO circle looked

Some ground - lnel
‘visual proof of t

The “nest” s s¥
oﬂwmeleftota

cut'pa through grass

at the corner of Sabine
and Robinson Roads.

1t is slightly under 1.800
metres (six feet) in

SO real

diameter and the pgrass

s tlattened_ in a circula.r eh

to the local hotel said it siationary and the rear
was not there before wheel circling.
Wednesday afternoon at And that patch looked
12.30 50 real!
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This is the UFO over Casuarina in recent niohts, recorded by News photographer Beat Erismann. The object shone with a
bright white light and had a distinct halo. There was no moon the night the picture was taken — Tuesday at 5.30 am.
Casuarina shoppina centre lies behind the street lights. The photograph, in which the object has been blown up to give
a better picture, was taken with a Niken, with 10-second exposure at F2.8 using a 50mm lens.

The News s

by GENE JAMES

The mysterious object seen in the skies above
Casuarina over the course of the last few nichts

has been photographed,

At least a dozen people
have seen the object,
tva of them police of-
ficers, since it was first
sighted a week ago by
two welfare officers,

The sightings began
on Wednesday, February
20. -

Two welfare offig
connected  witl
hostel in McMillafis®
saw two bright objects
at approximately 3.30 am
— & cross-shaped light
and a half-moon lying
on s back,

Tr oblects appeared
to be just above the
south-easterly section of

-

the RAAF base.

The objects were ob-
served by welfare of-
ficers Vivienne Dallen
and Tony Muschat for
more than three hours.

Puring that time the

objects moved from side

side, faded to pin-
rleks of light and then
'ew large again, settled
downr behind a nearby
“row of trees — permeat-
ing the area with a
bright white light, and
then again rose up into
the sky,
The sightings con-
tinued for the next four
- Yts and the cross-

MES
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naps

that UFO

shaped object observed
by a dozen people,

On Monday night
News photographer Beat
Erismann spent the
night at the home of
Charmaine and Roelf
Hart in Goodman St,

L

The Harts had seen
the continuing pheno-
menon from their back
verandah,

At 530 am Tuesday
Beat saw a very bright
white light in the sky.

"It slowly grew in
size,” Beat said, “brightex

than anyvthing else in
the sky. I then took my
photograph.

“Shortly  afterwards
the object moved slowly
upward, receding as it
did so until it am
invisible.”

An officer with the

Weather Bureau at the
airport stated that at
530 am on Tuesday
visibility was 20 miles.

No moon was visible.
Officers at the RAAF
base declined to com-
ment on the photograph

H -
2

and report until investi-
gations were carried out.
But they admitted
“there was definitely
something there.”
They will interview
the witnesses involved

‘and the reports com-

piled forwarded to Can-
berra.

The Bureau of Mete-
orology also agreed
“that there was some-
thing there, all right.”

They stated that no
weather balloons were
aloft at that time
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Roelf Hart and Charmaine Hart.
At least a dozem cown bDehind the trees

the
m heltlllu —pemesting area
nessed  unidentifiable  light, then agaln rose

up into the sky.”
His and

companion
welfare co-worker, Vivi-
nne Dallen, went on:

=
;35'

£12%
B

light and =
lying on its 3
to be just above the
- south-easterly section of M
P s S
= A

three hours’ said shone down
welfare officer Tony ting an

“nnhc" that time f:.a}udelm T
' ; 4 to w
to side faded to pin- “There was a second
pricks of light and then bright beam of light
grew large again, settled coming from the top

witnessed strange objects in the
Darwin pre-dawn skies on four successive nights.
From left to right: Tony Muschat, Vivienne Dallen,

arm of the cross a
pointing  immedia
rds.
“Then both objects
moved uif ail a very fast

rate until they were
little more than

two
»  wit- with a bright white pricks of light in A
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Seturcay motnibg Hosl
ing in an east to south
easterly direction.
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