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OPERATION ' CLOSE ENCOUNTER' 

Reference : A . HQOC 073/SOINT SIC EAI of 300350ZJUN83 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Refer e nce A repo rt ed a se ri es of unidentified 
radar contacts at the Area App r oach Control Centre (AACC} 
Mascot, stating, inter alia , that their movement was consistent 
with that of aircraft and that technicians at the AACC had 
indicated they could only have been caused by man - made objects . 

2 . These sightings had allegedly taken place over 
several weeks , one having aprarently been corrobo rated by an 
operator at 3CRU . 

3 . As a result of this message RAAF Base Williamtown 
was directed at about 2000 hours on Thursday 30 June 1983 to 
mount an investigation . At 0600 hours on Friday 1 July 1983, 
therefore, 2 Mirage interceptors were place d on Alert 2 under 
the tactical control of 3CRU which simultaneous ly started 
r ound the clock sur veillance in an attempt to correla te any 
findings with Mascot. Operation ' Close Encounter ' was begun . 

AIM 

4 . This report is tendered to r eco rd the subsequent 
investigation into the alleged unidentified flyi ng objects 
(UFO} by 3CRU. 

INVESTIGATION 

Initial Repo r ts 

5 . As the surveillance team was set up the initi a l 
report at Reference A was examined . Unfortunately the 
information presented was vague but it was estab l ished that 
3CRU was never operating at the time of any incident listed . 
Air Defence personnel were questioned whether they had seen 
a ny similar phenomena but nothing positive was found. 

6 , XO 3CRU held telephone conve rsations with two 
su~cessive Senior Area Controllers (SAC} at DOA , Mascot to 
iNvestigate movement patterns . Relying on memory alo ne these 
gentlemen were of the opinion that contacts had appeared 
~ostly north or south of Sydney , travelling mostly nor th o r 
north - east . Radial interference or 'marching men ' wa s initially 
suspected by 3CRU office ~ but DOA reported that some s l ight 
alterations in headinc had been obser ved whi ch is not typical 
of this type of interference. 

t\lTuaGTED 
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1 . A careful watch was set up and contact established 
with Sector 8 (RAAF ATC) Mascot which was requested to report 
any further contacts . Several were r eported on the first day 
but were fleetingly held by Sydney with nothing at all seen 
by either 3CRU or WLM SURAD . These contacts were again we ll 
to the north of Sydney and 3CRU should have been in a more 
favourable position to pick them up . As the RSR has no height 
finder nothing could be determined in the ve rti cal plane 
except that the alleged speeds suggested high altitude . 
Tactics f or pr ovisional intercepts were designed accordingly , 
being essentially a supersonic acceleration at best accele ration 
altitude , follo wed by a climbing approach. ' Clean ' air c raft 
wer e made available for maximum operational effectiveness and 
authority to use the full performance of the aircraft 
r egardless of location was given. 

SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

8 . Notwithstanding the number of contacts emanat ing 
from the 23 em wavelength RSR , orders were passed that no 
scramble would occur unless contact was held on the 3CRU 
(10 em) radar , with control carried out by a qualified officer . 
Thus no airc r aft were launched on the first day. 

9 . A further analysis of sightings was made on the 
evening of 1 July 1983 , using evidence from a survey of AACC 
tapes going as far back as possible . From this it appeared 
that no sightings had occur r ed between 1000 hours and 1600 
hours (local) over sevPral weeks . Aircraft were r eleased 
between these hours on 2 July 1983. 

10 . As the operation progressed , howeve r, it became 
clea r that no such clear- cut ch r onological pattern existed 
Nevertheless most contacts persisted in a narrow sector of 
about 30° between 70 and 150 n miles north of Sydney , heading 
between 020° and 050° at speeds estimated bet we en 600 and 3600 
knots . Some ' painted ' for no more than a few sweeps of the 
RSR . No sonic booms were reported at these times and no 
correlating returns were held by 3CRU or SURA9 , although 
brief excitement was generated by an occassional desce nding 
meteorological balloon . 

11 . The standard of reporting by AACC personnel 
contin ued to be vague and incomplete and there was no ready 
explanation of why contacts were being repo r ted well within the 
Round Mo un tain Unattended Radar (RMUA) coverage . A team of 
3 Air Defence Controllers was therefore despatched to the 
AACC at PM hours on 2 July 1983 to begin continuous operation 
at Sector 7 . This team consisted of SONLDR B. Niblett, CC 
JCRU , graduate o f the GDEW course , FLTLT J . Garden , ADCI 3CRU , 
a fo r mer RADTECH , AND FLGOFF S . Snow , 114CRU, who had completed 
the Identification Offi c er ' s Course . 

12 . These officers were b r iefed to undertake three tasks , 
viz: 

a . To plot as accurately as possible every 
contact , calculating a precise heading and 
spoed and e ~ mining general charac teristics , 

' . . 
u 



b . To contro l interceptors against these contacts 
if a reasonable chance of interception 
presented itself, and 

c . To seek a technical expla nation of why 
these contacts wer e not seen at all by the 
RMUA. 

Investigations at Mascot AACC 

13 . PLGOFF Sno w, being first to arrive , began ope r ations 
at 143 0 hours on 2 July 1983 . Upon plotting one or two 
contacts sweep by sweep he was able to report a slight 
clockwise spiral movement . This wns consistent with a type of 
radar int e r·fereYJ ct, colloqu ia lly known as ' running rabb i ts' and 
immediately explained why all previously reported alterations of 
course had been minor and to the right. 

14. Follow up action by the remainder of the team from 
about 1630 hours consisted of : 

a . checking the background of what had 
been reported by AACC staff , 

b . establishing whether or not the RMUA had 
generated any of the contac ts, 

c . requ esti ng assistance to conduct a tech ni cal 
investigation into the pe rformance of the 
RSR by implementing suitable test proced ure s, and 

d . the implementation of such test procedures and 
analysis of results . 

15 . In the first instance it became apparent that 
non e of the technical staff would admit to the statement that 
the objects observed were likely to be man-made , a key element 
in Reference A, and , in the second instance , technical staff 
were adamant that no contacts had been ge nerated by the RMUA, 
on which the presentation of t racks is computer-in itiated and 
transmitted by data link to Mascot . Overlap by the Sydney 
RSR , however, does occur into the RMUA area up to 165 n miles 
from Sydney. 

16 . In the third instance , CC JCRU asked whether any 
comparison had been carried out between the AACC Opera t ors ' 
presentation and the technical maintenance radarscope in the 
workshop across the co rridor from the AACC at the time of the 
sightings . This rather elementary test had not been done, 
although the phenomena had been noticed since ea rly June . 

17. Further enquiries revealed that a test pictu re 
could be taken from several stages in the re cei ver chain of 
the RSR and a test procedure was set up accordingly. When 
the ptcture generated by the radar processor was exami ne d in 
conj un ction with an AACC sighting, definite solid bars of 
interference occurred on the same radial . By the time this 
information was further refined within the radar , howe ver, it 
was obviously presented to the operator in the AACC as a 
rapidly moving, aircraft - like contact . 

18 . A pi ~ure WP S then drawn from a position as c los e 
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to the waveguid e inlets fo r both re ceivers as pos sib P . This 
meant that virtually ' raw ' video would be observed on the 
maintenance ' scope . While this would also pr esent weather 
returns, g r ound clutter , etc , a ny solid object in the rad ar 
beam capable of returning an echo would be seen at tha t stage . 
At the time wh en the customary phenomena were being obser ved 
in the AACC , no moving airbo rn e objects appeared in the 
co rr esponding position as raw vid eo . These tests pro ved 
beyond reasonable doubt that the unidentified objects re ported 
by Syd ney were generated entirely by radar interference a ffecting 
th e RSR . 

19 . Th e fir s t opportu nity t o discuss the mat ter with 
senior technical staff at DOA occurred on Monday 4 Jul y 1983 . 
At a suitably arranged conference agreement was r each e d that 
the radar contacts in question were not man - made. A 
cautiously worded press statement was released as a resul t in 
a manner that would not embarrass departmental person nel . 
3CRU was stood down from the operation at 1620 hou rs that day. 

COSTS OF OPERATION 

20 . The events contro lled by 3CRU were held to as 
low a key as possible comme nsurate with the efficient runn ing 
of the operation. The unit was placed in two twelve - hour 
shifts with minimum mainte nance staff to co ver the various 
major equipm ents and suf f icient operationa l personnel to 
e nsure that an a l ert su rveillance/Lracking/intercept t eam 
was on watch aL al l times . Some extra equipment and 
administrative effort was also required . 

21 . Eve n so 66~ man days of overtime was accrued by 
enlisted members , being 37~ to maintenance, 6 for admi n istration/ 
equipment s upport and 23 to operations . Of fi cers wer e rostered 
for a considerable num ber of extra duties and some attended 
vo lu ntar i ly . 

22. Se r vice transpo r t and accommodatio n was used for the 
deta chment to Mascot AACC . This involved a bout 1000 km 
trav elled by staff car and nine man days of in c idental allowan ces 
and out of pocket meal cla ims as membe r we r e largely absent 
from Se rv ice messes at sta ndard meal times . One ClJO may have 
be e n d ive r ted to Sydney Ai r port to deliver FLGOFF Snow on the 
Satu rd ay . 

23 . Planned maintenance at 3CRU was disrupted and fel l 
behind by 3 days and No 6 Air Defence Identif i cat i on Officer ' s 
Course started a day late because students and inst ructors 
were req uired to stand - to duri ng the ope ra tion , a nd No 6 
Myriad Maintenance Pr og rammer ' s Course was delayed by 3 days 
th r ough lack of access to equipment . 

RE SPONS E BY 3CRU MEMBERS 

2 4 . The response by JCRU members throughout was 
e*emplary . Al though nothing was sighted and the incoming 
reports gi ven litt J~ crede nce from the earliest stages , all 
Op rat ions ~tight p ersonnel applied themselves to the task 

i:i[~ ·Tr·\ ~ ~. ·-:·, :-n 
II .. \) 1 '~MU i '~: 
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with the utmost seriousness and concentration , to the extent 
that individual COMPOPs were reluctant to break for meals in 
case the sof twa re became unserviceable in their absence . 

26 . The radar, software and support systems ope rated 
without a break throughout the enti r e period , which reflects 
credit upon unit technicians . Moreover the r adar picture 
remained at all times of high quality, engendering co n fidence 
in its use . 

26 . The greatest pr aise is reserved for the AACC 
investigatory team . These officers at ve r y short notice 
undertook an open - ended attachment involving long hours of 
travel and duty ~nd irregu~ar meals. In swift order they 
established the f act3 anJ set up definitive tests to display 
wherein the fault lay . In dealing witn civilians in an 
awk ward situation a considerable amount of tact had to be 
displayed , realizing the strong union influence within the 
DOA o r ga ni zation . 

CONCLUSIONS 

27 . The UFO sigl1tings at AACC 1'-lascot , having occ urred 
over a period of several weeks before becoming the subject of 
a highly cha rged message , elicited puzzlement rather than 
belief among ADGE per sonnel . Their pattern and spee ds were 
inconsistent and irrational and nothin g had been repo rt ed by 
any othe r age n cy . 

28 . On the spot investigations by suitably qualified 
Air Defe nce cont r ollers quickly resulted in a convincingly 
negative report . The methods used in these investigations 
were reasonably elementary and could have been instigated 
between AACC operational and te ch ni cal staff in the preceeding 
weeks . The lines or co mmunication, extend ing as they did 
across the width of an entire cor r idor , seem to have been 
insufficient fo r the purpose . 

29 . 3CRU staff responded willingly and cheerfully , 
working continuously in 1 2 hour shifts or remaining on standby 
at home wi thout being ordered . Enlisted member s acc ru ed 
ove rt ime was high , maintenance and training fell behin~ and 
some in cide ntal costs were incurred . 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

30 . Phenomena such as initiated this operation should 
be tho roughly analysed as soon as they occur , using s uc h 
methods as: 

a . comparison between variou s se nsors 
covering the same area , 

b . accurate plotting and evaluation of the 
movements of the observed objects , 

c . seekinp advice and assistance from bette r 
q ed or more experienced personnel 

. \ ..-n-~.,.- .. . ~ ·-o 
.Lu A ii•u • ._ 
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when available, and 

d . conducting a th o rou gh internal investigation 
o f electronic equi pme nt by setti ng s uitable 
te s t procedures in t rain and ana l ys ing results , 
and 

e . invest igating any source of practical jokes. 

31 . An alert over an entire air defen ce sec t o r should 
be a last step in the investigatory cha in, no t the first. 

32 . The importance of dat a - li nk i ng the variou s radar 
sensors in a n air defence sector is highlighted . Wo rk has 
begun on this and should be allocated a high pr ior1t y . 

33 . Fi nally the importance of an up to date recall 
plan is emphasized . Tn this 3CRU is well se r ved by computer 
pr i nt - out . 

'4 J u 1 83 

ANNEXES : A . 

B. 
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Record and Pl o t 
from 302035Z JUN 

Record and Plot 

Record and Plot 
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Chronologica l r ecord o f UFO contacts throughout 
Operation Close Encounters 
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Ul<'O .1. \.. <11'~ rlY ,.J,CC •JYir·: •. Y l<tW.M 
302035 JlJN 83 TO 012359 JUL 83 

\Ill ) 

h . ' •• { H TO 
3c,?U 8q(59/AIR( a 
L~-' !J J ULY 19 3 

"'IME Rl:." 'QRTt.D BY BRG/:tJ: ~~GE IIDG ~3l-EED HJ .~· !.ld\8 
t>YD { JO) .... YlJ1 '))J 0)0 }'J,:..;T( l) HcJd 1 ? Seconds . t .ot seen by ?CRl ')0?035 

0 10?22 

0.?40 

0 515 

0605 

l)733 

074? 

0936 

10 28 

1120 

1121 

1Lfll-6 

')018 

~?14 

,)?16 

16: ?0 

16 : 30 
???1 

?525 

Notes : 

3S5.JIJ"50 

SYD 275 :..-YD105 ~;\·/ F'AST Held briefly . Not seen by 30RU 

SYD )ft0SYD130 ? ~ H~ld briefly . ~ot s een by 3CRU 

SYD ( 079BYD1 27) 070 ...:10\.J Cl,wsified Met Balloon. Held by 
115 . .'Ll'11 20 3CHiJ . :Foded 120/135 on desc 

From I• 1240 . 

SYD 

SYD 

SYD 

bYD 

~YD 

SYD 

SYD 

SYD 

~3YD 

~YD 

SYD 

::;yD 

SYD 

3YD 

3~5SYL1 :c: 
005SYD1 ~5 

005:~YD7? 

(019SYD78) 
090 .. L~l10 

( ) )? ~YD:l7) 
300· .. Lf!2S 

050,;YD1 20 

050~.~D1"35 

( tJO 5 ~ Y l.J1 3-l ) 
35S . .Lf 16r) 

010 :.,Yu<)R 

~··60~3Yl.J11 1 

oo~·JYD1'l5 

~)03 .,Yl.J158 

01")(_,;-~1;1 (JC) 

\J? ) : j , IJ..' 

•) ? 

l ), )0 f·11 • 2 

·; 

' ) 

0?0 },~T 

:!0 ld ? .·\Jeeps . ,)t held by 3Crm . 

~ ~~\·J•'e"' s . Not s en by 3CTJ. 

3 ~l\ ·rr >S . Not !"Pen by 3CRU . 

ll''ry b~f JYD. 

( .n ~; (' c o n c1 s • 

Sirrle echo . 

>in ~1e ec ho . 

Nothing seen by 3CF 

Not ~cLn by 3CHU. 

Not seen by 3CRU. 

Not seen by 3CRU. 

Henort ~s faste r than norma l jet 
trrffic . Held f or 20 Nmiles by 
~YD . Nothi ng seen by 3CRU. 

Hclcl briefly . Nothing seen by 3CI 

N 
... 

t•: . .::>T F· d< d ?50:JYD120 ~ ft e r 15 sees hel d 
by >YD . Nothing seen b y 3CHU . 

V. r·~.ST 1rob·,bly rea r war · nee of 2214 

f! V. FJ,·,T 

N 

'! 

0 '0 F'J J'!.' 

~ tr< ' Ck . No thine; se· n by ) CRU 

Unf' ~•wee p . Hot ~;een by 3CRU 

'l'r;'c 1{ a H)earf"d tv turn onto 030 2t 
00~ Yli1 6 3 <lnd f· r r<l ·1t 005SYD165 . 
: tr ld by .3Yl.J 1 e.>s th<m 2 mins . 
Not Peen b~ 3CRU . 

1 . Fast indicates not below 600 1<.nots . Some speeds a·near well i n excess 
of 1 000 knots . 



TIME ( Z) R}; tJUHT~D BY 

0230 s:r,c~uR 8 

()~?0 St:CTOR 8 

0437 ::.:.::,C1\JR 7 

04~71/ S~·,CTOl '7 

()/j ~9 ,j CIJ'v ~~ 7 

()608 ( 

... > CTO!c 7 

)609 ::.:,.CTOR 7 
')(;30 ~i1,CT'-] '7 

I 

!1636 ;,_·.CTOR 7 

1803 0.'::TOR 7 

-·~40 8LCTOR 7 
;:.~41 .) ,CT0R 7 

UF~,j L . u t'L ..;)ll1E'l' .lJ .:JY .. c.:; ·JY DN ~ Y 
l•.t-.01': 0 0\.J)1 .c.~ - ,)'5?359/J JUL 83 

dHG I ::YI)/.W] ~ l-ftJG :.~l·E./D If'r ~ L l J:"lJ.Jt KS 

005/100 N J.;'A~T Eeld briefly by ..5YD . !~o t 

seen by 3CRU . 

:; )G/1 ;'I~ N 400 He ld brirfly by SYD . Not 
se n 

' 
by 3CRU· 

360/1')0 1?0 750 16 sweeps at sector 7 : when 
1)lo t ted by 3CRU on paper , 

l() S/1'~5 ~ TllJG , and '_,t D \vorks out a t 

) "~/1 r,n 
()/Hj 1·)50 knots ( ± 200) . 

;' I'ot SC'C'l1 by )C W . 
' 005/1?7 ()'J 5 700 1-) swcens <J t :,ect 7 . I lot 
~ :,cen by 3CHU 

008/1 S8 ~ 

00?/C.O 0 10 GOO t- •') :)Od ])rtint s . Not seen 3'.;Rl 

005/11? 010 ':>\ )0 t- 1 ')~' int only. ( possibly 
relnted to '"revious c ontRct) 

·04/1 ~4 060 .1eld briefly . Not seen by 
3CHU. 

557/~~7 17) C)OO He ld CtG firm contact by SYD 

)5">/t-
for ?0+ Hmilf'S . Not seen 
by 3ChU ~( W~-M 5v(tA-} 

: I I ' 1 : l I I ' 



v321 

0643 

0703 

)<)53 

1 )00 

1 1! 1 1 

510 

Note: 

SYD 

SYD 
)Y1 

SYD 

l'llJ1 A -:l 

SYD 

It I I 

UFO '· . ~;<'1. BY 1u,c•: .-:YLN Y. FROI"l 
0~0001 6 JU~ 85 - O~x ~s9 , JUL 83 

;; S0/1 ;> 5 
))? /1-'!R 

111 /1 1? 
( ')1~0 ,' Li'J4 I ) 

''5? /10'"~ 
( -1'10 .H·I4)) 

C10/1 1 5 

010/,40 

1,;0 600 r; . ../1' Cont· :ct f or 6 ~vree'JS (an:;->r ox 
FIG H 1 ? miJes 

170 

1 70 

170 ~.1 . 5 
t o M? 

,, 
oJ 

180 

No SPD/HT glven . 

No ;~ ''-./F'I' give n . 
only . 

Be lieved by .. )YJ to be 
interfcrer.ce ~ heavy wr> a ther in 
· ren . .!ot seen by 3C m. 
.P l d briefly by '11111 ln u . 

. I o to <lbout 1 ') Hmi l es ~L of 
.YlJ c onL'ct t same time . 

Heavy !X . 3 --ai nts only . 
Not :e(n by ~~,u . 

c 1 .:1 o. • j f j A ri a i r <'Y a f t v.r h j c ~. fJ e 
011 to .:YD. I i nes 110 •. i t h 
_,Y!J 095:; re ort . -
1.C'J.d until f ·JciPd over .1L:·! at 
14 '5. ~0 RP0n by 3CRU. 
lC'avy \·:eo ther in area . 

Ilcld 2 - ·· S\veep s by . .:>YD. 
Not .·een by 3C tU. Not seen 
;...URLD . 

' Cease Tell ' occured frcrn ~~10 · t s t· rt of c ,n f crenc e with l~A techni ci·ns 
at I"I< s cot . 



- -- -

-' 

~ 2. .... . 

J 

3 s . g 
' 

t8 I) 
''" 17 . . ,., 

• I 

II 
• 

lo 
• 

tl 
' ·~ . 4 .. 1 I'+ .. 

I 
I 

I 
. I .. - . ... . . ___, . ___,. - - L · - · . e -- ' 1 ~-- • - . .. . . - • - I 

I 
; 
! 
~ ~·--++-+-11•--+--++l ·1·4------.--1 O • ·1--i~---- f O I -----

1 
t +---H~t-·+ ·~·-· ¢1 :5uL %3 

; 

~-- 1 ~ I II·- ~+ I ~ ~ - -· -· - \ 
I 
I 

·I 

~I ---+-·1 --~1 i ~I· ....,.__._, ~·I ~ ... __..,.___...___~,I __...,.,. (/).:. 3~'- ~ s 

1--____ __..__ _ _ --4-- ....L~- ___.,__._...____,...--.---___._____._ ____ _ 

I 

_. 

-· • • • 

• ' • • • • ' I • • • • • • ' ' • 07 ct' eo-< •c-oo '-Oct. L. 
• .,,J I~ ·~ I) ' o n ,, ,& ... ) ?I ~2 Z.!:. :..'+ Of 02 o!: 0~ 0~ oc. 

1.. ' 

> ,, 
I 

-) 1. 
() II 

[' 
~ 

--o 
OJ 
VJ 



NNNNv_.ZCOHA 

RR RAYRH8 

DE RAYROB 22 2 

ZHY RRRRR 

R 25 54 Z JUL 

F11 HQOC 

TO RAYRU 3/ J-fQHU1 

P.A YBP / J C..Af18 

BT 

R E S T R I C T E D 

SIG EMI 

18 / COFS 

HH 

OPERATION CLOSE ENCOUNTER 

RESTRICTEU 
21:) 11 

-j R PIV oN {-C 

- ~a/~lkM 
A. HQOC 387/ COFS OF 1JUL83 R ~ ... dJ~ ~ll!J!l!JIYJ!I 

~ AL INST ·:7"fr" . I f v v', y l 
1. THE REFERENCE DIRECTED THATTIDiENT~ 0F HQWLt1 AND HQAt1B 

PARTICI PATE IN INVESTIGATION OF UIJIDENTIFIED HIGH SPEED RADAR TRACKS 

REPORTED BY SYDNEY RADAR . 

~ REQUEST YOU PROVIDE FULL DETAILS OF EQUIPMENT/~ANPOWER ' . 
RESOURCES COl'1r-1ITTED AND THE t1ANPOHER OVERTIME HOURS ACCRUED IN MEF.:TING 

THI S TASK 

BT 

NNNN 





CTIO TO 
BE TAKEN 

REPLY TO OC 

20CU FOR SIGNATURE 
4FLT 

3CRU Rf.PL.Y TO 

"!6SQN HQWLMBV 

SPECIAL INST 

... 

• 

H OWL M 

oc 
ADMINSO 

X 

BFSO 

tr.rrELO 

ORWOFF 

woo 

~ 
f 1/IIIJo· a-v 

o(/]Vt.J~ 

~ 



oc 33 
Revlted Feb 81 
II 

LINES 

PAGE NO 

I 
NO OF PAGES 

1 
FOR 
OPS R 
USE 

DATE 

Oepertment of Defence 
MESSAGE FORM 

tUJ£ #NliV~rlll 

~---+-___ IN /_tli"{ II l &tP,t,fJZ 'Tilt, 9'1 

- fVIJ FA tr 

TIIAtvSNIIT lVII~ '#IN6~ 

NOTE: Shaded areas are for COMMCEN~'u\P. onl 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION AND 
SPECIAL HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS 

IES1Rtt71' 1J 

MESSAGE INSTRUCT! NS 

SIG/ORIG NO 

£111 

--------~~--- -----~-------------

lft11/TII'Iflr {'j WGil~~) 

/1£/Jillft 

f1,t.~NW#L 
-~-·~ 

- ,,_ 
l51J 

I~J he-Aa-

111 

/}1 

f ~VII'I1FN1 r¥Afll kill 1.-' ftMII,Y 'JD 

NA'/t IIIVIt FIX IINtr /tift+ 

z ~ill 
AIILIJW l.lltl lli$1/I{TII#AJ. $TAIF 

£ N~IIEtKIII' ~~~~f~l 

Til IIJ/IlAI- ltiLff~N 
DRAFTER 'S NAME AND TITLE PHONE NO REF FILE NO 

RELEASER'S NAME AND TITLE SIGNATURE 

TIME SYSTEM OPERATOR DATE TIME SYSTEM OPERATOR 

D RE~7lKT6b 
Stock No 7530-66-094- 6819 

·~------------------------------------------------~----------~----~ 



oc 33 Oepanment of Defence 
Revised Feb 81 MESSAGE FORM NOTE: Shaded areas are for COMMCb 
l.INE 1 SECURITY CLASSIFICATION ANu 

h'-:~=---------"'---~-------------....,"'-..--""'.....-1 SPECIAL HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS 

t..INES 

SIG/ORIG NO 

u~ Hfi 

1Ufl'L uY:_ -
't~' 5P,Y 

~N J4A#J!I 

HHJS A A'~ 'ULL LJ.j,A~£ 

~ IV, 

'IT J'J6 Jl!! 

!J-.rtth SA~IJI 

I IIKC 

'P 11L._ 1111~ 

IN _ J1NIII'I Nl ftYI~ 

, 211 ~~~ 

DR~FTER'S NAME AND TITLE PHONE NO . 
2.. 

NO OF'PAGES RELEASER'S NAME AND TITLE DATE 

1'!ME SYSTEM OPERP.TOft PATE nME SYSTEM QPEFiATOR SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 



OC33 Oepertment of Defence 
Revised Feb 81 MESSAGE FORM 
I..INCl 

.... 
LINE3 

L.INE4 

ROUTINE 

ROUTINE INDICA'J'ORS NOTE: Write only one addressee per llno 

NOTE: Shaded areas are for COMMCEN/SIGS use onl • 
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION AND 
SPECIAL HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS 

SIG/ORIG NO 

"-~~FROM·------------------~---------------------------~~ 

GR 

~' 

~---------~--~ 

PAGE NO DRAFTER'S NAME AND TITLE PHON E NO 

1 
NO OF PAGES 

D 

Stock No 7530- 66- 094- 6819 



RESJ:RJ~TED 
OPERATION 'CLOSE ENC OUNTER ' 

~ r cu)')r-.. .. ~ ~I} 1/)M ~ 
HQOC 073/SOINT SIG EAI 

.l, ) # 
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/..PC ';t;j.t .#;A ,__) o!t ~]J. ::..0 
INTRODUCTI ON 

~~t:_/~ 
1. Reference ,\ r·eported a series of unidentified (~ 
r a d a r con t a c t s a t t h e A r' e a A p p r o a c h C o n t r o 1 C e n t r e ( A A C C ) ro ? r ~ J 
Mascot , slating , int~r alia, that their movement was consistent 
w i t h t h a t o f a i r c r' ·1 f L :1 n d L h a t t r c h n i c i an s a t L h e A A C C h ad 
indicat e d they co uld only have be e n c au s ed by man - ma de objects. 

2 . These sighting s had allegedly taken place over 
several we eks , one hnving apparently bee n c orroborated by an 
operator at JCRU . 

3. As a result of this message RAAF Bae Williamtown 
was directed at about 2000 hours o n Thursday 30 June 1983 to 
mount an investigati on . At 0600 hours on Friday 1 July 1983 , 
therefore, 2 Mirage interceptors were placed on Alert 2 under 
the tactical c ontrol of 3CRU which s i multaneously sta rted 
r ound the clock surveillance in a n attempt to co rrelate any 
findings with Mascot . Operation ' Close Encounter ' was begun . 

AIM 

4 . This rep o rL i s tendered to record the subsequent 
investigation into th e alleged unidentified flying obj ects 
(UFO) by 3CRU . 

INVESTIGATI ON 

Initial Reports 

5. As the surveillance team wa s s et up the initial 
report at Reference A was examined . Unfortunately the 
information presented was vague but it was established that 
3CRU was never operating at the time of any incident listed. 
Air Defence personnel were questioned whether they had seen 
any similar phenomc na but nothing positive was found. 

6 . XO 3CRU held telephone conversations with two 
successive Senior Area Controllers (SAC) at DOA , Mas cot to 
investigate movement patterns. Relying on memory alone these 
gentlemen were of the opinion that contacts had appeared 
most l y north or south of Sydney , travelling mostly north or 
no r th - east . Radial interference or 'marching men ' was initially 
suspected by 3CRU offi c e ~ but DOA reported t hat some s light 
alterations in heading had been observed which is not typ ical 
of this type of interfere nce . 

ESTit'GTED 
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1 . A care fu l watch was se t up and contact esta blished 
with Sector 8 (RAAF ATCl Mascot which was request ed to report 
any further contacts. Several were reported o n t he fi r st day 
but wer e fleetingly held by Sydney wi th not hing at all seen 
by either 3CRU or WLM SURAD. These contacts were agai n well 
to the nort h of Sydney and 3C RU should have been in a more 
favour able position t o pick them up. As t he RSR has no height 
finder nothing could be detPrmined in the vertical pl ane 
except that the allc0 ed speeds s uggested high altitude . 
Tactics f o r provisional intercepts wer e designed a cco rdingly , 
being essentially a supe rson ic a ccele r ation at best acceleration 
al t it ude , follow ed by a climbing ap proa c h . ' Clean ' aircraft 
were ma de a va i labl e fo r maximum ope r atio nal effective nes s and 
authority to use the full performance of the aircraft 
regardl ess o f location was give n . 

SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

8 . Notwithstan di ng the numb e r of contacts emana ting 
from the 23 em wav ele ng th RSR , o rder s we re pass e d that no 
scramble would occur unless con tact wa s held on the 3C RU 
(10 em) radar, with control ca rri ed out by a qua lified officer . 
Thus no air c raft were l aunched on the fi rst day. 

9 . A furth er a nalys is of sightings was made on the 
evening of 1 July 1983 , using e vi dence fro m a survey o f AACC 
ta pes goin g as far back as poss i bl e. Fr om this it a ppear ed 
that no sightings had occ urred betw ee n 1000 hours and 1600 
hours (lo ca l) over se veral weeks . Air c raft were rele as ed 
between these ho u r s on 2 July 1 983 . 

10 . As the operation pr og r essed, however, it bec ame 
clea r that no su ch clear- cut c hro nol og i ca l pattern existed 
Never the l ess most contact s persist ed in a narrow secto r o f 
ab ou t 30° between 70 and 150 n miles north of Sydney, headin g 
between 020° and 050° at speeds e stimated between 600 and 3600 
knots . Some ' paint ed ' for no mo r e th an a f e w sweeps of the 
RSR. No sonic booms were r epo rted at these times and no 
correlating returns were held by 3CRU o r SURAD , although 
brief excitement wa s generated by an occassional desce nding 
met eo r ological ball oon . 

11 . The standard of rep o r ting by AACC pe rs onnel 
con tinued to be vague a nd in complet e and there wa s no ready 
explanation of why contacts were being repo rted well with in the 
Round Mountain Unat tende d Radar (RMUA) cove rage . A team of 
3 Air Defen ce Controlle rs was the r e f o r e despatched to th e 
AA CC at PM hours on ~ July 1983 to begi n continuous ope ration 
at Sector 7 . Thi s team consisted of SO NLDR B. Nible tt , CC 
3CRU , graduate of the GDEW course , FLTLT J. Garden , ADCI 3CRU , 
a forme r RADTECH , AND FLGOF F S . Snow , 114 CRU , who had completed 
the Identification Office r ' s Course. 

12. These office r s were brief e d to unde r ta ke thre e t asks, 
viz : 

a . To plot as a ccuratel y as possible every 
contact, calcu lating a prec is e head i ng and 
speed and P 3mini ng gene ral c haracteris ti cs , 

. 
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To control interceptors against these contacts 
if a reasonable chance of interception 
presented itself, and 

c . To seek a technical explanation of why 
these contacts were not seen at all by the 
RMUA. 

Investigati ons at Mascot AACC 

13 . FLGOFF Snow , being first to arrive, began operations 
at 1~30 hours on 2 July 1983. Upon plotting one or t wo 
contacts sweep by sweep he was able to report a slight 
clockwise sp iral movement . This was consistent with a type 

. ;· of radar interface colloquia lly known as ' running rabbits and 
immediately explained why all previously reported alterations of 
course had been minor and to the right. 

1~ . Follow up action by the remainder of the team from 
about 1630 hours co nsisted of : 

a. checking the background of what had 
been reported by AACC staff, 

b . establishing whether or not the RMUA had 
generated any of the contac ts , 

c . r equesting assistance to conduct a technical 
investiga tion into the performance of the 
RSR by implementing suitab le test procedures, and 

d . the implementation of such test procedures and 
analysis of re sults . 

15. In the first instance it became apparent that 
none of the technical staf f would admit to the statement that 
the objects observed were likely to be man - made, a key element 
in Reference A, and, in the second instance, technica l staff 
were adamant that no contacts had been generated by the RMUA, 
on which the presentation of tracks is computer-initiated and 
transmitted by data li nk to Mascot. Ove rlap by the Sydney 
RSR , however, does occu r into the RMUA area up to 165 n miles 
from Sydney. 

16 . In the third instance , CC 3CRU asked whether a ny 
comparison had been car ried out between the AACC Operators ' 
presentation and the technical maintenance radars cope in the 
workshop across the co rridor from the AACC at the time of the 
sightings . This rather elementary test had not been done, 
although the phenomena had been noticed since ea rly June . 

17. ~urther enquiries revealed that a test picture 
eould be taken from several stages in the receiver cha in of 
the RSR and a test procedure was set up accordingly . When 
t he picture generated by the rad ar processor was exami ned i n 
conjunction with an AACC sighting, definite solid bars of 
interference occurred on the same radial. By the tim e this 
information was further refined within the radar, however, it 
was obviously presented to the operator in the AACC as a 
rapidly moving, aircraft - like contact. 

1 a . A pictul"e wa s ~ n drawn from a position as c l ose 



to the wa veguide inlets for both re ce ivers as possibe l . This 
meant that virtually 'raw' video would be obse r ved on the 
maintenan ce ' scope . While t h is would also present weather 
r et urn s , grou nd c lu tter , e t c , any solid object in the r adar 
beam capable of returning an echo would be seen at that st a ge . 
At the time when the customa ry phenomena we r e beirg ob served 
in the AACC , no mo ving airborne objects appeared in the 
co rrespond i ng position as raw video . These test s proved 
beyond reasonable doubt that the unidentified obje c ts reporte d 
by Sydney were gene r ated enti r ely by radar interference affecting 
the RSR . 

19 . The first opportu nity to discuss the matter with 
seni or technical staff at DOA occurred on Monday 4 July 1983 . 
At a suitably arranged conferen c e agreement was reached tha t 
the radar co n tacts in question were not man - made. A 
cautiously worded pr e ss statement was released as a result in 
a manner that would not em barrass departmental personnel . 
3CRU was stood down from the operation at 1620 ho urs that day . 

COSTS OF OPERATIO N 

20. The e ven ts cont rolled by 3CRU were held to as 
low a key as possible commensurate with the efficient runn ing 
of the operation . The un i t was placed in t wo twelve - hour 
shifts wi th minimum mainte nance staff to co ver the var i ous 
ma jo r equipments and s uffi cie nt operational personnel to 
ensure t hat an alert survei llance /tracki ng/inte rcep t team 
was on watch at all times . Some ext r a equip men t and 
administrative effort was also required . 

2 1 . Even so 66~ man days o f overtime was accrued by 
enli sted members, being 37~ to maintenance, 6 for adm inistra tion/ 
equipment support and 23 to operations . Off i cers were rostered 
for a conside ra bl e number of extra duties and some attended 
vol un t a rily . 

22 . Service t r anspo rt and accommodat i o n wa s used for the 
detachment to Mas cot AACC . Th is involved about 1000 km 
travelled by staff car and nine man days o f incidental allowan ces 
and out of pocket meal clai ms as memb er were largely absent 
from Service mes ses at standard meal times . One C130 may have 
been d i verted t o Sydney Airport to delive r FLG OFF Snow on the 
Saturday . 

23 . Planned maintenan ce at 3CRU was disrupted and fell 
behind by 3 days and No 6 Air Defence I de nti fi cation Officer ' s 
Course started a day late because stude nts and instructors 
were required to st and - to during the operati o n, an d No 6 
Myriad Maintenance Programmer ' s Course was delayed by 3 days 
through lack of access to equipment . 

RESPONSE BY 3C RU MEMBERS 

24 . The response by 3CRU members th roughout was 
exemplary . Al though nothing was sighted and the i ncoming 
reports given little creden ce from the earliest stages , all 
Operations Fli~ ' rsonnel applied themse lves to the task 

RE~~~-i ~ ~ ........ :-D ___ .. \~ i iaiu • L. 
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with the utmost seriousness and cone ntration, to the extent 
that individual COMPOPs were reluctant to break for meals in 
case the so ftware brcame unserviceablP in their absence . 

26 . The radar , software and support systems oper ated 
withou t a break throughout the entire period , which reflects 
c redit up on unit technicians . Moreover the radar picture 
remained at all times of high quality , engendering confidence 
in its use . 

26 . The greatest praise is reserved fo r the AACC 
investigatory team. These officers at ve ry sho r t notice 
undertook an open-ended attachment involving long hou r s of 
travel and duty and ir regular meals . In swift order they 
established the facts and set up definitive tests to display 
wherein the fault lay . In dealing with civilians in an 
awkward situation a considerable amount of tact had to be 
displayed , reali zing the strong union influence within the 
DOA organization . 

CONCLUSIONS 

27. The UFO sightings at AACC Mascot , having occu rred 
over a period of several weeks before becoming the subject of 
a highly charged messa~e, elicited pu7zlement rather than 
belief among ADGE personnel. Their pattern a nd speeds were 
inconsistent and irrational and nothing had been repo rt ed by 
any other agency . 

28. On the spot investigations by suitably quali fi ed 
Air Defence Controllers quickly resulted in a convinc ingly 
negative report . The methods used in these investigations 
were reasonably elementary and could have been instiga ted 
between AACC operat1onal a nd technical staff in the prece eding 
week s . The lines of oommunication , extending as the y did 
across the width of an entire co rr idor , seem to have been 
insufficient for the pu r pose . 

29 . JCRU staff responded willi ngly and chee rfully, 
work ing continuously in 12 hour shifts or remaining on standby 
at home without being or dered . Enlisted members acc ru ed 
o vertime was high, maintenance and training fell behi n~ and 
some inciden tal costs were in curred . 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

30 . Phenomena such as initiated th is operation should 
be thoroughly analy sed as soon as they occur, using suc h 
methods as: 

a . comparison between various sensors 
covering the same area, 

b . accurate plotting and evaluation of the 
movement s of the abserved objects, 

c . seeking adv· o and assistance from better 
qualified r ore experienced personnel 

• "> • ... ,..,. _ "!""" ,-~~ .. ··-
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when availnble , and 

conducting a thorough inte rn al investiga tion 
of electronic equipment by setting suit abl e 
te st proced ures in train and analysing resul ts , 
and 

e . i nvestigating any sou r ce of practical jok es . 

3 1 . An alert over an entire air defence secto r should 
be a last step i n the investigatory chai n, n o t the fi rs t . 

32 . The importance of data - linking the va r ious ~adar 

se nsors in a n air defen ce sector is hi gh lighted. Wo rk has 
begun on this a nd should be allocated a high priority . 

33 . finally the importance of an up to date recall 
pl a n is emphasized. In this 3CRU is well served by computer 
print - out. 

20 J ul 83 

(K .A. KEENAN) 
SQNLDR 
XO 3CRU 
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Not s een by 3CRU 
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:~eld ? sw0eps . 
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trn..,fic . Held for ?0 Nmiles by 
JYD . NothinE seen by 3CRU. 
He ld briefly . Nothing seen by 3CR 010SYD98 

:G·)~YlJ1'1 ) N 1•1.S'r 1• · cied 350~Yl.J1 20 · fter 15 sees held 
by .,YD. Nothing seen by 3C tU. 

360::>YD1 38 

003SYD1 +5 
OO):...,YD1 58 

01?SY1J1 b') 

003JYD153 

V . l•.nST r>robably reanoear"'~nce of ?214 
tr :... ck . Nothing su n by ) CRU 

V. F.1.~T 
N ty. FA T 
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of 1000 knots . 

Some speeds appear well in excess 
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~28 6184 

3CRU/83/59/AIR(30) 
cc3CRU/5/7/AI R(5) 

Headquart ers RAAF Wi lliamtown 

No 3 Control and Reporting Unit 
RAAF Base 
wiLLIAMTOWN 

12 Ju ly 1983 

OPERATION ' CLOSE ENCOUNTERS ' 

Refer ence : H""OC 073/SOINT SIG EAI dated 300350ZJ'J\'ln:~-iiili""[. 

INTRODUCTION 

1 . Following receipt of Reference A, Operation ' Close 
Encounters ' w~s set in train to resolve unexplained sightings 
of allegedly airborne , man- made objects b the staff of the 
Sydney AACC. The movements of these objects were said to be 
consistent with those of aircraft . 

AIM 

2 . As requested by HQwLM, this report will outline , very 
briefly , the effects of this ope. ation on 3CRU. 

METHOD 

3 . 3CRU was directed at 2000 hours on Thursday 30 June 1983 
to begin surveillance at 0600 hours Friday 1 July 1983 . The 
unit was organized into two shifts of 12 hours duration with 
sufficient technic ~ l staff on hand to provide a specialist for all 
types o~ equipment outside normal working hours and sufficient 
operations staff to ensure that those on surveillance would always 
be fresh and alert . Some equipment and administrative support 
was a l so required . 

4 . A report chain was established with RfuF ATC Sector 8 , 
Mascot and UHF communicc tions were maintained with aircraft 
on alert 2 in case of scrambles . 

5. From the start, unit executives and controllers 
entertained doubts about the soundness of the theories held 
by DOA members . Furthermore , nothing was seen on the TPS-43 
radar which correlated with DOA sightings , so a team of three 
Air De fence Controllers was despatched to AACC Mascot to 
i nvestigate the matter in greater depth . 

IlliSUIII'S 

6 . The investigating team proved beyond reasonable 
doubt by Sunday 3 July 1983 that the unidentified objects 
were generated entirel y from interference within the precessor 
of the Sydney Route ourveillance Radar (RSR) . At no time 
were any correlated sightings made by 3CRU, SURAD WLM or the 
Round Mountain Radar near Armidale . 

7 . All sightings were plotted along with chronological 
records and remarks made a t the time . A more comprehensive 
report including all this detail is held a t 3CRU and is available 
if required. No aircrqft were scrambled . 
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COSTS 

8 . Accrued overtime for this operation totalled 66~ 
man days , being 3~ days for technical staf f , 23 for operations 
and 6 for equipment and administrative support . Offic ers 
naturally worked a considerable number of extra rostered hours 
and several att ended vo l untarily for various periods . 

9. The cost of sending the three of icers to Sydney is 
not yet fully known. A Se vice vehicle was used continuously 
for 3 days and some out of pocket meals and phone calls will 
have to be claimed for . 

10. No 6 ADIO course was started one day l ate as a direct 
result , and scheduled maintenance fell behind by three dcys . 

11 . In spite of the alarming contents of Reference A, no 
corroboration of UFOs was offered by any other agency and t he 
mystery was l aid to rest quickly by an investigative team 
from 3CRU/114MCRU using common sense and methods that could have 
been ap lied at AACC Mascot before Reference A was raised. 
While 3CRU' s financia l costs attributable to the operation appear 
slight there was a much greater cost in accrued overtime for 
airmen, di sruption of domestic and operational routines and 
delays in the training schedule . Fortunately t here was no 
temptation to launch aircraft and add to the fuel bill 
occasioned by use of the RAAF Datsun between 3CRU , Sydney 
r.ACC and 2 SD. 

IlliCOJ:1MENDJ,TIONS 

12 . Data linking between the various radar sensors in 
South Eastern Australia (upon which preliminary work has been 
done) should be progressed as a priority matter . Direct 
comparisons could then be made at any time and false alarms 
could be avoided by early discussion between a gencies . 

~-~K.A. ~ 
S,..,uadron Leader 
T/Commanding Officer 
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OPERATION CLOSE ENCOUNTER 
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A. HQOC 387 /COFS OF 01JUL83 SP AL 
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1. THE REFERENCE DIRECTED THAT ELEMENTS OF HQWLH AND HQAt1B 

PARTICI PATE IN HNESTIGATION OF UNIDENTIFIED HIGH SPEED RADAR TRACKS 

REPORTED BY SYDNEY RADAR . 
~ 

2, REQUEST YOU PROVIDE FULL DETAILS OF EQUIPl1ENTIMANPOWER 

RESOURCES COMHITTED AND THE MANPOl~ER OVERTIME HOURS ACCRUED IN t1EETING 

TIUS TASK 

BT ~ 
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P R 4 7 1Z JUL 83 

FM DEFAIRA CANBERRA 

Tv RAYROBIHQOC 

INFO RAYWYD/CDFS CANBERRA 

RAYBBB/HQAMB 

RA YRlafB/HQvJLM 

R E S T R I C T E 

SIG HEE 

835/DGOPS - AF 
. 

·a3 JUL -4 -1 :ts 

.. 

f'I:CIAI_ IN~T 

IDJIDENTIFIED RADAR TRACKS - SYDNEY RADAR 

A. DEFAIR A0917/DGOPS- AF OF 1 JUL 83 

• TELECOfl DGOPS/GPCAPT TIPPING OF 4 JUL 83 

INF NFA 

1. REFEREf1CE A INSTRUCTED HQOC TO INVESTIGATE UNIDENTIFIED RADAR 

TRACKS H~ THE SYDNEY REGION. 

2. IN VIEt~ OF THE RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION, AND IN PARTICULAR 

niE LACK OF CONFIRI1ED CORROBORATION OF THE TRACKS BY OTHER 

RADARS , CAS HAS DIRECTED THAT ELEMENTS INVOLVED BE REVERTED TO 

NORMAL OPERATIONS. THI CONFIRMS ADVICE PROVIDED AT REFEREt{CE 

BT 

_____ ..._._ ___ _ 
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ICTED ~' 
"v ~~\ 

\' '--

OPERATION CLOSE ENCOUNTER. 

ffi:F A. TELECON LOWERYniPPING 4 152 . 

1. CONFIRMIHG REF A, RETURN TO NORMAL OPERATIONS . THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

CONSIDERED AND QUICK RESPONSE TO SITUATION. 

2. EFFORTS BY SQNLDR NIBLETT AND HIS TEAt1 FROM :SCRU AND 114CRU 

DESERVE SPECIAL t1ENTION. IT WAS LARGELY THROUGH THEIR EFFORTS THAT 

DOFA HERE FORCED INTO RECOGNITION AND ACCEPTANCE OF THEIR 

RESPONSIBILITIES !N THIS MATTER. WELL DONE 

BT 
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FOR XOWLM 1 XOAMB, DEFAIR FOR DOPS- AF . 

OPERATION CLOSE iNCOUNTERS 

'83 Jill - 4 -5 :37 

---

REF A. TELECON XOA~1B/XOWLMISTROPS OF 4JUL83 
~ . 

1. THIS MSG CONFIR~1S REF A. F111 INVOLVMENT IN 
.. 
ENCOUHTERS NO LONGER REQUIRE-D. - J\4>- ET ARE TO 

EARLIEST. NORHAL COMf1AND AND CONTROL ARRANGE~1ENT c- APPLY • MANY THANKS 

BT 
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TO RAYROB/HQOC 

INFO RAYR ~B/HQWL 1 

RAYtn'DICDFS CANBERRA 

R E T R I C T E D 

SIG HEE 

AO 017/DGO PS • AF 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

UPIDENTIFIED RADAR TRACK - SYDNEY ADAR 

A. TELECON DGO ... AF/COF OF 

• HQOC 73/SOINT OF 3 5 

NS3 

UN 83 

83 -1 -s sa 

HQWLM BY 

:1. THIS 1E SAGE, Ir TER ALIA 1 CONFIR 11 ORAL IN TRUCTION" A SED VIA 

REFERENCE A. 

IN VIEt OF THE NmlBER AND CHARACTERISTIC OF UNIDENTIFIED 

HIGH S EED RADAR TRACK REPORTED Y YDNEY RADAR IN RECENT 

tiEEKS CREF B >, HQOC I TO TAKE ACTI N TO IUVE'"'TIGATE THE NATURE 

OF THE E J\ND ANY FUT RE !MILAR UNIDENTIFIED TRACK"' IN THE SYDNEY 

REGION. THI,.. ACTI ON I TO INCLUDE TENDED HOUR OF RADAR SUR• 

VEILLAHCE At1D VI UAL IDEIITIFICATION FLIGHT • 

-----"'---------·-~-- ----... -. ---.~--·--·· --- ........... _--.........- ·--.. ·--· ...._ 
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GE 2 RA~~PA G3 R E T R I C T E D D 
• RCRAFT STAND Y ARRANGE1ENTS ARE AT DI C COC, 

HOUEVER nrE ERion- DURING ~HICH lOcT OF THE TRACK HAVE OCCURRED 

ARE TO E COVERED. 

4. AIRCRAFT EU LOYED ON VISUAL IDENTIFICATION FLIGHTS ARE NOT, 

PEAT, NOT TO CARRY UEAPON • 

5. EPORTING REQUIREHENT TO DEFAIR <DO - AF) ARE AS FOLLO>r~c- I 

A. CURRENT AIRCRAFT/CRU STANDBY TATUS. 

• ANY FURTifER DETECTIOU OF SIMILAR TRACKS AND DETAILS OF Arrl 

RES ONI~VE ACTION ARE TO BE RE RTED It1l1EDIATELY • 

c. A ITREP Ic TO BE FORWARDED DAILY TO COVER THE ctTUATION TO 

1 HOURS LOCAL. THI SHOULD II CLUDE AllY IGNIFICANT CHANGEc- TO 

AIRCRAFT/CRU STANDBY c- TATU .. , ADVICE ON ANY PROGRE HADE IN EST­

Al3LI H!lG THE CAU E OF THE TRACKS AND ANY HQOC RECOtnJt.:NDATION • 

D. A FU AL RE RT IILL E REQUIRED AT TilE COlr'LUSI OlJ OF THE 

OPERATIOl • 

AT THIS STAGE IT I PLANNED 1HAT AIRCRAFT STAND3Y BE CONTINUED 

FOR AT LEAST ONE WEEK. HOWEVER, TIII '" A ~CT ILL KEPT mmER 

REVIE IN THE LIGHT OF THE RESULTS OF ALL IiNE TIGATION IliTO THE 

UNIDENTIFIED TRACK 

T 

-
RES RICTED 
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SIG ADA 

387/COFS 
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SURVEILLANCE TASKING 

, , Jll - 1 -4 :55 

1\ I 
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UNTIL FURTHER l!OTICE YOU ARE TO PROVIDE A MINU1U~1 OF TWO UNARMED , 

l1IRAGE AIRCRAFT ON ALERT TWO TO ELECTRONICALLY OR VISUALLY IDENTIFY 

W~IDENTIFIED HIGH SPEED RADAR TRACKS THAT HAVE BEEN REPORTED BY 

SYDNEY RADAR. AIRCRAFT SHOULD NOT BE USED UNLESS CONFIR~lATION OF 

ANY REPORTED TRACKS I FORTHCot1ING FRot1 3CRU, VTLH SURAD OR 

ANY RADAR OTHER THAN SYDNEY 

BT 



Telephone ·28.7777 

HCWIM 17~6/AIR 
H~ 7/4/AIR(2) 

RESTRICTED 

Headquarters 
RAAF Base 
WILLIJ.\MKMN NSW 2314 

1 July 1983 

Headquarters ·RAAF Williamtown ()peration Order No 11/83 - Exercise Close 
Encounter 

Reference: A. Telecon COFS/OCWI.M of approximately 300930ZJUN83 

Tine ZOne Used Throughout This Order: ZULU 

Task Organization: No 2 Operational Conversion Unit 
No 77 Squadron 
No 3 COntrol am. Reporting Unit 
No 4 81 Squadron 
Base SQuadron RMF Williarntc:mn 

1. Situation. Headquarters RAAF Williamtown has teen tasked vide 
Reference A to provide air defence resources for the identification of 
unknown radar contactsreported by Departnent of Aviation (D of A) air traffic 
control agencies in Sydney. ~ radar contacts, travelling at high speed, 
have ~ared to the north of Sydney out to 150nm am. have teen assessed 
by D of A as alnost certainly result:in;J from man-nade objects. 

a. Energy Forces NIL 

b. Friendly Forces NIL 

2. Mission. To validate the unknown radar contacts reported by D of A 
Sydney and to identify tb:>se contactsby radar am airl:x:n:"ne identification. 

a. Activity Period. This task remains current on a 24-hour-a-day 
basis until cancelled by HCO:. 

b. Provision of Forces. 

(1) Aircraft. CO 2<01 and ro 77SQil are to ·combi.ne resources 
to provide two (2) Mirage al.rcraft on alert 2 plus one (1) 
spare Mir~e far identification missions until 040200ZJUL83 
Alert aircraft are to l:e conf:U]ured with either gun-bay 
and \\et leading edge fuel tanks or with su:person:ic fuel 
tanks. 

( 2) Aircrew. ro 2IXU and CO 77~ are to conibine to maintain 
an aircrew roster for alert duties drawing on all 2CX:U 
staff pilots, all 77~ pilots of Category c or higher am. 
all HCWIM pilots. 

(3) No 3 Control am. Ieporting Unit. ro 3CRU is to provide 
radar surveillance am intercept control far fighter 
aircraft until the task is can:elled. 

( 4) Base Squadron. OOBS is to provide ·ATC raCL;rr surveillance 
arrl appropriate ATC facilities until the task is cancelled. 

( 5) COrmi.m:1 am Control. ~ narnal CCJTit'Brrl and control chain 
is to apply, except that prooulgated Authorizing Officers 
fran ·either 775\JiJ or 20CU assigned to 1.this operation may 
authorize flights by any qualified aircrew in any aircraft 
assigned st:eeifically to this operation. This exception 
will~Jtil the task is cancelled. 
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3. Execution 

a. BSWLM and 3CRU. Continuous surveillance is to be 
maintained by ATC and 3CRU and all radar contacts 

_ are to be identified in consultation with DqA* 
3CRU is to attempt to c.onfirm the existence of 

• unidentified contacts reported by Sydney ATC 
and, if confirmed, scramble Mirage aircraft to 
identify the contact. 

b. Scramble Procedure. Mirage aircraft are· to be 
scrambled directly from 3CRU via UHF. 

c. Identification Procedure. Mirage pilots are to 
attempt an SOP identification pass on any 
unidentified aircraft designated by 3CRU which 
appears on the Mirage's A1 radar. 

d. Intercept Safety Rules. Normal rules of safety are 
to apply. In particular, the provisions of HQOC 
ASis 1/A/1, and Annex A to 2/B/2 are to be strictly 
observed. 

e. Rules of Engagement. Sorties are to be flown in 
accordance with Rules of Engagement as nominated by 
OCWLM from JSP(AS) 38 Chapter 6. 

f. Flight Limitations. All aircrew are to strictly 
observe the flight envelope limitations relevant 
to the current Mirage safety equipment fit and to 
the aircraft's configurations. 

4. Administration and Logistics 

a. Aircraft Maintenance. BENGO is to co-ordinate the 
allocation of technical manpower resources from 
77SQN, 20CU and 481SQN for the provision of 
maintenance and turn around support for aircraft 
assigned to this task. 

b. 481SQN. CO 481SQN is to provide arrestor barrier 
support and maintain strip-recovery alert on a 
24 hour-a-day basis. 

c. BSWLM. COBS is to provide the following support: 

( 1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

ATC Van. The ATC Van is required for ORP 
maintenance support. Telephone services are 
to be provided to the van. 

Refuelling Tankers. 
refuelling priority. 

20CU is to receive 

Messin~. All messes are to be manned to 
caterer task activities. BCATO is to liaise 
with CO 20CU, CO 3CRU and CO 481SQN to define 
messing requirements. 

Central Store. Provision is to be made for 
units to access the central store at all times. 

RESTRicrED 
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5. Command and Signal 

a. , IFF/SIF . 
be used. 

Routine 20CU and 3CRU callsigns are to 

6. Acknowledgement Instructions. Do not acknowledge. 

Distribution: 

Headquarters RAAF Williamtown 
Base Squadron RAAF Williamtown 
No 77 Squadron 
No 481 Squadron 
No 2 Operational Conversion Unit 
No 3 Control and Reporting Unit 
Unit History 
HQWLM File 7/4/Air 
HQWLM File 16/ 27/Air 
Spares 

External: 

(W.D.J. M GHAN) 
Air Commodore 
Officer Commanding 

Headquarters Operational Command 

RESTRICTED 

Copy Nos: 

1- 5 
6-10 

11-15 
16-21 
22- 24 
25-28 
29-30 

31 
32 

34-40 

33 
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~-----+--t-- RePt:_v CoR C I OC .. - -f--+--t--HQWL.M _ 

~BS.:::...W....:...LM--t--t-l (COPY H l. ) I 
481SQN 

77SQN RE PLY TO OC. f--

~20;:_;C..:.:._U_-+--t--1 FOR SIGNATUPE. ,_" 

4 F LT lo 

~~--~--+--r~~Y~T0~--111 ' oU 
3C R U R EPL. 1-- ~-4-l:---J RAY'JPP/DEFAIR CAHBERRA ~~--t--t-4 H QWL.M BY Ul WUFF 
26 SQN --1 1 

T E D ~ :~=~ --j _ c w' "~-+---+---t- 1 

0 tf\ ::lAC INSTR~C~ "' ~ 11/1f! __j 
\_ 

T 

R E T R I C 

I G EAI 

73 / ..>0INT 

UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT !GHTII1G 

1. INC£ 6 JUJJ 83 A i.JUt10ER OF UJJIDENTIFIED RADAR RETUP.tl HAVE 

EEN DETECTED Y YDNEY .t\TC PER ONN~L . ON :SACH OCCA~ION THE 0 ~ ERVED 

RETURN~ HAVE lEEN 'TROI'G AJJD THE MOVn1ENT CON I TEJJT liTH THAT OF AIJ 

AIRCRAFT . OJ' ONLY ONE OCCA IOIJ 'JA 3CRU Ofl THE AIR . t<JHI LE 3CRU 

0 ERVED THE RETURIJ THEY UERE UNARLE TO OBTAIN AJJ ALTITUDE. 

A RIEF U!iMARY OF THE COJTACT ARE A FOL Louc: : 

7223 2 JUN 83 - CTC OVER COJRA TRACKING 9 DEGREE <'PEED 14 KTc 

13 6382 JUN 83 - FA"'T CTC 15 IJ'1 NTH YD HDG l 7 DEGREE~ 
~ 

:7 94 2 JUf~ 83 - FA<'T A/ C 
N~i NTH c VD 



'AGE 2 RAYRO 325 R E T R I 

19 J3~2 JUJ~ 83 - FA T P. I C CTC 
~ 

13 Nr1 
-
19 19482 JUil 83 - FA T CTC 6 !''1 NTH ~YD HDG 3 S DEGREE(" . CTC LO T 

~ 

23 22432 ,JUH 83 - A/ C RETURf ( 1<0. T ) 1BSERVED 45 DEGREE t-1 YD BETUEEN 

1l Al~D 15 1m . • HDG Lr5 DEGREE .,1 PEED APPROX 15 KT 

ALL RETURI! tiERE PRI~~.l\RY AIRCRAFT PAINT • 

2. THE OU?.CE OF THE RETURN ARE U!JI\NOUIJ . D OF A RADAR TECH TAFF 

ARE OF THE OPIJHOJJ THAT ALL RETURN ARE AU10 T CERTAINLY FROM l1AN 

·:ADE ORJECT . 

3. THE IGHTil G HAVE OCCURRED ON AN IRREGULAR A I AND WITH ONE 

EXCE:PTION EITHER EARLY i10P.l!ING OR EVEN! NG . 

4. 3 CRU r REQUE TED TO A . I. T IH IHVE TIGATING THE E Ufl!DEJJTIFI":D 

CONTACT THROUGH INCREA ED OPERATING TI' E, IN PARTICULAR DURING 

!HGH PROR PERIOD OF EARLY ilORNING AND EVENIJ~C' , AND BY CLO-E CO-

ORDiflATIO!J UITH ~YD RAAF - SECTOR EIGI 1 , t1ACO . 

5. 3 CRU I A KED TO ADVI E HQOC ( A~TN- OCC ) F ARILITY TO A SirT 
. . 

OR ANY LIMITATION~ . THE DURATION OF I~CREA ED ACTIVITY REQUIRED 

UILL BE ADVF' :C:D , .)ENDING DI CU IOW' 11!TH DEFAIR 

RT 



/OJ 

I'NNNVZC2COHA 711 

00 RAYRHB 

DE RAYP.O B 5 185 7 

ZNY RRRRR 

0 4 6562 JUL 83 

Fl-1 HQOC 

TO RAYRvl / } 07U1 

INFO RAYBE / HQAMB 

BT 

R E S T R I C T E D 

5IG ADA 

41 / COFf 
~ 

FOR OCS 

HH 

OPERATION CLOSE ENCOUNTER . 

REF A. TELECOIJ LOTERY/ TIPPING 4 6 152 . 
~ 

'83 JUL -4 -7 :26 

1, CONFIRMING REF A, 1ETURN TO l~RMAL OPERATIONS. THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
... 
COil IDERED AND QUICK RESPONSE TO SITUATION . 

2. EFFORT BY ~ QNLDR NIBLETT AIID HI TEAl1 FRON 3CRU A!lD 114CRU 
... .., 

DE-ERVE SPECIAL l1ENTION , IT ~lAC~ LARGELY THROUGH THEIR EFFORT,.. THAT 

DOFA WERE FORCED INTO RECOGNITION AND ACCEPTANCE OF THEIR 

RE POW' I BILITIES Ill THI~ \1ATTER . vJELL DOllE 



I~NNVZCZCOHA7 5 HH 

PP RAYRUB 

DE RAY~JPA 2 9 185 7 1 

ZNY RRRRR 

0 R 4 7 12 JUL 83 

H1 DEFAIRA CANBERRA 

TO RAYRO )/}'QOC 

IrJFO RAYlvYD/CDF CANBERRA 

RAYBBB/HQAi1B 

RAYir;1 ;;·~'7Lt1 

R E S T R I C T E D 

::; IG HEE 

835/~Gop- - AF 

U!HDEiJTIFIED RADAR TRACK!=" - YDHEY RADAR 

A. DEFAIR A09 17/DGOP5- AF OF 1 JUL 83 

B; TELECON DGOP5/GPCAPT TI ?PING OF 4 JUL 83 

1. REFERENCE A IN: TRUCTED HQOC TO INVE ~"" TIGATE UHIDENTIFIED RADAR 

TRACKS IN THE ~ YDNEY REGIOH. 

2. IN VIEH OF THE RESULT OF THE INVESTIGATION , AND IN PARTICULAR 

THE LACK OF CONFIRMED CORROBORATION OF THE TRACK BY OTHER . , 

RADAl , CA'" HA'" DIRECTED THAT ELEllEIH INVOLVED BE REVERTED TO 

NORNAL 0 )ERATIOW" • THI CONFIRl1'" ADVICE PROVIDED AT REFERENCE: B 



o6~ 

DE Rt\::f a 

ZllY RRRRP. 
,.. 

0 P. 4 52 Z JUL 33 

Fl1 HQOC 

TO RA YB ,. / HOAMB 

AA YRHB/HQUUl 

517 

INFO RAY~1PP / DEFAI R CAflBERRA 

BT 

R E S T R I C T E D 

SI G ADA 

398/r-ooP~B 

FOR Xm/U1 , XOAfi . , DEFAIR FOR DOPS-AF . 

0"ERATI0l'l CLOSE EI~COUNTERS 

'83 JU - 4 -5 :37 

REF A. TELECOI~ XOA /V0ti]LM/-TRO PS OF 4JUL83 

1. THI S 115 G CONFIRM~ REF A. F 111 INVOLVLlENT IN OPERATI OrJ CLOSE 
~ ~ 

ElJCOUlJTER~"" NO LONGER REQUIRED. A c- ET ARE TO REDEPLOY TO AMBERLEY AT 

EARLIEST . NORMAL COMt1AND AND CONTROL ARRANGEMENT APPLY . tlAJlY THANKS 

BT 



/ZCZCOHA 53 

00 RAYRW8 

HH I 
"83 JUL - 4 -5 :35 

DE RAYROB 93 185 445 

ZNY RRRRR 

0 R 4 4322 JUL 83 

F11 HQOC 

TO RAYW 0 /DEFAIR CAN8ERRA 

INFO RA YR l /'r{QlvLt1 

HA Y8 B/HQAi1B 

BT 

R E S T R I C T E D 

SIG ADA 

397 /COF 

DEFAIR FOR DGOP- - AF , IJLM , AMB FOR OC 

OPERATION CLO E EIJCOUNTER 

A. DEFAIR 3/D 0 OF 3 5552 JUL 83 

1. REF A AGREED TO REDUCE ALERT STATE TO ALERT S AND ADVI~ED 

BciNTINUATION WOULD BE REVIEWED 4JUL83 

2. THE FOLLO\HNG I S A TATEMEflT , HOPEFULLY A PRE C: S RELEAVE , AGR!:ED 

TO AT A t1EETING HELD MASCOT 4 1 z. QUOTE 
~ 

AT A MEETING AT KING FORD SMITH AIR PORT l1ASCOT BETWEEN DOFA AND RAAF 

REP~ IT HAS AGREED THAT: IT I S LIKELY THAT THE APPAREIIT RETURNS 

THAT HAVE BEEN OBSERVED ON OtJE OF THE RADAR ... AT SYDNEY AIRPORT ARE 

CAUSED BY RANDOt•l ATMOSPHERIC COHDITIONt'" AND POS~ IBLE INTERFEREJJCE. 

PAGE 2 RAYROB 93 R E S T R I C T E D 

tlEA URES ARE BEING TAKEN TO R::: c- oLVE THESE PROBLEt1 '" . IT I S CON~ I DERED 

EXTRENELY UNLI.~ELY THAT THE R "PORTED CONTACT- HEHE AI HCRAFT UNQUC~TE 

RES RICTE BT 
I L.,.,.--------7"¢' 

t7 
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•

cdAuo79 
No 7530 66 052 8064 

MEMORANDUM 

• 

Wnte or Print Clearl 

- -
Frc 

F" lr/sr /k.t:. e fercnces 

.J~ 0~;)~ 
To t o n 

~tJuY7 oc >co 
For lnlormatoon 

Subject 

o/e~t:PJ ~ (:;,1-..1 Ce-UA17C "!<. 

------------------

Rank 

ckWJJrL 
App. on•m n• 

7l_co 

- ------- --------------~~-
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o~a.1 '2:t~o }1 '+0 

1 Ob4o 35oJt2>5 

I 0/03 ;~2/14-3 

oq~~ ~'i g'Sb /12.5 

{Yf:;"3 
/NI-M ""' 

001 /Ill. . 17p 
r~lf~WUV! '¢) 

jf)!K} 3a,J 3~~ /lo2.. 1Jo 
(~to~ ~o} 

I'll / JY C)!o/ltS" 
.. 

:tJ to sy O!Ojl'f-0 /J 0 

/ 

_::.:....::.__ --· ~ .... 

if¢¢ 

Ml- f' 

Ml·o 

4-oo 

t-+1<;H Ce-tJ1'PrCi" F~R. to Sw~~PS (APF'QoX t=tr-t 

- r{O SP;J:;,/H~ £4 tvEr--1 • 

- No SPb /~-tr 4 tvErJ- 3 ~t;;PS ouLC;J. j 

deiUt;"fi:-:'D 8'1 S 'l!) l~ 8€ INTCL/fs,tuv(1 
I 

~/f--11 wc.t4'n+ttt! 1AJ Af~e::A . NS ~c..e....J 

flt.?-!J 8Rtt.tl.Y gy ~uvt Sv!Uf). !tors 
A ~>Sour /) N M tl..ES ::; E otc s Y~ Cow;yp, 

/J T 5 1hY1t. 771'rl t::. . Htii-VY wX, 
3 {lt1tNJS or/t...d_ ,..J:;3Cii!A...J 

(?/15Sn!I7t=-:!J /fdl o?/1-I'"T e-JH,t:.H R.e..,J 
OrJ 70 SY j) , J.. tM."'S U/' 1-u I Tlf 

5 Y'ONt:.'/ O'lS"3 ~Zc.-f?otz.:r. 

lfcc.J) C/N77L 

/17 I 'f- 2~. 

N£rJ'i7'1r= -tz_ 

N S,3cte,J 

/" /fY E)J Ott; 72 kJ V11 
NS 3 C /&.) . tfe:.-19-VY 

IN /1~ e::-,IJ . 
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l..iNE l 

I..INE2 

L.INE 3 

L.INE 4 

Ll 

PAGE NO 

Department of Defence 
MESSAGE FORM 

NOTE: Write only ono addressee per Uno 

- 1!.!{ ~l_l,.,_~ 

111f-OL 

---t-- ___ PE f,!l/2. Ui AJ ii~~-,.4-

MESSAGE INSTRUCT! NS 

SIG/ORIG NO 

.5t6 AD A 

ex!!>'- b 
------i 

GR 

-.L_,___s._..rAI...il '' __r J:/ A.r.. -'la c.!I tiJ ~ _ ~ 1.._ M t:&.d1 AJ, AJ G. / T A s,.< s 

L.i?__..C&l ~AlT. A.t-r ~ ..s..TA.J &. ~ GtU.l r J.A.J v &. A SS.UMJ.# ~ 

u_c.o,.;T.....uJth,._ J'l!a¥LS.taJJ 11L A~t'lCL?...A.ET 

DRAFTER'S NAME AND TITLE PHONE NO REF FILE NO 

NO OF PAGES DATE 

AS 14 [k:J.JE. 

FOR DATE TIME SYSTEM OPERATOR DATE TIME 
OPS R 0 
USE 

Stock No 7630 66- 094- 6819 



ZNY RRRRR 

0 R 3 3112 JUL 83 
,..,. 

FM HQOC 

1U RAYI-1PP/DEFAIR CANBERRA 

RA YRHB /HQWLt-1 

INFO RAYBBB/HQAMB 

BT 

R E S T R I C T E D 

SIG ADA 

726/ COFS 

DEFAIR FOR DGO PS- AF, WU1 FOR OC 

OPERATION CLOSE ENCOUNTER 

A. vTL~1 ~liDO 0 502 SITREP NO 2. 
I" 

B. HQOC 725/COFS 2 3412 

"83 J - 3 -3 :37 

1. REF A FURTHER StmSTAUTIATES OBSERVATIONS t-1ADE Ifl SITREP NO 1 
I" 

AND REF B THAT UNIDENTIFIED SIGHTINGS ARE RESULT OF ELECTRONIC . . 
ffiENONEtlON EXCLUSIV£ TO SYDHrY ROUTE SURVEILLANCE RADAR . CLOSE 

CONTACT WITH RADAR TECHS BEING MAifJTAINED BUT AS YET NO CONCLUSIVE 

EVIDENC: 0'3TAIHED 

2. IN VIEU COMt-lENTS PARA 5 REF A. STRONGLY RECOIR1END RESPONSE BE 

SCALED DO~JN TO LEVEL CONSI STENT ~liTH MAINTAINING NORMAL TASKS. 

?AGE 2 RAYROB 883 R E r T R I C T E D 

3. FOR HQv1Lri. IF ALERT STATE WITHDRAHN ADVISE HHAT RESPONSE COULD 

I3E GUARAHTEED. ATC SURAD MAY NOv/ REVERT TO NORt1AL OPERATIONS. 

3CRU SURVEILLANCE TO CONTINUE ON 24 HOUR BASI S 

BT 

Rl 



/3 
_B ICitU ~ 

~\ .2.~ -
PP RAYROB RAYWPP RA 

DE RAYRWB 272 18300 

2NY RRRRR 

P R 0300502 JUL 83 

FM HQWLM 

,~ 

&. ,.~ ~ 
~.; ~ ~ ~ 

.~..-1rs ~v.,c .. ~~~~ t1 
~ g .'lP~~ 

~~,,~,~ 
FOR 

I ACT INF 

HQWLM 

BSWLM 

481SQN 

77SQN 

TO RAYROB/HQBC 

INFO RAYWPPIDEFAIR CANBERRA 20CU 

RAYBBBIHQAMB 
4 FL.T 

I 3CRU 

BT I 26SQN 

AJWE 

R E S T R I C T E D 66GL. 

PTS - -
SI G ADA SAR I 

001/DO SPf"CfAL INSTRliCTIONSr 

ACTION TO 
BE TAKEN 

REPLY OIRECT 

(COPY HQWLM) 

REPLY TO OC 

FOR SIGNATURE 

REPLY TO 

HQWLM BY 

-
. 

HQWLM 

oc 
AOMINSO 

xo 
OPSO 

STANCO 

BFSO 

INTELO 

ORWOFF 

woo 

-' . 

FOR AOCOC FROM OCWL~, DEFAIR FOR DGOPS-AF, HQAMB FOR OC . 

OPERATION CLOSE ENCOUNTER SITREP NO 2. 

A. DEFAIR A0917/DGOPS-AF OF 0105 142 JUL 83 

B. HQOC 724/AOC OF 0107552 JUL 83 

ACl IN IE 

.. 

1. 2 X MIR AND 1 X Flll RELEASED FROM ALERT TWO AND ALERT THIRTY 

RESPECTIVELY WEF 0222002 JUL 83 . ABOVE ALERT STATES WILL 

RECOMMENCE AT 0308002 JUL 83 . 

2. 3CRU AND SURAD REMAI N ON 24 HOUR OPERATIONS . 

3 . UNIDENTIFIED RADAR CONTACT S REPORTED BY SYD ARE: 

TIME 

0230 

POSN 

005 SYD 100 

HDG 

N 

SPD 

FAST 

REMARKS 

HELD BRIEFLY 

t 
NFA' 



PAGE 2 RAYRWB 272 R E S T R I C T E D 

0320 336 SYD 124 N 400K HELD BRIEFLY 

0437 360 SYD 120 020 750K HELD FOR 16 SWEEPS 

0608 

0630 

0636 

1803 

2240 

005 SYD 13 7 

003 SYD 90 

005 SYD 112 

004 SYD 154 

357 SYD 87 

025 700K 

010 600K 

010 600K 

060 

170 900K 

HELD FOR 13 SWEEPS 

3 PAINTS 

1 PAINT 

HELD BRIEFLY 

HELD FOR 20NM 

4. ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE AND RAAF PERSONNEL AT SYD AACC HAVE 

VERIFIED THAT THESE UNIDENTIFIED RETURNS ARE ALL GENERATED 

SOLEY BY SYD ROUTE SURVEILLANCE RADAR . NONE , REPEAT NONE, 

HAVE BEEN VERIFIED BY ANY OTHER RADAR UNIT , CIVIL OR MILITARY . 

THEREFORE I BELIEVE WE HAVE ESTABLISHED THAT THEY ARE RESULT OF 

SOME ELECTRONIC PHENONENON EXCLUSIVE TO SYD RADAR AND NOT 

EVIDENCE OF SOME UNIDENTIFIED INTRUDER . 

5. CONTINUED ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE WILL, I BELIEVE , SERVE TO 

SUBSTANTIATE THIS CONCLUSION, AND CONTINUED AIRCRAFT ALERT WILL 

THEREFORE SERVE NO PURPOSE OTHER THAN PREJUDICE WLM CAPACITY 

TO PROSECUTE NORMAL , IMPORTANT TASKS. IN PARTICULAR, I AM 

CONCERNED THAT FULL ATC SERVICES WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE FROM MONDAY 

IF 24 HOUR SURVEILLANCE IS SUSTAINED . THIS WILL PREJUDICE OCU 

PAGE 3 RAYRWB 272 R E S T R I C T E D 

BT 

TRAINING, PARTICULARLY IF WEATHER DETERIORATES . THEREFORE I 

STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT WE SUSPEND AIRCRAFT ALERTS FORTHWITH 

AND CONTINUE PURELY ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE UNTIL FINAL DECISION 

CAN BE GIVEN 
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273 

Aug 79 
No. 7530 66-052-8064 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

{lt$'T62-I ~y 
Write or Print~ 

.---· 
From 

File85/?7 /A 
1 
(L 

Date References 

3c.4) ¢3 'l"uLS3 
To Atlention 

HteWUJ\ oc.. ~0 . 
For Information 

Subject 

O~t.--a.A-n or--1 ~ {;N:.i)Vt-Jl"b ~ 

Sk \t s h·oJ=.....__---' 
------------~--jk~~-~ - ~~~~~~~~~~~t~·-

Name 

f . A , /( aNit-rJ 
Rank Appointment 

5f/NlA)f- __ ~......._(eo_ 
Phone No. 

bl)1 
SECURITY CLASSIFICATI~l 

h--:5-:-if uc0 _1 
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HH 

PP RAYRUB 

ZNY RRRRR ZFD RAYROB 

HH 

REST 

This message fe 
au 8 

SPected duplfc•te 

PP RAYi!PP RAYRtiB RAYBBB 

DE RAYROB 859 183 4 3 
,.. 

ZI~Y RRRRR 

P 2 3412 JUL 83 

Fi-1 HQOC 
,. 

TO RAY f / D':FAIR CANBE 

Ir~FO RAYRUti 1: QULN 

nAY Pl3 / FC'Al1B 

BT 

R E S T R I C T ~ D 

SIG ADA 

725 / COFS 

DEFAI R FOR DGO L>S- AF , A P , '1U1 FOR OC 

0 ERATION C~OSE ENCOUJnER 

REF A. HQWLt1 1/DOM 2 1392 . SITREP NO 1. 

B. HQOC 573/SOI~T 3 VUN83 
,. 

"83 JUI -3 -3 :17 

1. FURTHER TO REFERENCE A THE FOLLOtliNG ARE COMtLSNTS RESULTING 

FR0~1 OBSERVATIOU:; / ANALYSIS CARRIED OUT BY HQOC ST•1FF 

/I 
~ 

A. PREVIOUS REPORTS AND THOSE IN R:F A COlJFH'E TH: llAJORITY OF 

P.E PORTED TRACKS TO GENERALLY liORTH OF 1/LH USUALLY HEADING IN A 

NORTHERLY DIRECTION 355- 3 rAND FADING TOU OS THE LINIT OF SYDNEY 

RADAR COVERAGE 15 - 1S5 l!ti RESTRICT ~ --·-- __ ..,.. 
B. THESE AHD OTHER . RE ORTED TRACKS GENERALLY ALIGN TO SYDliEYRADIALS 
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c . tTHILE SOtiE TRACKS ARE HAVE BEEN RE ORTED AS VERY STROTJG PAINTS 

TilE tlAJORITY ARE UEAK 

D. PERIOD OF SIGHTINGS AGE REPORTED TO RANGE FRot1 BETUEEN ONE TO 
, 

EIGHT StiEEPS AT FIVE RPt1 . ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN EXCEPTIONS 

EXTENDING TO 14 S\vEEPS ASSutl!NG SAt1E TRACK 

D. PLOTS OFREPORTED TRACKS ARE IJOT CONSI STENT tHTH ANY KHOUN FLIGHT 

PROFILES OF ANY HAJJ t1ADE OBJECT NOR ARE OBSERVATION" CONSF' TEHT tHTH 

ANY PREVIOUSLY EX<=>ERIEflCED EXTERilAL INTERFEREilCE 

E. riAJORITY OF THE RE PORTED SIGHTINGS HAVE BEEN IN LOCATIONS 

IUTHIN ROUND MOUNTAIN, ULM SURAD AND 3CRY RADAR COVERAGE. DOFA AND 

RAAF ATC STAFF COIJFIRt1 THAT NO TRACKS HAVE BEEN COf~FIRl1ED BY ROUTJD , 

UOUllTAIN SINCE UNIDENTIFIED TRACKS WERE FIR3T OBSERVED. HLt1 

STAFF ALSO CONFIRM THEY ALSO HAVE NOT SEEN ANY SPECIFIC TRACKS 

RE PORTED BY SYDIJEY AS UNIDENTIFIED OR ANY OTHER EVIDENCE OF 

Uli!DENTIFI'E:D TRACKS ON HLM RADAR . REF B IJJDICATED THAT ONE TRACK 

HAD BEEN CORROBORATED BY 3CRU. FURTHER INQUIRIES REVEAL THAT THIS 

RESULTED FRot1 A RATHER CASUAL INQUIRY FROtl SYDHEY RELATING TO AH 

OBSERVED TRACK ABOUT 

UlULE NOT DETRACTING 

RAI SE EXTREME DOUBTS 

THE TitlE OF THE IN~IDENTIFIED S!GHTINGS . 

FROt1 T~E ~~~ \~lf tf SIATE~lENT IT DOES 

ON HHETHER THIS JJRREC6RDED INTERCHANGE COULD 
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BE REGARDED AS OSITIVE CORROBORATION THE LACK OF ANY FOLLOW- UP . 
COHFIRt1ATION OF TRACKS REINFORCES THIS VIEt-! 

F. ARRANGENEIITS HAVE BEEN NADE WITH BUllET TO ADVISE OF ANY UNUSUAL 

tlET CONDITIOIJS EXISTING AT THE TU1E OF OBSERVATIONS, ANAPRO P BEING 

Ol!E EXPLANATION FOR AT LEAC:: T SOilE TRACKS 

G. VERBAL DISCUSS IONS lliTH DOFA SENIOR ErJGINEERS AND RADAR 

TECHNICIANS AT MASCOT IND GATE A STRONG OSS IBILITY OF A RADAR 

FAULT CAUSING THE MAJORIT OF THE c- E OBSERVATIOUS AND APPRO PRIATE 

INVESTIGATION EFFORT HAS ARTED. TO DATE HO FAULT HAS BEEN . 
FOUJJD llHICH HIGHT PROVIDE N EXPLAHATIOH AIJD INVESTIGATIONS ARE 

CONTINUI NG 

BT 

NNNIJ 
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DE RAY ROB 8$9 183 4 3 

2NY RRRRR 

p ;:~ 2 3412 JUL 83 
,. 

Fl1 HQOC 

TO RAYv1P"' / DEFAIR 

INFO RAYR JB/HOVJLM 

RAYBB'B/HQAt1B 

BT 

R E S T R I C T E D 

SIG ADA 

725/ COFS 

DEFAIR FOR DGOPS - AF, At1B , UU1 FOR OC 

OPERATION CLOSE tNCOUNTER 

'83 JU - 2 -4 :54 

REF A. HQHLM 1/DO 2 1392. SITREP NO 1. 

B. HQOC 673/ SOINT 3 JUNS3 

1. FURTHER TO REFERENCE A THE FOLLOWING ARE COMMENTS RESULTING 

FROM OBSERVATION~ /ANALYSI S CARRIED OUT BY HQOC STAFF 

A. PREVIOUS REPORTS AND THOSE IN REF A CONFINE THE tlAJORITY OF 

REPORTED TRACKS TO GENERALLY tlORTH OF t•TL~1 USUALLY HEADING IN A 

NORTHERLY DIRECTION 355- ""3 AtlD FADING TOWARDS THE LIMIT OF SYDNEY 

RADAR COVERAGE 15 - 165 Nr1 

B. THESE AND OTHER REPORTr ;E.srRtcTroLJ ALIGN TO SYDNEY RADIALS 



PA 2 RAYROB 869 R E S T R I 

C. t·lHILE SO~lE TRACKS ARE HAVE BEEN REPORTED AS VERY STRONG PAINTS 

TirE HAJORITY ARE WEAK 

D. PERIOD OF SIGHTINGS ARE RE PORTED TO RANGE FROM BETWEEN ONE TO 

EIGHT StvEEPS AT FIVE RPl1 . ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN EXCEPTIONS 

EXTENDING TO 14 SWEEPS ASSUMING SAt1E TRACK 

D. PLOTS OF RE PORTED TRACKS ARE NOT CONSISTENT WITH ANY KNOWN FLIGHT 
, 

PROFILES OF ANY HAN HADE OBJECT NOR ARE OBSERVATIONS COUSISTENT WITH 

ANY REVIOUSLY EXPERIENCED EXTERNAL INTERFERENCE 

E. MAJORITY OF THE REPORTED SIGHTINGS HAVE BEEN IN LOCATIONS 

liTTHIN ROUND MOUNTAIN, WLM SURAD AND 3CRY RADAR COVERAGE. DOFA AND 

P.AAF ATC STAFF CONFIRt1 THAT NO TRACKS HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED BY ROUND 

MOUNTAIN SINCE UNIDENTIFIED TRACKS WERE FIRST OBSERVED. WLM 

STAFF ALSO CONFIRM THEY AL"O HAVE NOT SEEN ANY SPECIFIC T1Ac ~;; 

RE PORTED BY SYDNEY AS UNIDENTIFIED OR ANY OTHER EVIDENCE OF 

ill~IDENTIFIED TRACKS ON WLM RADAR. REF B INDICATED THAT ONE TRACK 

HAD BEEN CORROBORATED BY 3CRU. FURTHER INQUIRIES REVEAL THAT THI S 

RESULTED FROl1 A RATHER CASUAL INQUIRY FROH SYDIJEY RELATING TO AN 

OBS ERVED TRACK ABOUT THE TIME OF THE INITIAL UNIDENTIFIED SIGHTINGS. 

tolHILE NOT DETRACTING FRO~l THE ACCURACY OF THE STATEt1ENT IT DOES 

RAI SE EXTREME DOUBTS 



PA 
I RESTRICTE 

3 RAYROB 869 R E S T R I C T E ~ 
J 

REGARDED AS POSITIVE CORROBORATIOfJ T:IE LACK OF ANY FOLLOvJ- UP 

CONFIRMATION OF TRACKS REINFORCES THIS VIEW 

F. ARRANGEMEIITS HAVE BEEN ~lADE WITH But1ET TO ADVI SE OF ANY UNUSUAL 

MET CONDITIONS EXI STIUG AT THE TH1E OF OBSERVATION'" , ANA ?ROP BEING 

ONE EXPLANATION FOR AT LEAST SOME TRACKS 

G. VERBAL DISCUSSIONS \HTH DOFA SEIHOR ENGINEERS AHD RADAR 

TECHNICIAUS AT MASCOT INDICATE A STRONG POSS IBILITY OF A RADAR , 

FAULT CAUSING THE MAJORITY OF THESE OBSERVATIOUS AND A PROPRIATE 

INVESTIGATION EFFORT HAS STARTED. TO DATE NO FAULT HAS BEEN . , 

FOUIJD UHICH MIGHT PROVIDE AN EX lLANATION AtJD INVESTIGATIONS ARE 

COtniNUING 

BT 

[ RESTRICT 0 



NNNNVZCZCOHA223 

00 RAYRWB 

DE RAYROB 422 
,.. 

ZNR UUUUU 

0 1 35 Z JUL 83 

~m 
BT 

UNCLAS 

SIG ADA 

38 7 / COFS 

FOR OC FROM COFS 

SURVEILLANCE TASKING 

·a3 ,JUI - 1 -4 ~S 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE YOU ARE TO PROVIDE A t1INIMm1 OF TWO UNARMED 
, 

MIRAGE AIRCRAFT ON ALERT TWO TO ELECTROJJICALLY OR VISUALLY IDENTIFY 

UNIDENTIFIED HIGH SPEED RADAR TRACKS THAT HAVE BEEN REPORTED BY 

SYDNEY RADAR . AIRCRAFT SHOULD NOT BE USED UNLESS CONFIRMATION OF 

ANY REPORTED TRACKS I S FORTHCOIUNG FROM 3CRU, WLM SURAD OR 

N~Y RADAR OTHER THAN SYDNEY 

BT 



uu 

"83 JUL - 1 -5 :27 
DE RAYROB 423 1820416 

ZNR UUUUU 
,.. 

0 0 1£r402Z JUL 83 
~ 

FM HQOC 

TO RAYRCX/ AVAIT NSW 

RAYRHB/HQ~JU1 

BT 

UNCLAS 

SIG HOQ 

397/ - 0CC 

AVAIT FOR MR BOB POHELL CSSATC> 

POSSIBLE INVESTIGATION OF UNIDENTIFIED RADAR TRACK ~liTHIN 

150 NM RADIUS OF WILLIAMTOWN 

A. TELCOM WGCDR V. MEYN/BOB PO~IELL . 

1. TO ENABLE EFFECTIVE SCRAMBLE OF MIRAGE AIRCRAFT FROM WILLIAM--TOWN , TO INVESTIGATE UNIDENTIFIED RADAR TR~CKS , REQUEST ASSURANCE 

THAT EVERY PQ~S IBLE ASS ISTANCE WI LL BE PROVIDED BY ~YDNEY AIR 
, 

TRAFFIC CONTROL, TO PERMIT UNINTERUPTED SCRAMBLE VECTORS AS 

REQUESTED BY WILLIAMTOWN. 

2. THE DURATION OF THIS REQUEST IS UNKNO~IN , AND A~PLICATION OF 

OF THIS ASS ISTANCE IS REQUIRED UNTIL OTHERWI~E ADVI~ED BY HQ 

WILLIAMTOWN 

PAGE 2 RAYROB 423 UNCLAS 

3. PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE TO THIS HQ AND HQWLM 

BT 
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NNNNV2C2COHA236 

00 RAYRWB 

HH 

DE RAYl4PA ~63 1820514 

2NY RRRRR 

0 R 31~5 142 JUL 83 
A ~ 

FM DEFAIRA CAHBERR 

TO RAYROB/HQOC 

INFO RAYR~Hl/Hm•7LM 

RAYWYD / CDFS 

BT 

R E S T R I C T E D 

SI G HEE 

A0917 / DGO?S - AF 

- 4JUL 1983 

HQWLM 

UNIDENTIFIED RADAR TRACKc - SYDNEY RADAR 

A. TELECON DGOPSAF /COFS OF 3 JUN 83 
. 

B. HQOC 73r OI NT OF 30 5 2 JUN 83 
. 

1. THIS MESS AGE , I NTER ALIA , CONFIRMS ORAL INSTRUCTIONS PASSED VIA 

REFERENCE A. 

~ I N VIEW OF THE NUMBER AND CHARACTERIS TIC ~ OF UNIDENTIFIED 

HIGH SPEED RADAR TRACKS RE PORTED 1Y SYDNEY RADAR IN RECENT 

WEEK~ CREF '3 >, HQOC IS TO TAKE ACTION TO IrNESTIGATE THE NATURE 

OF THESE AND ANY FUTURE SIMILAR UNIDENTIFIED TRAC~ IN THE SYDNEY 

REGION . THIS ACTION IS TO INCLUDE EXTENDED HOURS OF RADAR SUR­

VEILLANCE AND VISUAL IDENTIFICATION FLIGHTS ;f'lll:ee.......,---"'"'-......,...._......_........, 



PAGE 2 RAYWPA 63 R E s T R I c T E D I GTED J 
rl!RCRAFT STANDBY ARRANGEMENTS ARE AT DI CRETION OF AOCOC, 

HOWEVER THE PERIODS DURING WHICH MOST OF THE TRACKS HAVE OCCURRED 

ARE TO BE COVERED . 

4. AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED ON VISUAL IDENTIFICATION FLIGHTS ARE NOT, 

REPEAT, NOT TO CARRY WEAPOH. • 

5. REPbRTING REQUIREMENTS TO DEFAIR CDOPS - AF > ARE AS FOLLOWS : 

A. CURRENT AIRCRAFT/CRU STANDBY STATUS. 

B. ANY FURTHER DET::!:CTIONS OF SIMILAR TRACKS AND DETAILS OF ANY 

RESPONISVE ACTION ARE TO BE REPORTED IMMEDIATELY. 

C. A SITREP IS TO BE FORWARDED DAILY TO COVER THE SITUATION TO 

100~ HOURS LOCAL . THIS SHOULD INCLUDE ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO 

AIRCRAFT/CRU STANDBY STATUS, ADVICE ON ANY PROGRES MADE IN EST­

ARLI<.HING THE CAUl"E OF THE TRACKl" AND ANY HQOC RECOMHENDATIONS. 

D. A FINAL REPORT WILL BE REQUIRED AT THE CONSLUSION OF THE 

OPERATION. 

G. AT THI S STAG: IT IS PLANNED THAT AIRCRAFT STANDBY BE CONTINUED 

FOR AT LEAST OrJE WEEK. HOWEVER, THIS ASPECT tHLL BE KE PT UNDER 

REVIEW IN THE LIGHT OF THE RESULTS OF ALL INVEl"TIGATIONS INTO THE 

UNIDENTIFIED TRACK~ 

BT 



00 RAYRWEJ 

DE RAYROB 43 : 

ZNY RRRRR 
,.. 

0 0 1 ~7352 JUL 83 
,... 

FM HQOC 

TO RAYRBB/HQAMB 

INFO RAYRvlBIHQt~LM 

HH 

RAYWPP/DEFAIR CANSERRA 

BT 

R E S T R I C T E D 

SIG ADA 

723 / AOC 

RECEIVED 
- 4JUL 1983 

WIM 

FOR OCM1'8, OCWLr1 DEFAIR FOR DGOPS 

OPERATION,.CLOSE ENCOUNTER 

'8 JUL - 1 -A :17 

1. IN VIEW OF THE NUMBER AND CHARACTERERISTICS OF UNIDENTIFIED 

HIGH SPEED RADAR TRACKS REPORTED BY SYDNEY RADAR IN RECENT WEEKc, 

CAS HAS DIRECTED THAT ACTION BE TAKEN TO INVESTIGATE THE NATURE 

OF THESE AND ANY FUTURE SIMILIAR UNIDENTIFIED TRACKS IN THE SYD 

AREA . 

2. OCWLM HAS BEEN DIRECTED TO TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION TO 

IDENTIFY THESE TRACKS. TO SUPPORT OCWLM AS NECESSARY YOU ARE TO 

DEPLOY TWO CLEAN F111S TO ~TLM ASAP. OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF THESE 

ASS ETS IS TO REVERT TO OCHLM ON ARRIVAL WLM. 

~_STRICTED _] 



3. AT THIS STAGE, THESE AIRCRAFT ARE TO BE OPERATED ON AN 
I -- ICTED l 

~ -~~ 2 RAYROB 43 R E S T R I C T E D 
I -

AIRCREW TURNAROU~D BASI S UNTIL TUE~ 5 JUL 83, WITH APPROPRIATE 

SUPPORT FRot1 HQWUl UNITS . UP TO T~10 MISS IONS .. PER DAY : HOULD RE 

ANTICIPATED. FURTHER AIRCREWIMAINTENANCE SUPPORT EX M1BERLEY MAY 

BE REQUIRED AFTER MON 4 JUL 83 . DIRLAUTH 0Ct•1U1/0CA~1B I S 

AUTHORIZED IN THIS REGARD. 

~ SEPERATE INSTRUCTION~/GUIDELINES ON THE USE OF F111 ASSETc 

IN THIS OPERATION WILL BE I SSUED TO OC~1LM INFO OCAMB 

BT 

r RESTRICTED ] 
I --



NNNNVZCZCOHA293 

00 RAYRWB 

DE RAYRO B 431 

ZNY RRRRR 

0 fJ l rl! 755Z JUL 83 
~ 

Ft-1 HQOC 

TO RAYRttJB/HQHU1 

INFO RAYBBB/HQAMB 

RAYWPP/ DEFAIR CANBERRA 

BT 

R E S T R I C T E D 

SIG ADA 

724/AOC 

RECE\VED 
- .JUL t98l 

WLM 

FOR OC~JLM, OCAMB DEFAIR FOR DGOPS - AF 

OPERATION CLOSE ENCOUNTER 

A. HQOC 387/COFS OF 1 JUL 83 

B. DEFAIR A091 7/DGO PS - AF OF 1 JUL 83 

·s; Ju -1 -a :39 

~ . ~ 

1. FURTHER TO INSTRUCTIONS AT REFERENCE A AND CONSIDERING 

THE REQUIREMENTS OF REFERENCE B, AIRCRAFT MAY BE SCRAMBLED, 

AT YOUR DISCRETION, FOR IDENTIFICATION OF TRACK£ DETECTED ONLY 

BY SYDNEY RADAR . 

2. AIRCRAFT AND CARU ALERT STATES ARE AT YOUR DISCRETION, HOWEVER , 

YOU ARE TO ENSURE THAT TIME PERIODS DURING ~vHICH Mo c:.T TRACKS HAVE 

OCCURRED ARE ADEQUATELY COVERED. 



~ 2 RAYROB 431 R E S T R I C T E D 

~ • TWO F-111 AIRCRAFT ARE BEING DEPLOYED TO WLM FOR YOUR USE 

DURING THIS,.OPERATION AND ARE PLACED UNDER YOUR OPERATIONAL 

CONTROL FROM TIME OF ARRIVAL WLM. 

4. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS OPERATION THE RESTRICTIONS REGARDING 

SUPERSONIC FLIGHT AS DETAILED IN HQOC AS! 1/A/4 ARE VIAIVED. 

HOWEVER, F-111 AIRCRAFT SHOULD AVOID SUPERSONIC FLIGHT OVER 

J 

... . ,.. ,.. ~ 
LAND UNLESS IT BECOMES ES~ENTIAL FOR THE SUCCESSFUL IDENTIFICATION 

OF A TARGET. 

5. ONE AIR DEFENCE CONTROLLER HAS BEEN ATTACHED FROM 3 CARU FOR 

DtiTY MASCOT . ON HIS ARRIVAL AT MASCOT CLOSE CONTROL OF AIRCRAFT 

COULD ~E EFFECTED, AT YOUR DISCRETION, BY EITHER 3 CARU OR 

~ YDNEY RADAR . 

~. SPECIAL AIRWAYS CLEARANCE ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN AGREED WITH , 

OOA SYDNEY AND DETAILS HAVE BEEN ADVISED SEPARATELY. 

7. YOU ARE TO REPORT DIRECT TO THIS HQ COPY TO DEFAiR CDGOPc > 
. 

AS REQUIRED BY PARA 5 OF REFERENCE B. DETAILS OF ~CRAMBLES AND 

ADVICE OF ANY MULTI SENSOR CORRELATED TRACKS SHOULD BE 

DISPATCHED IMMEDIATELY. THE DAILY SITREP SHOULD INCLUDE DETAILS 

OF ALL UNIDENTIFIED TRACKS REPORTED TO 3 CARU 

BT 

[ RESTRICTED 



RESTRICI'ED Cof-r ); .7 Uv I 
Hea:lquarters / ·.· . Telephone ·28.7777 

H~li.M 17 /.1.. 6 /AIR 
HC.MlM 7/4/AIR(2) 

RAAF Base 
WILL~ NSW 2314 

1 July 1983 

Hecrlquarters RAAF Williamtown Operation Order No 11/83 - Exercise Close 
Encounter 

Reference: A. Telecon COFS/c:x:.wrM of approximately 300930ZJUN83 

Tirre ZOne Used Throughout This Order: ZUW 

Task Organization: No 2 Operational Conversion Unit 
No 77 Squadron 
No 3 control am Re~ing Unit 
No 4 81 Squadron 
Base SQuadron RAAF Williamt:Odil 

1. Situation. Headquarters RAAF Williamt.own has l:::een tasked vide 
Reference A to provide air defence resources for the identification of 
unknown radar contactsreport.ed by ~part:rrent of Aviation (D of A) air traffic 
control agencies in Sydney. The radar contacts, travelling at high speed, 
have appeare::l to the north of Sydney out to 150nm am have l:::een assessed 
by D of A as aln:ost certainly resultin} from nan-nade objects. 

a. Energy Fbroes NIL 

b. Friendly Forces NIL 

2. Mission. To validate the u.nknown ra::lar contacts reported by D of A 
Sydney an::l to identify t:n>se contactsby rcrlar am airborne identification. 

a. Activity Peria:l. 'Ihis task remains current on a 24-hour-a-day 
basis until can:elled by HC..X:C. 

b. Provision of Fbrces. 

( 1) Aircraft. CO 2CX:U and 00 77~ are to combine resources 
to provide two (2) Mirage a"ircraft on alert 2 plus ore (1) 
spare Mirage far identification missions until 040200ZJUL83 
Alert aircraft are to re configured with either gun-bay 
arrl wet leading edge fuel tanks or with supersonic fuel 
tanks. 

(2) Aircrew. CO 20CU and CO 77&J'J are to cortbine to maintain 
an aircrew roster for alert duties drawing on all 2CCU 
staff pilots, all 77~ pilots of Category C or higher an::l 
all HQWLM pilots. 

(3) No 3 control am IEFOrt:ing Unit. 00 3CRU is to provide 
radar surveillance and intercept control far fighter 
aircraft until the task is carx::ell.ed. 

( 4) Base Squa::lron. OOBS is to provide ·.rox:: radc;rr surveillance 
ani appropriate .rox:: facilities until the task is carx::elled. 

( 5) carm:uxl arrl control. The normal cCltiTBirl and control chain 
lS to apply, except that pronulgated Authorizing Officers 
fran either 77sr;:;J or 20CU assigned to this operation may 
authorize flights by any qualified aircrew in any aircraft 
assigred specifically to this cperation. '!his exception 
will~b¥Jrtil the task is cancelled. 
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a. BSWLM and 3CRU. Continuous surveillance is to be 
maintained by ATC and 3CRU and all radar contacts 

.. are to be identified in consul tat ion with D oi A. 
3CRU is to attempt to c.onfirm the existence of 

• unidentified contacts reported by Sydney ATC 
and, if confirmed, scramble Mirage aircraft to 
identify the contact. 

b. Scramble Procedure. Mirage aircraft are· to be 
scrambled directly from 3CRU via UHF. 

c. Identification Procedure. Mirage pilots are to 
attempt an SOP identification pass on any 
unidentified aircraft designated by 3CRU which 
appears on the Mirage's A1 radar. 

d. Intercept Safety Rules. Normal rules of safety are 
to apply. In particular, the provisions of HQOC 
ASis 1/A/1, and Annex A to 2/B/2 are to be strictly 
observed. 

e. Rules of Engagement. Sorties are to be flown in 
accordance with Rules of Engagement as nominated by 
OCWLM from JSP(AS) 38 Chapter 6. 

f. Flight Limitations. All aircrew are to strictly 
observe the flight envelope limitations relevant 
to the current Mirage safety equipment fit and to 
the aircraft's configurations. 

4. Administration and Logistics 

a. Aircraft Maintenance. BENGO is to co-ordinate the 
allocation of technical manpower resources from 
77SQN, 20CU and 481SQN for the provision of 
maintenance and turn around support for aircraft 
assigned to this task. 

b. 481SQN. CO 481SQN is to provide arrestor barrier 
support and maintain strip-recovery alert on a 
24 hour-a-day basis. 

c. BSWLM. COBS is to provide the following support: 

(1) ATC Van. The ATC Van is required for ORP 
ma1ntenance support. Telephone services are 
to be provided to the van. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Refuelling Tankers. 
refuelling priority. 

20CU is to receive 

Messin~. All messes are to be manned to 
caterer task activities. BCATO is to liaise 
with CO 20CU, CO 3CRU and CO 481 SQN to define 
messing requirements. 

Central Store. Provision is to be made for 
units to access the central store at all times. 

RESTRICI'ED 
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5. Command and Signal 

a. IFF/SIF. 
be used. 

Routine 20CU and 3CRU callsigns are to 

6. Acknowledgement Instructions. Do not acknowledge. 
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