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: t@ COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT i
\izl; AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REPORT V116/783/1047
Publication of this report is outhorised by the Secretary under the provisions of Air Novigetion Reguletions 283 (1)

LOCATION OF RR
Height a.m.s.l. Date Time (Local) Zone
Not known - 21,10,78 Not known EST
2. THE AIRCRAFT
Moke ond Mode! Registration Certificate of Airworthiness
Cessna 182L VH-DSJ Valid from 14 February 1968
Cenificate of Registration issved to Operator Degree of domage to sircralt
Cephus Day, SAS Southern Air Services, Not known
33 Reserve Road, Northern Avenue, Other property demaged
Beaumauris, Victoria Moorabbin Airport, Victoria
Defects discovered
3. THE FLIGHT
Last or intended departure point Time of depariure Naxt peint of intended londing Purpose of flight Closs of operation
Moorabbin 1819 hours King Island Travel Private
4. THE CREW h
Nome Storus Age Closs of licence Hours on type Total hours Degres of injury
i . L Not 150
Frederick VALENTICH Pilot 20 Private Presumed Fatal
known |(Approx.,)

5. OTHER PERSONS (All pessengers and persons injured on ground)

Nome Status Degree of injury Nome Status Degree of injury .

L

6. RELEYANT EVENTS

The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 1978 and he was therefore authorised
to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC), On the afternoon of 21 October 1978 he attended
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 hours, submitted a flight plan
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return, The cruising altitude nominated in the flight
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from
Cape Otway to King Island, The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes, The pilot made no arrange-
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island, He advised the briefing officer
and the operator's representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the
aircraft with him,

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moorabbin at 1819 hours, After
departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbourne Flight Service Unit (FSU),

The pilot reported Cape Otway-at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the aircraft
was at 1906:14 hours, The following communications bet ween the airecraftand Melbourne FSU were recorded
from this time: (Note: The word/words in brackets are open to other interpretations,)

TIME FROM TEXT
1906:14 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known
traffic below five thousand
:23 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic
:26 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I am seems (to) be a large aircraft below

five thousand
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6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)

TIME FROM TEXT
46 FSU D D DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it
:50 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like
landing lights
1907:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
132 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over
over me at least a thousand feet above
43 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm
47 VH-DSJ er unknown due to the speed it's travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the
vicinity
:57 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity
1908:18 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE it's approaching now from due east towards me
128 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
42 // open microphone for two seconds //
49 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's
flying over me two three times at a time at speeds I could not identify
1909:02 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level
:06 VH-DSJ my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero
51 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft
114 VH-DSJ affirmative
:118 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby
:28 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is // open microphone
for two seconds //
46 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft
1909:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it's flying past it's a long shape // open microphone
for three seconds // (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) // open
microphone for 3 seconds // before me right now Melbourne
1910:07 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be
:20 VH=DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it's stationary what I'm
doing right now is orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it's got
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it's all shiny (on) the outside
43 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
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6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)

TIME FROM TEXT
48 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 seconds // it's just vanished
:57 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
1911:03 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft I've got is it (a type) military
aircraft
:08 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished
:14 VH-DSJ SAY AGAIN
s FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you
:23 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) // open microphone 2 seconds // (now)
approaching from the southwest
:37 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three
twenty four and the thing is (coughing)
1912:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions
:09 VH-DSJ my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is

hovering on top of me again // two seconds open microphone // it is hovering and
it's not an aircraft

122 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
:28 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 17 seconds open microphone //
49 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE

There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft.

The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000
feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds. The end of daylight at
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours.

The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and search action was commenced. An
intensive air, sea and land seacch was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found.

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined,

::;:::::ﬂ!or uﬂw 2 (A, R_ Woodwal‘d) 27.4.1982

Delegate of the Secretary
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AIRCRAF T ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REPORT V116/783/1047
Puill:-ﬁ.n of this report is outhorised by the Secretary under the provisions of Air Navigation Regulations 283 (1)
LOCATION OF RR
Height a.m.s.1. Date Time (Local) Zone
Not known - 21,10,78 Not known EST
2. _THE AIRCRAFT
Moke ond Mode! Registration Certificate of Airworthiness
Cessna 182L VH-DSJ Valid from 14 February 1968
Cosilicate of Registration insved to Operator Degree of domage to sircralt
Cephus Day, SAS Southern Air Services, Not known
33 Reserve Road, : Northern Avenue, Vs preporty i
Beaumauris, Victoria Moorabbin Airport, Victoria
Defects discoversd

3. THE FLIGHT

Last ar intended departure paint Time of departure MNext point of intended landing Purpose of flight Class of operation
Moorabbin 1819 hours King Island Travel Private
4. THE CREW
Name Status Age Class of licence Hours on typs | Totel hours Dagres of injury
. . Not 150
Frederick VALENTI CH Pilot 20 Private Presumed Fatal
known |(Approx.)

5. OTHER PERSONS (All possengers and persons injured on ground)

Name Srarus Degree of injury Name

Stotus Degree of injury .

L

6. RELEVANT EVENTS

The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 1978 and he was therefore authorised
to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC), On the afternoon of 21 October 1978 he attended
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 hours, submitted a flight plan
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return, The cruising altitude nominated in the flight
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from
Cape Otway to King Island, The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes, The pilot made no arrange-
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island, He advised the briefing officer

and the operator's representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the
airceraft with him,

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moorabbin at 1819 hours, After
departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbourne Flight Service Unit (FSU),

The pilot reported Cape Otway at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the aircraft
was at 1906:14 hours, The following communications bet ween the aircraftand Melbourne FSU were recorded
from this time: (Note: The word/words in brackets are open to other interpretations,)

TIME FROM TEXT
1906:14 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known
traffic below five thousand
:23 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic
:26 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I am seems (to) be a large aircraft below

five thousand
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6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)

TIME FROM TEXT
146 FSU DD DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it
:50 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like
landing lights
1907:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
132 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over
over me at least a thousand feet above
143 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm
47 VH-DSJ er unknown due to the speed it's travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the
vieinity
:67 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity
1908:18 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE it's approaching now from due east towards me
:28 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
42 // open microphone for two seconds //
149 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's
flying over me two three times at a time at speeds I could not identify
1909:02 " FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level
:06 VH-DSJ my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero
o | FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft
14 VH-DSJ affirmative
:18 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby
:28 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is // open microphone
for two seconds //
46 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft
1909:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it's flying past it's a long shape // open microphone

for three seconds // (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) // open
microphone for 3 seconds // before me right now Melbourne

1910:07 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be
:20 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it's stationary what I'm
doing right now is orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it's got
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it's all shiny (on) the outside

43 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
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6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)

TIME FROM TEXT
148 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 seconds // it's just vanished
57 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
1911:03 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft I've got is it (a type) military
aircraft
:08 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished
14 VH-DSJ SAY AGAIN
17 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you
:23 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) // open microphone 2 seconds // (now)
approaching from the southwest
:37 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
152 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three
twenty four and the thing is (coughing)
1912:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions
:09 VH-DSJ my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is

hovering on top of me again // two seconds open microphone // it is hovering and
it's not an aircraft

122 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
:28 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 17 seconds open microphone //
:49 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE

There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft,

The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000
feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds, The end of daylight at
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours.

The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and search action was commenced. An
intensive air, sea and land seacch was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found.

" 7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined,

Approved for Doy

pbkcaren unw ! 4. &, Wershnes) 27.4,1982

Delegate of the Secretary
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RAN Research Laboratory

New Beach Road, Edgecliff, New South Wales
P.O. Box 706 Darlinghurst N.SW. 2010
Telegrams : RAN RL. Telex : 27142

DNAFT No: 8-23-3940. Vocadex : (02) 32 9254

RECEIVED

Reference : R420-3-17 24 OCT 1983

Contact : TJ JR

Telephone BASI “ ! Telephone : (02) 32 2211 or 32 9251
MELBOURNE /
Pl !
A WTET:
2 ! FOLIO
14 Oct 83 a
{ RCD 2 1 OCT 1983
The Superintendent | 2 10CT1983 {
Bureau of Air Safety Investigation t
Box 1733P, GPO FILE
MELBOURNE, VIC 3001 e e —
Dear Sir,

650 Aile.

DRIFT OF MARINE WRECKAGE

I refer to your letter V116/783/104f/;ated 6 July 1983
where you discuss aircraft parts washed ashore on Flinders Island.
Examination of our records of near bottom currents at the Kingfish B
site (38° 365, 148°11'E) showed unusually large currents on Julian
day 81, 1983 (that resulted from a storm) and again on Julian day 96.
The bottom currents on day 96 exceeded 0.5m/s when the flow was in an
easterly direction (to the east). Such large currents constitute an
unusual event. Our results are stored as 17 minutes averages and only
2 in 1000 exceed 0.5m/s. v

Thus it would seem reasonable to speculate that the storm on
day 96 induced large’ bottom currents over much of eastern Bass Strait
and moved your aircraft parts towards Flinders Island. More usual
currents could then have completed the process of washing the components
ashore.

If I can be of any further assistance please feel free to
contact me on (02) 322211.

2 < s ;l.égh@ Yours faithfully,
j W‘v"dﬁ :
;ﬁtﬁ "(olly Infb  domozas A T
L‘X .,_,If-—:ﬁlumh tlv‘, d«#mﬁ G~ PR (IAN JONES)

W Ocean Sciences Division

lu ﬂ;. @) Cu»tao/ a..‘:( M:b gq . RAN Research Laboratory
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V116/783/1047

IR I.S.F, JONES -6 JUL 1983

RoA,N, RESEARCH LABORATORY A%
P,0, BOX 706
DARLINGHURST NSV 2010 "V

o

IRIFT OF MARINE VRECKAGE

Recently a piece of an aircraft was found washed ashore on the
vest coast of Flinders Island (Tas). It was found on the beach at Parry's Bay,
opposite the northern end of Flindews Island Aerodrome, The date of finding

was 15 May 1983, and there is reason to believe the piece had not been on the
beach more than a few days.

The part has been identified as having come from a Cessna 182
aireraft between a certain range of serial mumbers, The part is an engine
cowl flap, for the control of airflow over the engine. It is 300mm long by
210mm wide, and 40mm at its deepest point, It had two side panels when first
found, The piece was once white (acrylic paint), and is made of aluminium
composition, now greatly eroded. The operating bolt, of steel, while heavily
corroded, appears to have failed on impact or in flight (i.e. not by corrosion).

A Cessna 182 aireraft on a flight from Moorabbin to King Island last
reported position at Cape Otway, Victoria, at 1900 hours EST on 21 October 1978.
The serial mumber of this aircraft falls within the range of serial mumbers
applicable to the part found.

From previous knowledge of aireraft parts "walking" across the floor
of tidal lakes and rivers, it is wondered if such a piece as described could
travel from an area between Cape Otway and the northern tip of King Island, or
from a position near the described area, under the influence of ocean currents,

While it is not uninown for the cowl flap to separate from the aireraft
in flight, to our knowledge there have been no recent cases in the Vietoria/
Tasmania area, and no wreckage of aireraft have been dumped at sea to our
knowledge, nor are other Cessna aircraft missing in the waters of Bass Strait.

Any information you could pass concerning the likelihood of this
particular item being able to "trawvel", over a period of close to 5 years,
would be a step toward solving the mystery of the disappearence of this airecraft
and its sole ocoupant, and’aid to its location.

Please do not hesitate to call to discuss the matter. Attached
please find a map showing the area of finding and two photographs of the item.

JCS:JB
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THIS ITEM HAS BEEN DIGITISED IN

SECTIONS

K ®rederick Valentich
] » vmllhed-

FFREDERICK VALENTICH's father, Guido . . . so far, a fruitless search
of Bass Strait for his son.

“Sinclair ‘too ill
for Thai court

- William Charles Sinclair, 69, was “too old and too
ck” to return to Thailand and to hear the outcome of an

appeal against him, a relative said today.
} ' reme
Court last night Eaued

MO Sebrea or e srvest of

Sinclair after he failed to‘

Thailands Su

o ! appear before the sald.
;. to face the appeal decis-  He said the other mem-
ainiers Bt
The court also ordered to remain anonymous for
& that hig $42,000 bail be the :

o M- fo:feiéle:i former Syd- not 're%:nl . m«g
e, i T & Tortnde M- And, ! woul
f pnson ne?mhu&lrll-&‘mln. was ar- whereabouts eof the

et rested  ‘in Bans&k ~wrecks until the
L October, 1978 operation Was *
Vlf 7 “We ~what
g able,” he said.
| r”;‘" iz hall 4 7 .
¥ < MONTE CARLO, Tues., AAP, — Prin- MO P4
cess Grace’s Family d official mourning. “We have to raise
today * prisoners” in their castle, = m.tfg'fmt?t job, and
e : i e G e o 12
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1 v e prosecution ap-

Tahnenme T

iy et
1e, relative said Mr
l‘{r'a condition was

'ﬂ* guy's 70. next
gr, nhe’s had a heart

.and a stroke all
1e past five years, he's
s deaf and he's just
» four years in a Thai
m,” he said.

FAILED

ter Mr Sinclair failed
ppear at the appeal
£

an:

B4 find riddle |
'plane

By BILL HITCHINGS

A group of Melbourne business-
men say they are only weeks away
from finding the wreckage of the
mysterious Valentich plane.

They say it is among four light
planes lying in a boomerang pattern
on the ocean bed just off Cape Otway.

“Remarkably, they are
all within a relatively
short distance of each
other,” the group's
spokesman, Mr Ron
Cameron, said today.

“A strong swimmer
could swim over the spots
where all four of them are
sunk.”

Mr Cameron, an inde-
pendent film producer, of
Springvale, and the others
plan & salvage operation
early next year.

The raisin of the
planes — particularly the
one they believe belonged
to pilot Frederick Valen-
tich — will form part of
a documentary film.

A Japanese television
compl& is interested in

at least part of
the operation and the
film.

“It will be costly, but
we are convinced it will
be worthwhile and very

E

velled fr his Avondale
Heights me, to Cape
Otway. e year since
his -year-old son dis-

Mr Valentich and his
family believe Frederick
was attacked and captur-
ed by allen beings in a
UFO.

_ Between 7.06 p.m. and
7.12 p.m. young Frederick
Valentich sparke

, //efa/f/ /5//2/?2 ((S
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Melbourne
misses

- water
target

Melbourne has
missed its target for
water consumption.

A Board of Works
mkman said today
t Melbourne used 1126
megalitres yesterday
26 above the target.

The Board booked 143
water cheats.

This ings the total
number of people bein
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breaches of resirictions to

A
being
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ted

Board spdke.sman
people were still
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Mr Valentich and his
family believe Frederick
was attacked and captur-
ed by alien beings in a
UFO.

Between 7.06 pm. and
7.12 p.m. young Frederick
Valentich sparked one of
the world's greatest avi-
ation mysteries with a
short radio message just
before he vanished.

He told of strange met-
allic objscts hoverin
over him, orbiting an
following him.

Qutiside official Gov-
ernment investigators, Mr
Valentich is the only per-
son to have been allowed
to listen to that message.

PILOT

The Department of
Transoort and NASA
officials have investigated
the disappearance.

The report says the
young pilot’s blue and
white single - engined
Cegsna crashed and sank
somewhere in Bass Strait.

Mr Cameron said de-
tailed charts were now
being drawa up by a local
seaman who sald he had

. seen the planes,
¥ claims 'he was

The seaman would navi.
gate the boat to be used
for the salvage operatiom

“We don't know yet
exactly how deep the
planes are in the water,
but I understand we will
have to use a diving bell,”
Mr Cameron said.

He sald he also had
seen photographs said to
have been taken of the
planes.

They were now in
America.

- Omne, according to the

man said to have taken

‘them, had the same

markings and color of
the Valentich Cessna.

The doors were sald to
be closed and no bhody
could be seen inside Lhe
cockpit,

! 4
b

H|r man
guilty
of judge
murder

From BOB MacDONALD

NEW YORK, Wed.
— Convicted hit-man
Charles Harrelson
was found guilty to-
day of the murder of
“Maximum John."”

“Maximum Jchn" was
Texan .Judfe John Waod,
who earned the nickname
for his record of tough
sentences in drug cases.

A  jury . agreed that
Harrelson took $250,000
to  shoot. the  judge for
gambler Jimmy Cha, ra.
who was facing trial
fore Judge Wood on urug‘
charges.

Harrelson, 44, who al-'
legedly boasted that he
*never killed a person
whno was undeserving of
it,” showed ne emotion at
the verdict which could

carry two life sentences.

He plans to appeal and'
told reporters: “This is|
Just a necessary step m
the progressipn of things.”

WIFE

His wifs, Jo Ann Starr, |
41, and Chagtas wife,
Elizab beth, 28, were found
gmlty of consptracy
! ss;a. 39, already ser-
v-lng years for drug
offences faces a separate

for the murder.

His brother, Joseph, 39,
a lawyer who mostly rep-
,resented defendants in big
drug cases, had previous-

oy k-
n
testified for the Govern- |
ment ngainst Harrelson.
shootmg of Jud; gﬁe

was the ﬂrcf murdn— anf a




. BUREAU OF AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION
. MELBOURNE FIELD OFFICE

MINUTE

V116/823/1047

NOTE FOR FILE

Mr Guido Valentich (GMH, Tel, 647 2343) telephoned 0900 15/12/82
to advise that a Mr Ronald Cameron a freelance cameramen, of 7 Roulston Court,
Noble Park telephone 795 05%8, had spoken to him,

2 The subject was the identification and raising of C182 VH-DSJ, in

which Mr Valentich's son went missing in Oectober 1978, The cameraman claimed

to Mr Valentich "they" had pinpointed three aireraft wrecks "in the area"

- presumably between Cape Otway and King Island - about 5 miles apart, "They"
intended to identify which aircraft was DSJ and to raise it, having obtained a
salvage licence, as all the aircraft were a "certain distance away from the coast",

3 Apparently a story will appear in the Herald tonight or tomorrow night
containing speculation that the aircraft had $300,000 on board. Possibly the idea
of the article was to obtain sponsorship for the lifting project.

4 Mr Valentich was concerned that the stories might be too distorted and
cause him concern,

5 He claimed he wanted to know the true cause of the accident,

6 I advised Mr Valentlch would "think" on the matter and call him in a
day or s0. — Pow pm fseso {”)/GL

7 Central Office,(woodwa.rd)a.nd R.D. advised of reports.

DA.2529
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[ DESP T HED |

AR |

| PROCEDURE 0 l

Deaxr Sir,

Attached please find an Airveraft Accident Investigation Summaxy
Report covering the disappearance of Cessna 182 L aircraft VH=DS8J, which
was being operated by your company on the night of the disappearance.

As per normal procedure, a copy of the report has been given to
the owner of the aireraft, the Coroner, and to the next of kin of the pilot,

Yours faithfully,

i ek

for DIRECTOR

THE MANAGER

SOUTHERN AIR SERVICES
NORTHERN AVENUE

MOORABBIN AIRPORT VIC 3192
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DESS TAHED
DATE DESPATCHED
1 4 WA 1982

Dear Sir, PROCEDURE /M

=

Please find attached an Aireraft Accident Investigation Summary
Report covering the disappearance of Cessna 182 L aireraft VH=DSJ, when
piloted by lr Frederick Valentich, on the night of 21 October 1976.

As per normal procedure, a copy of the report has been given to
the airoraft owner, and operator, and to the father of the missing pilot.

Yours faithfully,

s
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DATL LLSPATCHED

1 A 1982

Ly W
|

PROCEDURE () \\

Deaxr Dx Day,

Please find attached an Alircraft Accident Investigation Summary
Report, touching on the disappearance of Cessna 182 L alrveraft VH-DSJ, of
which you were the registered owner at the time of the disappearance,

Copies of the report are being made available to the operator,
the Coroner, and the father of the pilot, as per normal procedure,

Yours faithfully,

of koo

for DIRECTOR

DR C, DAY
33 RESERVE ROAD
BEAUMARIS VIC 3193
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Dear Mr Valentich,

Please find attached an Aireraft Accident Investigation Summaxy
Romt,owujngthomamotco-mWZLairmﬂ,mwmm
your son was piloting at the time,

copiuotthcropoctmbdngndoamhbhtothoomtor,
theowofthndmatt,andtoth.Cm,ummlm.

Yours faithfully,

b

for DIRECTOR

MR G, VALENTICH
18 ARVERN AVENUE
AVONDALE HEIGHTS VIC 3034
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Ref M116/783/1047

Director, Vic-Tas Region

ACCIDENT INVOLVING MISSING ATRCRAFT VH-DSJ
ON 21 OCTOBER 1978

Arising from the investigation of this occurrence,
an Aircraft Accident Investigation Summary Report has
been produced and approved for release. Copies of the
Summary Report are attached and should be provided to
the aircraft owner, the operator, the father of the

missing pilot and the Coroner.
,}B(LM Q \'{ ’JQLL& \

(J.C. Hopkins)
for Assistant Secretary
(Air Safety Investigation)

o Copies m *;_QW{ e Lcspc_ i d tQATwH:lcp(. D.0.7.1983
e k2CA (2 (5
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L Refor No.
: COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT o &

£2/ AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REPORT V116/783/1047

Publication of this report is outhorised by the Secretary under the provisions of Air Navigation Regulations 28] (1)

1. LOCATION OF OCCURR

Height a.m.s.l. Date Time (Local) Zone
Not known - 21,10,78 Not known EST
2. THE AIRCRAFT
Moke ond Model Registration Certificate of Airworthiness
Cessna 182L VH-DSJ Valid from 14 February 1968
Cowificate of Registration issved o Operstor Degree of domage 1o sircraft
{{ . Cephus Day, SAS Southern Air Services, Not known
33 Reserve Road, Northern Avenue, Oler property demaged
Beaumauris, Victoria Moorabbin Airport, Victoria
Defects discovered
3. THE FLIGHT
Lost or intended deporture point Time of deporture Next point of intended landing Purpose of flight Cless of speration
Moorabbin 1819 hours King Island Travel Private
4. THE CREW .
Nome Status Age Class of licence Howrs on type | Total hours Degres of injury
2 L Not 150
Frederick VALENTICH Pilot 20 Private Presumed Fatal
known |( Approx.)

5. OTHER PERSONS (All passengers and persons injured on ground)

Nome Status Degree of injury Name Status Degree of injury .

| F.

6. RELEYANT EVENTS

The pilot obtained a Class Four instrument rating on 11 May 1978 and he was therefore authorised
to operate at night in visual meteorological conditions (VMC), On the afternoon of 21 October 1978 he attended
the Moorabbin Briefing Office, obtained a meteorological briefing and, at 1723 hours, submitted a flight plan
for a night VMC flight from Moorabbin to King Island and return, The cruising altitude nominated in the flight
plan was below 5000 feet, with estimated time intervals of 41 minutes to Cape Otway and 28 minutes from
Cape Otway to King Island, The total fuel endurance was shown as 300 minutes, The pilot made no arrange-
ments for aerodrome lighting to be illuminated for his arrival at King Island, He advised the briefing officer
and the operator's representative that he was uplifting friends at King Island and took four life jackets in the
aircraft with him, '

The aircraft was refuelled to capacity at 1810 hours and departed Moorabbin at 1819 hours, After
departure the pilot established two-way radio communications with Melbo_ume Flight Service Unit (FSU).

The pilot reported Cape Otway -at 1900 hours and the next transmission received from the aircraft
was at 1906:14 hours, The following communications bet ween the aircraftand Melbourne FSU were recorded
from this time: (Note: The word/words in brackets are open to other interpretations,)

TIME FROM TEXT
1906:14 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this is DELTA SIERRA JULIET is there any known
traffic below five thousand
:23 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known traffic
:26 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I am seems (to) be a large aircraft below

five thousand
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6. RELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)

TIME FROM TEXT
46 FSU DD DELTA SIERRA JULIET what type of aircraft is it
:50 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET I cannot affirm it is four bright it seems to me like
landing lights
1907:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
:32 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE this (is) DELTA SIERRA JULIET the aircraft has just passed over
over me at least a thousand feet above
143 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and it it is a large aircraft confirm
47 VH-DSJ er unknown due to the speed it's travelling is there any airforce aircraft in the
vieinity
67 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET no known aircraft in the vicinity
1908:18 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE it's approaching now from due east towards me
:28 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
142 // open microphone for two seconds //
49 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET it seems to me that he's playing some sort of game he's
flying over me two three times at a time at speeds I could not identify
1909:02 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what is your actual level
:06 VH-DSJ my level is four and a half thousand four five zero zero
11 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET and confirm you cannot identify the aircraft
114 VH-DSJ affirmative
:18 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger standby
:28 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE DELTA SIERRA JULIET it's not an aircraft it is // open microphone
for two seconds //
146 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE can you describe the er aircraft
1909:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET as it's flying past it's a long shape // open microphone
for three seconds // (cannot) identify more than (that it has such speed) // open
microphone for 3 seconds // before me right now Melbourne
1910:07 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger and how large would the er object be
:20 VH~DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE it seems like it's stationary what I'm
doing right now is orbiting and the thing is just orbiting on top of me also it's got
a green light and sort of metallic (like) it's all shiny (on) the outside
43 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET




JO8 C
GﬂELEVANT EVENTS (cont'd)
TIME FROM TEXT
48 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET // open microphone for 5 seconds // it's just vanished
57 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
1911:03 VH-DSJ MELBOURNE would you know what kind of aircraft I've got is it (a type) military
aircraft
:08 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET confirm the er aircraft just vanished
14 VH-DSJ SAY AGAIN
B o) FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET is the aircraft still with you
:23 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET (it's ah nor) // open microphone 2 seconds // (now)
approaching from the southwest
:37 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
:52 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET the engine is is rough idling I've got it set at twenty three
twenty four and the thing is (coughing)
1912:04 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET roger what are your intentions
:09 VH-DSJ my intentions are ah to go to King Island ah Melbourne that strange aircraft is

hovering on top of me again // two seconds open microphone // it is hovering and
it's not an aircraft

122 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET
:28 VH-DSJ DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE // 17 seconds open microphone //
49 FSU DELTA SIERRA JULIET MELBOURNE

There is no record of any further transmissions from the aircraft,

The weather in the Cape Otway area was clear with a trace of stratocumulus cloud at 5000 to 7000
feet, scattered cirrus cloud at 30000 feet, excellent visibility and light winds. The end of daylight at
Cape Otway was at 1918 hours,

The Alert Phase of SAR procedures was declared at 1912 hours and, at 1933 hours when the aircraft
did not arrive at King Island, the Distress Phase was declared and search action was commenced. An
intensive air, sea and land search was continued until 25 October 1978, but no trace of the aircraft was found,

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

The reason for the disappearance of the aircraft has not been determined,

Approved for Pt

(A.R. Woodward)
R u”w . Delegate of the Secretary 27. . 1993
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V116/783/1047 i !

MR, J. WEST PH.D l : 0{@_,
93 WARRY STREET = g
FORT VALLEY QID, 4006

Dear lMr, Vest,

I refer to your letter of 25 December 1981 concerning the accident
to Cesana 182 aircraft VH-DSJ, on 21 October 1978,

It is confirmed that this Department is conducting an investigation
into the accident under the provisions of the Air Navigation Regulations.
The fundamental objective of our accident investigation activity is the
prevention of accidents in the future. It is not the purpose of this
activity to determine or apportion blame or liability, nor are the investigations
conducted with a view to the needs of potential litigants or other parties
having interests outside the accident prevention objective. It is considered
that the interests of parties concerned with matters other than accident
prevention can be adequately served by their normal ability to obtain access
to witnesses and by consultation with expert opinion available outside the
Department.

Nevertheless, it is our practice, at the conclusion of the
investigation of a significant accident or where an investigation brings to
light information considered to have safety education value, to produce an
Adrcraft Accident Investigation Summary Report and make copies available to
relevant parties. The decision as to whether or not a summary report will
be produced cannot be made until the investigation is completed but, at
this stage, the lmown circumstances of the accident to VH-DSJ suggest that

production of such a report, and release of copies to parties having direct
concern with the accident, is likely.

Because it is necessary to ensure that the technical investigation
is in sufficient depth to satisfy the accident prevention objective, and
because of the competing demands of subsequent investigations which camnot
wait upon completion of work already in hand, it is not unusual for our
investigations to be extended over what may appear to be & considerable
period of time. The investigation into the accident to VH-DSJ has not yet
been completed and, at this stage, it is not possible to estimate a completion
date with any degree of certainty.

osf2




Jes/vB 28/1/82

/ However, please be advised that it is not Departmental policy
to release transcripts of communications between aircraft and ground
stations,

Please also note there is no unofficial explanation of what
happened to the airceraft. The kmown facts will be included in the report
if the decision is made to release one.

Yours sincerely,

5/ ,./L,Jaml

SANDERCOCK —
for DIRECTOR
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The Plight Control Officer, John West Ph,D
Tullamarine Airport, 93,Warry St,
Victaria, Fort Valley,
Brisbane,Qld,
4006, ]
T 25,12.81
(07)52208
Re Frederick Valentich 7 AN 82
Dear Sir,

I am compiling a report on the above named pilot,who as you
will be aware disappeared on a routine flight between Melbourne
and King Island in Oct 1978,

Your co-operation insofar as I would appreciate an offiecial
transcript copy of the conversation which occured during that
particular flight,between Melbourne flight control and
Valentich,

I would also appreciate the official and perhaps um-official
explanation of what did happen to Valentich on that particular
flight,as was observed by flight controllers on that evening in
question,

In anticipation of your co-operation I am respectively,

Yours-Faithfully,
John West,Ex-Director Unidentified Flying

INLESTICATION

ObjectApe tre, ydn(;Eljtjﬁg‘
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. A AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATION MINUTE l05
' To From Regional reference Registry use only
As(s1) D.y V.T.R, v116/783/1047

Subject

Date of despatch
MISSING AIRCRAFT : CESSNA 1821, VH-DSJ, 21 OCTOBER 1978

2.0 0CT 1981

Attached is the report on the investigation of this occurrence

2. Matters arising — The pilot's unusual description of events surrounding his flight was
mmmqmwtholudmmwmtum;muuquﬂdm
were distributed by news outlets around the world., I/is immediate family were subjected '
umwmmmmmummhmuuum

| w&m#tham't&hof pilots envivorment and personal problems will ever

i owWn,

Se The Region does not intend to take any further aetion in this matter unless
positive factual evidence is obtained,

1.5 SMOITH
19 /10 /1981 for Director

NOTE: Matters arising should include Regional comments on at least the following — (a) action taken or intended by
the Regional Office; (b) recommendations for consideration in Central Office; and (c) matters on which the
parties involved have or will be informed.

D.o.T. 1625 (Rev. 8/77)
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Commonwealth of Australia AIRCRAFT ACC|DENT INVESTIGATION Reference No.
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT SUMMARY REPORT V116/785/1047|
1. LOCATION OF ACCIDENT.
Height o.m.s.1. (ft) Date Time (Local) Zone W
liot lmown R/A 21,10,78 | 19
2. THE AIRCRAFT
Make gnd Model 1821' Epg1’n5'run"'é"ll A‘,:r\-_,;riic:;:,s 14 I‘M 1968

Certificate af Registration issued to (name and address)

Operdtor (name ond oddress) Degree of damoge to aircraft
5 ’ iis
5’ Rm M. Igm l&m. Other property damoged
 BEAUIURIS, VIC, 3193 2~ | Moorsbbin Adwport, MANTONZ. | = wynn
Pelects discavered
| Adreraft not located,
|
3. THE FLIGHT
Last or intended departure point Time of departure Next int of intended landing Purpose of flight Class of cperation
lloorabbin Adirport 1819 King Island Travel Trivate
4. THE CREW
Name Status Age Clase of licence Hours on type | Total hours Degree of injury
ot In ot
Fredericl
VALENTICH Pilot 20 Private kmotin 1955 (missing
5. OTHER PERSONS (ol passengers and persons injured on ground
Name Status Degree of injury ~___Name Status Degree of injury

6. RELEVANT EVENTS

At 1723 hours on 21 Octobexr 197€ the pilot of Vii=DSJ lodged a flight plan at loorabbin
Briefing Office for a Private Night VIiC flight, below 5000 feet, to King Island via Cape
Otweay and return lioorabbin, Aerodrome lighting at King Island was not requested, The
airveraft wes refuelled to capasity and deperted loorabbin at 1819 hours, At 1900329 the
pilot reported at Cape Otway to Melbourme Flight Service, At 1906314 hours the pilot asked
Melbourne Flight Sexvice of lmown traffie, There was none, The pilot ihen described the
nanoeuvres of another aireraft or objeet in and about his immediatelyleinity wntil 1912:28
hours when transmissions from Vi=DSJ ceased, lio further commmications were received from
the airoraft, The Distress FPhase was declared at 1953 hours when VH-DSJ failed to arrive
at King Island and an extensive air, sea and pround search was immediately initiaced, The
search action was terminated at 1900 hours on 25 October 1970, when all divers:  efforts

mm:olmhwmainfmﬂudﬂu of the aircraft and
oceupant.

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

ot deternmined - aircraft missing.

D.o.T. 14%9A (Rev. 8/77)
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8. CHARTS, DIAGRAMS, OR SKETCHES
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10. AIRCRAFT DATA

vi6/183/1047

Page

i

AIRCRAFT HISTORY

Maint, Release lssued

204,10,78

Current Until

19410.79

Was it Yalid at time
of Accident?

(x] Yes Ono

If no, State reason

Engine Make and Model

Continental O=470Ci

Propeller/Rotor Moke and Model

leCauley C/S

2A34c661

Operating Time (hrs) Maisr Def
Defective C ' Type of Inspactio 2)Se Beiath
Wl e Total Since Overhoul [Since Inspection) " e Report No.
AIRCRAFT DAMAGE — List the priricipol components which were domoged in of as a result of the accident
describe the mode of domage ond indicate degree and couse of damage to each component by inserting / s
| (impact) F (fire) or O (other) in appropriate R.H, Column, |IF REPAIRABLE, WHAT |S ESTIMATE OF COST?
Component Mode of Damage Destroyed Subst- Minor
PRnAn g y ontial

COLLISION ACCIDENT (other aircraft details)

Registration

Make and madel

|Owner

Dgmage to Aircraft

AIRCRAFT CONTROLS AND EQUIPMENT

Recording Tachometer

Oth
Type a Wheels D Floats D Skids D Amphibious (do:;fibe}
Londing Gear
Selector Position Indicater Position
Position El Fixed D Up D Down D Transit
Amount S etrical Selectar Posi I Positi
w‘_ng ths D Up D Down u memYas D No electar Fosition ndicator Position
Amount Indicator Position
Rudder D Fixed DNnu!rqi D Left D Right
Amount Indicator Position
Trim Tabs Elevater D Fixed DNeuan D Up D Down ®
Amount Indicator Position
i § Up Down
Aileron D Fixed DNnunul (P or §) (P or §)
Port Engine Centre Engine Starboard Engine
Fuel Selector Positions

hours

ANO 20.18
Equipment

Instruments

Electrical

] e
[ Limited IFR

Be] night v

[ ver

D Unknown

D IFR
D Limited IFR

Night YMC
O ver

D Unknown

Other significant positions ar recordings

Do.T.~ 149D (Rev

. B/77)
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AIRCRAFT DATA
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10. AIRCRAFT DATA (Cont'd)

V116/785/1047

File Page

d

FORWARD FUSELAGE LONGITUDINAL DEFORMATION

NOTE:

If fuselage is substantially intact however deformed, select the point on it now furthest forward, describe it and measure the distance along or
parallel to the normal lengitudinal axis of the aircraft from this point to the frant of the pilot's seat when fully forward,

Description of Point (this may alsc be indicated in photogrophs ot Section 10)

Distance
.
(mm)
Remarks.
i1, FLIGHT CREW DATA
PlLOT'IN‘COMMAND Nationality Licence No. and type

{Surnamn and initials)

VALENTICH, Fo

Australian

Datj#capce expires 1979

Occupation

Shop Assistant

PPL
Daote of birth
9 June 1958

Licence endorsed for this aireraft

[x] Yes [ v

Aeroplane 1st Class Class ] Class 3 Closs 5§ None
INSRRUMENT " BATING Rotorcraft 2nd Closs Class 2 Class 4 x Unknown
INSTRUCTOR RATING A B G Neone Unknown
AGRICULTURAL RATING Class 1 Class 2 None Unknown
PILOT EXPERIENCE (hours) Toral Robt rwio aare Last 09 dvs SPECIAL EXPERIENCE (enter total hours

or unknown against any significant items)

Fixed Wing

(in excess of 150 houxrs)

u/x

Agricultural Instrument

Rotary Wing Instruction Night flying

This type of aircraft Uf‘ UIK n/x Gliding Simulator
LAST PROFICIENCY CHECK LICENCE RESTRICTIONS (specify) Tobting Ly

Dote 8 Moy 1m

Tvee Pop issue Class 4

rating.
D Unknown DNoi relevant

.

Demonstration

Was pilot wearing corrective
spectacies at time of accident?

T e

CONTROL SEAT OCCUFIED Front x Rear Lefy ' Right Unknown
DUAL CONTROLS AVAILABLE| Elevater Aileron Ruddar Throttle Steering Brakes
OTHER PILOT Nationality Licence Neo. and type Date licence expires
(Surname and ‘initicls)
Qccupation Date of birth Licence endorsed for this aircraft
Aeroplaone 1st Class Closs 1 Closs 3 Closs § None
INSTRUMENT RATING Rotarcraft nd ATP Class 2 Closs 4 Unknown
INSTRUCTOR RATING A 8 C None Unknown
AGRICULTURAL RATING Class 1 Closs 2 None Unknown
PILOT EXPERIENCE (hours) Total L oat il ydinra Loat:00 doys SPECIAL EXPERIENCE (enter total hours

or unknown against any significant items)

Fixed Wing Agricultural Instrument
Rotary Wing Instruction Night flying
This type of aircraft Gliding Simuletor
LAST PROF|ICIENCY CHECK LICENCE RESTRICTIONS (specify) Testing Command

Date

Type

D Unknewn ‘:I Not relevant

Demenstration

Was pilot wearing corrective
spectacles ot time of accident?

s Tl

CONTROL SEAT OCCUPIED

Frant Rear

Left Right

Unknown

DUAL CONTROLS AVAILABLE

Elevator Aileran

Rudder Thrott|e

Brokes

Steering

D.o.T. 149F (Rev. B/77)
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File Page
12. FLIGHT DATA v116/783/1047 6
FLIGHT PLAN
D Lodged at Time (hrs) Was approval required Was approval obtained
o loorabbin 1723 Yer (] no =] o o
Fiom Fo Vi Cape Otway and NGT
Hoorabbin Hoorabbin King Island [1wr [w¥5¢ [ vee
EET (Mins) Endurance (Mins) Cons. rate Height (ft) X i T_
m [:l NOSAR
SARTIME (hrs) To w Facility :
Com. Frequencies Radio-Nav.
VI NARCO CCM11A, HF REXITR-5D ARC 5214
Emergency equipment (describe)
Four life jackets
13. METEOROLOGICAL DATA
METEOROLOGICAL BRIEFING (attach copy of forecast if relevant) _
Other (describe) i Source of met. information
r__l None lj Route forecast
[;] In person l_i] Terminal forecast Wfblu mm
D By telephone [i] Area forecast
METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS AT ACCIDENT SITE Aceident site not lmown, e .
Cloud amount/type Base a.m.s.l. Visibility E] Day D Night Wind velocity Temperature
kilomet .=
i [] pawn [] pusk 50
14. LOAD DATA
AIRCRAFT WEIGHT (ka) AIRCEAFT CENTRE OF GRAVITY
[:> Take off Landing Datum
LIMITS
1 1270 Front face of fivewall (Stagion 0,0)
5, " Weight (kg) How established Forward Aft
ireraft basic weight " aft of
{includes empty weight, oil LIMITS [:> 47
and removable equipment) m 1 n‘. m “
Flight crew (No. PM ..... <) “.5 W 1 Position at last take off Unknown
Passengers (No........ B e ain iy ) Position at accident ]il Unknown
Baggege (Pieces MOE. lnowm) AGRICULTURAL HOPPER LOAD
Freight (Pieces 11O known,) Contents (describe) "y
or Hopper contents
Fuel (litres) ’18 ) m.‘ Flt, lanual
Load at impact (kg)
|| Weighed D Estimated
Weight at last take off 1052,1 Dstimated ] Reported D
. E far ——
Eualitoad dedictions Discharge valve position
: Dump effected Ii yes, amount (%)
Weight at accident m e B No

/A

LOADING CONTROL (describe briefly unsatisfactory features of loading control such as miscalculations, inadequate load security, improperly
consigned dangerous goods etc.)

D.0.T. 149G (Rev. 8/77)
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13. METEOROLOGICAL DATA

14. LOAD DATA




| ¥ Lt 17. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS v\i“:‘j}?a)/1o47]:mge 7
| i SN

NARRATIVE (give o concise chronological account of the sequence of events)

At 1723 hours on 21 October 1978, lir, Frederick Valentich lodged a flight

| plan at Moorabbin Briefing Office, for a Private Hight VIiC flight, in V=DSJ, to
King Island via Cape Otway and retumm to lMoorabbin, at altitudes below 5000 feet,
ETD lNoorabbin was specified as 1745 hours with estimated time intervals of 41
nimutes to Cape Otway and 26 mimutes to King Island, Fuel endurance was shown at
300 minmutes, He discussed the weather forecasis with the lMoorabbin Briefing Officer,
but he did not make any request for aerodrome lighting to be switched om for his

., axrivel at King Island, It was established that King Island Flight Sexrvice Unit

! had elosed, therefore it would be necessaxy to cancel SAL to lelbourne Flight Service

‘ by telephone on arwival, He told the Briefing Officer he was going to King Island

, to piek up passengers, he was not certain of how many, but would telephone lelbourne

m@tsm“uwmmmlllaﬂnmumnotwmSABwatchbofon .

leaving King Island,

At 1810 hours the aireraft wes refuelled to capacity. The pilet did not
| leave the aireraft during refuelling and the aireraft departed Moorabbin at 1819
\ hours, Two=way radio commmications were then established with Melbourne Flight
| Service who were responsible for maintaining a commmications and SAR wateh on the
. . adrcraft during the course of its flight,

: At 1900:29 hours the pilot of VH-DSJ weported position as Cape Otway and at
i 1906314 hours the pilot asked Melbourme Flight Service for lmown traffic below 5000
! feet, He was told there waes no known traffie., The pilot then proceeded to describe
in detail the verious manoceuvres ofapparently another aiveraft oxr flying device
operating in elose vieinity to his aireraft. During the course of his description ‘
he stated his altitude to be 4500 feet and at 1911:52 hours he reported that the
engine of VH=DSJ wes running rough but he intended to continue to King Island, |
Melbourne Flight Service declaxed the Alert Phase and initiated action to recall a
King Islend Flight Sexvice officer to duty and activate King Island Airport
Imexrgency Procedures,

At 1912128 hours commmications from VHeDSJ ceased abruptly and no further
| commmnications were received, The Disiress Phase was declared at 1935 hours when
| the aireraft failed to axrive at King Islend and an extensive ground sea and air

search vas immediately initiated, The search action was terminated at 1900 hours 1
; on 25 October 1978, after divers and widespread seorch efforts failed to locate any 1
| wreckace or information of the whereabouts of the aireraft and its occupant.

D.o.T. 149K (Rev.8/77) 17. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS




8. ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSE vlu;'g/';es/wn &

N (state coltwcrsefy the reasons underlying the opinions described in Section 7 of this report, aond indicate why this
opinion is preferred to the possible alternotives.)

JUSTIFICATIO

The available evidence indicates that the pilot, Frederick Valentich was
rapidly rumning out of time., Ie had tcld his family, girlfriend and asscciates,
that he only had one subject left to pass to gain his Commercial Pilot licence and
he was cuwrrently going to instructional elasses twice a week to study that subject.
His {ather was assisting him finaneially to obtain his commercial licence,

The names of the ground training organisations he was attending were not
established,

On two ocecasions he sat for and failed all five CPL subjects and during
July 1978, sat for three CPL subjects and failed them,

He had penetrated Sydney Control Zome during a flight in July 1976, and
just prior to this flight he had received a counselling letter from the lew
South Wales Hegicn.

Prior to this flight, Valentich had made known his intention to fly to
King Island for scome time and it was generally believed by his family, girlfriend
and his immediate acquaintances that the purpcse of the flight was to bring back
crayfish,

However, he told the Uperator and the lMoorabbin Briefing Officer that the
purpose of the flight was to bring back passengers. There any
pagsengers at King Islasnd waiting for him to piek up, Nexr
for erayfish other than one crayfish, from a member of the
He did not order erayfish from King Island priox to the flight and as it happened
at that time, no erayfish were available at = Island,

He told his girlfriend he would meet her at 1930 hours, s tife he could not
possibly keep., He told his fathexr he would be home after return from King Island,

ile did not request aerodrome lighting ot King Island for his arrival, but
he was aware that King Island Flight Service Unit had closed, It seems poscsible
that he may not heve had any intention of proceeding to King Island,

. His girlfriend has stated that he perspired profusely and his voice
changed in any uwnexpected or out of the oxdinary situation.

It was particularly noticed while monitoring the recorded sommunications
containing his detailed description of the other vehicles' manceuvres that his
voice remained 'matter of fact' and completely normal,

If it had been the pilot's intention to disappear, a number of directions
of travel were open to him to maintain commmications for the period he did while
operating below 5000 feet. (See VHF Coverage Chart, Page ).

However, it is unlikely that such a document would have been awvailable to
him and his possible tragking directions would be limited to known coverage arecs.

lied the flight proceeded as planned and the airoraft did erash into the
sea it is most probable that wreckage would have been sighted, The aircraft
disappeared without trace and no wreckage was located or information received
concerning the whereabouts of the aircraft and its occupant, It therefore is not
possible to determine the cause of the disappearance but it seems likely that the
aircraft did not crash in the sea between Cape Otway and King Island,

D.o.T. 149L (Rev. 8/77) 18. ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSE




19. ACCIDENT PREVENTION

V116/783/1047

—_

Page

(Describe the lessons to be learned from this accident.)

/A

20. ATTACHMENT CHECK LIST

Lx_] Withess statement (No.cv.cieenneiiiiiirann, ) 'x; Flight plon | ] Dio.T. 461
Investigator's notes (No.....c.ccovevianensnns ) = Meteoralogical repor D.o.T, 462
x| 8
i;l Transcript of communications i_l D.o.T. 225 r Autopsy report

Special report (describe)

I-I;toewzlogicn Analysis = H.l(, Stibbs

Water/0il Sample Analysis = R.A, Cummins,
Department of Defence

Other (describe)

Hadex Aspects = M,J. Harwood

Humen Factors Aspecis - Dy, B.J, lahony,
AVHP

21. PARTICIPATION IN THE INVESTIGATION

Nome Affiliation _ﬂl Wreckage security provided by r;/,\
POG. Gm’ Imu@m m Chm { Name af first |||vel‘!|\]a;r_'-i‘ reach s:!:-
SeGe Spinks Assisting Investigator in | n/A
A.G. m w as ;
J.c. w W. [ Date/time of arrival {local)
I.5. Smith | /A
!

22. INVESTIGATION RESPONSIBILITY

Name of officer responsible Signature

I.8, SIOT™H

: Designation l
|

AQSQS.U. l

| |

12,10,81

D.o.T.149M (Rev. 8/77) 19. ACCIDENT PREVENTION — 22, INVESTIGATION RESPONSIBILITY




INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE v{16/783/1047 P"'IO

Subject

HMISSING AIRCRAFT, VHeDSJ, 21 OCTUBER 1978

1.

2e

Je
de
Se

Ge

Te

Je

10.

liogan is in Airy Training Corp so he kmows Valentieh,
Arrived briefing office at 5.15 aproximately.

(a) weather enroute for 1I/VIIC, le didn't know much about 1/1C
requirvements, lle asked if scattered SC at 3000 was (I,

(v) no request for lights, and

(e) going to pick up passengers and he didn't lmow how many, IHe
would »ing ML with details of PUD and SAR EX K,I,

Valentich appeared to be in normal frame of nind,
o ETD E, I, Vould advise Il fyom K.I.

S/R %o E.I, Homukodult.l.mom. Since closed he told Valentich that
SAR would be to 1. by phone,

Did nothing about lights and didn't discuss lights with Valentich, Valentich
did not mention lights,

After Valentich left, Hogan went for a drive around the tarmae and thinks he
saw Valentich texying VHe/DD to Schutt's taxmae, Ie is not sure that it was
Valentich,

Personally he considers Valentiech would be an average pilot and of average
maturity, Vasn't exceptional in any way.

Doesn't lmow w2t his deinking and smoking habits were. llo close social
contact.

lo mention of UFOs,.

Folle GRANMANM

24.,10,78

D.o.T.1572 (Rev.3/77) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE Vl‘rg}'IBB/‘lOﬂ 11

Subject

MOORABEIN REFUELLING

Rang Tysons 90=6T709
ViieDSJ was vefuelled on 21,10,78 at 18.10 by Ron Tysen.

247 litres of 80/87
1 litre o0il
Filled to brim, Young chap as pilot did not get out of aireraft, Ileft
immediately - saw no more.

Jet fuel is kept in quarantine so it has tc be unlocked, IHe used same
tanker to refuel many other aircraft in previous three hours so no chance of
incorrect fuel,

Dl
Log Book After the pilot obtains his licence he cannot leave
his log book at S.leSe

: e of Told S.l.5. he was picking up three passengers but
%‘ they believe he was getting crayfish,
HeBe SelleSe do not allow crayfish to be caxried
in their aircraft.

e Flight Uot sure but thinks same night probably so that no
one would see the crays,

Davaids ADP
Vip

P,

Pe GRAHAM
DIVESTIGATOR

D.o.T.1572 (Rev.3/77) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE




INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE W1Fé'}783/1047 E 12

Subject

JISSING AIRCEAIT, Vii=DSJ s 21 CCTCEIR 1978

; liotes of a conversation with the 0,1.C, King Island on 24,10,78 (Brian
Jones ).

He was on duty from 0800=1500 on Satuxday.

At 1500 he put thwough a elosing request to 1L FS, stating lights out
as no planmed flights due and no request for lights,

He was pulled cut of the golf elub by the IML SOC about 19,15 after the
aircraft had reported engine probleuns,

e put th. airfield lights on at 19,35.

At the same time his assistant, Graeme Suyth had just arrived to also
put the lights on for a departing Cessna 402 aircraft, Vii-iCT which had been held
up for passengers.

VH=iiCT was then used for a gquick search around the Island with Graeme
Smyth as an observer from 20,00 to 20,25, liothing sighted. Veather absolutely
clear with unlimited visibility.

Vii=lDil arrived at about 1800 howrs with a band and was due to depaxrt about
0300 the next moxming. They have an agent who has a key for the lights,

Vi=-rDll was used for a quiek seaxch at 1000 feet at 20,00 hours to 20,55
hours with Brian Jones as an observer, Could see the Cape Otway lights flashing
from the lighthouse as well as all the Island lights., Ixcellent visibility with
a clear sky. lio cloud and very starry, l‘any fishing boats around the Island had
their lights on and ecould be seen for miles,

The noxmal system for lights is for either the pilot or for Flight Sexrvice
to ring up beforehand and book them. There had been no request for lights,

Uas spoken to the cray fishermen and none were oxdered for that night.
In faet they had sold out in the afternoon and did not have any left,

The pilot had not booked into the liotel,

They do not recognise the name of the pilot but the aircraft has been dowm
to {ing Island before,.

AoGe HARLIS
DIVESTIGATOR

Do.T.1572 (Rev.3/77) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE




INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE “12}-785/1047 Page 13

Subject

IRe CoPe DAY 3 KING ISIAND

7

I e R R .

- e is not eray fishing until next week,

- Last went oray fishing June *'78,

- Cannot remember who he sells ocrays to and the name Valentich means nothing,

= llo phone eall from Valentich ordexring crays and if he had rung there were
no erays available fyom him,

= Umsual for one to expect crays at that time of night but if they had been
ordered there would be no problem,

AG, HARHIS
DIWWESTIGATOR

24,10,78

D.O.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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Subject

Mi, K, leCRAVLEY

Kevin lieCrawley,
liess Officex,

ATC 1 Mess 328-3704
lome 458=1119

I spoke to lr, X, leCrawley on 24,10,78 econcerning the repoxrt from
iw, G, Valentich, (father of the missing pilot), that his son was going to
King Island to pick up lobsters for the Mess, e told me that the less had
not ordered any erays, however, members may have made private arrangements
and he would cheek it ocut that night.

¢, HeCrawley phoned me today and stated that S/lLdr Grandy had ordered

a cray if Frederick did go to King Island but there had not been any othex
firm oxdexs,

1,5, SIOITH
INVESTIGATCR

D.O.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 7{12?78}/10# i 15

CONVERSATION WITH VINCE ALFONSO

Vince Alfonso flew Vi-DSJ on Saturday 21.10.,78. He works as [LANE for Schutts
(90=3033) «

Caxrried out 2 Daily Inspection before 6,00 a.m,
Yent on flight !BeFrench Is-lt at 6,10 a.m,
Adroraft pericrmed CK,

There was a2 bit of a smell from heater but it disappeared after short time.
Considered normal,

On way bagk from French Island about 10 minutes from !B a passenger pointed
out fuel venting from EHS,

After landing the cap was out of the tank and hanging on the chain, le
reported it to S.A.S. but didn't enter it on meintenance release. On

Sunday he was at S,A.S, discussing the incident and found out that the
cap had been repaired pricr to Valentich depaxting,

Po GRAHAM
INVESTIGATCR

25.10,78

HOTE  Don Sowman is checking to find out if cap had been repaired prior to

Valentich departing,

D.0.T. P2/1572

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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Subject

PETER BARNETT s SBARCH AND RESCUE (10,36 HOURS, MONDAY 23 OCTOBER)

0il Sliek Sample

= FPishing boat from Apollo Bay delayed,

= Will not be able to rendevouzs with R.L.A.F, alveraft until after lunch,

« Will therefore not Imow if sample possible until later today.

AoGe HARRIS
IINVESTIGATOR

D.O.T. P2/1572

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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Subject

CAPTAIN E.R, BARNES 3 25.,10,78

Edwin Robey Barnes, Ceptain on G159 with Associated Airlines,
Algo ATC RAAF and therefore the eontact through Sqn Ldr, Grandy.
Instructed Fred in Nav and Aircraft Performance and recently 'IT,
llever flew with !‘rd.

Didn't drink much,

HMMMWMMWMMKI“MM%
ingorrect runway,

Fred was quiet until he got to kmow you.

Impression - Fred would have had a healthy approasch to flying
- no short euts.

UFO's - never menticned,
Fred had mentioned his helicopter ride at HZast Sale,
Monday 30,10,78 he is available, home ~ 3546944, work = 3792908,

Po GRAIAM
INVESTIGATCR

D.0.T. P2/1572

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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i T BTN, 5+ 12+ Vs 1 T

AlR SAFETY |NC|DENT REPORT B Q. NoL A 2,

Contrgl O No. vt i e A

4 0CT 1978

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit.

GHRr
. LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION.SAPE OTHAY-KING ISLAND pae R110,78 16%8 Time 0912
AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking . 0182 VE=D8J = ' oy OT: Name and Initials. VALENEIEH

BeA.8. : n
OWNER/OPERATOR... 222888 ooeeeoeieosvissssonssenssrssssesssesssn s JLIGHT CATEGORY:: (underline)
. 1%9_

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): |
. Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work
Beiae, AiIrirnft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo

FLIGHT: Last departure point....... NOORABB i First point of intended landing KING TSLAND Fie. No,........
When this report is submitted by a Departmental ofﬁcer enter Fault Report No. (if applicable)....
" DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and muﬂom

| AT 210819 VH DSJ DEPARTED momnolamxunmn. FLIGHT 70 KING ISLAND VIA
mm nmnmomom 'OTWAY PROCEEDING TO KING ISLAND. 1'1'0906

i _nmnmnmmn&;mmrmmm (mmeomwmrmscnm
:

m EVENTS THAT FOLLOWED,) AT 0912 THE PILOT REPORTED A ROUCH RUNNING MOTOR,
‘mn mmm. THE W m m Y\ mm mn THAT THE U,P.0, m

_mn m,mnm omm mmmmmm AT 0913 THE PS3
ommnmnmm mmmmm*mtmmwun REMAIN AT m
mn. lu m m.m or 09!8 AT 0933 (OPERATIONS m 'PHASE TO DISTRESS.

el oS T_ -

o BAGROe Pela RING. ..o DOBAGRALION. ASFBOF. v D@ 21/10/78 -
NOTE—If you desire an acknowledgement of this report, pleau ph? your name and address hereunder, If these details are not given,
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made.

A - -, - e S SRR B2 s P SN G S S

e A .. e f1Ons) Moty en / /
.For future referm it has been allocated No............ rirrirea e LA SR

R TR Yours faithfully
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT o1 T P At . e L]
/ Station.............. M ..............................

AIR SAFETY .fNCIDENT REPORT Reg. Off. }fo- ........................... Ll

Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. 1f more convenient it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit. \ \

LOCATION OR ROUTE SECTION. (A% 0TwAY=Kine I pawe. 21 6cr (97€Local Time = /F12-
AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking... G54 /FZ. VH D S T PILOT: Name and Initials. VALENTICH .
OWNER/OPERATOR .. S0 iGN, k. SERVICAS  FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VER —

b & £ IFR

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type): :
Regular Public Transport Charter L . Agriculture Aerial Work
Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo

FLIGHT: Last departure point.... ¢ 700FABL AL . ... First point of intended landing 4 /Vé. Z.. Fit. No.........
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fnult ROEEELRICE T RBRMCRININY. . . ioe 1 tsrerssesss oo egrassmmensssssrapansessesans %
DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions:

fNG‘-rM:"?xﬂvacrng S BULCLBET LTILE NG .

ode |

DAL 2 0&’/9 T VDT #ﬁmm S ol % et
/3‘,‘.4"0 LY. .VFI/N)/ A AT TR kuws- ALEAND . ps.r ﬁ’mhzm_b
44(# LLHAS.. T . RERC. LT, .. A T B ML LILANP. . Rl QIR - .

@ L. . 9065 DST. Keavesred. . /M;Mﬂérrw OLE . LN .. TRACELE-.
A RO S ACE... M. CONR... SEEC. LG TS, .\ THE.. ﬂwr...cwrawoa»

e S —— o —9?//{. MG LA LECrTeD
.. i ROVl funning.. P&aﬁgm WM THE. ATENT AR, I5...
ACRNT MG TR SN NECHNRN, o IV (Poiaidy RALo€r (VA SE ..

“MD%+M B, PR DRULE.. ?Hﬁﬂif—*ﬂm{ Plrcenuges.. RETIATEN

T ANG. 4ECAND..n I NG 1SAND FLIGUT Soevice vas ((scawen. T8 Doy

@/’7‘0‘?’«% RABID.... CONTTRET o L. SRET... 1. RET . Serce

T RRCENET.. LH0D..... PRISHONS ... KsPaRrzd.... SRV NG AT.. Y500 Fr,

: WP ANDI]
........... ALPL x AT Y. TIHE.. Lw#q'r A Fof CONTINUQUL. . SR YN CATION. .
W ‘14  MELOVRNE UG etr S'M VICE....en. 174:: BREA. .. . THUS... L7 Gae i

_ e ."""M AN EATIAE Qe SIS U TLTH LN
. THE DISTRESS. . LHAEE. MOK... DEHABED. AT 0?2'3 .‘7!..'..{21!........72{4‘.?.

Nom-nmmnmumtaummmgummmm If these details are not given,
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made.’

Dear Sir/Madam,
Thank you for your Air' Safety Incident Report concerning .......

.....Region

For future mfm it has been allocated NO................oooovoiiiiiiieerins

=TT . Yours faithfully
................................................ O / /

DoT 25 P * S For Director
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Any papers or documents which may assist in the investigation of your report should be submitted as attachments to this form. If you think your
report can be supplemented by information from an Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit where possible please notify the circumstances of the
incident, and the fact that a written report is being submitted, to the senior officer on duty at the unit concerned. On receipt of your notification,
action will be taken to collect and retain the data relevant to your incident l'cport. :

Where it is necessary to urgsentty report any mnuer aﬁwung the ufay nf nlru-an you are requested to notify the circumstances of the incident
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Normally this report should be mailed to the Director of the Region in which the incident occurred. If more convenient it may be
lodged with the OIC of any Air Traffic Control or Flight Service Unit.

EOCATION OR ROUYE SBOCTION. .. e s T i a7 S oy e Local ' Time ... it
AIRCRAFT: Type and Marking ... ... VH' ........ DSJ— ................... PILOT: Name and Initials..

OWDERIOPERATOMR. ... oo ciomionisismnguninis i otis b o s oo akputamsta s Iy e FLIGHT CATEGORY: (underline) VFR
IFR

TYPE OF OPERATION (underline applicable type):

Regular Public Transport Charter Agriculture Aerial Work
Private Aircraft Test Flight Training Dual Training Solo
FLIGHT: Last departure POIDt..................ccooovevcenmerercmsssasssssssssissssnsesess First point of intended landing............................... FIt. NO.................
When this report is submitted by a Departmental officer, enter Fault Report No. (if applicable).............. o e I8

DESCRIBE INCIDENT AND RELEVANT CIRCUMSTANCES, with comment and suggestions:
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Nomdfmmnamugmtdmhmmphummmmm If these details are not given,
no acknowledgement of receipt will necessarily be made.

Dear Sir/Madam,
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For future reference it has been allocated NO..................cooviicvviiiirinn

Yours faithfully
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VLI I'R TO PEXT
o o S 'S DGEJ DELTA SIEKREA JULIEF DO YOU WISH TO FEXTEND YQUR
SART M PO YOULs ARRIVAL AT K10NG 1SLAND
3 DS S // open microphone 2 seconds //
DELTA STixika JULT T SAY AGALN
sZ FS Dod DELTA STHARA JULLET YCOURE HOLDING A SARTIMIS
O A0RO NING THREL ZER0 POR YOUR ARRIVAL AT
KING [oLanD ON TIHE INPERVAL YOUR sSTI1MATH 1S
00 NINg 'O ETGHTD DYOU WOULD YOU LIkl TO wXTIND
{OUR SARTTME
=54 D S DELTA STERRA JULTET AFFIRMATIVE
$5i 'S Dod DELTA STERRA JULIFT ROGER MARs 1T ONE ZBRO
pdh N L-)“.:‘
0854:0 Diad FS AT TIMATIVE
105 F5 DS DELTA SIEAxA JULIET
] el Lod ) MuLROURNE DITA SILREA JULIET CAPL OTWAY
(DeEsCuIDING FOR) KING THLAND
£5¢ 5 1)od DELTA S1IEKRA JULILT
053114 Dsd S MuLBOUENE THIS IS5 DELTA SIXERRA JULIST IS THERE
ANY KNG:N TRAFFIC BeLOW IVE THOUSARD
25 FS DSJ DELTA SIGRRA JULILET NO KNOWN TRAFFIC
: 26 D5 5 DEITA SIfKRA JULIET Bl A LAKGE
1 RCKART BlulOw IV
HUTS) el D& ) DELTA STERHA JULIET WHAT 7. OF AIRCRAF
/ I} DS D D DsLTA 51 A LI&? WHAT TYPE OF A JRAFT
15 I -
3 50 [25d S DELTA SIERRA JULIET I CANNOT AFFIRM IT IS
FOUR BLRIGHT IT SElvs TO Mx LIKE LANDING LIGHTS
09073 U4 Fs Dsd DELTA STERRA JULTET
A DSdJ S MELBOURNE THIS (IS) DULTA STIErRA JULIET THE
ATRCRAFT HAS JUST PASS:D OVER QVER MR AT LEAST
A 'THOUSAND FEET ABOVIS
4% Iro Did DEITA SIBERRA JULIET ROGHR AND IT IT 15 A LARGE
Al RCRAFT CONFLEM
247 1] 5 MR UNKNOWN DUE TO THio S0uD ITS TRAVELLING IS
THERE ANY ATRFORKCHE ATRCRAFD 1IN The VICINET)
R Fo DS5J DELTA olaRiRA JULIST NO KNOWN AILRCRAFT IN Tk

VICINITY
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE b2 ;E}'-}amm (o

Subject

MISSING AIRCRAFT s VH-DSJ : 21 OCTCDER 1978

liotes made during a preliminayy eonversatiomn with Ix, Guido Valentieh,
1x, Guido Valentich is the fathex of lix, Frederick Valentich, He visited

this office on 25.10,78 for the purpose of hearing the tape recording comcerning
the missing aircraft VHe=DSJ in oxder to identify his son's voice. The following
notes were made during general conversation with Ix, Valentich,

Frederick vopked for an /yxmy Disposals firm at lMoonme Ponds,

lle wvas attending lectures for Commercial Pilot lieteorology. These lectures
vere conducted at Issendon Afrport on Tuesday nights and from 1300-1T700 hours
EST on Saturday afterncons at licorabbin, IHe 'did not lmow the organisation
or lecturer.

(n Priday night 20,10,78 Frederick had retired about 2230 hours EST on
Saturday morming 21,10,78, Ile had eaten a light breakfast of orenge juice,
cereal and coffee prior to going to work at loonee Ponds, 'le would have
finished woxk at 1200 hours ©ST and driven to loorabbin to attend the lectures
at 1300 hours probably without having eaten any lunch, The lectures were to
finish at 1700 hours and he eomsiders that Frederick would have eaten some
take away food from a leDonalds hamburper shop near loorebbin as this is his
normal practice, e recalled that Frederick was in normal good spirits on
Saturday morning,

Frederiecic was a blood donor and gave blood at the City Bank on Tuesday,
17.10. T8,

Frederick's personal doctor was Dr, Pagha of /wvondale ileights. He was undex-
going treatment for a skin complaint and was taking pills for the complaint,

liecent employment: Army Disposals : 35 weeks
G Foundaxy $ 3¢5 months
Commercial TLicence Course : 5.6 months
Rellelo Ty s months

Finaneially, I'red had no problems, /is far as inown he owed nothing, Ile was
generous to the family on amniversaries, ete. iils father assisted Frederick
finaneially with his flying. 4

There were no problems at home. Frederiek did his share of the home duties.

Frederieck was in the Adly Training Corp as a cadet and then as an instructor,
He applied for a position as Radio Tech, in the RALF about 1976 but was not
successful

He wanted a career in aviation and since he missed ocut on the ELUP, decided to
finish his Commercial Licence and eventually pet into Airlines, le wanted to
show everycne, inecluding the RIAF, that he could do it,

Frederick always had the idea that scme people wanted to stop him succeeding
8o he didn't discuss his flying or intentions with anyone. lle just wanted

to pet through and surprise everyone by showing them that he could actually
do:l.t-

D.o.T.1572 (Rev.3/77) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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SUBJECT

Frederick was a firm believer in UF0s, le had saved articles and information

:
4
E
;
;
:
|
:
)
§
:
:

AL g econfidential files on UF0s at Cast Sale and at Laverton, le wouldn't
mmwnnﬁmmummmamm.

iiis mother saw a UFC one night., She ecalled Fred and he saw it too, It was a
large light, ten times larger than a star, was stationary for a while and
then moved off at a great speed., This happened about eight months ago.

fiis father eventually became eonvinced that UFUs existed,

Frederiock worried about attack from UFOs and what they eould do, His father
had told him there was nothing they ecould do and so no point in werxrying,

lis father is unsure about what Rhonda Rushton (Prederick's girlfwiend) had said

about them going out on Saturday night (21,10,78). le lnows Fred was going to

be home and thinks something sbout her statement is fishy but doesn't know what,

Fred's memoyy wes good for important matters but he sometimes overlocked
wimportant things,

Py GRAHAM
INVESTIGATCR

D.o.T. 149N (Rev. 8/77) CONTINUATION SHEET
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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7116/783/1047

Subject

MISSIIG AIRCRAFT, VH-DSJ : 21 OCTOBER 1978

I )i 24 Octo 1978

Viss Rhonda Dushton of 3 Dradford Averme, Preston (telephone 411=2479)
was o close friend of the pilot of C182L, VieDSJ which became missing on
21 Octobexr, 1978, She visited the Regional Office and agreed to assist in the
investigation eoncerning the aireraft and the possible actions taken by the
pilot,.

Iuasmtmmidnhom'jutﬂ'yemofa{;c.andﬂmtahowm
at the llight=0Owl Fharmacy of T43A Gilbert Road, Hesexrvoir,

She advised she last saw Fred Valentich on FPriday night, 20 October
1970, at about 9,00 pem, EST, after he had finished work at the jxmy Disposals,
139 Puckle Street, llconee Ponds, In their conversation it became evident to
her that he had forgotten he said he would take her out om Saturday night, The
fortheoning flight to King Island was discussed, and together they evolved the
schedule of departure loorabbin 1600, land Nling Island 1730, piek up crayfish,
leave 1000, land lioorabbin 1930, is it wes a 20 mimute (rive from the airport
to Preston she suggested Valentieh put his good clothes in which to take her
out, in his car when he left home early on Satuxday.

Since the aireraft went missing, she had seen the cax at loorabbin, and
was avere that no elothes were in it. IFrom her experience, Valentich was
probably weering a tri-coloured brown and white jumper and brown slacks, his
usual flying elothing and she believed he would have carried with him a blue,
short rainecat, very similor to those worn by RAAP persommel, as this was his
"good luek goat® (his words).

possible movements of Valentieh during the day she believed
he would have left home, without having breakfast, gone to work, not eaten
luncheon, then gone to the tutorial classes for his Cormereial Tilot Licence,
at lioorabbin, and stayed there (as she was now awere) until about 1700 =57,
llost probably the pilot then went to llacDonmald's take away food store near
Southland, on the liepean Highway to purchase food. She believed he would have
ordered "two Big llacs, two cheeseburgers, a fillet of fish and some chips”, and
most probably would have drenk a carton of Cosa~Cola,

1idss Fushton said Valentich was a "big eater™ and that he always ate
slowly, and she believed he would have driven to the beash and sat in his car

Fridey night", That usually he is cheerful, and outwardly vexy happy,
uderneath on Priday he was not quite in the spirit of things,

Dwo.T.1572 (Rev.3/77) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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She said

mevent

to
of

brow
wien
awvore

Valentich had sweated profusely in this
and she was

tich had flown to Dankstown, and entered the

Vi

to fly over solid eloud for about a half hour,
a flight plan had to be submitted at Dankstown for

t

Other flights she had made with Valantich were from licorabbin to Lssendon,
and back by various routes, sight-seeing the eity's prominent features,

situation, such that she had used his handkerehief %o mop his
sweat blurring his vision, She stated that e always sweated
she was impressed by what Valentich inew of aireraft, and that she considered him to

that the "eontrol eclum wos locked”,

i
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(Valentieh's

and believed that he would have entered the
She said Valentich always had a plan to cover

no kmowledge of how Valentich used the engine to fly,
said she considered he was "usually overcautious", that he

3
1.

e ]
-

we
wearing the life jacket,

possible emergencies, she had frequently been told when flying that "if
goes wrong, look for a straight road or a long paddock without fences"

CONTINUATION SHEET

D.o.T. 149N (Rev. 8/77)




Section No. Title File

Page
CONTINUATION SHEET TIVESTIGATORYS NOTE vi16/783/1047 3 37

SUBJECT

Ml). She said Valentich always thought before he acted, albeit rapidly, he
never acted instinctively,

The matter of wnidentified flying objects, then the subject of such media
eoverage, wvas raised. She advised that when out driving in the Dandenong Renges
on Sunday 15 October 1978, Valentich had said o her, "if a UFO landed in front of
me now, I would go in it, but never without you", Other subjects had been dis-
cussed during the drive, mainly of social interest, but Valentiech had earmented

cn the subject of "everybody is cut to grab money - there is not
enough left for everybody - people would have to starve”,

Miss Bushton was aware Valentich had elippings om UFO's but she didn*t
an avid eollector, but just with an averase interest on the subject.

reference to a landing UF0O, on 15 October was his only reference to
on other occasions such references have been very

JeCe SAIDERCOCK

D.o.T. 149N (Rev. 8/77) CONTINUATION SHEET
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Subject

INVESTIGATOR'S ASSESSITNT OF IMISS RUSITTON

liss Rushton was eonsidered by the iavestigantor to be an honest and
dependable witness, Although young she was seen to be a

years, She obvicusly cared greatly for Valentich and in the time of hex
acquaintance was proud to be associated with him, as a pilot and because of his
physique and his association with the Victorian Squadwron of the LAir Training Corps.
To some extent this shows a measure of her being impressionable, but not ocutside hexr
years,

The investigator gained the impression that Valentieh had chosen Iliss Rushton
carefully, as somecne to discuss his problems with, she being receptive, perhaps
nore so than a girl of 16-20 yeaxrs, who might have rejected his problems and ideas
end pushed him aside,

The impression was gained that liiss Rushton was becoming aware that Valentich
wes "different” from her cther male and that she was being used 28 a
"prop”, based on the phrase used and the tone of some of her eomments,

|

JoCo SANDERCOCK
TNVESTIGATCR

Do.T.

1572 (Rev.3/77) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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Subject

MISSING AIRCRAFT, VH-DSJ : 21 OCTUBER 1978

}Mr, Reaburn is a personal friend of lixr, Fred Valentich, They have been
friends for seven or eight years. I!ixr, Reaburn visited Hegional Office for the
purpose of giving background information on lir, Valentich, During an informal
discussion he gave the following information,

= They had been in the Air Training Corps, together for some years and both
vere vexry interested in weapons,

- The two saw each other on average twice a week, This was on Tussdays and
Fridays when they attended the Air Training Corps.

= Valentich told him that he had applied to join the RIAF as aircrew but that
he had not been accepted because of inadequate edusational gqualifications,
After further education he had tried again but was sti]l not accepted., The
two were in camp together in August 1978 at HALF East Sale when Valentich
eonfided he had been Imocked back by the ILUF for the second time,

= Valentich was disappointed about not getting into the RA/F and it had made
him quite determined to get his Commerecial Pilot's licence and fly fox the
airlines just to show the LAAP he eould do it.

= Valentiech had been going with his girlfriend for five months and they were
very close, e had recently given her a fyiendship ring,

= lir, Deaburm thought it would be quite out of the question that Valentich would
commit suicide or purposely fly the aireraft to a remote location to pget away
from society, Valentich was faxr too elose to his family, girlfriend and friends
© contemplate such actions,

= Concerning Valentieh's family situation, lir, leaburn said he kmew Valentich's
father was helping out finaneially with his son's flying and he also lnew
that there had been a fanily argument recently, Ie did not kmow what the
argument was about. Valentich was living at home and in general Reaburn
thought the family was very close.

= Coneerning health, to his Imowledge Valentich was not on any form of self
medication, e had never lmown him to suffer from fits or turms,to pass out
or have hallucinations, Valentieh did suffer from a skin complaint and had
been told by his dootor not to drink too much milk because of this complaint.

« Valentich was very striet regaxding alechol/flying. Ile never took much alechol
at all and would never take any after 2000=2100 hours of an evening prior to
flying the next day. He was most definitely not paxrt of the drug sceme.
Leaburn eonsidered that Valentiech was the sort of person who would go straight
to the police if he lmew of anyone who was on drugs.

D.o.T.1572 (Rev.3/77) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE




-

V|1F43/783/1047 " 240

LIVESTIGATOR'S HOTE

Title

Section No.

CONTINUATION SHEET

SUBJECT

Scme of the pilots from

floum wit: Valentich on one coccasion and that was in a heli-

their camp at Bast Sale in August 1978,

ever
had taken them wp in a helicopter. Valentich had flown the helicopter and

h

mimlﬁuﬁhmwm;tthMmofﬂuu

only

uwm

the pilot said Valentich flew it well,

lle alwvays stops and thinks about the situation before

taking any action, They had cnoe been lost in the bush together whilst on an Alr

= [is general impression of Valentich's character was that he is not prone to
hasty deecisions or paniec,

Training Corps camp and Valentich had not been the slightest bit perturbed about it,

= Doth he and Valentich believed in

e

discussed UFUs and their beliefs
capable of sending space
of another planet not be

vehiel
capable

Valentich

at 7.30 pems to take her out but he had
t 10,00
there

circumstances were a little strange.
1friend

mmm

i

Nmmum

m mm“ uuuu“

t all, nor was he in any financial bother, to Reabumm's
record or any problems that would be causing him any

gamble a
police

8

i

te

tudying haxd for his meteorclogy exam and was worried as

:

mnmm

?

not
e had no
ile was

three years later than Reaburm and did
did not considered this significant;

Coxrp sone
LAC, THeabuxn
it bothered Valentich in any way.

Cadet

the Alrx

w !

ahn
ﬂ
Mho

S.G. SFIIES

INVESTIGATOR

CONTINUATION SHEET

Heabuwrn about being disorientated in an aircraft
since he had obtained his licence,

never spoken to
his or

had
either during

- Vi
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1976

9 June date of birth

Keilor Heights High School

Left school at end of Form 4

Resulis at end of Form 4

"Excellent" - Physical Education

"Above Average” -~

"Average" = Italian, History, lMetal Work

"Below Average" - Geography, English, Science, Graphies
"Fail® -~ Haths A, Maths B

- (Believed to have been studying for leaving Certificate)

(Believed to have been studying for DLesving Certificate)

Applied to RAAF

Jest Respl iz - "very low scores, indicative low I.Q. fit for

unskilled work omly",

Enrolled RMIT - electronics, maths physics
Withdrew from RIMIT in July
Student Pilot Licence issued 24.2.77

Solo June

Tha% Exam result passed "Basie Aeronautical Knowledge" at

attempt 11.8.77

t Test result passed "Restricted Private Pilot" at second
a%pi Seﬁbu

Restricted PYL issued 23.9.T7 with 57 flying hours

PYL Theoxry Exam results

'Nav' passed at second attempt
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"Met' passed at first attempt
'Adreraft Performance and Operation' passed at fifth attempt.
Air Legislation' passed at third attempt.

CrL Theory Exam results - October 1977 - sat for and failed all
five exans,

Passed PFL Navigation test flight at second attempt 19.1.78
PPL Area Restriction lifted 27.,1.78 at 89 hours

CPL Theory Exam results April 1978 - sat for and failed all
five exanms

Class 4 Instrument Rating issued 11.5.78 at 147 hours

CPL Theoxy exam results July 1976 - Sat for and failed three
exams - did not sit others

July 1978 involved in two incidents at 160 hours

1) Penetration of SY Control Zone due poor navigation,
Warning letter sent to him,

2) On two occasions deliberately flew into cloud.
Prosecution was being considered.

Aireraft Vi-DSJ and pilot disappeared on 21,10,78

Other Points

Pilot log book not found.

At time of disappearance he was working as a shop assistant but
devoting most of his emergy to flying.

As a boy he had been an Air Training Corps cadet.

In 1977 after he had started flying he returned to the Corps
as an unpaid eivilian helper.

lle later was taken on with the rank of Airman,
He was well thought of by friends and aecquaintances,
He was determined to succeed as a pilot.

He told everybody he had passed some CFL theory exams.
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Subject

EDUCATION : P, VALEMICH :t  26,10,78

Enpolment and study R.1,I.Te 1977

Subjects: Cireuit Theoxry 1 houx
Slectronies 1 hour
BElestronie Circuits 1 hour
lMathematics 1 hour
Physics 1 hour
Commmications and Report Writing

(n 12.7.77 he withdrew from Electronics and Zlectronie Cirecuits,

(n 22,7.77 he withdrew completely. Reason given as commencing Commercial and

Senicr Commercial Pilet Course,

Keilor Veighte High School
From Deputy Prineipal

Porm 4 in 1974 (Intermediate Standaxd)
Left school at Form 4 level in 1974.

Results Foxm 4: FPhysical Hdueation "A"
Italian

ncn
Geography npe
English -
n

——— o ; diffioulty in comprehension
lietalwork ngn
Seience wpw lacks understanding
Histoxry ng= difficulty with expression
Graphics wpe

A = Excellent

B « Above Average

C = Average

I = Below iverage

Fail = Unacceptable Level

P, GRAHAHM
INVESTIGATCR

D.O.T.P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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Subject

" RellyAF, CONFIDENTIAL REPORT

Re ¥, Valentiech,

Applied for RAAF in 1976.

At time was repeating leaving.

Was Aptitude and Psych, tested 24,5.76.

Vas only interested in being trained as a Radio Tech,

Scores on tests were very low = indicative of a low I.Q, (failed all tests).

Considered fit for unskilled work only,.
Dossiers kept for two years - his has been destroyed,

A computer printout on him is held by RAAF = they would supply us with what

info they have on formal request,

P, GRAHAM

D.O.T. P2/1572

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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Subject

CCIIIERCIAL PILOT LICENCE EXAINATION s P, VALENTICH

Lxan

History of exemination (nwvolments and results of Frederiek Valentich,

Bxen 1 of Maveh 1970

Inrolled for all five Commereial subjects and Senior Commercial let.
Results - Failed all subjects.

J 1978
Inrclled for llav, Performance and Engines,
Results - failed all subjects,

Lxenm 3 of llovembex 1978

Enrolled Com, Met, Prineiples of ¥Flt and Senicr Com, let.

Po GRAIAM
NIVESTIGATCR

D.0.T. P2/1572

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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Subject

MISSINCG AIRCRAFT : VH-DSV ¢ 21 OCTUBER 1978

Conversation with Don Sowman

Log Book: liot at S.h.S.
Standaxd:

= Failed him first time Unrestricted,
- lverage only.

= (X on instruments,.

= lio mention of UFCs,

= liot a drinker that he knows,

- Pinaneially — van up & $500 bill but he peid it out before this
txip. g

- lio mention of problems or disturbances,.
- Seened vague at tines,
w Didn't lmow him well,

= 100 hourly on Friday 20,10,78.

= TFlown by V. Alfonso on Saturday 21,10,76 who works at Sehutts (brents).
= llo autopilot,

- Single ADF,

= llo strobe,

~ One rotation beacon on tail,

Zayment of Bills

- SeheS. asked him about account when it was $360, Ie said his passengers

to SY had given him a 1ittle money prior to flight but not all and he
would have to chase it up,.

liote: Omly Valentich and girlfriend went. No passengers.

P, GRAIIAM
IIVESTIGATOR

D.o.T.1572 (Rev.3/77) INVESTIGATOR’S NOTE
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Page 4 7

Subject

Vi=DSJ : RADIO CQUIFMENT

Spoke to Ken Novity and Instructor, lir, Day of Southern Air fe VieDSJ
commmnication equipment at 1445 EST on 23,10,78.

- DSJ has VITF I'F and is equipped with a speaker and hand held mierophone,

= Valentieh was not carrying a headset when he went ocut to the aireraft priocr
to departure on this trip and did not have a bag that would carry cne,

- Passed to SIGS(B) at 1500 EST,

Po GRAILAM
IIVESTIGATCOR

23410,78

D.0.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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Subject

CONVERSATIONS WITH SAS INSTHUCTCLS AlD FILOTS

saxren Dunlop

= Valentich was sensible pilot,
= Didn't dwink,

= lio mention of drugs.

- lio mention of UFCa, -

laztin Dalton

= (uiet, sincere, sensible,

- Interested in joining R/AAF as pilot,
= Had interviews, tests, cte,

=~ lo drink, smoke,

= Got on well with all,

= llever spoken of UFOs,

= lio mention of dxugs,

Zogs Carrington

= Did Commercial Pilet Course with him about April,
« lle seemed quite happy about his future.

= Full of enthusiasm, never depressed,

~ Attesphing to join RAAP aiverew, S5till doing his Commercial Licence so he

would have one or the othex,
= He is quiet on first contact but wvas quite matural after that,
= Got on well with people,
= Only had Com, }MET %o do.
= Didn't dyrink or smoke,
= llo mention of drugs or UFUs,

Bob Hope (instructor)

- Flew with Valentich on Tuesday afternoon o check him on type VH=ISJ C162,

- Average pilot.

- Helative quiet chap,.

- VieD3J has a hand-held microphone,

- lasn't caxrying a headset,

- Vanted to join RAAF aircrew,

- As fay as he Imows he doesn't drink, smoke or take drugs,

- Saw him just prior to departure and he seemed perfectly sober and in good

D.0.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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SUBJECT

frame of mind,
= Took four life jackets, Ile was pleking up friends at King Island,
= le had originally intended going on Tuesday, 17.10,76, but cancelled due VX,

P, GRAIAM
INVESTIGATOR

D.o.T. 149N (Rev. 8/77) CONTINUATION SHEET
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Regional Office Vic. Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne
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X 1636M., MELB. VIC. 3001

29 DOctober 1979

z
!

ﬁzjwtip

Director, FwE\IUS
Vic/Tas Region, .
Department of Transport,

&GPO Bex 1T33R,

MELBOURNE 3001

MISSING AIRCRAFT - VHDSJ - BASS STRAIT 21.10.78

On the evening of 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest
Victoria to Adelaide.  Conditions were perfect for night flying
over Victoria with no more than 2/8 SC 5000/7000 ft and scattered
cirrus about 30,000 ft. Visibility was excellent at about 30 km
and more. Temperatures at 0800Z ranged from 25/27C north of the
ranges to 21 south of ranges to 17C at Cape Otway and Wilson's
Promontory and 15C/13C at King and Flinders Is. The lower
seaboard temperatures indicate a shallow surface inversion below
1000 ft. This probably accounted for some haziness about Cape
Otway. Surface winds were very light being less that 10 knots
throughout Victoria with slight sea breezes about the coastal
fringe. State of sea reported from Cape Otway and Wilson's Prom.
was smooth seas with low swell from the southwest. The o0il platform
at Kingfish A. reported a calm to rippled sea with a 3 ft south-
westerly swell. QWH readings ranged from 1022 mb at King S.,

1023 mbs at Flinders Is. and Melbourne, 1024 mb at Gabo Is. and
Wagga to 1021 mb at Mildura and 1022 at Mt Gambier.

The probable winds along the intended route were:

AMMB/CTY 1000 ft VRB 05
2000 ft 020/10

5000 ft 350/10

7000 ft 310/15

10000 ft 270/20

CTY/ANMK1 1000 340/10
2000 330/15

5000 320/15

7000 310/20

10000 290/25

-

The winds elsewhere were:

North of Adelaide/Wagga/Nowra up to Lat 30S:

2000 030/15
5000 050/15 to 10 NSW coast
1000 050/20 to 10 NSW coast

of 2
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Western Victoria and SE South Australia:

2000 VRB 10
5000 010/15
7000 330/15
10000 300/20

Eastern Victoria:

2000 030/10
5000 340/10
7000 300/15
10000 270/15

Gippsland coast and east Bass Strait:

1000/2000 VRBOS5 becoming 320/15 toward Flinders Island.

5000 290/15
7000 280/20
1000 270/25

South of Lat.40S - freshening westerlies:

2000 270/20 to 30 over Tasmania
5000 270/25 to 30 over Tasmania
10000 270/30 to 40 over Hobart

The cloud conditions apart from Tasmanianwest coast was
relatively free from low cloud. Some cirrus persisted in most areas
and thickened over northwest and mid-north of NSW where scattered to
broken AcAs developed with base about 12,000 ft.

i

(R.K. STIBBS)
for Regional Director, Vic

)
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IN REPLY PLEASE OQUOTE

METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS, MOORABBIN:- CAPE OTWAY - KING ISLAND
0B30/0930 GMT _21/10/1978

t

[ At 0800 GMT 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest
Victoria toward Adelaide.

. The pressure range wasz Melbourne 1023.5 mb,
Cape Otway 1023.2 mb and King Is. 1022.6 mb

- Surface isothermsi
219C Melbourne - Warrnambool
17°C Wilsone Prom - Point lonfda]e - Cane Dtway

39%
. 139C Lak 40 S Long 14675 - Lat {-."S Long 1443E -
Lat 40+ S Long 144E - Lat 393[ S 1 ~== 1433E-

£a Conditions were perfect for night flying. Although a
trace of 'stratocumulus at 5000/7000 ft and scattered cirrus at
30000ft were reported, no cloud was detectable between the
Victorian Ranges and the northern Tasmania coast on the infra-
red satellite pictures at 0600 and 0900 GMT. There was no
turbulence and visibility was excellent. An airborne aircraft
over King Is. at 1000 GMT could clearly see the light from

Cape Otway Lighthouse.

3, At 0800 GMT all reported surface winds were less than
10 knots. Cape Otway reported calm. Since light sea- -breezes
cccurred along the coast during the afternoon. 3t is 1ikely that
shallow inversions of about 2C below 500 ft still existed in some
areas at 0900 GMT. With the onset of nocturnal cooling it is
likely that shallow surface inversions of up to 3C developed
below 200 ft over the land and coastal fringe by 0900 GMT. It is
coneidered +-2t there were . surface inversions over the sea but
“rather very siable, possibly isothermal layers below 1000 ft.

4. Laverton radiosonde at 1100 GMT indicated a subsidence
inversion of 30C between 7000 ft and B0O0OO0 ft. This inversion
probably exiended south to Cape Dtway but further south toward
King Island, the inversion would be less defined and pcssibly
just an isothermal layer.
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s - Winds and temperatures along the route ‘were probably:

Moorabbin/Cape Dtway.

The Dew Points are estimates only.

1000 ft Variable 5 knots Temp + 16 Dew Point + 11
2000 " 020/10 A o ] - + 6
5000 " 350/10 sl N - Zero
rooo " 310/15 AL S " - 3
10000 " 270/20 " zero " dry
* Cape Dtway/King Island
1000 340/10 Temp + 13 .Dew Point + 10
2000 330/15 v e O
5000 320/15 . | N + 2
700D 310/20 G 4 Zero
10000 290/25 " zero i dry
6. Meteorological balloon flights were carried out at
Mt Gambier and Laverton at 3 pm. Both balloons had burst by
0630 GMT. The next balloon flights were not carried out until
1100 GMT.

Khes.
(R.K. STIBBS)
for Regional Director, Vic




ZONOV 1978 8

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE '4,-7€ 3.,1 o\g] e
MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORIES l FILE l {%)
CORDITE AVENUE, MARIBYRNONG. VICTORIA - AV [
P.O. BOX 50, ASCOT VALE, VIC., 3032
TELEGRAMS: MARELABS MELBOURNE ()
\
O/
Telephone 31 7222, Ext. Our Reference: / Date: 19 NQV 1972

Director,

Department of Tramsport,

Transport House,

108 Lonsdale Street,

MELBOURNE, VIC. 3000 (Attention: Mr. I.S., Smith)

Your Reference: V116/783/1047

Water Samples ex Bass Strait

The samples were solvent extracted to Temove any hydrocarbon-based
material. The extracts were then examined by both Gas Chromatography and
a combination of this with Mass Spectrometry.

) Both samples yielded very small quantities of hydrocarbon oil,
however the analyses indicated that these were more consistent with
bunkering fuel oil than with either gasoline or lubricating oil. The
peaks observed fell into a range somewhat between these two materials
and hence could not be attributed to either.

The difficulty of sampling an oil slick of this nature which
heralds its presence with little more than a coloured pattern on the surface
is well known. It is an area of activity where undoubtedly some development
work would be of value. The only advice that I can offer is a personal
belief that a large thin flat sponge floated on the surface of the slick
would be better than any scoop arrangement. The sponge or sponges could
then be placed immediately into plastic bags for carriage and storage.

In this context the sponge could well be a sheet of synthetic material
such as is sold by the Clark Rubber Company.

(R. s)
for Chief Superintendent
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VICTORIA/TASMANIA REGION

V116.783.1047

ASSU

Theoretically microwave radiation travels in straight lines, but
in practice, due to the effects of the atmosphere, refraction occurs causing
the rays to be bent downwards so that they follow more closely the surface
of the earth. The degree of refraction depends on the density of the
atmosphere at various levels. The vital level is reached when the curve of
the ray equals the curvature of the earth so forming what is known as a
"radio duct". Below this level, the ray is bent towards the earth, strikes
the earth and then is trapped within the dutt causing certain radars to see
beyond the geometrical horizon. This is known as anomalous propogation or
super-refraction. This occurs when the upper air is unusually warm and dry
compared to the earth's surface so favouring the formation of radio ducts.
This condition is likely to exist in fine, clear, settled weather conditions.

Another phenomenon associated with anomalous propogation is
"second time round returns" which are radar returns received on the second
rotation of the aerial head from the first transmission and are of distant
objects normally out of radar range.

The notes of the radar controller show typical returns associated
with the above phenomena. His remarks in regard to sea returns cannot be
substantiated, little is known of effect of sea returns on equipment used by
airways operations. It is possible that the return noted as a weather return
could be a "second time round return" from a geographical feature of Tasmania.

S d

M.J. HARWOOD
OATS
17.9.1981

D.0.T.1983
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Title List of oppended documents

Missing Cessna 1821 VH=DEJ
Bass Stralt 21 October 1978
Human Pactors Aspects

Author

AP

Desiongifs Bod o Mahony

Frederick VALEI'PICH (pilot) satisfied the medical requirements for initial issue
of SPL on 8.2,77 when his weight was recorded as 120 lbs. He claimed no aeronautical
experience at that date. There was no medical history of significance and no licence
limitations were imposed.

2 On 21.10.78 Valentich was engaged in a night VMU flight from Moorabbin to
King Island when he reported that a large oralt with numerous lights was hovering above
him, Transmissions ceased shortly afterwards and subsequent calls from Melbourne F5U
were not anaswered, Despite an extensive search neither aircraft or wreckage has been
found.

3 In addition to having access to the air safety investigator's findings, the writer
also interviewed the father and girl friend of Valentich and studied a copy of the

tape of
of the final transmissions from VH«DSJ in an attempt to build up a buman factors
background to this occurrence.
4 Frederick was born in Australia of Italian pavents from Trieste. Father speaks

"fractured" but understandable English but mother and two younger children speak ne
inglish. The language of choice in the home is Italien but Frederick was not fluent and
father always corrected Frederick's spoken Italian which Prederick resented. Frederick
was a below average scholar and obtained a poor result in his Leaving Certificate.

5 Catholicism is the religion of the family but they ared not regular churchgoers.
Father expressed his disappointment that Frederick only attended church at Christmas,

Baster and on "speeial occasions™ and he tried to persuade Frederick to attend more often.
Frederick's girl friend is a Methodist.

6 Frederick was a very keen member of the Air Traimning Corps. IHe devoted a great
deal of time to these activities which he enjoyed and he was proud to wear the uniform.
fie had ambitions to become an Air Force pilot but his educational qualifications
precluded this, '

7 He was at pains to be accepted and respected by his superiors (in the ATC) and

by his peers. Although always appearing to be above reproach, he had lied to to his
father, to his ATC officers and to his girl friend about having passed subjects for his
CFL when he had, in fact, failed. Ffe had also told the owner of the airecraft that, on
this last flight, he had arvanged to collect a consignment of crayfish from King Island and
to bring back passengers who were waiting for hing neither of which was true.

8 Father was convinced, and remains so accerding to subsequent media publicity, that
his son was “captured™ by a U.F.0 and that he would be returned when “they" had finished
investigating hime. Prederick showed a great interest in UF0s and had a collection of
books, articles and clippings en the subjeect but father did not think that his son was as
convinced of their existence as he himself was.

0'0/20

D.o.T.1571 (Rev.3/77) SPECIALIST REPORT
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SUBJECT

9 Frederick's girl friend seemed to enjoy the publicity limelight surrounding the
disappearance. ShaMnotappartnhomdnlymmdmthohpnssunthat
she expected to see him again,. She claimed that there was a permanency to her

relationship with Frederick and that they had plans for becoming engaged, but futher
dismissed the relationhips as being of no consequence.

10 In the absence of any further comcrete evidence, one can only suggest a number
of hypothesis to explain this disappearance 3

(a) UFO intervention - no further comment apart from the observation that there

were no sighting reports of a brightly illuminated craft large enough to
take on board a Cessna 182,

(b) Dbisortentation - at the place and time of the occurrence, This is a distines
possibility and even probability. On the other hand, it would have resulted

in uncontrolled impact with the sea and one would have expected wreckage to
result.

(¢) Conmtrolled landing on the sea with the intention of escaping from the
aireraft before it sank. This could have been successful or not successful,

Indth.rmommehgowuldbefounﬂud. in the latter event, the body
could still be in the aircraft,

(d) Successful landing elsewhere. Ferhaps Valentich was not where he said he
was and he landed in a remote location.

(e) Crash elsewhere when attempting (2) and the wreckage has not yet been

| Srfise,

Bed e Mahony
24.8.31 : AVHP )

CA 149N (1968) CONTINUATION SHEET
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Subject

GLIDER TOW

Phone ecall from Inspector Fox, D24 (13.30) 23.10.78.

A Senior Constable Campbell of Forwvest (052/36-6372) hod a veport
fron some children of an aireraft towing a glider in the Darwon Dowms
(Apollo Bay) area at about 5,30=6,00 p.m. on Saturday 21 October.

e Report was made because it wvas unusual for a glider to be in
that part of the State,

AG, HARRIS
INVESTIGATOR

D.0O.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE




INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE Th16/7e3/1047]

Subject

REPCRT FROM 'R, J. SHOW

A John Snow rang re UFO = 23,10,78.

e was driving his car on Saturday night (21,10,78) at about 11,45
in the Barwon Heads area when his eleven yeer old son saw a greenish/white
of some length flash quite fast acrcas the sky to the south,

liot cbsexved by any other member of the family in the car as it
apparently had moved too fast,

A .G. 1!..{'-.: iiIS
INVESTIGATOR

D.o.T.1572 (Rev.3/77) INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE 71127185#047

63

Subject

REPORT FROM MR, P PARR

At approximately 1800 hours on 22 October 1978, I received a telephone
call at my home from:

Mee Pe Fﬂu'
29 Adrian Street,
Buxwood, Telephone after 1400 hours 2941003.

lir, Farr stoted that he was a responsible person, an officer in RALF
reserve and he did not wish to create the opinion that he was a nut,

At about 1855 hours on Saturday 21 Oetober 1978 he was travelling from
1%, VWaverley in a southerly divection along Iuntingdale Road, e observed a
ﬂmmdwwtmsm'umumum' pmmmmmmw
atanoanghofaboutﬁ from the horizontal 1,5 of are in vertical plane
and 1° of are in the lateral plane, About 30 bright centres. Followed by
a dark con treil woving from south to north, At first he thought it to be
a meteor showver,

I .S. S:‘Im
DIVESTIGATOR

D.O.T. P2/1572 INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE
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VICTORIA/TASMANIA REGTON

V116.783.1047

ASSU

Theoretically microwave radiation travels in straight lines, but
in practice, due to the effects of the atmosphere, refraction occurs causing
the rays to be bent downwards so that Lthey follow more closely the surface
of the earth. Tke degree of refraction depends on the density of the
atmosphere at various levels. The vital level is reached when the curve of
the ray equals the curvature of the earth so forming what is known as a
"pradio duct". Below this level, the ray is bent towards the earth, strikes
the earth and then is trapped within the duct causing certain radars to see
beyond the geometrical horizon. This is known as anomalous propogation or
super-refraction. This occurs when the upper air is unusually warm and dry
compared to the earth's surface so favouring the formation of radio ducts.
This condition is likely to exist in fine, clear, settled weather conditions.

Another phenomenon associated with znomalous propogation is
"second time round returns" which are radar returns received on the second
rotation of the aerial head from the first transmission and are of distant
objects normally out of radar range.

The notes of the radar controller show typical returns associated
with the above phenomena. His remarks in regard to sea returns cannot be
substantiated, little is known of effect of sea returns on equipment used by
airways operations. It is possible that the return noted as a weather return
could be a "second time round return" from a geographical feature of Tasmania

M.J. HARWOOD
OATS
17.9.1981

D.c.T.1983
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File Page
SPECIALIST REPORT

Title List of oppended documents

Misasing Cesena 1821, VieDal
Pase Stralt 21 Cetober 1978
tmsan Factors Aspecta

Author AP

Desionghigs Hied o Mahony

Prederick VALWPICH (pilot) satisfied the wedical requirewents for initisl issue
of SPL on 842,77 when his weisht wae vecorded as 120 1be, ‘e claived no asronsutical
experience at that dates There was no medical history of significance and no licence
limitations were imposed.

2 Un 2141078 Valentioh was engaged in a night W flight from Neorabbin to
Eing Islend when he reported that a large oraflt with numerous lights was hovering above
hime Transwissions ceased shortly afterwards and subseguent calls from Welbourne /SU
were uot answered, Despite an extensive search nelther alreraft or wreckace has been

3 In addition to having access to the air safety mmm'-_mx:? the writer
also interviewed the father and girl friend of Valentich snd studled a copy of the tape of
of the fimal transuissions from ViiedsJ in an atteapt to build up a buman factore

4 Prederick was bomm in Australia of Italian parents from Friestes Father speaks
'mmuﬂutmmmamutumummmwu
fnglishe The laryuage of cholce in the home is Iialian dut Frederick was not fluent and
father always corrected Frederick's spoken Italian which Prederick resented. Frederick
mablwmmﬂumﬂomammthhumcuuﬂuh.

9 Catholicism Lo the religion of the family dut they are not regular churehipers,
Pather exprossed his disappointment that Prederick oanly attended church at Shristeas
inater and on “speelal occasions™ and he tried %o persuade Frederick to attend more often.
Frederick's girl friend is a Pethodists

6 Mgk_manqhmmotmmwcorps. lle dovoted a great
muu-um-uunuumum-annmmummmm
Ye had ambitions to become an Alr Force pilot ut ule eduwcationsl qualifications

Yather was convinced, and resains so acoording to subsequent media jublicity, thet
u-mm'apm'wuu.r.oumtmmuhmm'wm
investisating hime Prederick showed a great interest in M0s and had a ocollection of
books, articles and olippings om the subjeot but father dld not %ilnk that his son was as
convinced of their existence as he limself was,

D 2.T.157) (Rev.3/77) SPECIALIST REPORT




Section No. Title File Page

CONTINUATION SHEET

SUBJECT

9 Prederick's girl friend ssemed to enjoy the publicity limelight surrounding the
disappearance, mdumtmhhmmﬂmﬁWI-ht
she expected to see him aganine She claimed that there was a permanency to her
uuumguumammmmmmmmntm
disuissed the relationnhips as being of ne consequence.

10 Iuthabmatmhﬂhumhm,mmﬂymtam
of hypethesis to explain this disappearance

(a) 790 intervention - me further comment apart from the observation that there
mmﬁahtlummhof:hrl@tlyﬂl“ﬂdmﬂ%“h
-take on board a Cessna 182,

(b) bisortentation - at the place and time of the occurresce, ®his is a distinet
rossibility and even grobaebilitye On the other hand, it would have resulted

hunz.enmlmtﬁththmdmmmmnmmwu

(2) Successful landing elsewhere. Perbaps Valentich was not where he said he
was and he landed in a remote location.

(e) rash slsewhere when attempting (4) and the wreckage has not yet been

discovered
% :
AP %

(M- M)

CA T49N (1968) CONTINUATION SHEET
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November 10, | A 16-year-old Penguin girl has taken a photograph of what she believes to be an un-
identified flying object over her parents’ home.

The girl, Michelle Dick (16), of ed out towards sea,” she said. nelghbours reported seeing anything
Browns Lane, took the photograph at “It was travelling very slowly and strange in the sky. I -
abomzpm.onmdaylmmnm in a straight line." She said people who had seen the

The coloured photograph shows an Michelle described th2 object as Bhotomph believed it could be a
oval-shaped object high In the sky m, grey-silver in colour and
abovethemcks!mme by a glow. *‘Others think it's just a blob on the
A ring of light encircles the object. she did not see it go out of sight. vamera but I wouldn't take a
Michelle said yest she watch- *“The phone rang and when I came lﬂsr-nhotmelotmunemdthe

ed the object for about minutes  back It was gone.

a | beforet home ngl.lchelle sald

LR Fotor. he "It cm Rm:::w m?kl:i:l:e inpi"i':f:ewffﬁ I:llt:kEt ject was not a pl’::ew” e e
¢/~ Departme - -

G. P. 0. Box 1733 P,

Melbourne.

Dear Mr Graham,

The cutting of the story regarding the U. F. 0. reported by the
Penguin girl is enclosed.

Michelle Dick lives at 6 Browns Lane, Penguin, 7316. The telephone
number is (004) 37 2542.

If we can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to
call.

Yours sincerely,
THE ADVOCATE NEWSPAPER PTY. LTD.

7 7
I y 4

H. M. Catchpole.
News Editor.

Encl. HMC/hb
A Subsidiary of Harris and Company Limited



— MEMBER —
Australian Associated Press Pty. Ltd.
Regional Dailies of Australia Ltd.
Commonwealth Press Union

Audit Bureau of Circulations

November 10, 1978.

Mr Peter Graham,

¢/- Department of Transport,
Ge e 0O B 1755 P
Melbourne.

Dear Mr Graham,

The cutting of the story regarding the U. F. 0. reported by the
Penguin girl is enclosed.

Michelle Dick lives at 6 Browns Lane, Penguin, 7%16. The telephone
number is (004) 37 2542.

If we can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to
call.

Yours sincerely,
THE ADVOCATE NEWSPAPER PTY. LTD.

e M. Catcﬁpole.
News Editor.

Encl. HMC/hb

A Subsidiary of Harris and Company Limited
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Cur Ref':

Director,

MINUTE

M116/783/1047

Vic/Tas Region

A res 12 JUN1980

- 13 w7 D
F >3O

10 JUN 1980

FILE \[tlb [ 12

MISSING AIRCRAFT VH-DSJ
BASS STRAIT, 21 OCTOBER 1978

Attached is a copy of a letter received at this office in
connection with the issue of a report concerning this occurrence.

Also attached is a copy of our reply.

et

Cﬁ?%j tKenzie)

for Assistant Secretary

(Air Safety Investigation)

D.0.T.1983

R R R R R R R R R ———————————,




Peter G.Keane

55 Greville Ave o “
4 Flinders Park 5025 @
o Sef.

= ]

L

This is by way of an enquiry as to obtaining the Department of Transpnrﬁs
Report on their investigation into the disappearance of pilot Frederick
Valentich on October 21st,1978 over the Bass Strait.

I believe that the accident report has already been released to the public
in the usual booklet form which deals with these events,however the local
Govt.Publications Seller does not yet have it,so you will appreciate that

I am writing to you directly for assistance in this matter.

Please notify me as to the costs required to obtain one copy of the Dept.'s
report.

In thanking you for your time,I am,sincerely,

s

Peter G.Keane.




COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRAL IA 928

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT

Telephone: 620131 (Arec Code 03)

AVIATION HOUSE Telegroms: AVIAT, MELBOURNE
188 QUEEN STREET Telex: 30499 and 30276
MELBOURNE Postal Address: Box 1839Q, G.P.O.

MELBOURNE 3001
In reply quote  M116/783/1047

Dear Sir,

Your letter dated 15 May 1980 requesting a copy of a report of the
investigation of the disappearance of Mr. Frederick Valentich on 21 October
1978 over Bass Strait, has been received.

The investigation has not yet been completed. In the normal course
of events a decision as to whether a report will be released will not be made
until the investigation has been concluded. Release depends on whether the
information emerging is of significance to the accident prevention objective
of the Department. The information available to date suggests that the
release of an Aircraft Accident Investigation Summary Report would be unlikely
in this case,

Nevertheless, your request has been forwarded to the Director
Department of Transport, Victoria/Tasmania Region G.P.0. Box 1733P,
Melbourne 3001, who has the responsibility for the investigation. Chould
action be taken to issue a report, he will be in touch with you.

Yours faithfully,

I s
A'f‘/(’:*
.B. McKenzie)

for Assistant Secretary
(Air Safety Investigation)

Mr. Peter. C. Keane,
55 Greville Avenue,
FLINDERS PARK S.A. 5025
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DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND THE ENVIRONMENT

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY
Regional Office Vic. Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne

Telephone: 662 2555  Area Code: 03  Telegrams: WHR Melbourne  Telex: AA30544

POSTAL ADDRESS: REGIONAL DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY, P.O. BOX 1636M, MELB. VIC. 3001
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DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND THE ENVIRONMENT

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY ‘
Regional Office Vic. Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne
Telephone: 662 2555 Argn Code: 03  Telegrams: WHR Melbourne  Telex: AA30544

POSTAL ADDRESS: REGIONAL DIRECTOR, BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY, P.O. BOX 1638M, MELB. VIC. 3001

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

METEDRDLUGICAL CONDITIONS, MOORABBIN - CAPE OTWAY - KING ISLAND
0830/0930 GMT 21/10/1978

1% At 0BOOD GMT 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest
Victoria toward Adelaide.

. The pressure range wasiy Melbourne 1023.5 mb,
Cape Otway 1023.2 mb and King Is. 1022.6 mb

o Sur face isothermsi
219C Melbourne - Warrnambool

17°C Wilsong Prom - Point Lonsdale - Cape Otway
rrgrf
. 139C Lat 48 'S Long 146%E - Lat mSE_S Long 1443E -
Lat 404 S Long 144E - Lat 3 S | ann 1434E-

Qe Conditions were perfect for night flying. Although a
trace of -stratocumulus at 5000/7000 ft and scattered cirrus at
3000 ft were reported, no cloud was detectable between the
Victorian Ranges and the northern Tasmania coast on the infra-
red satellite pictures at 0600 and 0900 GMT. There was no
turbulence and visibility was excellent. An airborne aircraft
over King Is. at 1000 GMT could clearly see the light from

Cape Otway Lighthouse.

3 At 0800 GMT all reported surface winds were less than
10 knots. Cape Otway reported calm. Since light sea-breezes
occurred along the coast during the afternoon. it is likely that

shallow inversions of about 2C below 500 ft still existed in some

areas at 0900 GMT. With the onset of nocturnal cooling it is
likely that shallow surface inversions of up to 3C developed

below 200 ft over the land and coastal fringe by 0900 GMT. It is
_ennsidered -that there were g® surface inversions over the sea bat”

“rather very siable, possibly isothermal layers below 1000 ft.

4. Laverton radiosonde at 1100 GMT indicated a subsidence
inversion of 30C between 7000 ft and 8000 ft. This inversion
probably extended south to Cape Otway but further south toward
King Island, the inversion would be less defined and pcssibly
just an isothermal layer.

9
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a2 .Winds and temperatures along the route ‘were probably:

Moorabbin/Cape Otway. The

Dew Points are estimates only.

1000 ft Variable 5 knots Temp + 16 Dew Point + 11
2000 " 020/10 e o4 17 | ¥ 4 6
5000 " 350/10 e, A - Zero
7000 " 310/15 R Ry " - 3
10000 " 270/20 " zero "y dry
* Cape Otway/King Island
1000 340/10 Temp + 13 :Dew Point + 10
2000 330/15 P B a) + 7
5000 320/15 v T " + 2
7000 310/20 " ¥ 4 " Zero
10000 290/25 " zero » dry
6. Meteorological balloon flights were carried out at

Mt Gambier and Laverton at 3 pm.
0630 GMT. The next balloon flight

1100 GMT.

Both balloons had burst by
8 were not carried out until

ke

(R.K. STIBBS)
for Regional Director, Vic
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\DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND THE ENVIRONMENT B

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY
Regional Office Vic. Cnr Spring & La Trobe Sts Melbourne
Telephone: 662 2555  Area Code: 03  Telegrams: WHR Melbourne  Telex: AA30544
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FOLIO

OF METEOROLOGY, P.O.

IN REPLY PLEASE OUOTE 71 /33 é rReo 30 0CT 1979 129 October 1979

Director, FILEA/ o l'7'513 [‘47

Vic/Tas Region,
Department of Transport,
GPO Box 1733P,

MELBOURNE 3001

POSTAL ADDRESS: REGIONAL DIRECTOR, BUREAU X 1636M, MELB. VIC. 3001

MISSING AIRCRAFT - VHDSJ - BASS STRAIT 21.10.78

On the evening of 21/10/78 a broad ridge of weak gradient
extended westward from eastern Bass Strait through southwest
Victoria to Adelaide. Conditions were perfect for night flying
over Victoria with no more than 2/8 SC 5000/7000 ft and scattered
cirrus about 30,000 ft. Visibility was excellent at about 30 km
and more. Temperatures at 0B800Z ranged from 25/27C north of the
ranges to 21 south of ranges to 17C at Cape Otway and Wilson's
Promontory and 15C/13C at King and Flinders Is. The lower
seaboard temperatures indicate a shallow surface inversion below
1000 ft. This probably accounted for some haziness about Cape
Otway. Surface winds were very light being less that 10 knots
throughout Victoria with slight sea breezes about the coastal
fringe. State of sea reported from Cape Otway and Wilscn's Prom.
was smooth seas with low swell from the southwest. The o0il platform
at Kingfish A. reported a calm to rippled sea with a 3 ft south-
westerly swell. QWH readings ranged from 1022 mb at King S.,

1023 mbs at Flinders Is. and Melbourne, 1024 mb at Gabo Is. and
Wagga to 1021 mb at Mildura and 1022 at Mt Gambier.

The probable winds along the intended route were:

AMMB/CTY 1000 ft VRB 05
2000 ft D20/10
5000 ft 350/10
7000 ft 310/15
10000 ft 270/20
CTY/AMK1 1000 340/10
2000 330/15
5000 320/15
7000 310/20
10000 290/25

The winds elsewhere were:

North of Adelaide/Wagga/Nowra up to Lat 30S:

2000 030/15
5000 050/15 to 10 NSW coast
1000 050/20 to 10 NSW coast

a2
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Western Victoria and SE South Australia:

2000 VRB 10
5000 010/15
7000 330/15
10000 300/20

Eastern Victoria:

2000 030/10
5000 340/10
7000 300/15
10000 270/15

Gippsland coast and east Bass Strait:

1000/2000 VRBOS becoming 320/15 toward Flinders Island.

5000 290/15
7000 280/20
1000 270/25

South of Lat.40S - freshening westerlies:

2000 270/20 to 30 over Tasmania
5000 270/25 to 30 over Tasmania
10000 270/30 to 40 over Hobart

The cloud conditions apart from Tasmanianwest coast was
relatively free from low cloud. Some cirrus persisted in most areas
and thickened over northwest and mid-north of NSW where scattered to
broken AcAs developed with base about 12,000 ft.

et

(R.K. STIBBS)
for Regional Director, Vic
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Was it an accldent or did the
: "four-pointed sta[" delqberqtely

ram pilot Frederick Valentich's " & |
Cessna and reduc? |t to ashes"
. : ‘ 20 S e AR
By Michael fqelv_:js | Hiaa : .
The gloom in the darkened sky Then he made has thtrd
thickened about him Qutside the observation.: ‘
cockpit of his trim, 120-mile-an- A fiery cylinder shot ac r()ﬁs the
hour Cessna the wind shrilled and nose of his plane. It mavec{ with | '
faint streaks of lightning such incredible speed that
brightened the far-off horizon. He Valentich could not determine if 3 r
touched his controls and the it was an §|rcraft or a metepr = %o ~i9
Cessna rose obediently from Was it a frick of vt‘-l(‘)nf ‘He keyed B+ » e
sooty clouds The night sky was his microphong for a (au signal « 3 » y

clear and Frederick Valentich, a

r heertul, seasoned pilot, made
two observations: he had reached
5.000 feet; visibility was
unlimited. All was well. 1t would
be a routine flight

|

to the air tower in Melbaurpe; but

decided qtherwise. He simply ;
couldn’t describe what his mmd \
told him He saw not only a i Ry
gleaming metal (ylmdo; (or did
he?) Imt FQWs of wm(loqs and a

e
et

ldeals UFO MQBG‘ZIM No. 7
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plume of greenish vapor. Who at
Melbourne would believe that?
Like all skilled pilots, Valentich
weighed his Situation It was 7:03
P.M. October 21,1978. Calmly, he
ticked off the facts: He was flying
on course over Bass Strait, which
separated Tasmania from
mainland Australia, making pood
time since leaving Melbourne's
‘wMoorabbin Airport at 6:19 M
Straight ahead was his

& destination, King Island, just off

the coast. He listened to
background noises on his two-way
“radio, strangely comforted by the
crackling of voices, assured by
~distant pilots BIving their position
and calling in commonplace

sightings like ships or far-off
planes

There it was A0 Nothing
commonplace about the
incredible shape of the “thing” or
“its terrifying velocity and metallic
glow. Weeks later a tape of his
graphic recital would testify to
his perception and skill with

words. It was not
report. Indeed, UFO sighters of
the past would be hard-pressed tg
match the flawless ac count:

“It looks like a silver battle
plane without wings. Yet a tailless
aircraft smooth and polished.
Cylinder shape. Rows of windows.
A large longitudinal fissure
running through two-thirds of its
length. Surface covered in ¢
scattered areas with a whitish
Material. Urable to ¢lock
ultimate speed. 1 cannot keep tip
with its forward thrust of 10 to
12,000 miles per hour. Green
vapor. Has fantastic upward
Impulse and it orbits around me

SO quickly that I'm blinded.”
At first, Valentich played his

cards with dis retion. After his

encounter with the mysterious

craft, he decidod to make a call to
the air tower

“Alert, please. Is there
below five thousand?”
“No traffic

“Traffic above me at five

an ordinary

traffic

T
whin \ i ""\S
.. thousandp .« : b & phk
“None. And nope - repeat
none = nea

altitude,”

- “Tower, you must re-check. * VR
belovy me a te.r(jble‘ &

Above, Now
‘ brightness? i 4
Nothing, we tell you.

speed,’! " '/

7 “Exactly five thousand. Speed:"

one hundred five. Good God, here

it comes.” ' .:
“What comes,
in your vicinity."

“Tower, listen to me) Ri
| am in orbit.

please? No other

damned unidentified. This craft

like no other. This
around my Cessna
can orbit. Two times.
they orbit with s'u[ch speed’}

nThev?u i A LTl

3 3 .
“It. maybe. Windows. Must be

thing orbits
faster than |
-three times

they. Large craft with personnel,”

“No commercia| air carrier
You, No Air Force lranspo{t

e rmr’nm'uf{u; Jlfllk‘('l:f’
. "l‘ i ‘;...-?‘

near.;
ithin °.

ALYRUr position and «* !4

Ap-ot, g

. Nothing.. "
Cive again YOus al_t-}tuc‘je fnd H

[ ght now " ©
No good. This *
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Icontinued from page 35
hundreds of miles. Flight 229,
please state nature of this craft.
Only you change position and
altitude. Are you okay as to you
right position and altitude?”
“Tower, it's gone, vanished.”
“In what direction is
unidentified craft moving away?”
“Tower, it did not move away.
It no longer exists.”
“Please check this observation

.-229, Unknown craft must move

away in some, repeat some,
direction.”

“Green vapor directiy
overhead, tower. Now that’s
gone.”

“Now you are all clear, 2297
And there is no strange craft,
right? Could be miscalculation.
But did you hear a vibratory?”

“Tower, heard nothing but my
own sound”

Electrical phenomena, 229, .
perhaps. Ball lightning can do
strange things. Mirage not

‘'uncommon with storm flare.”

“Storm flare far off to east,
tower. Not vapor trail, either.
Holy...here it comes from
southwest! All shiny and metallic.
My God, she comes at me.
Electrical stuff doesn’t have
portholes, Tower. And it's making
sharp turn downward at me.
Wait.. . let me — ”

Silence.

%229, come in, 229, answer
please.”

Silence.

%229, what are your
intentions?”

Intentions? Very early in his
flight training Valentich had
learned that rendering a sober
judgment of a flight observation
also offered evidence of a pilot’s
reliability and visual
sophistication. Although only 21,
Valentich had been airborne for
two years and was respected by
air control men and air traffic
experts. Valentich had built up a
“good log” in towers from
Victoria to Tasmania; within
10,000 square miles he was
known as a meticulous spotter. In
fact, a spokesman for the
Australian Transport Department
paid Valentich the following
homage a few weeks after he
literally vanished from this earth:

368 UFO

“He was far more than a
qualified pilot. He was a
dedicated and vigilant observer
His log was not one littered with
‘there’s a funny balloon out to the
east’ or‘a flaming something’
without trying to describe what a
something is. He put objects in
flight under careful surveillance;
one could venture that Valentich
was almost scholarly in his visual
thinking.

“We recall conversations with
him in a flight room where, after
hearing a yarn about a ridiculous
sighting, he espoused a policy of
being a ‘master of the possible.” |
remember his phrase. By that he
meant a possible object in the sky
could turn out to be probable if
given assessment from all human
resources.

“He emphasized he also didn’t
believe putting anything one
doesn’t understand in the
crackpot file. It was his belief
that sure as hell he didn’t buy the
idea of interplanetary vehicles,
but it doesn’t mean proof is
lacking. In flight Valentich was
committed to a total estimate of
the situation. That's why his
recordings of October 21, 1978
deserve thorough evaluation”

At 7:07 P.M. Valentich had
indeed given the situation a total
estimation. Throttling down the

“Cessna, he maintained his course

but dropped to 3,000 feet. In a

flat, expressionless tone, he began

his log on the Melbourne tape
“Tower, it is not an aircraft

: |
9% |

Repeat, not aircraft known to uf |
Unidentified vehicle has a green |
light at terminus of upper
cylinder. Outer projection
appears to be aluminum or so
other light metal. The windows
are unmistakable and | see four
other lights from the interior. N
windows, some other observati
area. Tower, it is playing a gam
Able to become stationary whil
at height of unmeasureable high
velocity Now it’s flying past at
my fuselage on the right and no
more than 400 feet from my
position —"

229, are you on collision
course?”’

“No, it is still at my side. It can,
can hang motionless. . .orbit over
and under me. Let me log —*

“Proceed, 229.”

“Wingless tube she is. Maybe
100 feet long, with a green blast} »
sometimes green vapor. This a
torpedo-type shape but so
distended it appears to have
outline of immense four-pointed
star. Repeat again nearest to
likeness of a massive cylinder a
approximately twice the size of 3
standard 707, or a B-52.”

229, you logged 100 feet in
length.”

“Tower, | log 100 feet length k

L2

approximate in one sighting. But
it dilates, it expands to huge size
as | look at it”

“Keep logging. But are you in —
danger?”

“Not thinking that way Too
much unbelievable to look at.”

-
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- "Af\ou in danger, 2297 Shall
we send pursuit?”

“Here he comes from
southwest! Passing within 200 feet

overhead. Good god, my engine is -

— (thunderous roar drowns out
his words).

“Is this Mayday, 2297”

“No, he’'s gone eastward. But
engine stalled when he made last
pass...engine.now resumed
okay...and he’'s coming right at
me again, Please check your
traffic scan. You must have a
craft in vicinity.”

“Nothing sinte your first 703
alert. Nothing now. Will order
pursuit...full scramble to 8 miles
over Bass at 3,000 altitude,
correct, 2297 You are sure?
There’s zero pick-up of another
craft anywhere in your area. But
there was a noise —" ;

“Unknown craft coming
straight at me! He’s hovering...it's
crazy. There he goes, but | can’t
lean on his bearing.. Why, he’s
vanished.”

“There 1s no cratt, 229. Shall
we order for scramble?”

“Gone, | log...no sighting...I'm
alone at three thousand.”

“What's your intention now,
2291"

“My intentions, ah,
keep on course to King Island. Do
you believe my log?”

“Sure do, we know it's
Valentich.”

“Thank you, tower. Am
proceeding at speed of 110 at
same course moving up to four

UFO PASSED
1.000 FEET
aBove @
PILOT
VALENTICH

4
i

§ as00

“ FEET
MELBOURNE FLIGHT

SERVICE CONTROL
REPORTED NO AIR
TRAFFIC BELOW
5,000 FEET.

thousand. Wait.. .wait.. .engine
faltering...I've got rough idling,
she may conk. What the hell? Oh
(deleted) Oh (deleted) she’s
coming up from the rear at a
tremendous burst. . his green light
is all over here...she.. he. . .it. . .it's
not aircraft...going up to five
thousand. . .six thousand.. long
wingless metallic tube spouting
flame . .. | feel scorching . ..

| feel ="

229, we hear something
tearing ... 2291 229, please
reply—"

In the tower at Moorabbin
Airport there was only silence.
For a moment the air traffic
controllers waited, stunned. It
seemed unearthly. On their
receivers they heard a loud
CRUNCH! followed by a second
detonating impact. It was the
unmistakable screech of metal in
collison with metal.

“Come in, 2297 Come in!” they
repeated, hearing only their own
breathing. The radar screen
seemed to mock them. The blip
that had been Valentich’s plane
simply vanished. The normal
order of radar evidence — blip
striking another blip to indicate a
two-plane catastrophe — did not
appear on the screen.

“And he didn’t go down!” cried
the chief controller.

“That smashing,” said the No. 2
man. “Not impact with water,
what?”

Later Australian Transport
spokesman Ken Williams summed
it up in a terse report:

“The Cessna was totally alone
over that sea area. We knew
precisely where Valentich had
been. It was a clear night. Very
little wind and no rain or fog.
Visual coverage for Valentich was

" clear for a hundred miles in all

directions. Assume the highly
unlikely situation the radar failed
to pick up a second craft.. how
could Valentich fail to perceive
that craft in perfect weather
conditions?”

Even as search planes roared

" into the night sky armed with

exact data as to Valentich's last
known position, Moorabbin
Airport technicians pored over
recent information they had been
inclined to disregard. From

cS 9 2

October 18 to October 21 (only
five hours before the Cessna
disappeared) there had been 11
UFO sightings. The Royal
Australian Air Force confirmed
the burst of UFO activity. “Those
unexplained sightings occurred
over land and off-shore. We call
them reports of sightings,” the
cautious statement said.

Valentich’s last cry of “engine
faltering!” was less of an enigma
to Australian air control than his
disappearance. They no longer
‘disregard reports of “sputterings”
or “temporary failure” of planes
in the vicinity of UFO sightings —
even though pilots of these
planes do not report a UFO
encounter.

A Civil Aviation spokesman
states: “UFOs over our territory
have been seen in conjunction
with electromagnetic interference,
radio blackouts, motor stallings,
air ionization and other odd
effects.

“Validity, some at least, could
be given to the likelihood of
UFOs. Something is hovering at
low altitudes or making vertical
ascents, descents, or orbiting at
tremendous speed. It is possible
that a UFO requires extra power
at such times, increasing the
electromagnetic interference.

“We reviewed hundreds of
cases — not aircraft related —
and there were automobile
engines stopping for no apparent
cause; radio and TV aerials
crippled; electric lights have
dimmed or gone out in cities,
towns and villages. But here’s the
mystery: the radio on pilot i
Valentich’s Cessna functioned
during close encounter. Indeed,
he radioed the object was as near
as 400 feet. Why then did his
radio perform up to that last
second of ‘| feel scorching!’
before he was gone from the
radar screeni

“And here we have the biggest
mystery: if his radio performed,
why was there a powerful
magnetic force to banish his
tormentor from the screen?

“Are there UFOs with
propulsion devices wiping out
evidence as it so pleases them?
Valentich radioed ‘It is playing a
Jeontinued on page 80
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Jeontinued from page 37

. game,” and who can dismiss it as

hysteria? His words may show us
that there may be little or nothing
for science to measure — no
material object to be picked up
by human instrumentation.
Nothing can be repeated for
study because nothing existed
but a force we cannot
explain...and the pilot’s
compliance with the duties of his
job. He saw it.”

For four days 18 military and
private planes roamed over
15,000 square miles of open sea.
The distance between Moorabbin
Airport and King Island is 130
miles. Three of the search craft
followed the exact course of the
vanished Cessna, circling and re-
circling over a small region where
Valentich would have come down
if he crashed. Again, the lost
pilot’s meticulous skill
contributed to the precision of
the three-plane search, criss-
crossing back and torth, dipping
to 150 feet, looking for wreckage,
anything. Ironically, Valentich’s
reportage on his final location
was so dependable that searchers
were able to focus on the exact
few thousand feet of sea.

Not a trace. -

On October 23rd — two days
later — a search plane spotted an
oil slick. It was a small patch,
slightly more than 50-by-50-foot.
A scoopful was picked up by a
gadget lowered to the sea from a
helicopter. A few fours later a
Melbourne laboratory positively
identified the fluid as tar
discharged by a freighter or some
other sea going vessel. No
airborne craft could have used it.

Shortly after 10 A M. on
October 24, the telephone rang in
the main office of the Melbourne
Police Department. On the line
was bank executive Colin Morgan,
59, of Melbourne. His story
fascinated the officer who was

viatyd
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fielding dozens of calls from
people who believed they had
spotted the UFO. “A tube without
wings | saw up there” announced
Morgan. "My wife, tsabel, saw it,

- too. Metallic and bright, a green

light, perhaps green smoke, or
vapor.”

That did it. No exact
description of Valentich's sighting
had been published in the
Melbourne press, nor had it been
broadcast over TV or radio.
Furthermore, Colin Morgan was a
particularly credible witness: a
distinguished member of the
community, assuredly
levelheaded, the vice president of
a bank. “Making a mistake is not
my business,” Morgan said later,

Morgan was right. When air
control sat down with him to
compare its confidential taping of
valentich with the banker’s
superb recital, they looked at him
admiringly. “It was like holding a
mirror up to what the pilot
logged,” said a radio man at
Moorabbin Airport.

Of all 11 UFO sightings from
October 18 to October 21 —
three made by professional pilots
— none was as accurate as the
description given by Morgan
Others had chronicled a
“pulsating box” or still more
vaguely a “celestial craft” or a
“traveling illumination” or a
“greenish ferris wheel ” These
hazy recollections within 50 to
100 miles of Valentich’s actual
encounter tended to support
convictions that there had been
“unexplained sightings,” as the

. Royal Air Force put it. And these
reports had drifted in before the
news was flashed that Valentich
had disappeared.

Morgan’s deposition
dramatically confirmed what
Valentich logged at Moorabbin
Airport. It was uncanny.

“What amazed me was the
timing,” Morgan told interviewers




“When | read that the pilot's
sighting was at 7:03 | couldn’t
_believe it. At the very moment
Valentich was reporting his
‘encounter with a UFO, Isabel and
| had synchronized our
watches, precisely at 7 P.M. It
was low and traveling at
unbelievable speed, cylinder
shape,no wings, rows of windows
and a greenish plume. Yes, it
looked like a four-pointed star
with green vapor streaming from
one of its points.” Shortly
thereafter, Morgan sketched what
he and his wife had seen. It fused
perfectly with the word picture
Valentich had logged on the
airport tape.

A keen-eyed citizen and his
wife had unerringly viewed what
Valentich had logged. But what
of the terrifying I feel a
scorching!” and the sickening
CRUNCH! as he vanished from
the radar screen? What was
Valentich’s fate? _

A scorching or burning trauma
is not an unfamiliar experience
for those who have had contact,
directly or indirectly, with UFOs.
UFO buffs are knowledgeable
about existing data, much of it
carefully documented, which
gives a full account of domestic
animals (horses, cows, sheep)
found burned to death after
strange flying craft visited the
vicinity. s

Still unsolved, for example, is
the 1967 case of the saddle pony
at the Harry King Ranch, San Luis
Valley, California, which was
literally incinerated (the skeleton
had been burned pink) shortly
after dozens of witnesses saw a
UFO traveling eastward over a
mountain while extending

antennae toward a pasture. Later,

the U.S. Forest Service reported
“high radioactivity” sweeping
outward some two city blocks
from the animals corpse. Similar
incidents have been reported
elsewhere.

In Miami, Florida, State and
local police still have no answer
to the bizarre “scorches” on the
skin of businessman Filiberto

+ Cardenas, 45, who vanished from
his car on January 9 this year and
was later found, bleeding and
seared on a road four miles from
where he had been abducted.
Three witnesses saw him plucked

upwatds by a “huge purple UtU
Cardenas reported that the hands
reaching down for him from the
UFO were “hot as a furnace.”

There are countless other
stories from people burned by a
UFO encounter. Valentich’s
“scorching” experience is taken
seriously by investigators, among
them Cornell University scientists,
They are still probing the truth, or
untruth, of unexplainable “radar
emissions from presumably
unknown flying craft.” Their link
with human flesh mutilations
defies analysis.

In Chile, where UFO sightings
are numerous, a Santiago team of
physicists offered this 1974
observation:

“A strong heating effect from a
UFO encounter could be
explained as a radar-type
emission. In part of the evidence
studied there is a possibility that
a UFO ’heat effect’ is also
associated with a ‘UFO sound.” A
certain proportion of reports
include testimony of individuals
of ‘hearing’ the approach of a

‘UFO before it is seen. This

‘sound’ has been described as a
peculiar buzzing inside the head.
We should not discount the
stories of individuals,
furthermore, who say they felt the
extreme heat as some unknown
object descended on them.
Natural emissions with
extraordinary heat from a UFO
bear some similarity to radar
signals.

“Many radar beams consist of a
series of electromagnetic pulses
transmitted intermittently. They
have a high power of
concentration in one direction —
with heat acceleration. When
there are strange interactions (a
burn or heat laceration not seen
previously) the individual who
suffers them should be listened to
carefully.

“A UFO burn could be a
reality. . .reality leading to a
confirmation of a true encounter.
And that high-heat encounter
could destroy its target.”

Was the searing fire that
enveloped Frederick Valentich's
plane so volatile that it ignited
the Cessna’s metal structure?
Could he have vanished as a puff
of ash in the wind over the sea?
The answer remains to be found ==
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[1 AN AMERICAN
magazine claims it
holds a top-secret
Australian govern-
. ment tape concerning
a UFO.

In the alleged
transcript, published this
week by Ideal UFO
Quarterly, missing pilot
Frederick Valentich
radios that there are
people aboard the
huge, silver craft which
buzzed him over Bass

K VALENWCH Stran

to the magazine’s New
York executives.

They said they held
evidence that Australia’s
Department of Transport
had censored more than
five minutes of Valen-
tich’s report.

Samp[s passages

With JOHN PINKNEY

/ Australia’s leading UF0 and supernatural mveshgatnr

now, speuhng flame. |

other. It orbits around
me ... has windows.

It's a large craft with-

personnel.
“Outer projection ap-

~ pears to be aluminium.
"It can haony

‘motionless
looks like a gr&:un

mbe w;!h apor

to have the outline of an
immense, four-pointed
star.

“Now it dilates. It ex-
pands to a huge size as |
watch it.” SN

And then, as the UFO
closed in for the last

time: "In a long, win-
i ‘metallic tube,

feel scorching . . . | feel

The last sound on the
tape is the screech of
metal on metal.

One week after
Valentich vanished, |,
too, was handed
evidence that the
Department of Transport
had censored the tape,
on grounds of national

security.

Some of the pilot’s
comments in the
American magazine

report tally with notes |
. was ve‘nluslgctober.
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11 hurt as
rodeo stand
collapses

ELEVEN people were*taken-
to hospital and a baby nar-
rowly escaped death yesterday
when a stand full of people
watching a rodeo collapsed in
Ulmarra, on the NSW north
coast.

More than 60 people were on
the eight-tiered timber stand.

Last night four people — two
with broken bones — were still
in Grafton Hospital. The oth-
ers were discharged after
treatment for shock and
bruises.

Police said a year-old girl es~
caped death because she was
moved from her pram‘seconds
before it was crushed by the
stand.

- w uperty And examination re-
vealed needle punctures near their
jugular veins.

At least one trainer received death
threats over his refusal to rig races,
the report says.

It also says a federal Liberal politi-
cian and a State Labor MP accompa-
nied two well-known criminals on a
flight from Britain to Australia on
July 25, 1976.

The criminals had travelled to Brit-
ain eight days earlier to buy gambling
equipment for illegal casinos in the
Sydney area. .
t'u(]me had 10 convictions for SP bet.~

g.

The independent MP for Bout.h
Coast, Mr John Hatton, described the
report yesterday as "frightening.”

He said he would call on Mr Wran to
order the NSW Police Commissioner,
Mr Wood, to appear before Parlia-
ment to answer guestions relating to
organised crime. |

“Either: the Police Commissioner
has not kept his minister informed of
the crime intelligence unit's findings
or Mr Wran lied to Parliament when
he said he didn’t know the report exis-
ted,” Mr Hatton said.
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major international st.a.mp
dealer . He intended to se
the stamps in Australia,

About $470,000 wo
stamps were in the n\g
body of the briefcase. A zIp
pered outer compartment,
without a lock, contained
an album full of rare Aus-
tralian issues.

Special seals were placed
over the two locks for the
main body of the briefcase,
::t the zipper was not seal-

told the courier if he did
not_pay $45,000 duty on the
stamps they would not be
allowed into the country.

The representative told
Customs officials he could
not pay the duty and the
briefcase was kept. at t.he
airport.

With the sultca.se inside
an airline safe, the repre-
sentative contacted his
superiors in London, who
told him to make arrange-

.Customs officials in Perth °

ed refuelling stop
=1. , where passen-
: : a.llowed to disem-
O security check was |
pade of the locker.

The disappearance of the
stamps was not discoveren

until the briefcase had

been delivered to its Lon-
don owners.

Most of the investigation
work was passed on to
Perth.

The man in charge of the
investigation, Mr Bert Wal-
ters, said it was possible the
stamps were removed from
the briefcase even before
they were taken aboard the
plane in London bound for
Australia.

Or they might have disap-
peared on either leg of their
round trip, or at stops in be-
tween.

“It's all rather baffling.
The adjusters in Perth are
offering a $3000 reward for
a full recovery of the
stamps,” he said.

e then made an |

Seance ‘reaches’ UFO kidnap pilot

A CLAIRVOYANT claims he has
.made contact with a pilot who disap-
peared in October after reporting the
presence of an unidentified flying ob-
ject.

He said the missing pilot, 20-year-old
Frederick Valentich, reported being
taken by a community in space and that
the reason his aircraft has not been found
is that it “disappeared from any physical
existence.”

The clairvoyant, New Zealand author
and lecturer Colin Amery, held a special
seance at his Dunedin home on Saturday
night, exactly six months after Valen-
tich's disappearance over Bass Strait.

The case made world headlines because
of a radio message between Valentich and
air traffic control in which the pilot de-
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By DAVID ELIAS

scribed a bright object flying close to his,

Cessna. The conversation ended with a
metallic thud. Since then no trace of pilot
or plane has been found.

The missing pilot's father, Mr Guido
Valentich, knew of the seance and plan-
ned to be in his son’s bedroom at the time
to assist with deep concentration. But a
mix-up over the time change between
Australia and New Zealand put Mr Valen-
tich in his son's bedroom two hours early.

During a short “conversation” through
Mr Amery, Valentich is said to have told
the seance that 60 seconds of the radio
transcript was suppressed and edited out
before it was released. The allegation is in
line with highly-publicised claims by
friends and family after its release.

Valentich is supposed to have said he

-
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was safe bul no longer had a physical
body. He is claimed to have said: “I am in
light. I can move to wherever I need to
M.II

Valentich reportedly said there were
people who had come to do certain work
and they needed his skill. They were not
from earth but from a place in the galaxy
he could not locate. Asked if there were
others with him he replied: “Yes. Many
people with technical skills have been
chosen to help, and these people are my
colleagues. They come from the planet | |
earth.” g B

Mr Guido Valentich said yesierday he |
still believed his son was alive but was
sceptical about Mr Amery’s claims. Mr |
Valentich said it was just possible Mr
Amery might be trying to publicise his
book, New Atlantis, which predicts severe
upheavals and great changes to the earth [
in about a year.




Turbocharged
1979 Bonanza

A NEW turbocharged Bonanza, desig-
nated the A36TC, is included in the
Beechcraft line for next year. Certifi-
cation is expected this month, and
deliveries will begin next year. Engine
is the 300 h.p. Continental TSIO-520-
UB, raising maximum certificated
altitude to 25,000ft, and gross weight
from the A36’s 3,600Ib to 3,6501b. The
diameter of the standard three-bladed
propeller is an inch smaller for re-
duced tip speed and noise, and for
greater ground clearance. The need
for cowl flaps is eliminated by a series
of louvres and gills, and the heater
has been redesigned and repositioned
to cope with the lower temperatures
at high altitudes.

Standard features on the A36TC,
as well as the A36, include a new
extended rear compartment for up
to 70lb baggage, and a new 15°
approach flap setting common to all
Bonanzas, identical with that of
the Baron models and allowing a
maximum extension speed of 152kt.
Also offered on all 1979 Bonanzas is
increased oxygen capacity, with the
choice of either a 49ft® or 76ft® system.
The A36, now in its 11th year, is cur-
rently top-selling Bonanza, although
the V-tailed V35 has now been going
for 32 years and passed the 10,000
mark in 1977.

Next year will see the Skipper,
Beech’s T-tailed two-seater, entering

service in the Beech Aero Club train-
ing package system, alongside the
Sundowner 180, retractable Sierra 200
and Duchess twin. The first produc
tion prototype Skipper flew in Sep-
tember, and it has since been joined
by another for flying towards certifi-
cation, expected in January. Skipper
production has begun at Beech’s
Liberal-based division, alongside Sun-
downer, Sierra and Duchess assembly
lines.

Sixty Duchesses had been delivered
up to September 30, with production
next year expected to exceed 200.
Three have gone to Canada and in
September one was flown 18,000 miles
to New Zealand. Beech has developed
a multi-engine course to complement
Duchess introduction at its 100 Aero
Clubs. The oourse covers complete
training for the private and commer-
cial pilot certificates and instrument
rating.

Cessna downed by UFO?

A FULL-SCALE air and sea search
was mounted from Melbourne last
week for a Cessna 182 which dis-
appeared after its pilot said he had
been buzzed by an unidentified object.

Frederick Valen-
tich was flying alone over the Bass
Strait when he told Melbourne air
traffic that he saw an object with
“four bright lights.” It initially passed
about 1,000ft above him, he said, at
a speed he could not estimate. Valen-
tich was at 4,500ft, and no other air-
craft were reported in the vicinity.

He later said he was orbiting, and
that the object, with “a green light
and sort of metallic light on the out-
side,” was orbiting above him. Shortly
afterwards he reported his engine
was rough-running, and said he was
proceeding to King Island with the
unknown aircraft still hovering over
him. After what was described as a
metallic noise on his transmission,
radio contact was lost. An oil slick
was later reported in the area, but
was thought to be too widespread to
have come from a light aircraft.

R ————
|
3 .

Private.
[FILOSET

Officlal organ of the Royal Asro Club

Left Besides turbocharging, the A36TC also
has o new extended rear compartment for up
to 70Ib baggage. Below left Deliveries of the
Skipper should begin early next year

Prizegiving night at
the Royal Aero Club

THIS YEAR’S presentation of Royal
Aero Club medals by president HRH
the Prince of Wales takes place on
November 28 at the Royal Auto-
mobile Club. Awards to be presented
include the Britannia Trophy, Silver
and Bronze medals, the Prince of
Wales Cup, Breguet Trophy, FAI
Group Diploma, Tissandier and Mont-
golfier Diplomas and Nile Gold Medal.
The presentation will be at the RAC's
Mountbatten Suite, Pall Mall, London
SWI1. Tickets, at £6-50, are available
from the Royal Aero Club Socdal Sec-
retary, John Morgan, at 47 Curzon
Street, London W1.

Development plans
under consideration
for Kent airfield

KENT County Council may develop
West Malling airfield to cater for air-
taxi and other types of business and
private flying. Leader of the County
Council, John Grugeon, stresses that
this is only one of the options being
considered. Others include housing,
industrial and recreational schemes.
The Council is still a long way from
making any firm dedsions, and is
keeping in close touch with the local
district councils. An aviation consul-
tancy has prepared a full report on
the airfield. The Council emphasises
that recreational flying, espedally
training drcuits, and scheduled air
services are not included in its plans.

Chipmunk Club’s second

year

THE British-based DHC-1 Chipmunk
Club has just celebrated its first
birthday, and already has some 100
members in  Australia, Iceland,
Nigeria, North America and Europe.
Several joined after reading about
the club in Flight, and secretary
Ralph Sieiner writes to welcome
other readers who may be Chipmunk
owners, pilots or simply enthusiasts.
Contact him at Soller, Barnet Road,
Arkley, Herts.
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/ : ~“ _Director Vic/Tas
( G.V. Hughes ) Parliament- House
Assistant Secretary CANBERRA, ACT 2600
(Air Safety Investigation) P
Private Secretary
Dear Dr Cass, ; MLS .

I refer to your personal representations on behalf of
Mr Guido Valentich of 18 Arven Avenue, Avondale Heights, whose son
disappeared whilst piloting an aircraft across Bass Strait on
21 October 1978.

My Department was, of course, responsible for the search
action which took place when it became known that the aircraft was
missing., Additionally, the Air Safety Investigation Branch of my
Department commenced an investigation at that time into the circum-
stances which led to the disappearance of the aircraft, This invest~
igation has not yet been completed but, in the absence of any trace
of the aircraft or the pilot, it seems unlikely that it will be
possible to determine the reason for the disappearance. Responsibility
for investigation of reports concerning "Unidentified Flying Objects"
is that of the Royal Australian Air Force and my Department has
liaised with the RAAF concerming those aspects of the occurrence,

Mr Valentich had contact with the Rescue Co-ordination
Centre (RCC) at Melbourne Airport on each day of the search for the
missing aircraft and was given details of the search action completed
and intended. A few days after the search was abandoned, he visited
the RCC and was given an extensive briefing of the complete search
operation. At about this time he also visited the Regional Office of
my Department to assist the investigation and the responsible air
safety investigation officer advised him of the progress of the
investigation at that time. Subsequently, he made two further visits
and several telephone calls to the Regional Office for discussions
with air safety investigation officers and on each occasion was
advised of the progress of the investigation. It is understood that
he has also had contact with the RAAF concerning the U.F.0. aspects
of the occurrence. )

It is bellieved that Mr Valentich has been informed of all
relevant information known to my Department in respect of this
unfortunate occurrence and, of course, if any trace of his son or the
missing eircraft is discovered in the future, he will be informed
accordingly. In the meantime, if there is any specific aspect of the
occurrence in respect of which Mr Valentich requires further information,

any request made by him to my Department will again be treated very
sympathetically. :

Yours sincerely,

( P.J. Nixon )

The Hon. M.H, Cass, M.F.
Parliament House,
CANBERRA, ACT 2600
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Dear Mr Keane,

In your letter of 12 January you asked several
questions about the Cape Otway Light and the Cape Wickham
Light., The attached sheet tabulates the answers to those
questions.

Your 10 January letter asks about public access
to the file on the missing aircraft, VH-DSJ. The Air Safety
Investigation Branch of the Department of Transport is charged
with the investigation of occurrences which affect, or could
affect, air safety. The purpose of these investigations is to
help us all to prevent or avoid air accidents in the future.
The material gathered in the course of our investigations is
freely given to us on the understanding that we will treat it
as confidential and use it solely for the purposes of accident
prevention.

advised that the investigation into this occurrence is contin-
uing and the Department has not released a report of the
investigation.

With regard to your other question, please be
I
Yours sincerely, |

|

X !

(I.S. Smith) |
for Director

Mr Peter G. Keane,
55 Greville Avenue,
FLINDERS PARK, S.A. 5025.

Att



A.

B.

D.

Otway Wickham Units
INTENSITY -~ White 1,000,000 550,000 Candela
- Red 250,000 - "
RANGE - Nominal - white 26 24 Naut. Miles
Nominal - red 22 - -
Geographical - red/ 24 23 -
white
CHARACTERISTICS
on 0.1 0.1 Seconds
off 2.6 2.9 "
on 0.1 0.1 "
off 2.6 6.9 "
on 0.1 - "
off 12.5 - "
Total Cycle 18.0 10.0 "
POSITION - Lat. 38° 39°
51.5* 35,7¢ South
Long. 143°  143°
30,8 56,9'  East
ELEVATION 91 85 Metres
HEIGHT OF TOWER 19 48 .
SHAPE, COLOUR, MATERIAL Both are round, white, stone towers.
GLAZED TION - Diameter 57 5.7 Metres
Height 3.0 3.0 "
ON Manually Photoelectric
15 mins
before
sunset
OFF Manually at

sunset




ASSU
,@7/ : /de A

OFe

/7%

J

vz/é/?é’//w) @

A/ /»,ew's‘ :

/ 077, 2V sbell
7

el

—

250, 2

/4'tj,e =
- nchf-\—/ — l-beZ‘f

1{ ‘\Qw 1€ o \-c—’({'

,?.L AM( »/ A..v(( - )1c’lt\r~\—4/ - /?5(

Ly LmheA h-u(t' -;e:;«fdrr.v—/- w4~V"f‘0(
ﬂ"f‘h:..-‘.‘// MG )_e A /‘(!’ c{i/:-—\‘( /4—/ a ’/,}4?/ o f{a PG J-/-\:/.A./
A/ch Cer e /j /z-e—»-;( S /4-1' cnte lf AA—\}( A ;./J(e-\ M&'ém ‘(’?4
Fthe {/-rg ‘:l /f -\Q«—'Z( ( hu& a /p.. /,“zgc.dq ;én;f{‘_‘—/ P --..14 ey "//""'\ / Ei~Ey
exet, '
& ‘-// - - :‘K A/; e Ln‘-w-a @,{{,f—:»\‘_( J »Zrlé e {/‘y/ Ca /41"‘1 e"sz'f

% &, Lo c ~
n.?n: / "z:-ﬂ el P ‘d wﬁr/ ‘”No‘/; ‘J) /‘f( cu-lv-nwz-‘m_.{/ e /4 Pﬁ—\[< d‘\"“(
—M%\ / /4 aFbnt 5 z.—o/-f) /‘& &d; -.Zf :/ /4 / // e

// *(C ’ /4 < /4’ r—-/f-tufﬂ‘.\‘ ._ /.._ /{,,} Ceote /;/
r'(’b\.o\(,\_ .[ ZL&—...; }’e / 5' Aéﬁc pf‘j.n-—( o e ét.._z f, -f f‘) %

207 W)

Cy iAol Fve [g’..-,.y Fom  seguaced 252 =109 "/en ‘j
ﬂ!f{ /09 0 shore
{(z‘./—-v/:!uét (fﬂ-)a /./;—‘L 3 €Lt‘;7 ,30 H‘(tmd/s
Flas & O/ see
.(4:-\—/ CCZ ¥ P P
/ Vo N T

“*"‘-) “c ﬂ/m—{

f s <2 d’-/}.-é/ Oc/;,-é/a.‘//‘y)" = /F-0 cre.
D/ Loln. Py S
, [43.° 20.8' £
ER B ol
// -f /:':~-4- /? h-.b-AL -&w’('f& r*c'l«----/ S'Z:C, 7:-*‘-{«\
A’a;«t\ %»w. a8 3.7 AC’A—(‘ odlk A A acahx L/(

(Ployed - eeidin)

/5 t“-.vk_-—'/bi /%rb( Koo ni-&/
J I——u-an <




A fuben oty ssaiose  Candle
}’ 4a7q LY hca»w{(-—/ m;"df - /\,,,,,“:_‘ 4
: 23 t\ﬂ.«/l( "/ .ﬁ.._/({ (:(‘77 ./.A. r -~ (

& 7 AP A Y R -
e it
(’(a,u..,/h ‘,Ld,_ -

Gron %1[\ e £otn O -0 yve
/J C,J (o L4
0°/2-‘7 O lfE 7 = [0.01ec

D/ Pl 29 ok L 5
/¢3° s59' £

- T o 85 medu
//g./lf 7/5%\ 4P mehe T o e

Aanbs ‘%"?’ B Ve, gk okt Legt
A% ~
E/ Poe - sl ol conktl

fge Mo ifo s S we £ po hean

(ot Pl
Slons ghibes




GVH:MCS 2.3.79.

79

V116/783/1047

Dear Mr Valentich,

In your letter of 8 January 1979 you asked me
if I could provide you with a copy of the radio trans-
missions made by your son during the flight which terminated
in his disappearance on 21 October 1978.

It is the normal policy of this Department to
treat all recorded radio communications as confidential.
However, in this case, I am very happy to give you a taped
copy of your son's voice to have as a keepsake.

I would ask you, however, in view of the art-
ment's firm policy of confidentiality, to confine the hearing

of the tape to your family for the specific purpose stated in
your letter.

Please accogt my sincere wishes that the disappear-
ance of your son will be resolved without further distress to
you and your family.

Yours faithfully,

A/g Director

Mr G. Valentich,
18 Arvern Avenue,

AVONDALE HEIGHTS, VIC. 3034,
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Dear lr Keane, %
Your letters of the 10th and 12 of Jamuary have been received and the
matters you raised are receiving our attention.

I apologise for the delay in acknowledging your correspondence and thank
you for your courtesy in enclosing stamped addressed envelopes, However, please
be advised that these are not necessary when corresponding with an Australian
Government department.

Yours faithfully,

(I.5, Smith)
for Director

Peter (, Keane,
55 Grenville Ave,
FLINDERS PARE, Se.ls 5025

# D Floagud , sddicued puveloes oucleted |
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Pleage see folio T75.
2 This Branch is not really compet@nt to answer
Mr Keame's questions and we would appreciate you
providing the required information where possible,

D.o.T. 1962
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" Dear Sir,

‘ 55 Greville Ave
CAAHMM Tlinders Park 5025

Adelaide S,A.

42 1A 070
16 JAN D77

This is by way of an enguiry into the mainlight at Cape Otway light-
house.

The purpose of this letter is to obtain any information on the follow-
ing that you care to release for an investigation into the alleged
WIFO" related incident involving the disappearance of the Cessna I82

6n Oct.2Ist:

A) What is the exact power output of the Cape Otway light?

B) Exactly how far can this light be seen?

C) What are,the colours of the light and the exact duration of its
revolutions?

D) what is the position of the lighthouse/height/width/no.of windows/
colouring/etec.?

E) When does the light begin operation each day?

F) Do you have the same information on the above.5 gueries on the

Cape Wickham lighthouse,King Island,and if so could you please
supply it?

G) Any information that you may deem relevant to my study.

Any information that you supply is greatly appreciated and will
benefit my study.

The lighthouse keepers at Cape Otway and Cape Wickham have both
provided helpful information but I seek more detailed data on the
above queries.

In hoping that you will assist,I am sincerely,

e

10 \ FPeter G.Keane.

T.D Keane
26398
GH& <

b |
|



Jan,I0th Teter (,Keane g/
18 JAN W3 v JANTS? 55 @reville Ave
' Flinders Park 5025
W Dear Ur Snmitn, adelaide S,4,

Your assistance in earlier enquiries has been very helpful
but I must make one final query; is the file on the valen-
tich disappearance available to the public or has any inv-
estigation by the Dept. of Tramsport or analogous organis-
ations been released,that I may obtain,

I'will be glad to pay any postage fees/reproduction fees
and whatever else remittance is necessary upon notification
as to these needs.

In hoping that you will assist,I am sincerely,4¢¢‘

A AR

Peter G.Keane.

€
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RRC:CS 13/12/78

V116/7683/1047

Dear Madam,

Your letter dated 5 December 1978 re
accident to VH-DSJ has been received and you can

expect a reply shortly.

Ms J. Brooks,

31 Avenue Street,

MILLSWOOD.

S.A.

5034

Yours faithfully,

I.S5. Smith
for Director
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v116/783/1047

Dear Mr. Keane,

‘ The purpose of our analysis of the oil slick sample taken from
T Bass Strait during the search for missing Cessna 182 aircraft, VH-ISJ,
was to determine:

|

1 if the sample was of an aviation type fuel or lubricant and
i 2 if it was, then was it from the missing aircraft,
\

Results of the analysis by the Materials Rémearch Laboratories :
ind