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560/1/1 Pt 21 ( 17a) 

Y.rs A, ilankinson, 
363 Wynnuro North Road, 
'*'Yii!!UJoi 'fORTH, Q.LD 4178 

Dear Nrs lla.nk:inson, 

11/ith reference to your report of an unusual aerial 
sighting on 11th April 1973, it is regretted that the investigating 
team has been unable to conclusively determine the cause. 

UoX'l:lally, lo~ical explanations are available in answer 
to sighting re~orts, and theories investic&ted in r~lPtion to 
your report covered RAAF and Civil air tove· eats , and movement 
of ~eteorological ~easurement devices , -nfortunately, none of 
these theoriea corresponded to the time period aa stated in your 
report . A feasible explanatio~o, vhich would only be relevant 
if there vas an inaccuracy in the stated time of si.j:lting, is 
that the sighting vas of a ' Fokker Friendship ' a i rcraft which 
departed Eagle Farm airport in a north easterly direction at 
0205 brs . 

For your information, of the 653 sighting& reported 
to the llA.F to date, approximately 931• have been explained, 6,, 
have had insufficient detail provided for adequate investigation, 
and 1~ are unexplained. Unless a time discrepancy is possible , 
your report must be categorized as unexplainable . 

•I! thank you for your inter.:sc. 

Yours faithfully , 

Af~df~ 
(G.J. ODCER5) 
Director of Public Relations 
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Rh"'STRIC'l'ED 

REPORT ON UNUSUAL AERI AL SIGIITJ liG 

Par'; I - Report b ,>' Observer~ 

(As a preliminary t o compl eting thi~ form , t he 
obser ver l s J.n•,i tea to describe the sight ~n~~: 1.n 
his or her 0\1.0. m'l.nner, usir.g either separat~ 
sheets or the bac~ o! this for~ . ) 

17 

Name of Ooservcr • •• ~1M . . A •. . • ~~Kt!'l.~qc-: .... .. . 1 .Al.v.'-;~ .. 
Addre.Js 01 Observe:.;:· .•• ~~.? . .. ~~f!'J.~'! ~'.' ... ~P!~1)~ . ... Kb ..... .. 
. .... ... '2 'J~~.u.r{\ . . -~ . f-.19.1\~tj . . • . . . •. . . . . 0 honc . S't b )?S: L.J-• •• • 

Occupation of O~server ...• .• . ~~· · ··· ··· · ·· · · · · ·· · ·· 
Date ana time of start of observatiun . IJ.4~~ 1~ ..... <?.' .~9 .. ... 

How certain is the dat e? .•... .. . ~ .. ...•..• .. .•. .. 

Hov1 accurate i~ the time of start? • ... t .. ?. ~-~~ .s . . •...•.•. 

D t · f b t · ~ tMr-s ura 1.on o o serva 1.on ... •• . •. •• . ..•. . . • . • . • . ......•.• ..• .. 

H0\·1 accurate is your estimate? .• • . ~ .• • 8f::? .~ . . .. ........ . 
Observer ' s location at time of sighting • •....•....•.•.•••. . • 

. ...... ~~. ~- ·i .. k\A# ....... .......... ......... . 
Ho\·1 familiar is observer with tH s localiT.y? ••. • .• • .•• •. • 

. . . . . . . . . -~ .w.~ .. )'.<-~~ ••••• •••••• •• • • •• •• •• • • ••••• 
f_ 

7. \.featrer conditions at time o£ observatjon ..... . .• • • .. . .. .•.. 

. . . . . t4w.. .. . .l': P:r-);. . - ~ • . ~ ~ ·i . ~ .~. ~r~ ~ .~.·?~-
8 . Describe any aids/equipm:mt used in the o'.iser\ratl.on . .••.•••• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 6~~- . -~ ...................... ....... . . 
9. \\!here was object first observed : 

R 1 t · t d . o\ ... t 1 • ~ { t1 e a 1. ve o your surroun. J.ng::: •••• • • ·1· . · · · · · · F · · · · · · · · 
.~ . .• 9-;~~ . . -~- -~t- . ';~ .... .. ............ . 
angl e of elevation .•.. • • · . . .. -~· .. •• •.. .• • ....•• 

compass ar.gle bearing .• .. -~~.~ ....... . ....... ... .. . . · . 

(a) 

(b ) 

( c ) 

( d) . ~ . 4- \00 
hC0\1 accurate ale these estuta1:e~ . . ........ . ..... .. ..... · · · 

10. \-That .first attrac-r,ed observer' s att~ntion '! ........ .. .... .• .. 

. u~~- -~·· ... .... ... ...... .. ..... .. .... .. .... ... ... . 

R£5Tf<lC'FED 



RESTRICTED 
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If there vras mol:'e than one light/object: 

(a) hO\~ many were- there? . ... ... . .... . . _, ~ .... . ...... ... . 

(b) in what formation \':ere they?. -~- ....... . .. . ... . •. . . 

12. \-fnat NilS -che colour of the light or ob..,e: .... ?~~ .~ -~ 
13. \·fl1at 11as the brightness? (compare \·:ith full ..._.;o!l or 

common light source at a stated dis :rr , t.~. ordinary 
\ :L-rA-1.0 t:£.r 

street light at 100 yards) .~ -~· l":(jv.:"'.": • . .•• .•... • •. 

14. What was the apparent size at neares ap: r• L; 

'16 . 

18. 

19. 

(a) relative to ~or l'loon:f~.~-~~~ 
(b) relative dimensions in inches at arm ' s length 

( about 20 inches from the eyes) . .•. . •.. . . ....... • .. . 

• .. ~~' .. <>-!; •• ~~ ~. ~: ...... . ... . .. ... . ... .. . .. . 

What were t he bearing and elevation angles at nearest 

approach and how were these values assessed'! . ... •.. . .....• 

. . . . . ~!'1.~ .. -~- -~ .. :-:-.. ~~·~. ~ .. ........ . 
Has any method of propulsion obvious? .. . • . ~9 .... ......... . 

Describe any sound heard, including changes in pitch and 

i ntensity •....•.... •. .. N~ ................ ...... . ..... .. . 
What 1·ras the maY..imum and minimum angle of elevation (o!:' 

. . . . ....... )?~~ .:;> 350 he~ght , ~f an est~mate can be Jus .. ~f~ed .• .. C" •••• • •• • •••• 

\~hat was the maY.imu:n and minimum angular velocity (or 

speed , if ~~ estimate can be justifie1)? If necessa.ry , 

compare \·lith the mov emE>.nt o f familiar objects at stated 

dis t ances .. . Y~ . .. ~- ... .. ................ . ·.· .. · · · · · · · 
Gi ve duration of any stationary phases .~~· · ····· 
Descri'Le any devia tions or manoeuvres Al~~~~{-'1 .. . l i!\ ( ,.. •• · · · 

Describe any trail of eY.haust , vapour or light seen . . ·.··· 

~.M .. i-r-~~·,·Fr fWf-l!-. &. ....... . 
\·fr.ere 11as object las-c observed: 

••• /?; 

EEBTRICTEl> 
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(a) l'e lative to y our s urroundings ... J-.H\J .•.• . .•. ••. . •..• 
(b) angle of elevation . .... . . .... .. . ~~

0 

•••••••• •• •••••• 

(c) co.upass angle bearing ... . .. .. . .• ... ! ..... ... ... ... . 
24 . Hhat \'la s the manner o f i-..s disappearance? . Y.~~ .. .. . 
25. Do you knm.,r of a ny asso ciated physical evidence ( .... ch a s 

fragment s, photograph s , scorchl~ , ground ~~~ r t a tions , 

residual magnetism or r a dioactivity etc) . -~0 ... ...... . . . 

. . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 
26. State any training wh ich enables observer to be 

reasonabl~ certain of his/her abilit y to e s t imate angles 

and angular velocity ...... • . tJH .. ...... .. ... .... ...... .. . 
27 . How many witness to the sighting? ... 1'\<?~~- .............. . 
28 . Do you kno,·l of '~itnesses to similar sightiiJ.gs in the 

area? ........ ~q . . . ......... .. ............ . ..... .... . ... . 

29 . tlhat natural phenomenon. (or phenomena) '~ould be nearest 

t o expl aining your observa tion? .... . N.0.'\~ • . ~~~~'! ..... ... . 
30. \olbat ;:,.re your main rea sons for excluding this explcwation':' 

•••••• • •••••• • • •••••• / • • •••••••••••••••••• 0 • ••••••••• 

31 . Please sketch the light/object with all details . If 

appropriate , sketch position a n d/or movement of object in 

relation t o your surroundings . Use back of form, if 

needed. 

~t(\ J~ ~ ,.,..,.d ~ 

~~r-~ 

l~l£ .. ,.\~ , -, ( ril3 
Date . ...... ... . .. . .. · • · · · · · 
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Part 2 - Unit Evaluation 

.fol lov:ing mil itar y aircraft vrere J.n the vicinit'J of 

;:; . The .following c:i vil aircra.ft were in t he vicim.ty of the 

reported UFO p0sition at the time : _ , ,~~ ~ · 
" -<. , ... 

A/C type ••••...•.•.•.• ( 1) ••••• • • • •. • ••• ~) ••••... ..•• •. ( 3) 
~\v 

Heading ......•. . .•. ...• T • ••• •• • •• Y~ ...... 'I' • .•••• •• ••• •• •• . T 

. q.:"t>e:> Height •..•.• . ...• • • , 000 f,b: .. . . .... . ... , 000 ft • . • ......• , ooc 
~~ .ft 

Speed .• .•.••.• ~. - ~1::} ••• K •••.••.•.•.•••.•. K • • • •••••••• ••••• K 

ATD/ATC ••.•..• .. ... • . :tlrs . •.••..••••.•.• hrs • ...........• hrs 

~ Give location of nearest ATD or ATA . 

34. Obsei7er ' s Location: Latitude;2.7.
0

• ?.1.' . ~ . Longitude .l~~-
0

. <?9.~ . 
35. Give bearing and elevation of any planets and major 

stars that -v1ere in that portion of the sky at that time . 

By day, give location of Venus only . J.OJ>J:1.~~ - ..41)1~ .• M~~ - -

.'f.J~R..~ .. f>pJ.H .. . I:~ .. !r;l •• ~'f~~."! •. ~~'/ ....... • ........... ' 
36 . A metecrological ball on was released from • . JJ.~T . . ~I.:~~ 

at . !.lN.1\L:- •• z0J~;J .. .... ....... \-Ieight ............... gm 

Radio- sonde*"' /radar : Candle"* /oattery* • ( • delete as 

required) 

General wind profile .•••..•..• . •.•...•.. •. • ••. • · • · · · • · · · · • 

r'.aximum height t racked ....•.•.. . . ... ,000 ft at .....••. • .. z 
\-las it kno\·m to haye b ur s t? ... ... .... . .. .. ...... · .. • · • · · .. 

.. . . . / 5. 

RESTRICTED 
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The fJrst significant temr1erat Jre inve.t·~:iou ·.-1a.s of 

. . .. • . . .• °C at .••• .. . ...• ft, measured at . . . . .. . . . . ... z hrs 

i'roo • ...• . ... . .... . ... . · . . . . . . . .. ...... station. 

ja. An:r ren...,..tlc.., on satellites, rockets, research bnlloonr, 

collll:let~, meteori ~ es <>tc r·ele· a- o the si~bting .. . .. . . 

-~A1~.-r .. ~A1 . . ~~!) •• ~97: AV!r) ~~~ • • •••• •••••• •. •• • ••• • •• 

39. vlhen an aircraf1; is a possible ide:r-tification, include 

radar trace if available, and ascertain 't.'hich of the 

aircraft lights v:e:ce operating .-~· ... . .. .• .. . •.. •• •. . 

. . .. . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
'+0 . Tbe cause (or likely cause) of the Bightiue; ~~ /caunot" 

be determined. 

41 . The object reported pPel.la'Bly \la~*/may have been' (deletl" 

as required) 

... .. ...... . 4 .. J!..\1!~~\l; •. 1J~'-!-.. #.~ . A'f ~~ -~~~- .. ... . . 
t~b~ ~ ~4t ~~ ~~ d~ w 
bGA ~ do ~ ./wf~ .tJu;\ . fl5 ~ ~"-' 

.wM b-&k.u~ ~V..I.'V ~ 4~ OJ,I.I').. ()..tv ~ 
O.Nhv i f>~OJ\J, A ~dw ~ ~ ~~ 
~ct i ~ 1 .w<~ ~~ J.Avt lJwv ~ 
~0 .tM ~ ~ Irft ikJuf ~ ~~ 
J .. W'~ ~L . 

. . . . . . . . . . J -~ ~-~ ... ... ... . . . . .. . (Unit,) ... ~-.-r: ~~ !~9.~ . .. (Narte) 

. . . . . . . . !~ . A ~f? .1. 3. . . . . . . . .. .. .. ( Da t e ) • • • • f }-, ~- .. QfJ: : ... ( Ha n1. ) 

RES"'RIC':.'ED 
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P.ES'l'RICTED 

REPO:RT O!T UFO SIGRl'DlG 

AT \ffi"Nti.: .dOI',:l, il.LD OF 11TH APRIL 1173 

1 An investigation into the reported sightin.s of lln unidentified fly. 
object 11e.s conducted by Flyinc Officer P . T. Davison, PJ,.J,:F Base , Acberley, l.ll& 

2• Ur.:: HarJ:inson reported the si-;hting to 82 llir..c Intel Section at 1500 on 
11th April 1973· An intervieu r.as ar:mn.sed for 1100 the follo:rinc; dcy. In the 
oui~~on o: the investi~ting officer the observer, epproxicate ago sLxty years, 
3.ppeared to be a sound, r.:.tione.l person, not subject to 1?..'1 e;;ageratcd icugination. 

3. '£he um.4sual yelping of her dn • aJa;::e•-;.ed :l.~r:; F.a."l!..'irwon at approxim::ltely 
0130 or.. 11th April 1973 · As she co\-ed thrOllgh the houz~ she observed c briGht light 
shlnir..g throueh the SU.'U'OOCI windorr. The light appeared to be over the other oido 
of the :Brisbane River, bearinc; m:w approxi~tely three miles :;!r.cy. 

4· l!rs :bnkinson described Trhat she saw a.s a blac1: and silver s..,innine top 
vtith red end ~en li(;hts ncar the to-p and a ' J:ire coloured' exha.uct . The object 
hovered nomentllril;r bc.:.'ore nyln(,; a;?a;y '.;o the north, climbiJl6 at an a.nsle of forl'J 
five deGrees. 

5. Tho object reportedly left an exhaust tre.il similar to a ra i.nbow but 
ouch more intense. This exhaust 'trail took some minutes to dissipate . 

6 . The path of the UFO 7tOuld be consister-t with tllat of an aircraft 
depr>.rl:in,s !:agle Fa:nn air;ort but DCA had no flights at this tirne . There .1a.s a 
depart=e at 0330 but Mrs Hankinson is sure that her :::ightine; wo.s around 0130. 

7• During the interview Uxs HarY.inson stated that she had seen the obJect 
once before . One after::.oon, a:lpro::..-i.catel~· one month ago, she saw the UFO hovering 
in the scoe pos1.tion as the latest si&Qting . It then flew a~ay on a similar 
flieht path . On this occasion the ey..ha.ust t:ra.il »as evident for some hours after 
the de,a=ture of the UFO . 



~4f:!!~#~ rA% .i'Pa:.6'a'H/c..V 
i;<r.!J 
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Mrs Bobbermien, 
296 .ales Platting Foad, 
ROCHED&L£ QLD 412} 

Dear Mrs Bobbermien, 

with reference to your report of an unusual aerial sighting 
on 7th April 1973, the investigating team has determined that the 
most probable cause of the sighting was a phenomenon known as •Ball 
Lightning', or ' Kugelblitz ' . 

ro explain the pheno•.enon, tl.e following detail has been 
extracted f rom the Raport oo t1P Scien~~fie utudy of Jnid~ntified 
Flying Objects , e&rried out in the U. S .. \ . by Dr Edward Condon, for 
t he U.S . . \ir Force: 

•AmonJ the moat ~sterl~~ man1fe s!ations of 
atmospheric electricity is the pheoo~enon or 
ball lightning, or Kugelblitz. A glowing ball 
either ( 1) appears afte:r a cloud to ground 
lightning !'la8h and <:"e'!llli!lS near the ground, 
or (2) is first seen in midair, descending from 
a cloud, or arising from no obvious c~uso , tbere­
af,ler remaining aloft unt.il it vanishes. Some 
85"' of o~servers agree that the size and brightness 
of t he ball remains roughly constant throughout 
the period of sighting and that no changes occur , 
even i mmediately pr ior to its dieappeararce. A 
minority report brightening and colour changes. 
The colours red, orange and yellov are most 
common, but most other colours are seen occasionally. 
About }~J of observers detect internal motions or 
rotation of the ball itself, although this may depend 
on the distance from the ball of the observer. 
Several reports do indicate some guidance from 
telephone or power lines and by grounded objects. 

The description given is closely identifiable to the 
American observers' descriptions, and no other 'normal' theory 
investigated by the team was f easible . 

'w'e trust that this explanation is satisfactory, and 
thank you for your interest. 

Yours faithfUlly, 

ft :/ r--?~ 
(C. • .T. ODGERS) 
Directo~ of Public Relatione 
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RESTRJCTED 

RBPOR'l' OH LniUSUAL AERil<L SIGH'I'Jl'!G 

Part I - Reoo~ bv Observ~r 

(As a preliminary to completing this form, the 
obse1~er i s invited tc describe the sighting in 
his or her o,.;n manner, using either senaratc 
sheets or t he back of tr.is 1'orm. ) · 

/~ 

"" At>vt..T .. . . .. .... . 
Addre s s of Ob s erve r . • -~~-~ . . .. M '.L:~? ... ~L~!.f.ltJ.~ ... ~- .. ... . 
. . .................. . -~~~-~PMtf . . ...... . Pr.onP . .4-9.~~.2:~ .. . 

r ~OIJ~~WtFC:: 
Occupat1on of Obs er\ e r . .••...........•......... . ••. ......... 

Date and time of start of observation.?~~- J~J.~ . . 9.~~9. 
I t · · th d .... ? loo fo low cer a1n l.S e a~e .•• .. .• . •• ... •.• .......... . ....... 

How accurate if the time of start? .. ,;-.. $.~ ."1;!'~ ..•. .. . . .• 

Duration of observation • • .... •• A.f~ .. J ~~- ........ .. ... . 
How accurate is your esti.mate? .• . . ;i: ... \. Jl'i..n ...••....•••• 

Observer's location at time of sighting . )r:-J ... ~~. Af; .. 
-~ . -~- .k.'~-· - .. ... ..... .... ........ ........ ........ . 

Ho\·1 familiar is observer with this locali y? .•.... .... .. . 

. . . . . . . . . . t9.-s ~- .. ~~-. :--.. -'~ ~~ -~~ 
7. Heather conditions at time of obse r vation ... ~-f!l..\ .5 • .'b~~l.f. .... 

--~--~~-+---:"--~ -~--~--~' ·· · ·· · 
8 . Describe any aids/equipment used in the observation . ..•.• • . • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~?-#-~ ... 0. ~ •.• . • ..•.•. . ..•.. . •• . .. •••.• 
9 . \ofaerc "1as object first obser·ved: 

( ) R 1 t . di Nt: a e n. ·J.ve to your surroun ngs ......... . ............. . . 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 

. 15° --t- 5° angJ.e of elevat1on • .. .. . . . . ..... ':" ..... . . . .. ...•...... . 
NC. ..... to• 

compass angle be::tring .•....... . .•. ... .. --: •.. . . ... . - .. · · 

ho·,1 accur ate a r e these e !'ltimates .. ..... ... ...... · · · · · · 

10. 1·oat x·:·s- ... • t-racte d obs erver's a t ... .-nti-,n? ................. . 

. . ~a'!.~~--~- --~ .. -~~ -~-~ ..... ..... --.- .. . 

RJ:STRICTED 
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14. 

15. 

16 . 

17. 

18 . 
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If there was more t han one l ight/ object : 

(a) 

(b) 

how many l·ie r e there? . ... . .. ... . . .•.. • ~ . · . . .... .. •.• . 

in t,.:hat f ormati on ;-;ere the:v? .. . /. 
" .. -~ ·~· ~";:..: .. 

\/bat ~~as the colour of t he light or €1 ...... P8 " · ~w ""' ~ C • • r•··d • • •_ A . r"'~ 
Hhat was t h e br~ghtness ? (compare \nth full moon o r 

common light sour ce at a s .... a-eu. .... _s _ ·e , f . t; . o~r' i 13r;­

street lit;ht a t 100 yards) .V~--~· .-.~~~. Jn .. 
\·.'he.t was t h e apparent size at n eares. ap , ·oacr. : ~' 
(a) relative t o Venu s or MooD .. ~.~· · · · ····· · · · · 
(b) relative dimensions i n i nches a t ar~ ' s l e ngth 

(about 20 inches from the eyes ) .~~ . . . ~k . ..C:J~ .. 
-~- .NW.s .. ~~-·- . . . ... .. ... .... . . ... ... . . . . . .. . 

\.Jhat v1ere the bearing and elevation an gles at nearest 

approach and how were these values asse ssed? .• 0.90: .. ... . . 
. . . . l.q .-.r?." .... . -~ p~ 'f~l~~ .. • ........ . •...... . ... . .. .. 

Was any method of propulsio n oovious? • ..• . ~~ .••..... . .. . •• 

Describe a~y sound heard , including changes in pitch and 

intensity . .• ~. ·1· . tM>~. -~· ·· ...... .. ... .. .. . 
Hhat 1·1as the maximum and minimum angle of elevadon (o.· 

height , if an estimate can be justified)? .. ~-~· · 
Hb&.t was the maximum and minimum angular velocity (or 

speed , if an estimate can be justified)? If necessary, 

c ompare 1-:itb the movement of familiar objects at stated 

d:i.stances ...• ~f.'rl· .. ~. :- .1.'? . -~· ... . .. .. ...... · · · · · · · · · 

20 . Give duration of any sta tionary phases .~-~~ 
21 . Descri be any devi ations or manoeuvre s • • . -~ . -~ · · 
22. Describe any trail of exhaust, vapour or light seen . • .•.. • 

- ~~.~-~».~ .. -: .. ~.~-~·· ·· ·· · · · ··· ·· 
Where ,.,as ct j ect last obse r vcu.: 

... / 3 
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(h) 

(c) 
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relative to your surrou.ndings .Q~~~-~~~ 
(oo 

angle of elevation . . . ... . ... ............ ........ . . . 

compass ar;gle bearing .... . . ~9~ ..... . . ....... . . .... . 
24 . Hhat \·las the manner of its disappearancL" . e-y,e~ .J..itQ . ... 
25. Do you kn0\'1 of any associated physical cv~a"ncc ( s ... ch as 

fragments, photographs, scorching, ground 1 r ] ·1 .... ations, 

residual magnetism or radioactivity etc) •.. . ~9~ .... . . .. . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 
26. State any training which enables observer to be 

reasonably certain of his/her ability to estimate angleB 

and angular vel ocity . . . . .. •... • ~~~ ... ... . . ..• . . . . . . . . .. 

27 . Hov,r many wi t,ness to the sighting? ... . ~q ..... . . . . . .... . . . . 

28. Do you know of witnesses to similar sightings in the 

area? • • . .. . . .N. <? •• • •.••• • . . .••• • • •• • • •• • . •••••••••• • • • • ••• 

29. \.Jhat natqral pherromenon (or phenomena) would te nea.,..est 

to explaining your observation? . . N.Q . .. ~. ~~ 
)0 . \-/hat are your n:ai~ reasons for excluding ;.his explanation? 

31 . Plea3e sketch the light/object with all details . If 

appx·opriatt, s:i<etch position and/or movement of object in 

relation to your surroundings . Use back of form, if 

n eeded. 

Sj gr...atur~ . £. ... f3. ?i/.~ . ·. 



32-

33-

34-

35-
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Pa.rt 2 - Unit Eval uat.ion 

Tb e fol lo~line; militar y a ircraft v1ere i;y~e ... ~~cin' 
the reported UFO posi t i on a~ the tim~: ~ 

~IV 
A/C type ... ..• •.•.•••• ( 1) ...•......... ~ ( 2) ....•... • ... (3) 

Heading .... • ..• .....•.. T • . .• •.... · y_t1.... ...••... •..•..•..• • T 

Height •.... ••..... ... ,000 ft .•. U~~/ .. ~ . ,000 Ft .. ...• ,OOOft 
~ 

Speed ..•..••.....•.• ••. K •• ••• ~-. ·r ..... . K ••.•. . ..... . .•. K 

~"' ATD/A~A • .. . •.• • • · · • • • • • ·0~·· ........... hrs •.. .. .•...• hrs 

The following civil aircraft were in t he v icin!.l;y of the 

reported UFO positio~~t e time: 

A/C type • .•..•• i\~\ . ~) ... .. ..... : .... ( 2 ) ••.. .... .... • (3) 

Heading •.. .• :.,..~v'.

7
.. . ~ .T •..•.••••.... . • .. T ..•...••....•... T 

Height • . . •.. ~ - •.•• , 000 ft • .. ..•.•.•.•• ,000 ft, •• • •..•.•.. 001..""' 

speea •. -~~ .•• /. .•. .•• . • K •• • •.•••.••••.... K ...... .. . . .... ~ ~i 
/ 

ljlf'D/ATA • .• / • . .•. •..•.• hrs •. .• • .. .•.•.•• . hrs ..•.••....... hrs 

• Give location of nearest ATD or ATA . 

· ?.7"3~ 1 S ,.·+ /-:.. 3 06E Observer ' s Loca~ion : Latltude~ • ..• • r . .. Lonu~wude • . •..• . . . • 

Give bearing and ele;ation of any planets and major 

stars that were in that port ion of the sky at that t~me. 

By day, give location of Venus only . • JVP.t.l:~~ ... t. ... M~~- . 
. ~9~ ... t~ . . . ~n ~! ~~ .. . ~~ '/. .. ... ....... ... ....... . . . .. . .. . . 

36. A meteorological ball on \•las releas~/rroru •••.. ~ (."." . •.• .• •• 

at • • ••.•.•• z Colour . . • ..•.. •• ~eight ••••. • . • • ... •.. gm 

Radio-sonde*•/radar: Cand~~/battcrY.~~c·~delete as 

req_uired) / / / 

General v1ind profi'l e .\~- ... ::--· ....... ...... · · · . · · · · · · · · · · · · 
f1aximum height tra~ed/ - ~ ~ -····· · · ·000 fl. at ......... .. Z 

vias .i. t,.....known to ha...a'b\ArGt ? ••• • ••.•• .. • · · · · • • · • • · · · · • · • · · • 

..... / 5-
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37. ::I'be .first signi!'icar:t temperatuC'e inv<::J.'sion wa.:;; of 

••••••••• 
0

G at ... . . .. .... f't;, measured at ........ . .... z hr~ 
fron. .•..•... • ... · · •. • ....•....•.. . ....• statio!:!. 

)8 . Any remarks on satellites, rockets, recearch balloon=, 

commets, meteorites e~c . rele"ant to the .;ighting .lt\J~~f. 

~1H~:-·.~~ . 6v~t:~'~ . . t-)~1 .~'/~t.l..~. ·. r .. .... ... ....... . ..... . 
.79 . \-.'hen an aircraft is a possible identifies-cion, include 

radar tr·ace if available, and ascertain which of the 

aircr·aft lights \Hlre operating •..•... .. .• .. ..•...• .... . .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ) ...... . 
LJ.Q . The cause (or likely cause) of the sighting can l/cannot* 

be determined. 

41 . The obj~:ct reported probably ~/may have been" (delete 

as required) 

... .... . e~?~7 · - ~~ -~· · 1 ··~--~·- ·· 
F ~ ~ .-- ().All JoWut ir.. ~ 

0.,\LCV ~ MM ~~R.MitN ~ ~ . 

. . . . . . ~. ~~:-! ..... !~:T~.L:-....... (Unit) .. ~:~ . .PA~I~QN .. . (Nam:;) 

.. . .... 1.~ . . 1\J>.f? . ] ? ....... .. . . .. (Date) ..•. f .LJ? .... Q f f. ... (Rank.) 

RFSTRIC·ED 
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REPOffi' 01' t.lFO SIGBTillG 

AT ROCHEDALE 0J,.D Oli ?'Pi AP!'.IL 1973 

1. An investigation into the reported sightir~ ~:as conducted by Flying 
C!ficer P. T. Davison, RAAr Base , Acberley. 

2 . Lirs Bobberoien reported the s~ghti.r.,; to 82 Win£: Intel Section on 11th 
April 1973. An interview l7as a.r::-anged !or 0930 the follorrir.,s dey . In the 
opinion o_' the investigating officer :'rs 3o:.bermien qas a sound, ratior.al person, 
not ~ubjcct to an a~serated icatination. 

3 . On the mornir~ of 7th :..pril 1973 she 11as awal:ened by the unusual yclpine 
of her dog t.nd n 3ound described as a "click click" sou.'ld. 'l'he time was anprox­
icatcly 0330. The noise rras si::lilar to the on/off suitchin{; of electric povtcr. 
She observed e liGht shining into her bedroom and went to the window to investisate . 
She saw a blue, oval sha~ed light near the read at the front of the hou~c . The 
light illumi~ted the surroundint; a=ca. 

4• '~he liGht was oboerved to move sl0\7ly alone the road l.n an ESE direction, 
e.ccompa.niod by the clicking sound . The observed licht ::::1017ly disap,Pcared over the 
top of the slic;ht hill appro;~imately 200 metres E of tiro :Bobbcrmien' s loc«tion. 

5. In the investigating officer' s opinion the light could have been some fol'!II 
o: electricity movi~ along the power lines adjacent to t .e road . The orientation ...., 
of the p0110r lines ;1ould be consistent to the reported -path of the lic;ht . A 
search was made for acy transformers in the immediate area but to no avail. He"-vy 
duty porrer lines, part of the SZ:.. grid syste:n, are located approxioately 1000 
cet:-es west of 1:rs Bobbermien' s house . 



---~ 
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580/1/1 Pt21 (15!) 

Mr C. Howells, 
7 Parsons Street, 
Fannie Bay , 
DARWIN , NT 5700 

Dear Sir, 

With reference to your r eport of an unusual aerial 
sighting on 4th April 197~, it has been determined that t he 
111ost probable cause of the sighting was reflecti on from 
telephone/ power line insulators. 

The reasons for this determination are~ 

a . the object was always to the left and 
forward of t he car1 

b. the object could not be seen when the 
lights of the vehicle failed; and, 

c. it is known from reliable people that 
insulators &long the Stuart Highway give 
intense green and red reflections from 
vehicles headlights. 

Although in the investisating officer's report it wae 
stated that no apparent fault was evident in the electrical 
wiring of the motor vehicle, t he particular model vehicle is 
fitted with a circuit b1~aker in the headlight wiring ayste~. 

This circuit breaker protects the electrical system automatically 
in the event of electrical overload or short circuit . When the 
circuit breaker actuates, the circuit is opened and lights extinguish 
until sufficient cooling occurs for t he circuit breaker to reset and 
again close the circuit . 'l'his circuit breaker actuation would be 
responsible for the ' clicking' noises beard. 

We trust that this explanation is satisfactory and thank 
you for your interest. 

Yours faithfully, 

.~~~ 
(G.J . ODGERS) 
Director of Public Relations 
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ROYAl AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 

TEtEPHQNE, DARWIN 89 9911 
Beadquar ter 8 \) 1\~ I 
RAAF Base 
DARWIN NT 5793 

13th April 1973 

rartment of Air (Attention• ru.FI) ./ 

For Inforlll.'ltion 

Headquarters Operational Command 

INVESTIGATION OF UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTL~G 

Enolosed is a report of an unusual sighting in the 
Northern Terri tory on the night o1' 3rd April 1973 . 

-$~~~ 
(L.E. srA~TON) 
Squadron Leader 
For Officer T/Commanding 

Enclosure a Part I and II Sighting Report (5 pages) 

/ 
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1 . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

RESTRIC'l'ED 

REFORT 011 UITUSU.AL AERIAL SIGHTING 

~t I - Re~ort by Observer 

(As a preliminary to coo?leting this form, the observer 
is invited to describe the sighting in hie or her own 
manne::, us...r.,s either se:;:srate sbeets or the back of 
this form. ) 

MR G. BOIELLS 
name of observer . ...... .. . . ......... .. . ... . ....... A8e •. ~~ ...... .. 

Addreso of observer .. . 7. P.lRSDMS .sTRBi:f • • J'.All)lU:. BA,y. • DAB1UN •• NT· 6q90 

. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · . . . .......•. Phone . .Sl8Sl'J ..••.• . , , 

Occupation of observer ...• ~!-!-~ ........... ......... ........ ... , . 
Date and time of st=t o£ obs!'lrvation .. .'!~.~!l~~ . . 1.9.7.3 • •• ~9~. h?$) TO 

Row certa in is the date? . . ... ~~NIT'K··· · · ·· · ······· ·· ·· · ····~~~~ AM 

How accurate is the time of start ... ~~~~ ...... ..... .•..•... . . 

Duration or observation. 

How accurate is your estimate? . ~.~~~.~~.~ . .Q.U~~.~~~g,, 

Observer's location at time of sighting ..... ~~~ .. 1.1.~ .~~ -~~~. 9F 
DARWIN OJil SlOAR.'l' HIGHWAY IIE.AJ)ING TOWARDS DARWIN 

. .. ..... . ........................ 0 ......... . ..... .. .. . . . ...... .. .. ... ... . 

How familiar is obse:::ver with this locality? ... ~~~ .~~~ 
THIS AREA. .ABOUT 12 TIUES 

• • •••••••••••••••••••• • •• 0 ••• ••• ••••• •• •••• ' • •••••••••••••••••••• 

17esther conditions at tli;e o: observation ..•. ~:.!".~.~~~.~~ OF 

STiRS - NO MOON. 
" •• • •••• • ••••••• • •••• • ••••• 0 ..... . .... . ........ .. 0 ••••• • ••••••••••••• 

Describe any aids/equi]ment used in the observation •... .• .. . ....... 

lflL USED 
I " • • e • • • " e ... f e ... e • " • a • *" ". e •• • t *. e • -<II • e • • • <I' . .. " • • " •• e " • " • I I " " I I I eo I I . 

9. Where was object first observed: 

10 . 

11. 

(a) Relative to your surroundings ..... ~. ~f .. C:'!l .. -: .~.~~~ 

• I I" e I I " " ••• "• e •• I • I I 1 1 • 1 1 1 1 e • • f 1 e • 1 1 1 • • 0 " " e 1 1 • 1 a 0 0 " e. 1 1 I e" I • I 

(b) angle of elev~tion ... ~.~ .~~ .J?~~~. :". ~-,...0.~ .'t:~ .~~ ..... 

(c) CODl!IS-SP: ~n:;lP l'earing . . .. ~~~ -~~~ ..... . ....•......... 

(d) how accurate c.re these estimates ... QQQJ). ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Uhat first attracted observer's attention? ... ~~~.~~~~.!~~ . .. 
DIFfERBNr COLOtJRS 

1 
• 

1 
"e 

1
" 

1 1 * 1 0 0 1 *I * I * I • I I I * • • I e ' • I e o o • 1 1 1 1 1 ._ e "1. "" 1 1 e e 1 " 1 • I. • • • I I I * I 0 .. 

If there was more than one light/object: 

(a) how many 11c::e there? ... ~~ . ~~. ~0'!'~~ ............. ....... .. 

(b) in what formation qere they? .... .. ..... .. . ..... .. ....... .. ... . 
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13• What was the bright:r.ess? (compare with full moon or cocmon light 

source at a stated distance, e.g. ordinary stxeet light at 100 

yards) .•. . ~ · ~~~~ · · · · • • · · · · · · · · • · · • · · · · · • · · · · . . · . . . .• .. • .. . . .• .• . 

14. What was the apparent size at nearest approach: 

(a) 

(b) 

. , W ill BIGGER THAN VENUS - NOT AS LARGE relat1.ve to Venus or !.loon ••• • ' .LS ' 'Mii: 'Jlt)lJJ(; •• , . , • • • ••••• • . . • • , , 

relative dimensions in inches at arm's length (about 20 inches 

from the eyes) ••• ~~~ .~.~~~ ..••.•.••••• . . • •. . •• • • • 

15. What were the bearing and elev- t i on angles at nearest approach and 

? LEF'l SIDE OF CAR ( CAR IIEA.DI NG TOWARDS how were these values assessed . ..... • •... . ..• • •••• . • • •.••••• , . • ..•. • • 

. ~Mt~I~) .. ~ .~~ • ~. ~~ !-'f'f!.•. -~~~. ~?~. ~ ... •. •. • ... • ... .. . • 
16 . Was ar.y method of propulsi on obviou-s? .. )lO ......... . .. .. .......... .. .. 

17. Describe any sound heard, including changes i n pitch and intensity 

CLICKING SOUND J.S LIGHTS ON CAR \I'EBE SWITCHED ON AND OFF - BY TilE UFO 
•• t o t 0 o t 0 t I I 0 o t t t 0 t 0 o t o 0 o • 0 o o .. t t t 0 t t t o o 0 t t t t 0 t e 0 t 0 o 0 0 't 0 ' t t e '. t.' t e 10 

18 . What \'TaB the maximum and minimuma.ngle of elevation ( or height , if 

t · t b · t if· d)? GENERALLY, SAME LEVEL an es .lJna. e Call e JUS ~e . . . .... .. .. . ... . . . ....... .. .... . ....... . 

17hat was the ce.:~m.un and mirJ.!::".l!ll angular velocity {or speed, if an 

estimate can be justif'ied)? If necessary, compare with the move­

mo3nt of familiar objects at stated distances .... ~.~.!~~.~ .-: .. 
66 lllPil TO 5 MPH ... .. ... ... .......... .... ........ .... .. ............... ..... ..... ...... 
r.·,,., " t· ,..,. ... t· _ ha ALOMOST ONE KINUTE- JJIOUl' SU TDIES • 
. 1 ·..a.ura ~on ..,.,. ""~" ..., to;J , ol"'ta.rY" p ses. • . . . . ............ .. ......... . . 

Describe a:ny deviations or manoeuvre s • • • . ~.~~ . •. • . • •.. .••• .. ••. • •• •• • 

D ·' t . il f -'"- t . t NIL V A.POUR escr1 e any r.::. o e""""ua , vapour or l1gh seen • ...• •. . • . • • • . • ... 

. :wAI!I,J; .Qm~. $iAO~ .... . .... . . .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. . ........ .. . ... .. .. .. 

23 . \There ~rae objoct lo.st observed: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

relative to your e~ro~~dL~gP SEEMED TO DI SAPPEAR .u!OVE 

angle of elevntion . ..• . . .. .. ~- . . . . . . • .•• •. • . • . ••. . . ... • • •. • ••. . 

ot)~es -'"lcl e be:u-:ing. . .. • • :-.. .. ... .••... • • . ... . ... •.• ... ... •.. 

24. i'lhat nas the maru'.er of its desa;ppearance? • . . GLO'I'. DI SSI..EI.'l!ED •• •• • • • • • 

25. Do you knon of any associated J~Sical evidence (such as fragments, 

photographs, scorching, ground indentations , residual magnetism or 

or radioactivity etc) • • 9~. ~.I.!J.II.'f.~ .~. ~ . .'.0!'!_'. ~~. ~?~~ .~~G 

.~SbiTR.UCOW:rJ'JI. •• ••• ~lQJft~ . ~ • . o~ .A,T, -~~ J.~b~..,!.f'!. ~~~~. ON 
GH'l ST.RETCHES . LI GHTS NOT CONmu D I JJJuY.a:.n• 

m::STRTCT!ID 
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26 . State any training which enables observer to be reasonably certain 

of his/her ability to est:bate angles and 2.llo'"lllar velocity. ~~ .. .. . 

. ...... ..... .. .. . ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . .... ... . . .. .... ... . ... .. ..... .. 
21 . Hotv many tvi tness to t!le sig.l)tin5? . . .. N.IL. . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . •• . .. .... .. 

28. Do you lmotv of wi tnessea to siLrilar sightings in the area? . . . • . 5~ . • • 

..... . ...... . . ... . ........ .. .. . . . ..... . . . . . ...... .. .......... .. .. . .. . ..... . 

29· \That natural phenomenon (or phenomena) would be nearest to explaining 

your observation? ........• ~~~ .• . ...• • . .. .. .....•..•. • ..••.•• . •.....• 

30. What are your main rev.sons for excluding this explanation? ..• , .. • •. , 

NEYER ENCOUNTERED ANYTHING SDIILAR .. ....... ................................ ..... .. ....... .. ........ ........ 
31. Please sketch t he li~Jt/object witb all details . If appropriate, 

sketch position and/or movement of object in relation to your sur-

r oundings . Use beck of form, if needed. 

Signature .•. :1': .. htrr.r.~~ .... ...... ...... . Date . ?f:' ... --. .. . y. .. :-. .. "'JS . 

!tDSTRICTED 
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Part 2 - Unit Evaluation 

32. The follCY:ing oilitr>.ry aircraft were in the vicinity of the reported 

UFO position at the t~e. 

A/C type . · .~~. · · · · · · · · · · • · (1) · · · · · · · · · · · · · . · · · (2) ......... .. • . . . (3) 

Heading .. .. ......•. . ·. . · . . T •• .• • •••• .•••• • •• • T ••• • • ••• ••.••• ••. T 

Height ....... .. . .. ...... ,000 ft . . .. ... . .... , 000 ft .. ... ..... . ,000 rt 

Speed •••• • • •• • • ••• • •• • .•••••• K ••.•• • • • •••• •••• .•• K ••• ••• • •••• ••• ••• K 

A'JD/ A'JA*. • • • • • • . . • • • • ••• • • • hrs .. . . . . . . • . ... . . hrs . . ... . ..... . . . •. hrs 

33 . The following civil aircraft were in the vicinity of the reported UFO 

34. 

35 . 

position at the time: 

NIL 
A./C •...... •••..•..... . .•.•.• (1) • . .....•.•.. • . • • . (2) •••..... ..•. . .. (3) 

Heading .. . ..... . .. . .. . ..... . T • •• •• . •• •• •.. ••.••. T . . . • .• . • • •. •• ••.•• T 

Height .............• . ..•.. , 000 ft . . . . . .... . ... , 000 ft .. .. ... . ••. , 000 ft 

Speed •• • •••••••• • .••••••••••• K ••• •• • • •••. • ••••.•• K • . •..•••••• • •• • • • • K 

KID/ A'J.i* • .• • ..•••. • . • •••.. • •• hrs . . .... .. . .. . •.. . hrs . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . hrs 

* Give location of nearest f~ or ATa. 

Ob ~ lOP t· 1 t·t d lS..35S ~ 't d le51:. 26E servers oca 1on; ~ 1 u e . .... . .... • •.. Jong1 ~e . . ..... . . . .. . ..• 

Give bearing and elev~tion n£ a~ planets and major stars that were 

in that porti on of tee sky at that time . By day, give location of 

NIL AT THIS TIME Venus only .... . .. . .. . .. . .... . . . ... . .... .• . . . . . . ... . ...... .. . . .. .. .. . 

... .. . ... .. ... .. ... ... ·· ···· ... .... .... .. . .. .. .... ....... ........ ... . 
36. A meteorologic;:\]. balloon was rel eased f r om .. ~"'.'-!!~ . lt.'f<l.'tl.~T. ... 

at • •. .t!."l? .! !. ~tJ. f. .. .. . Z Col our • ... .. ... -:':". .. . . Weight ..... -:-: ...•• gm 

Radio-sonde**/radar** Candle**/OatterY** (**delete as required) 

General wind profile ... . )!.o/t(lt ... . ¥..~~ T.: ...... ...... .... ... . . 

lkxirm.un ~ tracl;ed ... fJ: { .. 1'f 1\.(11) .. • , ~ at . . . . . . . .. .. .. ... Z 

Was it known to have burst? .. . .. y. h:::=:-s ........ . ....... . 

37. The first signific~nt tem~r~ture inversion was of .... ~ . . .. • . . °C at 

· .... · ....... :.: .. . f't, measr ed at . .. . . ... ... . .. . Z hrs from . .. ..... . 

· · ... ... .. .. . . . .... .... . . Station. 

38. A1zy remarks on satellites, rocke-ts, research balloons, commets, 

meteorites etc . ~elev~t to the sighting ... MO.~~.AT .TBis. riMB 

RrS'i'JUCTED 
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\Then an aircraft is a :-oossible i dentif'ication, include radar trace 

i f available , and asoert~i.n which of the ~irora.ft lights 1"7ere 

operatir.g . . . . ....... . . . • "':" ... . .•. • ... . .. • .. • . . .. . . • .......•.•.. . ....•. 

.. . .... .. . . .. .. .. .. . ... .. ..... ... .. .. ···· ··· .. 
40. The cause (or likely cause) of the si.;:-.ting can~/c£iiH.. be deter-

mined. 

41. The object rer-or•ed X""'tihlfU*/may have been* (delete as required) 

.. . ~9!!9!f$. nt9~ . . ~~~/.~. ~-~~ .~.~~!~~ .... ... ... ..... . 
1. MR HOWELLS IUD .llJPARTED BAUIILI, A. STA.TION ABOUT 50 UILES SOUTH 
OF nrBERINE (21.9 ROJ.D ~ SOUTH OF DARWIN), A:r J.l'PROX 9 PM OF THE NIGHT OF 
3/4 APRIL 1973. BE STOPPED FOR A. SHORT "WHILE J.T KATHERINE AND THEN DROVE TO 
DARWIN. HE WAS DRIVING J. 1981 Fll HOLDEN STATION SEDAN. AFTER INTERVIEWING 

MR HOWELIIS THE REJ.SONSFOR THE STATEMENT IN PAJU. 41 AREa 

A.. THE OILJ'ECT WAS ALWA.YS TO THE LEFT AND SLIGHTLY FORWARD OF THE CAR. ....., 

B. THE OSJECT COULD NOT BE.\LLY BE SEEN WHEN THE LIGHTS OF THE 

'VEB I CLE F J.I LED. 

C. HIS REASON FOR SLOWING DOYN WAS BECAUSE OF THE LIGBl'S FAILING' 
AND NOT BECAUSE OF THE OR.JECT. 

D. TWO Ol'BER RELIABLE PEOPLE • BA.VE STATED TRAT INSULATORS 
ALONG THIS ROA.D 'l'BROW OUT GREEN AND RED REFLECTIONS FROK 
VBBICLE BRADLIGH'lS. 

2. THE TIME IS .APPRODllU'ELY ONLY AS 1IR HOWELLS DID NOT HAVE J. WATal. 
THE PLA.CE IS IDENTIFIED GNLY BI NOTING 1'HE Il.O KILE PEG SOWEllliE DURING 
OBSERVIJION OF THE O.IUECT. 

3. MR HOWELLS STOPPED THE FIRST VEHICLE HE l!Er COUlNG FROa.l DARWIN. 
UN'l'IL TillS TillE HE HAD THE O.IUECT ONDER OBSERVATION. THE DRJVF..(.oF THE OTHER 

VEHICLE IUD NOT NOI'ED J."JYTIUNG UNUSUAL. MR B01r.ELLS COMPLETED THE JOURNEY 
TO DARWIN WITHOUT FUitTHER SIGHTING 'l'BE OBJECT. 

4. MR HOWELLS IS J. SOBER T'YPE OF PERSON IIJT DOES BELIEVE IN UFO'S 
SO Uli LET HIS !WAGINAXION TAKE OVER AT TIMES. 

5. THERE WAS NO APPARENT FAULT IN THE ELEC'IJUCAL WIRING OF THE 
VEHIClE • 

• •••• ~~~~.D~~ ••••.••••••• •• • (Unit ~ ~i~ (" ) ...... ~-r:?'. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . u:uae 
lOTH I.PRIL 19'73 

. . • • • . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . .•. . .. . . . .•• . .•. (Date) .. <SQUADRON"·LEADEB. . .•••••.• (Rank) 

Til:S!'piCTED ---
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Dr C.!. Leeson, 
3 Miranda Avenue, 
LOCXLEYS SA 5032 

Dear Sir, 

with reference to your report of an unusual aerial 
sighting on 10th April 1973, it has been determined that the 
most probable cause wae apace debris re-entering Earth's 
atmosphere . 

Presently there are 2902 man made objects in 
apace, and debrie periodically burns up on re- entry to 
a. tmoaphere. 

From the description provided, t he duration of 
sighting and the incandescent trail supports the theory 
of re-entry. The ' tandem' formation described probably 
resulted from the breaking up of the decaying satellite 
component . 

We trust that this determination satisfactorily 
expl ains the phenomenon that you saw, and we thank you for 
your interest . 

Yours faithfully, 

(G.J. ODCERS) 
~irector of Public Relatione 



ROYAL AUSTRALIAN A IR FO RCE 

Adelaide 55 7000 

6/13/Air~ 

~ment of Air (Attention: D/D~I (IR)) 

For Information: 

Headquarters 
R.!JJ' Base 
EDD;BJRGB SA 5lll 

Hth April 1973 

Headquarters Operational Command (Attentionz CIO) 

tJNUSU.AL AERIAL Ptml'OllFMA 

1 . Enclosed is a report on an unusual aerial sighting on 
lOth April 1973· 

~ (B.G. KING) 
Flight Lieutenant 
for Officer Commanding 

J Enclosure: A. 1 report 

kJ 

r 

I 

I 



INTELLIGENCE - REPORT OF AIEUL OBJECT OBSERVED 

PART 1 - REPORT liT OBSERVER 

1. Name of observer ••••••••••••••••••.••• C..(;\ .... Age, ••••• , •• • ,, 

2. Address of observer • • ••••••• -. . '::/~ • • :' •••• ••• •..•• ~ • . f-•• -~ {1!'.,,, ,C(j 

........ .. .. ...... /!i.fl ... .. -~~~~~ ............... Phone • •• ~ .•.•• .--./. ••• 

J , 

5· 

Occupation of observer •. •. ..•... ~ ....... .... . ...... . ........ . . -t- •• ~ . 

Date and time of observation • . ~ ;:: . ~ .. ""; .-. •...... . . .. • i • •. • 1 ••• • 

Duration of observation,,,. : .,. 1:-z-• • ~ •••• ,, ••• , ~~ .~* :~ ~~ ... .-k.J 
6. Observers location at tice .. of ~s±shti..pg ... ~ . ~ • • ..-.1 •• C. •. • 1:('/,(. 

- -.() ....... .............. .. ...... .......... ..... .. ................... .. ... 
7. Weather conditions at tice of observation • •• •• • -:. ~ ••• ,., •••• ~ • .-: "1, 

........... # .. . .................................. . . .... .. ..... ... ........ . 

8. Describe any aids or equipment used in the observation, •• , ••••• 

~ , . . . . . . .. . ........ .... .. .. .... .............. .......................... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
9. Where was object first observed? {eg, overhead, coming from 

b hi d hill th b · ) fJ l /,; A 7 ~ e n a , over e on zon .... ...• •... .. •... . .•. . • . .•..• 

- • .11. /J ,¥ N J? v t ~ _, ;:: tv.- / c · 1 / r : ~ .r / . ., .. , .......... ; •.... ,; ... ....... ............ / .. ..... , ... .. ....... ..... . 
10. What first attracted observer's attention? (eg, light or 

noise ) • ...• . . ~ . ... . .... . . .. . .. W: ;-•• ~ •.• • -t • f. ':'~ ...• .. .•. . •..•••• 

·············· ······ ······· ································ ·· ·· ······· 

... /2 

I 
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11 . Did obj ect appear as a l ight or as a definite object ? 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I • • • ' • . .... • • • • '• • • • • • • • • .u.. • • • • • • • • • V' • • • 

............. ·'· .... .._.~ .... ... .... ..................... ........ . 
12. If there was more than one obj ect :-

1). 

14. 

(a) bow many were there ? ..• •• • • ~ ... ... . ...... . ... . , 

(b) in what formation were they ? • ••••• ~ •••• •. • ,.,, 

What was the colour of the light or object ? .. . ~ , ~ .' • .' .. 

What was its apparent shape ") I L (. . ................. .... .. .. . 
15. Was any detail of structure observable ? • •••• ~ •••••• •• . 

16. Was any method of propulsion obvious?,. ! • •••• • •••••••• 

17, Was there any sound ? , ••••••••• :'. :-' . •• • •••• •• . , • • .•..••. 

18. \That was its height? (or angle of elevation) •• , ';' ,, ... . 

19. What was its speed? ( or angular velocity ) ... :· ... ., .. .. 

20, Was the objeot stationary? , , •••.••••••••• •. .•••• • •••• • 

21 . ffuat was the direction of flight with reference to 
landmarks or points of the compass ? 

.,.._, -E ... .. ..... .. .................................................. 
22 . Did the object remain on a straight path, deviate, or 

manoeuvre at all ? 

;r .... ............ ~ ....... ... ........... ........ ............ .. . 
23, ~as any trail of exhaust, vapour, or light seen? •••• • • 

• •• • • • • • • • . • • • . . . t -~ •• :~ •• ~ ~. -.~:.) . •• -: •••• .1! . ~ !~ ~ . ••..•. . . . •. 

24. Where did object di-sappear ? ( eg in mid-air, behind a 
hill, over the horizo.n ? 

c;u"""- I~.Z. to .. ..... ...... ... .. .. .. ... ......... .. ........ ................. 

... /3 
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25. 
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Do you know of any physical evidence ? (such as 
fragments~ photographs, or other supporting 
evidence ) 

• c. .... .......... ... ... .... .. .. ................ ............ .. 
26. Have you observed any unusual phenomena 

pr eviously ? 

I, .............. .. .......................................... 
27. If so, give brief details of incident(s) ••••••••••• 

----------..................... ................ ..................... 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . . " ........................... ' .... . 
28. State any experience which enables observer to be 

reasonably certain about the answers given to 
18 and 19 . 

.. - - ~ _;J c_ -
••••••••••••••••••••••• • • •••••••• • • • ••••• •• i • ••••• • ••••••• 

29. Axe you a mEDber of any organization interested 
in aerial phenocona ? 

........................... . rl. ';' ..... ...... .... ....... .... . 
30. Name and address of organizati on ••••••••••••••••••• ----................................ ... ......... .... .. ........ 
31. Any additional infomation which relates to 

t he sighting. 

2 "'~ r--.c . 1 ~ ~ c' (. ,., ..... ( '- " - '- .. ~ ro- .._ .... -.-'.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... --. . . . . .............. ..-..... . . . . . . . . -~ 

d __. ~ -" · - 11t """ ~ F •t ,....._._ t- ,- c.. #o::J ...._ _ II .. .. v ....... .~ .. .. ..... .. ............... .... . > ••• • •• •••• ~ .z;: 

... .. ! :=' •• !' "!: :-; . ..••. t; . .... ' • ~ •••• -~#; :'; ....•..•. •.• ••... . •• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l ' .. ......... . 
. . . . . .; 0.! ?~ ... n-.'--~ 

nterviewer • 

... /4 
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Part 2 - Unit Evaluation 

32 . The following mililiary aircraft ware in the vicinity of 
the reported UFO position at the time: 

A/0 :ype •. ~ • · • · • · ( 'i) 

Heading •• : ••.• • .... • T 

Height :·····:·····OOOft 

Speed .•••••.•...•.•. K 

ATD/AT.\* •....•.. . . hrs 

• . • •••. • ••••••• ( 2) .. . . . . . 
.. ' • . . • " . • . • . • . • T 

.•. • . •••.•.•• OOOft 

••• • • • . • •• . • • ••• • K 

. ..... .. ...... . Ms 

• • .•••••••••••.•. • ( 3) 

••••••• • " ••••• • ••••• 'J: 

•• . •.•.•.•...••• OOOft 

•r ...... ... ........... -· 
· .. • . •. •.••..••.. . hrs 

33 . The following civil aircraft were in the vicinity of 
the reported UFO position at the time : 

HJl, 
A/C type • •••. •• .•. • ( 1) .•.••••••••••••• (2) 

. 
.. . •. . . ... •. . • .. . • ( 3) 

Headillg •• •. ••.•.... . T ...••••.•• , •• • .••• T . ..• ... • ...•. • . • • • • • T 
,. I, ' 

Height ••••• •••••. •• OOOft ••••••••••••• • OOOft • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ,QQ:t . . . 

Speed , ••••••.•.• •• • • K • . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . K ...... ..... ..... . ~ ... Tf 

.. 
ATD/ATA* • ••• •• • • • • hrs 

• i 

•• ••••••••• o • .., • hrs • • .•.• • .•.. •. .•... • hl ... s 

*Give location of nearest ATD or ATA . 

34 . Observer's Location: Latitude . }\•ft,:l~ • •••• Longi tude lJI:t•JOg 

35. Giva bearing and ele7ation of any planets and major sta·~ 
that were in that portion. of the sky at that tine . By day , giv.:: 
locat~on of Venus only ..... ~ . 'If(~ .. .. .. ,. ............ .. . ............ ,. . ~:~ 
............. ...... ..... .............. .... .... .... ... .... ...... . 
36. HonB .... "' .... . .... . ;. meteorological baloon was raleased from 

at Z colour Weight gm 

Radio~sonde **/radar ~~ Candle **/batt ery (** delete as required) 

General vvind profile .. . . 1!/.A. .... . .. ... . .... . .. . .. ... · •• · • • • • · • · ,.,. ·,., 

Minimum height tracked •. ~/.~ •• : . ~ . ~ .•••..• ooo ft at ::.:: •• : . ~·· ··~ 
N{A' • Was it known to have burst? . . o • •• , ••••• •••• ••••• •••• • ••••••••• ··a 

37 . The fir~t s~gnificant temperature inversion was of 

!1. . . 0 
• ,B J. ••• I • • c at . • . . . • . . . . • • . ft, measure-d at ....••.• • .... • • . . . ' ' . . . . . . . . . . . z llrs from , ... , ....• o . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • statior. . 
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38: - ;.ny rem-:;.rks on satellites , rockats , r0scarc:l balloon .. 
comets, met eorites otc releva.'lt to the sighting s ea Rema.rlCs .Below 

.. .. ...... ;t • • • ~ . 

39; When an aircraft i s a possible id~ntification~ il'lcl-...J'" 
rad3l' trac e if av-ailab:t_e , and .asc€rtain which of the aircnct't lig• 
were opera ting 'ff/A 

: • • •••• • •:• • •• ·•~·::·::o • •..,••••••••: •• ••••• • • •• • • • ,. 

. ... ... .. . .............. . . , • •• , . .. ... . . ...... . . ... . . . . . . . . ..... C!. t. • • 

40 . ~he cause (or likely cause) of the sightir~ c~'l*~r~~5 be determined. ' d* 

41 . . The object reported probably was* h!i9:1'1 clJ'ii.,,, ji:ty tilt (dele"tt 
as reqUlred~ 

• • •• P.~~ .!<aJiPll:i,tp..ael\O&i•t~ ~:pace. objact. , ••• • • .•••••. , . 

Hem arks 

1• Dr LFE30N reported t.b.a s ighting in the first inst~nce to the 
Duty Air '1'raffic Controlle r out or hours, and OIC UFO Inves-.igat1on 
followed up the sightin8 report later in the chv• 

2. I querieli. Dr LUSQ;''s estimate of one minute duration ot 
observation, in view of the angle o1' elevation and the apparent speed 
of the objects. He was prepared. to re-estimate the dtu"ation as a half­
minute. 

3· 'l'here is no authority in this State which s•uciies meteorite 

activity on a day- to-day basis; WRE Space Research Group and the 
University of Adelaide ' s Satellite Tracking Group devote their attention 
to satellite tracking, while the meteorological observatory is completely 
weather- oriented. The Astronomical Society of South Aus tralia was also 
not very helpful in tlus parhcular instance. 

4· WRE Space Research Group, which derives it s !n.l:'ormation from 
Goddard Space Centre USA, provided infe:rm.al;ion on s everal primary and 
secondary satellite-associated objects ~hich could have re-ent ered 
in this time-phase. Unfortunately, the result of such predictions mll 
not be known for some time, when Goddard issues its bamonthly report. 

~\
However, •he description provided by Dr LE!!SON !ends it, elf to re-entry 
of a space object; the "tandem" formation he describes couJ.d be as a 
resuJ.t of bre~up in the at mosphere of the dec~ing satellite component. 
This theory is also consistent with the duration of observation and the 
incandescent trail he mentions • 

• s Lr.i t . . 
.•• B~<t"e 

Fit Lt · · 
• • .. • • • • • • ••••••• ~ • -:. c: • , • • ' ~ .. , 

OIC UFO Investi gation 
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Mr J . Pilgrim, 
Springbrook Road, 
SPlU CBROOK, C:.LD 

Dear Sir, 

With reference to your report of an unusual sightill8 
of a light on 9th April 1973 , we regret that the investigating 
team ha~ been unable to conclusively determine the cauoe. 

A possible theoretical cause is a sighting of a 
phenomenon knovn as •Ball Lightning', or 'Kugelblitz •. To 
explain this phenomenon , the following detail has been extracted 
£com the Report on the Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying 
Objects , carried out in the U. :s .A. by Dr Edward Condon , for the 
U. S. Air Force: 

1 Amon.; the most mysterious manifestations of 
atmospheric electricity is the phenomenon of 
ball lightning, or Augelblitz . A glowi~ ball 
either (1) aprears after a cloud to ground 
lightning flash and remains near the ground, 
or ( 2) is first seen in !llidair, descending from 
a cloud, or arising froc no obvious cause , there­
after re~ng aloft until it vanishes . ..ome 
8~ of observers agree that t~e size and bright-
ness of the ball reirairu: roughly constant through-
out t!'le period of sighting and that no chat)8es 
occur, even immediately prior to its disap~earance . 

A m.nori~y report brightening and colour changes . 
The col ours red, orange and yellow are most common, 
but most other colours ar~ seen occasionally. About 
3~ of observer= detect internal motions or rotation 
of the ball i t£elf, although this lll8.3' depenu on the 
distance of the vbserver. Several reports do indicate 
some guidance from telephone or power lines and by 
grounded object~. 

For your information , of the 653 unusual aerial sightines 
reported to the RhAF to date, approximately 93~ have been logically 

/explained 



f 

determination 
d insufficient detail provided to enable 
causes, and 1% are uneJtplainable. 

Your report unfortun&tely muat be categorized ae 
unexplainable at this stage , and we thank you for your interest . 

Yours faithfUlly , 

/ 7" r-zer 
t ... ... . CJX;ERS) 
'Di.r"!ctor of Public Relations 
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1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4 . 

6 . 

RESTRICTED 

Ol'! UNUSUAL ALRIAL SICHTir!G 

Pa r t I - Report by Observer 

(As a p r eliminary to c.ompleting this for:n , the 
observer is invited to describe the sightl.!lg in 
hi s or her O\·m me..!lller, using either separate 
s h eets or the back of this form . ) 

Name of Observer~.~.o.f:l lZ-.S • . -~ •. FJ?-.q~j~ ...... ... Age!-f'? . . . . . . 

Address of Obser ver .. • . ~P.,;w~.~~~ . . f?.i? . .. .... ... ...... .. . 
. ... . •. . ...... . <;?Pfl..!IY~. ~11-. .. . .. ....... Phone . . 3~5 /? 'J . . . 
Occupation of Qb!,;erver .. • ... V-4 t-?4t~ . .• ... . . • .. ... . . ...... 

Date and time of start of observation .• • ~: 'kJ.Il':". . 9.7/ftf*'?. . 
rt · · th ' t ? Cal. r/l rJ Ho1·1 ce a~n ~s e Cia e ...•. •.. . • .... ~ ~ .. • ......•••. . ..•• 

How accurate if t h e time of start? .•• ~lT!-'.IN. J~ }']IN~ •.•. 

Duration of observation . • .. • . .19."':' .1.~ .f"}. •~ ~- • •• ••••• • • • ••••• , • 

Ho1-1 accurate is your estimate ? .. . .. . ......•..... _) .....•. 

Observer ' s locat i on at t i me of s ighting • . fi{~~ . fi!'{ ••••••.• 
~ . . # ... ~~ .. ~ .. ?-:.t:'~ .. ... ........... ..... ...... . 

H f 
., . . b . ... b t h ' 1 1' ? 2.. ~ ow am~-~al" l.S o server l•ll v l.S oca 1vy .. . .. , ........ 

·~ • ~}.-9 •• • •••••••• •• • • ••••••••• • ••• •••••••• ••••••••••• .• 

7- Weather conJ/:X._ at time of obser vat ion . . cf1&:, .~f. .. 
q . !J::,f .. ~1. ...... ... ~0 .. ~. -~ .. e:/. ~~ . · ...... .... . 

8 . 

9. 

10. 

Describe any aids/equipment used in the observation .. .. .•... 

. ... . .. ... ~- ... ... ..... ............... ........ .... ... .. . 
\·/here v;as o1:. j ect first observed: 

Relati·.re t o your surroundings .• ~.~ • . ~0-. · · · · · · (a ) 

(b ) 

( c) 

( d) 

.. r(. /~r-.... ..... ....... ..... ...... ........ ..... . 
. " -:::," angl e of eleva tJ.on ... lo.7. •.~ . ... ,..:1=; ••• • ••••••• •• • •• • • •• 

compass angle bear:!.ng • ... • '£. 'N ... :t . I.Q ,
0 

..... .. . . . . .... . 

how accurate are these est im&.t es ..• '!' ................ · · 

RESTRICTED 
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l f there \'las more than on e l ight/ objecL : 

(a) ho11 many '1-/Cr e t here? . . . . .. -%. ~M . ... . . .. . . . .. .. . 

(b) in '1-lh a t .format ion · .. :er e they? ..... :-:-:-:-.... . ... .... . . . 

\o/hat \~3.s the c olour of the light or objec . {X.~"'tf;;C/W."J tT..f. .• • 

1,3 . Hhat v1a s the br i ghtness? (compare \-lith full mo<...u o r 

common light source at a state"' distance , e . g . ordinary 

14. 

st~ 11?tt ~~ ,2_00 Y~z_~ lfJ¥!1(!.~~~~~~r. . . l.l.( i:IJ. .. •. . 

Hhat v;a~t siz~ at nearest approach : 

( a) 

(b) 

relativ e to Venus or l'ioon ......... . . . . .. .. ... .. ... .. 

relative dimensions in inch e s at arm' s l ~n~th 

(about 20 inch~s from jfe eyes ) • . a. .~ .. -.r.n.':~ .. . 
:&!21 'J • .t.--1. 4. .If~. ~ -~- : ~. ;f:t!. ~~ · ..... . 

15. \olhat were the bearing ana e l evation angles at nearest 

approach and how \1ere these vc:J.~ef assessed? .~-. • . . 

~-~~- .4.. ~~-~-~ -~ ~- - ....... . 
16 . \-Jas any method of propulsion obvious? . . No , ... . . .. ....... . 
17. Describe any so~d heard , including chai~es in pitch and 

i ntensity .•• • . • .••• JV 0 . .. . • . .. . ...... . . . . ..... . . .. ........ 

18. What was the maY~mum and minimum angle of eleva~ion (or 
/ o A:> o 

h eight , if an esti mate can be justified)? .... f?.-. .... . .... . 
19. \-Jhat was tile maximum and minimum angular velocity (or 

20. 

21 . 

22 . 

speed, if a n est i mate c an be justi fied)? If necessary, 

compare \-lith the movement of familiar objects at stated 

distances ... .. ~:: t.C? . ~~- ... . ......... . ........... . .. .. 
Give durat i on of any stati onary phases • . 1:/f. TO • • J.~ lt-1. '36"··· ·; 
Describe any deviations or manoeuvres .. . . . ~~~~~-
Descrioe any trail of exhaust, vap our o r ligh't • ( cniJ .. J_; · 

([;.,q _ ~ l~~J-r>/p~r~.~kf.~..:/. ~<f~~-~/ !/0. -~- . 
~&'? /.l-(.AU..,;,...y21 

Hhe re \·Ia s o bj ec.., last ob s e r •eC. : 

~~ -
. .. /3 

RES'!'RIC'.i:ED 
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24 . 

( a) relative to you:r· surz·oun':li .gs •. ·fjj· :1 ~::;;r-o ...... w( . ~ b . ~ -. . ... . 
(b) angle of eleyatl.on .•...•....•...... ~ . { ... ,. . ... . . . 

(c) compass angle bearing •.. -:?~-~ ·t .......... . 
Hhat \'las the manner of its disappearance . ...............• 

25. Do you kno\·l of any associated physical f..Vl.dence (r:uch as 

fz·agments, photographs, scorching. ground inot .a .. \ons, 

• re:ndual ma.;.1etism or radioact~vH.-y eLc)9~.~- .. .. . 

~ . ~- . ..#:"":'!~ .. -: .. ~- . ~- . (.ctytl:;; . f~~~f. 
26. State any traini..:tg ~;hich euables observer to be 

reasonably certain of his/her ability to estimate an~les 

27 . 

28. 

29. 

and angular velocity ....•.. (Y.~ ............... . .... .. . . 
H . .... t th . ht . ? 2 ¥'UJ."h._,e_ ow many '.'ll.vness o e slg 1.ng- • •• • •• · "or;-.-.~ ...•.... •... . 
Do you knj?• of \vitnesses to sl.J!.ilar sight>iugs in the 

area? -~~-~ .9 1?-~~- -:-~. ~~ • .f!~.f. ..... ....... . 
\.Jhat natural phenomenon (or phenomena) vlould be nearest 

to explaining your observation? ......•. -:-: .•............. • 

30. Hhat are ;your m<tin reasons for e:x:cL .. di;tg tl: is ~=-:-pl~nr.tiou? 

31 . Please ske'tch the light/object \·rith all details . If 

appropriate, sketch position and/or movement of object in 

relation to your surroundings . 

needed. 

. ._,,, . 

Use back of form, if 

Signatu1 e . . ... ......•.• D& 
REST!g9TED 
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Part 2 - Unit. Eval•mtiOJ. 

32. Tile follol'ling military aircraft t·tere ~n the vic~nity of 

the reported uro positio~ at the time : 

A/C type ..•..... ~.,.--~) ...... .... . . . . . (2) ••.•.• . .• . .•• (3) 

Heading .•. • • ..• ./ .V .J ... .~.: . : ............... T . . . .. •.• •.•. ... T 

lleight; •..•.••.•..... •. 000 ft . ...... .. ... .. 000 Ft •..• •• ,OOOf+ 

Speed .•.•. .. . ..•• . .. . • - K .••• • •••• . ••• .• •• K •• •• • •••• •••• • . K 

ATD/ ATA • • ••• • •••••• ••• •• hrs •...•.•••••••• nr·s • •••••••• • •• hrs 

53. The followill{; civil aircraft •.-rere in the v Lcinit;y of the 

repo1·ted UFO J?.Osition at the time: 

L;:.~ -7' • ~~_._...q' ~'f.-81\J 
A/C t;ype ?-?· .7'~t1J#· . ... · · · ..... (2) ............. (3) 

Heading • .. «.~ .. . ~ ... .. T .. . ... . . •• .•..•.. T •• .•. . • •... . •. .. T 

Height •.. • ?P:'?"! . . .• , 000 ft . . ........... , 000 ft . . .... . ... , 00" 

~eed . :_:.:? t ?:. ~<. ...... ~·;:,~· . ... ... ... . . K •••• . • •• • .. • •.• :i 
~~A·~~~s ••. ~ •••...•. . • hrs ••••. .••••• . • hrs 
~ ~ /4"'07? 

• Give loca~ion of nearest A~D or ATA. 

;:~~ . O'bt>er-v eJ."' s Locatio.u : Lati·.,ude .. . • ... . .. Longitude .. .. ... . .. .. 

35-

36. 

Give bearing and elevation of any planets and major 

stars that \otere in that portion of the ~ky at that ti!!le . 

By day, give location or Venus only.i5.C.~I . . /4'Y.-;:-: .. . . . . 
. ;/(P-~1~~~: ... . ........ . . ... .. ...... ...... .......... . 
A meteorological ballon 1-1aS released from. /JJft.~P../!(1(~ ... . 
at . { 7.6!-P. • • Z Colour • . . • •.... • ••• Weight .. .•..•........ gm 

Radio-sonde•~jr~d~r- Candle*.* /battery**( • 'dele_y: ~~ 
. f?e a,_(»-_..,...~ ar.. -~t~ 

requued) -r;- .,; / I £ · // 
. (, l,.o..Jc.-_ ~c,J -~ 7 \A;),_ .fltM?~· 

General w1nd prof1le ••••.• . .•..•.....•.•. ...• .• .• ......• • . 

Maximum height tracked . .... .. ......• ,000 ft at ..... • ••. .• Z 

\-las it known to have bUI·st? • .. .•. •. • . .. . • . • • · · • • · · • · • · · · • · 

..... /5. 
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38 . Any remarks on satellites, rockets, rt.sca1·ch bal.o~.oons, 

I t , ~eteor~es etc. relevant to the sig~· · ···· · 

~ ( . ~-~~ %:t:~~~-~ ~~ ... . -!!:. 4l 
~...., ,-,....o-1 ~ "?':' _~ ~~-~<. • 

59. "'\-lhcn an D.J.rcrafl: is a possil:·: ~ J.'le~tification, include 

radar trace if available, and a:>cc.rta' ' .,,r 1ch of the 

ai rc.raft 1 ight s Here operating ... -~ r.. f'~<:t-:?~4-Ut..::;-( 
·4·/z:~ 

.. . '!-. -r-~~~f--."27 .. .. .. . ...................... .... . 
'+O. The cause (or likely cause) of tbe sighting __, /cannoV 

be determined . 

41 . The object reported probably ltlas""/may have bee:J." (delete 

as required) 

... . ................ . . . .... . ....... ... . . ... ..... ......... ..... 

· · · · · · · . · · · . e: !:. ~.V.~'YC: . .f.~~4¥;t'Unit) /:?. -:'?. (.?.~~~~~(':'"?"?(~fame) 
........... . lt.t/ tfo:«. tf.{l. <nat~) ... • Sr./.~; ... CRank) 
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REPO~ 0!1 UFO SIGIU'IUG 

AT SPRIHGBROO:, JJ,D 01> 9Tli APRIL 1973 

1 • I intcr.-i.el7ed l.!r and Urs Pilgrim on ':'uescl.:!.y 1Oth April, ~ocompanied 
by Cor.?oral H.Bovd of the lTerallb Police Station, ~d ~~~~ns Officer Davison, 
52 i.ing . ~he c ~ 1~ ~ppeared to be sober and res onsible people, not given to 
z'anciful it::af:ini ... s . 

2. The P .lo~.t;r:i,w 1 s house is situated. along Sprir.sbrook road na shown on 
the cap . To the south--;rest is a b.igh ridge which doc-.inates the skyline . The 
ridge is about 400 feet higher than the house a.'"ld about 1800 feet displaced 
hori=ont~lly . Tne near side is ~ssed, the top tree covered, and the far 
side dNps into the li=inba!l Valley. A ver;r rough vecllular track runs alone; 
the top of the ric~.t;e . There are no power lines in the vicinity. A RAAP 
Gomba.t Survival Course cotillilenced a fe':T l!liles ar:ay the previous d£.:1 , but no 
~ember ~3s in the vicinity of the si&hting at that time. 

3. 1-lrs Pilgrim was awakened by a. dog at 3o30am and on see ins the light, 
v.oke her husband. They observed the object or light for 10-1 5 Clinutes before 
it disappeared . They were not sure ;vhether the light just went out , or 
dropped over the ridge , but leaned toward the former . The l i eht moved straight 
up and dorm, and acrossv1a.ys in separate movements, each time cominG back to the 
centre of its travel before changing direction. The movement was always 
horizontal or vertical not oblique . The light was a verJ intense ~hite, with 
a reddish tinge , with a smaller more intense centre . It was smaller than the 
coon but w~ch larger than a star . !~r Pilgrim described it as lookinB like 
a ter.nis ball ar.d the brighter centre like a golf ball . It moved at about 
5- 10 mph within a 36 inch circle at a_~ • s length . ~he light fluctuated in 
in ensity ar.d s.>e.r:ded like a eta.r. Just before it disappeared , it emitted 
a jet o~ sparks, or smaller (pea sized) lights ~~ the right hand side just 
as :r it had collided with something . ~he light was def:r~tely on the ~ear 
side of the rid_e as the dar~er ridge :ine could be seen above it on occas~ons, 
and clouds could be seen bebir.d it . :;o il:i..umination of the ground was apparent , 
ar.d no sound whatsoever was heard . 

4. '::'he pol icecan, Flyir.g C:fficer :>av.ison, ar.d eyself a:"terno.rdo went 
to ~be ridge and examined the area closely , but no sign of ~thing unusual 
w~s found. '::'he ~esther was fine, ~ith ~r~y a few scattered clouds above the 
ridge . There was a possibility of a slight im•ersio:l at 10,000 ft . 

5· In late JanuarJ of this year, the Pilgrim1s and some others ct the 
iouse observed some str~~~ liGhts in the same place at about 8 . 00 to 8 . 30 pm . 
The li& ts were smaller, pinky- red in colour, and disappeared to the north . 
Apparen"l•, at tr~t time, several sightings were made in t!lo.t area es the 
' Bulletin' did an article on them. lio report was made to RAAF Antberlay . 
Also, the Pil6rilliS saw some lights as described in this paragraph last Wov mber 
or eerly December . They made no report e.s they reasoned that it could have 
be-n a helicopter. 

6. l.ty thoushts on the subjec1l are as follows : 

a . The moon was not visible at the.t time, no planets were naa~, 
and the sighting did not resemble a star in size or behcviour. 

b . The ai~raft proceedin,s to Brisbane v£a Coolangattc. could wvt: 
cut the corner and flew overheL.d . ll0'.7ever, I cannot imagine 
that it \7as an aircraft . ~:o helicopters nere in the area . 

c. The cet bc.llo-n released at Brisbar2 is disco~~ted as the wind 
took it to the north- est.& high pressur~ ~;stem existed at the 
tillle . 

d . There was no thunderstonn ecti..-ity ruld no p017er lines in tho 
area~, so ' fireballs' are ruled out . 

e . Th<:)re was onl;r a possibilit-.r of a sli~;;ht invern 

f . It did not boh ve like a meteorite or :::.J.tellitc . 

RESTRICTED ./7 · Durine 
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7• During the interview, both Mr and~ PilGric agreed with e~ch 
other on c"/cry nnswer wi thoac ~e:::itat:!.on . Both hnd a. clear idee. of ~hat 
they had seen. Ueither had bco!r, lh-inking. I ac .:l.fmid that I ao at a 
loss to a'~lcin this phenooe~ 
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580/1/1 Pr21 (11a) 

Jtr D. :McGill, 
4 Hall Street, 
J3ELHONT , NS'c. 2280 

Dear Sir, 

14 MAY 1973 

As a result of our investi gations into your report of 
unusual occurrence .. on 9th tarch 1973, the inveetigatill8 tealll has 
determined that tbe moat proDable cause of the extraordinary 
phenomenon cncountered in your loun;re room, was the ignition of an 
ac~ation of Qstbane gaa, and tbe aerial objects reported, were 
in fact retinal images resulting from the indoor light inteneific­
atiol!. 

Initially, th .. indoor phenomenon was thouD1t to be 
corona discharge from the T.V. set or other electrical appliance/ 
wiring. ""'ais theory was discounted after the physical investigation 
of el ectrical/electronic aspects by Squadron Leader K. MADDOX, an 
RAA? radio/radar specialist . All electrical connections were in 
order, and no sign of any insulation breakdown or RP tracks were 
noted. Additionally, the length of time of the event, and the lack 
of both noioe and smell were not consistent with corona effect. 

other theories were then investigated, resulting in the 
above determination. 

In marshy areas, methane, ClJ4 which is an cdourlees, 
col ourless, inflammabl e , gaseous, hydrocarbon, is released by decaying 
organic matter. ~etbans may be ignited either spontaneously or by 
other means of ignition, and will illuminate surrounding areas with 
either a blue , or sometimes yellow or red colour. Occasionall y, 
observers have placed their hands into these luminescent gases 
without feeling any heat . 

The position of your residence on the western aide of 
a large marshy area, with a large mine exhaust fan situated 
approxi ~tely 400 - 500 yds fUrther west is conducive to this 
theory. An easterly wind could have bloltn large quantities of 
methane thrQU8h the lounge room double doors and this gas would be 
t~~ped in the room . The gae could subsequently have been ignited 
by a match , or a static discharge from the nylon carpet . 

/Although the 



Although the presence of metnane in the area could 
not be substantiated during the visit to your residence , this gas 
is not unusual in ,;.uatrali.a. Further credence is given to this 
theory by the report of a similar occurrance of lesser intensity 
and duration the following nignt . 

Regarding the aerial sighting as reported, it is 
thought that the two globular objects vere in fact optical 
illusion.e caused by image retention by the retinae and the 
apparent movement vas due to head movement rather than object 
move[!lent. 

We thank you for this most interesting report and 
trust tnat these explanations are satisfactory . 

Yours fai thf'ully, 

/I'~ 
(G .J . ODGERS) 
Director of Public Relations 
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ROYAL AUSTRAUAN AIR FORCE 

TELEPHONE. !!ovcastlC> 6 -

IN WLY QUOTt.5}2/.6J..r()7) 

SecNtnry 
.IJp' ;~tlllcnt of Air v ~ .. ;;n or:ricE.:~ 

C . ... l'UL-. ;.CT 2600 

Por nformation : 

::Ieadqu rtcra 
RAJ' Da':le 
!LL. !.:ITO: 231 4 

3rd Hay 1973 

:::Iendquartera Opcration:.l Command (Attn : C Intell 0) 

~£ . .n..££ .. 1!: A .. !IQIT.H 5/2/Air (30) of 29th March 1973 

B.. 5/2/Air(32) of 30th April 1973 (copy attached) 

1.. eference A detailed an ~usual aerial s~bhtin b ~ avid 
cGill of elmont , New 'outh rales on 9th r arch 1973, and also an 
extr~ordinary occurrence · hereby!~ .. cGill ' s living room took on a 
urplc blow for quite so~e time.. ae!erence B i a report on o technical 

investication o. the "purplino;" inci ent .. 

2 . The ... nvestl.gation tlhic ~ ··as centred on electronic and electrical 
appliances ln the hou~e also embraced an e4~nation of the area in 
llhich the .c .. ills live . .he o si"b~t-; of =sh gas accumulation at; 
a feanibl explanation of t!J.e occurrence was ment~oned to hr cGill ur_ng 
the investi ation .. 

3 - Fonmrded :for your- further attention .. 

(>~~ 
FliLht Lieutenant 
.or Officer T/Commanding 

,k.closure : 1 .. Copy o1 Reference .D . 
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M INUTE PAPER 
(This side only to be written on) 

3 ~ ~e a~· ., 
I ~o~ 

}. r o lr-., ~~~~-
:&.sc Intell 0 

/ r/J 
CO ~1S~i (thru OIC B~) I • 

__.?' /~· J-w. 
1. The OIC P..adio/fla.cl..:..r (481S.,Jf), and the \7 Off Radio (481S,JN) proceeded to 
4 Hall Street, B::ll.D:i'r by service tr-"lS:-ort on 16 Apr 73 to intervie,7 .;r & l!rs D. 
J.:ct;i.ll about tl:,.. si.:;htin_. of U?Os. T'J.a object:; t:'ere sit;;hted on the ni&ht of 
9 Ll.r 7 3 a.'ld ,;his sight in,;; ,f8S preceded by a.'l W\u:rual 1".::.._ pcn.ing ie t~e louns room 
filled \?ith a purple glo,·r lasting so•.e 40-50 t'linutes. 

2 . This report dc~s with the investigation of the purple r;lo·,•1 thou~ht to 
have co:ne froo the TV set, and most of the tillle r;as spent in exa:ni.ning electronic 
electrical equip;.:ent at the re3idence. Other ....spects were considered ho::ever, 
and the solution ma.y lie in that direction • . 

3. Electronic/Electrical ln'l!csti"'!l.tions . Most of the i!llectronic/ 
Electrical i.·westi~tion~ centered i.O.l'oun.l t:1e TV set (a PYE T23) ilOdel, some four 
year old), ho•·:ever not hi~ unusu.:L. \'13.$ noted. All elcctr ..... cal CO:"l..'lCCtions ,.,ere in 
order, e.nJ. no si~ cf O..."!Y insulation. brea.kdo1m or ffi' tracks were uoted. Corona 
discha.rc;e ~ras tnus discounted as the cause of the purple hv.e , :par~icu.la.rly in view 
of the le~th of time of the event (40-50 minutes), and the total lack of noise 
and smell of "ozone" - both characteristics of Corona effect . 

4. Otr.~r Elec~ronic aspects . Ur t:cGill is a self styled "radio 
investigator" and ha.s a.'l o:rray of old radio eq,uip:::lents in his radio \70rkshop. 
He bas a ha.'ll radio :receiver and is o.n avid "1) stening" radio ham. His \-:orkshop 
hac a lone ••il·e ante:ma .fitted exte:rnally to the workshop, the only other a:ttenru:. 
is a large phased a....-ray for the TV set . There is no equipli!an't in this 17.orkshop 
or extern.:::l to it that could a.ccount for the purple hue and, in addition , 1lr 
L:CGill is adamant t:mt ell electrical power was disconnected from the wortc.shop 
at the time of ~he event . 

5. Oth~r .. ~.snects . The residence is sit'U!l.ted on the i'Testern side of a 
lar:.;e =shy e.rea . A la.rce (a"'·-'rox 201 diameter) mine CJ:lu.ust fo.n is also 
~;itua.ted so:;;e <;-500 yar~.o::: on the 11estern side of the reside:1.ce. 1'he lo':l!lt:.""e 
room is an alllOst totally closed room with a la.rge double door fe.cin.:; the 
easterly dir"ction, this double door is norm.::.lly left open. An easterly \Tind 
could blo\7. la4~e q~titi~s of ~e•~e (carburetted ~·dro~n, co~only called 
"1.:::. ·s 1 Gas", tlu'!; bl.u:l1s ••il.h a. blue flane) froo th::! m::u-;;;.y areas, coupled ~7ith 
a.u:r exl'.oe.usted n:.ne gas , a."'.:l. this ru.:,tu.:!'e ':.'ould be tra_ ~d in the closed ~ooo, 
Tne collection of ~~s coul~ neve buil. up in t}lc roo~ over sevaral days of 
e:astarly 11inds an 1 on tho;) ni;;ht in question, could !-.ave been ie;ni ted by a match 
(;~ ;.:cGill is a smok~:.-) or a stdic lliscbarce from the nylon car~et . Attempts 
to su.bst2...."'1tiatc the erlst.;nce of mrs1': ~s in tl:e area ::ere tu1succu:~sful . 

6, To ~~za, the ?V set and other clectric~l/clcctronic equi~~ts 
in t!l.c area • .• ere 2.11 in t:,-ood cc.mH tion a.nu. this discounted nny thou...,ht::; of 
cororu. !.l.icch~r,:e. Althou.;11 the :prc:::c:1ce of marsh g.a.s in •he area could not 1:<> 

••• /~bstant~-t d, 

•' 
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suusta.'ltiatcd, thi{l cas is not ur:-..t::ma.l L"l .'.l!stralia and , ·.hen coupled \~ith 
e:x.~zu::;ted cine ens. and tra ped in ;;he c:!.osed lo·.m!:;o rom:l lll'e8. could !1.0.v ~ been 
i ._nited by so::-.c r.c:ln:; , g:ivin~ o!'f a b!ue/:p=rle hue. Tr.is conclusion is ::;oz::c­
t7h:lt sub::;t:mti~tcd by a nuil--· occurrem:e <!lthou~ of a nuch le::;scr intensity 
&nd duration, the follo~:in~ ni£)1.t. 

30 Ap.r 73 

; {~ t,_Jt ,.,. 
(Y. . J . J . !.:A.DDOX) 
Sqn Ldr 
OIC R::.dio/Radru: 
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REPORl' OF UNUSUAL AUUAL SIGHTllJG 

1 . Attached hereto is a report of an unusual aerial sighting observed 
by Kr David HcGill on the night of 9th ;arch 19?3. Because of pressure of 
work, the writer was unable to interview ~~ McGill immediately after the 
sighting and forms were posted to him to complete and return. After reading 
Mr HcGill ' s narrative on the back of page one of the proforma, arrangements 
were made to interview him and his wife, at their home in Belmont. At 
approximately 2000 hours on the 9th March ~~ McGill , who is under treatment for 
a heart condition, was sitting in his lounge room . As his wife walked into 
the room she noticed a large purple band across Mr McGill ' s forehead, but 
said nothing thinking he was about to have a heart attack . At thls stage 
Mr McGill said to his wife "You've gone purple" and she to him "You've gone 
purple too". By this time there was a strong purple light throughout the 
room and Mr ~cGill ~oticed a purple ball move down his arm from the shoulder 
to the elbow and then disappear. The whole r~om and all its contents by now 
had taken on a strong purple hue . Thinking that the colouring may be coming 
from the TV set, this was turned off and an overhead light turned on with 
little di:rference to the intensity of the colour . The "manifestation" lasted 
for approximately half an hour then slowly decreased in intensity until the 
purple colouring was only visible in the corner of the room behind tbe TV 
set , and this too, eventually disappeared. 

2 . ~~ McGill was rather shaken after his experience and walked outside 
onto the side porch for a breath of fresh air. As he gazed up into the sky 
he saw two globular objects racing across the sky at high speed . The 
objects one behind the other took , on his estimate, 90 seconds to cross his 
full field of view after which they disappeared in a northerly direction . 

} . There were no service aircraft active in the vicinity at this 
s•.age and no civil aircr-".ft . No major planets were visible in the sky at 
the time . There was a temperature inversion of :J._°C at 9-JOOO f~et measured 
at 1100Z hours from Vlilliamtown , there were no satellites visible with a 
bearing on this report. 

. .. /4. .lith 
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With reference to the incident inside the house the room then 
contained e.n old green nylon .'lestminster carpet which has since been replaced by 
a new carpet , and was not available for inspection at the time of the interview. 
The house itself is clad with white aluminium siding , insulated with "coolitc" 
insulating material . The bouse is well earthed . It is completely shielded 
50 far as the reception of radio signals is concerned . Mr McGill describes 
himself as a r3dio experimenter and has a reasonably well equipped radio work­
shop at the back of his house . He has assured the writer that all his radio 
equipment ~as turned off at the time of the manifestation. Weather conditions 
at 1115Z hours 9th March were: 

Calm , visibi~ity 20 miles, sky clear, maximum temperature 24°c , 
dew point 20 C with a 2°C surface inversion to 1000 feet . 

5. Mr McGill and his wife are a very friendly co-operative couple who 
impressed the writer with their sincerity, and there is no cause to doubt their 
statements of the facts as presented. At this stage the cause or likely cause 
of the unusual aerial sighting cannot be determined. 

6. Forwarded for your further investigation . 

"~~ Flight Lieutenant 
for Officer T/Commanding 

Znclosur .. : 1. Report of Unusual ~rial Sighting . 

RESTRicrED 



REroRT ON UNUSJAL AERIAL SIGHTING 

Part 1 - Report by Observer 

(As a preliminary t o completing this form , the observer i s invite 
the sighting in his or her own manner , using e i ther separate sheets 
of this form. ) 

' . .,.. of ob•«Ver<f!; .i.-f .. (~./:!'. . , ........... ..,§f';j ...._,. 
2 . Address of observer/.~ .:.-1-. . Cl7.; • . •. ~#~ .. . ;!) ;<-; y • • •• • •• 'if': ... . f / .: "'' V . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : ·r .. .... .... iJ" .. ~ •••.•. • ,., r· .. . . . Phon~ ~ .+.-;;:. f.7r· 
3. Occupation of observer • • "!/.?1~/.t:l~.":' ..l........~ . ... . '~~; .. ?.~~) 
4. Date and time of s tart of observation, .. ~J!I.c.: ~!J.~f .. !7,). • • ~ ... 7: .~t:' 

5. 

6. 

How certain is the date? •. . &.-<?-~ , . . , . , .. , ... , .: Z ... 
How accurate i s the time of start'? .~. , J ! . ?';"'.'.>::-f.". :C...~ , .s. ~·~ .~ 7: 1'.#1 

Duration of observa t ion .. ~~.~~.~ ...•.. . . ..... .. ... . . . . .• . • •... . • 

How accurate i s your estimate? . .. ~·;~~ /:~:~f;r."?:.-f'-~) 
Ob~e er 1 s locTo~ a t tim~ r;J sight~:: .~ . ~~: .<~>0~~ .. / ."?"Y.. ~ 
. •• t1--. r:n::r:: :p.r!7f:.-. .~,~~ ~~· . ~/.f. '!7,_ .. ::7.~e-f'a 

H f ' 1' · b ' th th· 1 1 ' "> ~~ ',I.~ - '7 · r ow !llJil. ~ar ~s o server m ~s oca ~ty . •. ~ . . • . . . .. .. . . _. .•....• 

. /..6~ .~. !(~. ?: .YA.. ?. -;-:--:. :-:-: .. . . --!:!'. !:<?:~. -:~(f~.~ 
1. WeJlther conditions a t time ofobservation . . ~~-~ . .e!~.~~ 

Av4-...._ ~ ..... z~k~ ~ # · ..6-c.-..... ~~""' A-~ . .,,_" •. .-~c ~i-ii.. 
v ,;.;,: _:a:;;.,.p ·::.:::~-22 · · · · y-~ · ~· ·.;t.,:..:: ·-c.:~ ·~~.; ~ 

8 . Desyrioe sny~fileqiri~~ in,.J!e observat i on • . ~-· ...... • ... . ... 

.................... .... ~~·?· · ·· · ····· ·· ··· · · · · · ········ · · · 
9. Where was object first observed: / 'L 

a . Relative to your surroundingsP.t??-:"4 ?·~· ...... . . 
b . ~~~~·~~ · ~~:~~~~~~ ::: :~ :: a~~:~::: ~ :::: : ::::: : ::: 
c . Colllpass angle bearing •.. «. 7· f!::(' .. . ............. ..... . .. . 
d . How accurate are these estimates?.~~ .. . .. :-h . . !'~:'~ 

10 . What fi rst att;racted. obser~v r' s t~e tion?, ?.'>H?'. • ~-J..fu. ~.,tl'.4. . 
;?if: . .S:.t; ... /~. :i,~ .. : ....... . ...... ... ~~~· {.//. :'~ ?.:~ ~ 

11 If 
/) / &.(A, ,.,~ 4.--' ~ , 1'-'Uf,(;r 

· there was 100re than one 1 :t/objeet: ~ / 

: : ~0:h;~o;::i::~:r?e •. t•h• ~~· 'L ·::·;:;· ' l 7.' • ~ ~ ·;:~· d~~v 
12. 

13. 

14. 

ey ••••••••••••• • • / • ••• • • -./.j( ~·.;x ...... -~ -;·c,-."""'~ 1 

What was the colour of the light or object? ,/:'1',--r:-/.·«r-.::z. 1ft. .-;;z: r~ . .:;--4;•; ~.t...:z;'" 
What was the brightnes s ? (Colllpare with full 100on or

1 
common l {ght source 

a t a statec;._ di~tsnce eg, ordinary street light at , 100 yards) 

... .rL ... k: . r-:-: .--i:::(fl..f.o/?.~'!'!: ... 4::.-r-:f.~·JI/.:...;. ~l~;-:." .. ~ .-;-:-.4 
.. -r 

What was the apparent s i ze at nearest approa<:h : ' .; L - / / 
~ , ~ r; ' ~ - :r / ..L,_ r ~,_.A, 

a . Relative t o Venus or Moon; · ·Y~ .. ;~ .... ~ ... :~ .. :-'.:-. :"~ ,; 

b . Relative dimension s i n inches at f!f~ 1 ength (about 20 inches 

fro m the eyes) • •... •. . .• ..... .-.. . . ....... . ... . ... . ......... . 

--
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16. 

11· 

18, 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22, 

2), 

24. 

lbat were the bearing and elevation angles at nearest .approach and bow 

1 d? ~ J ,_~ ~~ <4' ...c-...C b_ <A-7-
were tbese ve ues assesae .•• ~~~~. ••• ·~•••·•~··••••••••·~··••••••• 
. ...• ~.t:f. f.~f.~'i/'. .••••••.••••••••••••• ~ •••••................. .. 
Was any met~od of propuls1on obvious? •••. ~ •• ~::~.:~~···•••·•• - r~·'~ .--:7, -

Describe any sound heard, including changes in pitch and i17t"''laity ......... ~~.~.~.~ ..................... . 
What was the msxilllWII and angle ~~ation (or height, if an 

b ju tif . d?' ~~ ~c..-~ -a- ~~ . 
estimate can e s 1e . , . ·· ~••••••••••••••• • •••••• •••••••••········· 
What was the maxiDWD and · inum angul ar velocity (or speed , if an 
esti111a te can be justified)? If necessary, compare with the aovemen t of 

fSIDiliar objects at stated distances,. f.~~P.' _r#.. /-?. f'. ~. /.f:'l:,.-f.·<Y. : ••• •.• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ' •••• • ••• • •• • • • •••••••••••• ' •••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 

Give duration of any stationary phases,., •• <!/.~ .... ..................... . 
Describe any deviations or manoeuvres . . •. , . ~(~ •••• • • ...••.....•..••.... , 

Describe an:~ trail of exhaust, vapour or light seen, •. ,1('f • .(.1~flo.':':'. 
••• ~.-;~~~,l •• ~~~~.Y.:~~ ..... . 
Where was tile object last observeda~ 

a . Relative to your surroundings.~• ~ .~~.~'<:!~ "'~ 
b , Angle of elevation.%P.~. ~~·. :f. .~. , .. . • .. , .. •... ~ ' 

Co 1 b . .N -o. ~ass ang e earrng, ........ , . • •••• . • . • , •.•• , ... . .• • . ••.• 
.... t th f . t di ? ~d t'"--<>'V? .,-..ua was e manner o 1. s sappearance., .•.•••••. • •.•••.•...•••••• • .•. ••• 

.. .. .•.. .. ......... ....•.•.•••..••.••..•••••••.•••.•.............• ...•..... 
25, Do you know of any associ ated physice- evidence (such as fi'apnts, 

photograPhs, scorcbing, ground indentations, residual 1Da8Jletism or 

26. 

29. 

radioaotivit,y etc. ) • . • ••• ~.: ••••.••••••••• ,.,, •••••••••••••• • , • • ,.,, •• . • 

·· ·• •••••••··•·· ·••··· ··•· •·······•·•····••····• •····· ··•· ••···•·•···•·•··· 
State any training wbicb enables observer to be reasonably certain of 

hiB/ber ability to estimate allgles and angular velocit.Y· M · fo..~ 
1': f. 'f? !."".. ~"'r tf}~r: ....... .. ...... . ......... . ..• .. ............... 
Bow many witnesses to the sighting? • • • ~:.~~~· • • •••••••• •• ••••• 
Do you know of witnesses to similar sigbtings in tile area?,., -~ .••••. 

a-4--r,_,,_ .., .,.._p -:-~~ -/Ad&-,7~ -:!7.1.4-7 r.:.-.7: ··-- ".--.:: ...... 
;'?· ·· · ••• • • ~· ··· ·~·•••• • ••• ••••?"·· ·~·~.!...!•..!• •••v~· ·••••••y..; ·• .. •••••••• • -

/ ~..., ~.41\..o" - _..,r() , ..... ,_.,....>e~ 
What natural phenomenon (or~h_:npmena) 110uld be nearest to explaining your 

observation?. ,c,.¥':1~ . fl.~ M~:? ~.'-f~X. g . .:z:-~-r 
What are your 111ain rea£ns for excluding tbis explanation? • • /.:-1. ~ ..... 
"¢·~b~·l(· f.~p~~/r:;#.~~.~ .. "rl .~ 
~~qslte?tb Ui'e-rrgbw~ -au details. u appropriate , sketch 
position and/or mvement of object in relation to your 5\.Ll'rOundings. 
Use baolt of form. 
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Part 2 - Unit Bl.-alu 

The follo1ving mili tsry aircra.i't 

UFO position at the time: 

A/C type .... ~~~ .. ....... . ( 1) . 

Heading . ...... .... . .. ..... .. T. 

Height ..... •... . ... , . .• ... ,OOC L 

Speed . .. . ... ••··•··········· .K: • 

ATD/ ATA~> •••••• •• • • • • • • · · • • • hr5 · 

)J . Tht: following civil a.i:rc:r~·t m> 

UFO position at the tin~: 

A/C type ...... ~~l;-.......... (1). 

Heading .. ····· · ····· · ·· · · ···.~ .. 



Par+ 2 - Jnit Evaluation 

32 . The following milHary aircraft ,,ere in the vicinity of the reported 

UFO position ~t the time: 

A/C type .•.. (~~~~ .... ... . . . ( 1) • ... . ... ...... . (2) . •• . .. • .... . . .• (3) 

Beading ......... .. . ... ... .. T ...... . .. .. . . .. .. T. ........ . • . . . . T 

If eight .. .. . . .......... . .. , 000 ft ........ . , .. , 000 ft .... .. , 000 ft 

Speed... . . . .....•.. ........ IL.. • •..•••.... . K ....•.•...••••••. K 

!TD/ ATA"'-. • • • . .. ••••..•..• •. hrs. . . . . . . . . •.. .. hrs . . . . . . . . . . . .hrs 

33 . The following civil aircraft were in he vicinity of' the reported 

UFO position at the time: 

AjC type ...•. . 1:-J.~'-: .... .... .. ( 1) .... · ... · · · · ... (2) · ·. · ........ . .. ( 3) 

)4 . 

35 · 

36 

Reading .... .. . ... . ....... .... T . • • .•• • • ... ••• • • • T • ••• •..• •..••••• • T 

Height .......•.......... . , 000 ft . ... . . . •.. .. ,000 ft . .. . ... . ,000 ft 

Speed .... .. . .... . . . .. . ... ... K ••• . ••• • • • •••• ... K •• . •...•...•• • •• K 

ATD/ ATA* .. . . .......... . ... .. hrs ... .. .......... hrs . ............. hrs 

*Give location of nearest ATD or ATA. , 
-3C -1" ' 

Observer's Location: Latitude ... -: .. .. ~- ... .. Longitude -~~ .... ~ .. .. . 

Give bearing and elevation of any planets and major stars that were 

in that portion of the sky at ohe time. By day, give location of 
t<f IL 

Venus only .. ... . . • ... ..... ..... ............. . .. ....... . ....... . ...... 

~ · ~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~-~~~ · ~~~~~~~~ · ;~~~ ~::::::: ~;;~ ::::::::::: :: : 
a t ... . ........... z ... Colour ..... ... . ...... '1/aight ................... I!Jil 

Radio-sond~/radar** ; Candle**/battery** <~~delete as r equired) 

General wind profile. . . . . . . . •• . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... .......... ... .. . 

1.1a.ximum height tracked . ...... ... . .. . ....•. . .. ..... ,000 ft at ........ z 
Was it known to have burst? .. .. ... . ... ......... ... .. ... . 

37 · The first significnnt temperature inversion \vas of . . ~ . .. . °C at 

. 9. :-. .'.t!.C:'? . .. . ft, measured at . .. (/.~~ ...... . z hrs from .. . ~1(?-.11 ..... 

. . /(4.~-~.~~ .. station . 

36 . Any remarks on satellites, rockets, research balloons, ooce•~, 

meteorites etc relevant t o the sighting .. . . . ~yfJ? ............. ·· ···· ·· 
39. When an aircraft is a possible identification, include radar trace if 

available, and ascertain which of the aircraft lights were operating 

..... .. ... ........ ......... .................... ····· .... ... .. .. .. .. ... . 

. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . . .. . .. . .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ ... 
40. The cause (or likely cause) of the sighting~/canno~ be det~rrnined . 

41 . The object reported probably was*/may have been~ (d~lete as requi1~d) 

.. .. ... ... .. ....... ... .... ...... .... ... .... ....... .................. .. .. 

· · · · · · · · .. · .. · ~~~~~-~ ......... ....... (Unit) .... .fl. :f. ~~1:~!":~~~~ .. (Nru:1n) 

· · · · • · · · · · .. · · · ?-:"/. t!:. /1_1:";.'-f.(-: .'. ?].'?_ . . { Dt t ) .... ~S?.(:~ /-~~~f .. (R •• 'll:) 

RE-s~r:· o 



32 . 

R~TJ;ICTEO 

Part 2 - Unit Evaluation 

The follo•ri.ng mili ta.ry aircraft were in the vicinity of the reported 

UFO position 3t the tice: 

A/C type ..... \ . ':-: .. •.. ..... (1) .... . ... .. . . .• (2) .. . .. . . ... .. .. . (3) 

Beading . ••••... . . ..... •.... .. T . . •..•.....•••. . T • ...... •. . . .. •.• T 

Heignt .. ... . ........ . .. . .. ,ooo rt .. ... ... . .. .. ,ooo rt ...... ,ooo rt 

Speed . . ···• .••. · ............ . !L. • ••• •... •. . K .. .... . ... •.•• ... K 

ATD/ATA"- •••••• •.• • .•. •.•• •• hJ::s • •• • • •••••. • •• •• hrs .. .. ..... .. . hrs 

33. The following civil aircraft were in the vicinity of the reported 

UFO position at the time: 

34 · 
35· 

A/C type ...... /:J. 1.~ .. ... .. ... (1) . . .. . .. . ..... (2) .... ..•. •...... (3) 

Heading .... .......•..•....... T •• . •. •. • .••. •• ••• T ••.••.• • •••••.•• • T 

Height ................. . . , 000 ft • •.. . . . ..... , 000 ft .... . ... , 000 ft 

Speed .• . ..• . ....•. ..... .... • K •.•.•••••••••••.• K .••• • ..••.• •••.• . K 

ATD/ATA* ••..•.••• •.•• •.••••• hrs ... .• .......... hrs •••.••••• • .• .• hrs 

* Give location of nearest ATD ox ATA. 
1 -3110 - c / 

Observer ' e Location: Latitude . . . -i- • ••• ~ •••••• Longitude /~/ .. ~ ..... 

Give bearing and elevation of any planets and major stars that were 

in that portion of tha sky at the time. By day, give location of 

"' L Venus only ••..•.•...••...• .• .•..• • ..••.•••...••.•••.•.••..•..•••••.• 

•• • • .... ..... • •• • •• ... •• ••• • • •• 0 ••••••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 

36 A meteorological balloon was released from ........ !. .4. ......... .... . 
at .......... • . . .. z ... Colour ...........•... Weight .....•............. gm 

Rad~o-sonde**/radar++; Candl~/battery** (~delete as required) 

General wind prc.file ... . .•....••••........................•.....•.. .. 

, 

;~ a{r 



...-: .:r.l / 
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580/1/1 Pt21 (11A) 

Mr N. Kellner, 
107 Macquarie Street, 
MERE' • .fETHER llSW 2291 

Dear Sir, 

~ith reference to your report of an unuaual aerial 
sighting on 15th 'tarcb 197}, it bas been determined that the 
most probable ~use was eithor a meteorite or space dubris 
enterio4r the Earth ' s atmosphere. 

Pre~ently there are 2902 man made objects in space, 
and debris periodically burns up on re-entry to our 
atmosphere. ~2 investigation, a significant temperature 
inversion of 3 C vas present at the 8- 9QOOfeet altitude level, 
rasulting in a high pollution level of the lover layers. 
This pollution would be responsible for the apparent red 
colour of an incandescent body during atmosphere transition. 

we trust that this determination satisfactorily 
explains the phenomenon that you saw, and we thank you for 
your interest. 

Yours faithfully, 

(G.J. ODGERS) 
Director of Public Relatione 
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 

TELEPHONE: lie1•castle 65 122.1 
~adquarters 
RAI.F Base 
Yi llLIA!-~WN NSW 2}14 

.., IW'lY ouon 5/2/Air<31) 29t h Harch 1973 

/ 
~~tofAir 

f)!} f I Russell Offices / 
1fi' CANBERRA Ac:"f 2600 .. 

For Information : 

Headquarters Operational Command 

REPORi' ON UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTING 

1. Forwarded herewith is a report on an unusual aerial sighting 
observed by ~~r Norman Kellner of Merewether. Once again pressure of 
work precluded an interview with l1r Kellner , however the writer spoke 
to Hr and Hrs Kellner on the phone , before forwarding the appropriate 

forms . 

2 . The sighting, at approximately 2235 hours local , lasted for some 
three seconds , and was witnessed by Hrs Kellner in the latter stages . 
The object , a red light appeared to drop quickly until lost to view . No 
military aircraft were active at this time , there were no civil aircraft 
active , and no satellites to which the sighting could be attributed • 
• ~eather conditions were : 

visibility 20 miles , 7/8 cloud at 5 ,000 fe et , and a 3°C 
temperature inversion at 8- 9 , 000 feet , ie above the cloud 
level. 

3. During the course oi t he t elephone conversation, ~~s Kellner 
mentioned "a distress s i gnal light ," and f'rom the description of the 
object a red Very light or !ire~1orks rocket would be a reasonable 1 albeit 
tenuous explanation of the sighting . No ves sels were reported in distress 
on the ni ght of 15th March. 

4. Forwarded for your further investigation. J 

/1~!--;-
Flight Lieutenant 
for Officer T/Commanding 

Enclosure : 1. Report on an Unusual Aerial Si ghting. 

F ss~ -.1 E D 
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REPORT ON UNUSJAL AllUAL SIGHTING 

Part 1 - Report by Observer 

(As 
8 

preliminarY to completing this form, the observer i s invited to describe 
tbe sighting in his ?r ber own, manner , using either separate sb.eets or tb.e back 
of this form.) s~e. !"'hie.. • 

1 . 

;!. 

3· 
4· 

6. 

Name of observer •... J/Q(4;';f,lf/( • •• !{.t.;~l(f:(~ .. 'i.)' .............. . Age •. ~ r. 
Address of observer •. (f1.? .. ff~':'-0.': ... ~(!!-.. , .. !(~t~., ' ' . ~ ....... ....... .. 
· · · .. · ... &~ • '!: : .. · "" · · · · · .. · .. · ·· · · • ••• .. · ... .. ..... Phone •• ~.~ .(<? f/7. 
Occupation of observer •. §.f/,11~ .. . ?.'1f'.-t.: . t(¥~'!'<1!.: .~.~~~. /!~!(: .... 

- - / ~ - J- '~J Y' /fZ u-Date and tJ.me of start of observation •.... "/t .. i: .......... 1 ~.: •• • • fi-!'!: .. 
How certain is the date? ••.. • • ~~~ . ~~y . .... .............. . 
How accurate is tb.e time of y tart? • •. . I.!{ I. /!.t:~ .... ~~ .Is< 1 .~~-•...• 

Dur ti f b t" 2 2- 3_ -t(~.f a on 0 0 serva :LOn.. . . .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. : ~ r.)_" ··: .. ~ ...... ., . , ., .. ., 

How- accurate is your estinfate? .... -:-fY.-1'~-;;;~:i · ... ~ .. ~. · ........ . 
Observer' ! ~c.t=~~ at l% of s ighting .. . ......... ~~~ .. ... ~o/.~,~ .... .. 
. . •.... ~~· .. /. .. ~ f.I,S(~.-'! ' .... • ...... • • ... • • .. . • • •. .. . ....•....... • 

How familiar is observer with this locality? •.•. /.P.. y.:t! ... ~~(<(~ . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. 0 •••••••• • •• • •••••••• • •• •• :..: •••••• •• •••••••• • ••• 0 •••• 

1: Weather conditions at time of observation ...... ~':( .~~J ..... ~;:f!t: ......... 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 •• 0 ... . . . ...... 0 .............. . ........... . . 

8 . Describe any aids/equipment used in the observation •...• . !fu.· ....... ....... . 

9· 

10 . 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Where was ob ject first observed: 

a . Relative to your surrounding); . . JJ..'f.i'-!l_~ ... ~!.~W. ... . 
. ~ ... 'My/~ .. !If.~ .. /?l .. ~~.e: .. . ~h ·. v.~~H?~ : ... ...... . 

b . Angle of elevation •... /;. .~ ..• ?P .. ... . '1."./j~(fl:?. ....... . 
c. Compass angle bearing .... (.f.~ ... -"!.£!!( ...• v., :ff.0.f.· ... 
d. How at:curate are these estimates? ... ~{ ~l!t ... . ~~.f· ....... 
What ~~~ed observer ' s attenti0n? ••••.. f.t.•.4~1j .. :-r-.J. ... ...... . 
. ........ . r.. . •..... 'fJ ..... "'. ~!f.":t .. ((~~ ................................. . 
If tb.ere was IIX)re tb.an one light/object: 

a. How many were tb.ere? •. • •••••••• ~.~~ •••••••••••• •• •·•••· · •• · 
b. In what formation were they? •••••••• ::: ••• • •••••••• • • •••••••• 

What was the colour o.f the light or object? •••• • &(!JI:( .. J:'~ ......... . . 
What was the brightness? (Compare with full moon or common light source 
at a stated distanc$! eg~ ordin;;:_aeet light at 100 yards) 

... J.Ze.i . !rY.~p.c.4 .. !~· ... 7 .. l ... k!:e.'!' ... l.'1-... !;~~~~ •.• ~( ... 
What was the apparent size at nearest a-pproach: 

a . Relative to Venus or lfcJon .... lf.~~ ... f."f:"-.~ .4.~ ... ""-#,._ · 
b. Relative dimensions in inches at ym•s length (about 20 inches 

from the eyes) •• . C!f1H&¥ ... ~. ~ ... ~/(~~"11y. .. jJ.#.. . -~ -;E~V"' 



\ 



15. 

16. 

11· 

20. 

21. 

22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 
26. 

30. 

31 . 

What were the bearing and elevation angles at neares~pproach and how 

were tiHtse values assess ed?. •• •• • (.r:t./(1.1Jf• • .tt'!1:[!.~11; • ~J• • ... ..... , •.,,.,,., 
····•·•••·•·•····•······•• ·· ·······•·••••••·•·•••················· ... . ... . . 
Was any met~od of propulsion obvious? •••... !Vc?; ..... . ... . . .... .. . ... .... . . . 

~~~~~:~.~~.~::~.~~~~:.~~~:~~~.~~~~~~.~~.~~~~~.~~. ~::::~~~~· ········ 
What was the msxi l!IUm and mini num angle of elevat)!>n (or hei ght. ~ 

estimate can be jus tifie d?) . ,O,qnt. ••• /.1'.: •.• .• 0. •• Af/:~~-~~ ... · ....... . 
Wnat was the a:a;xillUID and mini llUID angul ar velocity (or speed, F an 
estimate can be justified) ? If necess¥YJ CQ,GI'e wj f.h . t he IJ9V'}mant q.r, 

. . . v(l,.toc;~ «'J0c.u-tr !'p ~{/!~~ 

~,4._,;;~:;~;~~~ .tl~~j. ::~ : :qf.,;:0~~~:~~:.::::: 
Give duration of any stationary phases •. fjt ., !'f~~.(. .4-r'.~~('f.fl/..tt!.J~~ .. 
D 'b d · t · A'l 1 ~ve4- ;; ee- .4-~ /1 escr~ e any ev~a ~ons or manoeuvres ...• ,'1~{ ' · ••. '// ....... . '/ .· .... ') .-: .. • 

Describe any trail of exhaust, vapour or light seen ••.•.• ~~•••••••••••··· 
····•···············•·••··•·•·•···•···•·•••••••···························· 
l'lllere was the object last observed: . .1 1 ~/ L · 

· · 1~r~t""f 1 )J.rtP tJi ~tJrlltfCf 'lf}T/.JIIt 
a. Relet~ ve to your surroundwgs. · 1/:-t • f1L • • • ~ • f; J. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 (/ · 
b, Angle of elevation • • • . f.-r:l.'!-1 ••• <f.~ . ~ ··· .0. fs-d~: · :...: :: ·/L 
c. Compass angle bear .ng •.. . 4r .. J.J: • .e: .. w:j ... t:! .. .• .r~. 
What was the manner of~~ disap~earance?, •• l.f;r. ..... ~~~.~~~ ............. . 
. ... ~ lt.W:f~ .. ,t({[( .• '!; : •••• ............................................ 
Do you know of any associated pbysica evldP.nce (such as fragments , 
photographs. scorching, gr~d indentations, resldual magnetism or 

radioactivity etc.) ..••• ••• ~.~•••••·••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••····· 
....•.••.•....•...•... ..•.•.. .....•......••.... ••.......•.•..... .•...•....• 
State ~ training which enables observer to be reasonably certain of 

bi~her ability to ea~te sngl~s and angular velocity~5.", ."f!.ll:''Jt .• • •.•• - • 

.... ~~l(.(~f~ ... d:/r:':f!.'~.~ . '!.~.e.~ .. . ~l?f?{ .. :~.W! . ... ~~'!te~ 
Bow many witnesses to the sighting? .•••••. ~; .~ ;., •••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 

Do you know of witnesses to similar sightinga in the area? ...... !.~· ....... 
·····••·······•·•·•···········•·····•••••·•····••·••···•·•················· 
What natural pheno_mel)on (or phenomena) would be nearest to explaining your 

observation? •••• [od'kf .... ~(.~ ... c;/. .• • ~ ~¥/.'('!.: ...... 'Xi./ ....... . 
WhaJ 

1 
~~ ,e.U: ma~~aaons for excluding this explanation? . . • ·'/ ..••. ~~ ~ 

. .... '!· .................................................................. . 
Please ske~cb tbe light/object with all details. lf appropriate, sketch 
position and/or movement of object in relation to your surroundings. 
Use back of form. 

Signature, ••• ~~; ••••••••••.••• Date •.• /. i. :} .-.. ?/. 
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Part 2 - Unit Evaluation 

32 . The follo~ng military airc~aft ~ere in the vicinity of the reported 
UFO position nt the time: 

A/C type . ... . ':'f.f.:-.. . . . .. .... (1) •. • •.•. •••• . •• • (2) . .. . .. . ... .. .. . (3) 

Beading . •• • ••.. . . ..... ..... .. T • • ••••• • . •.•••• T . • •• ..• • •• . •. • • •• T 

Height . . . . • ...•.. .. .. . .. ,ooo ft ..... .... . . ,000 rt .... . • ,ooo rt 

Speed . .. . .... . . . . ....... .. JC • ••••••• • •••••• • K. ... ... . . .. .. . .. K 
ATD/ATA"" .•••• •. •.• .. .•• .•• hxs ... ... . ..••. . . hrs .. .. . . . . . .• • hrs 

33 . The following civil aircraft were in the vicinity of the reported 

OFO position at the time 

34 · 

35 -

AjC type . •.. . . . ~~~- .... ... ( 1) . .. . . .. . ....... (2) ... ..... . ... . .. (3) 

Heading ....... . ... • .. •. ...... T •• . •• •• • ..... . .•• T •••.••••.. • •.• . •. T 

Height . • . . .. ..• .. •. ...... ,ooo rt . ... . • . ... •. ,ooo rt . . .. . ... ,ooo rt 

Speed . .• . ..• . .... ........ . .. • IL . • •• • .. • . ••• .•.• K •...•....... . .•.. :k 

ATD / ATA* • • • • . • . . . • . . ••...• hrs ... .. .. . .•. . ... hrs .......... . .. . hrs 

*Give location of nearest ATD or ATA. 

Ob ' L t• L t'tud "?>r.s§_s L ·t d J<t''41,:;. server s oca J.on : a 1• e . •.. • .....• • •.• ongJ. u e .~ . . . ......... . .. . 

Give bearing and elevation of any planets and major stars that were 

~:n::a:n~;~~~~~1/~~~~ . ~~-~~ . ~~~ . ~~~~: ... ~~.~~~:. ~~~-~~~~~~~~ - ~~· ·· 
36 A meteorological balloon v;as released from •..... N/.J. ............... . 

at .........•.. • .. Z ••• Colour . . . . . . • .... . .. Weight ...............•... l!P 

Radio-sond~/radar**; Candl~/battery** (**delete as required) 

General wind profile .. . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . • • . . . .. ..•.........•.•.. . ..•.. 

MaxilllUJII height tracked . ... . ... . .. . .. . . ... ......... ,000 ft at .•...•.. Z 

Was it known to have burst? ......• . . .............. • ..... 

37 · The first significant temperatur e inversion was of .• . 3 .. °C at 

.,?. ~ .'/!:~ .. . . ft, measured at .. . .1.1.4 P. ... .. . z hrs from ... W?.'!'! .... . 

. /~~~-station. 
38. Any remarks on satell ites , r ockets, research bal loons, oooea~ , 

meteorites etc rel evant to t he s i ghting .. . ... ~/~ .........•..... . ... 

39. When an aircraft is a possi bl e ident i f ication, include radar trace i f 

40 . 
41. 

~~~~~~~~~-~~- ~~~~~~~;{~~~~ - ~~-~~~ . ~~~~~~ .~~~~~~ - ~~~~ . ~~~~~~~~~ -
................ .. ... ......... .. ... ....... .. .... ... .......... .... .... 
The cause (or likely cause) of the sighting can*/cannot* be determined . 

The obj~ct reported ?r~bly ~/may have been* (delete as required). 

.. f7-.. . -~~~- -~i,P.Vf .. ) .. '?r. .~ . . ~Y! .. ... .. . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . /:f..B:.V:L /1'1 •... • .. (Unit) ... //.£. 1?.~1/J'.-"1.~~~ .(Name) 

..... . ... ....... ?:f.fl./!~--:lf.J .~ .(n .to) ... . K;.r!0-:- .~. (R.r'' 
<: ~ 't1P~·tCT ED 
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llr T.J. ttoCoAker, 
14 Croudace Road, 
'i'DlCIJ"IA .!EIGHTS HS¥1 2301 

Dear Sir, 

'.'itb reference to your report of an unusual aerial 
sighting on 1~th ~~b 1973, it bas been determined that the 
cost -orobable cau3e vas ~ Hirago aircraft operatin, in the 
Sydney - Ri~ond area at high altitudes. 

Ir.V•' .. t.igation has re•r-"ale"' tuc. two Hi~ air­
craft were operating in the area stated during the time 
period of sight1~, but no civil air activity, satellite 
tracks or other phenooenon

0
are recorded. 'r.here was a small 

~ecperature inversion of 1 C at 2- }000 fact altitude evident 
in the Newcastle area, which would regult in ll moderate 
pollution levol belov that altitude. The Mirages were 
carrying out intercept training, using afterburners , and 
the moat logical explanation is +.hat you saw the bright light 
and red glov of one Mirage using afterb IZ'!ler dur1ng an 
intercept and subsequent high speed elimb. The pulsating 
effect is accountable to light refraction through varying 
densities of the lower atmosphere. 

We trust that this explanation is satisfactory 
and thank you for your interest. 

Yours faithfUlly, 

(G. J . ODGERS) 
Director of Public Relations 

lo 

\ 
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 
t 

TElEPHONE: 1 ~~~castle 65 1<:;, 1 

I>Uet.YOIJOTE 5j:t/~- (. '). 11 

~tal 
~;~;tment of Air 

Russell Cffices 
/)ft f' I CAKBERllA ACT 2600 

For Information : 

Headquarters Operational Co~and 

Headquarter s 
RAAF Baeo 
W~l NS/1 2314 

29th ~larch 1973 

REPORr ON UNUSUAL AERIAL S1GHTIHG 

1 . Forwarded herewith is a report on an unusual a2rial sighting, 
observed on the night of Tuesday 13t h March 1973· The observer , 
Mr T .J . McCosker, a sincere , sensible young man, was interviewed at his 
home on the afternoon of Thursda:t 14th Harch. Hrs ,,cCosl<er , who was at 
work during the interview was a witness to the sightinb• 

2 . The observer had gone out to the back porch at d.,l)proxir.;ately 
1900 hours , and just happened to notice a b~ightfia.shing light in a SSE 
direction . The na.sbing was continuous , and between flashes he could 
discern a dull red glow , about the si2e of a peppercorn berry. The 
object moved steadily across the field of vision, in a Westerly direction 
and finally climbed at great .speed till it was lost to view. The sighting 
lasted for 3 - 4 minutes and the object appeared to be at a great distance . 
Hr and l'.rs McCoske.r are both U"sed to aircraft :flying by at night , and in 
t beir opinion the sighting bore no resemblance to an aircraft whatsoever . 

3. Two 11irage aircraft were active in the Penrith/Richmond area 
between 30 ,000 - 32 ,0GO feet over the period of sighting but no civil 
air craft were flying in the area of the sighting. There was a 1°C 
temperature inversion of at 2- 3000 feet measured at 1100Z hours from 
\lli l l iamtovm Meteorological Section. There were no planets i. that 
posi tion of the sky , and no satellites applicable to the s i ghting. 

4. Ths most likely explanation is that the observer saw a Mirage 
aircraft executing a climb with afterburner, and was dead astern of the 

air craft . 

Forwarded for your further invast"-atio#(.-._ 
(A. r . BLACKBURN) 
Flight Lieutenant 
for Officer T/Commanding 



_, 
REPORT ON UNUroAL AmiAL SIGHTING 

Part 1 - Report by Observer 

(As a preliminary to completing this form, the observer i s invited to describe 
the sight ing in his or her own manner , using either separat e sheets or the back 
of this form.) 

1 . 

2. 

3. 
4. 

5. 

6. 

Name of observer •• :1/.~ ~ ~/!(~ .. ~ .~f:?; .. fJ?. ':~tl.~(~ ... .. . Age.~~. 
Address o f observer • . /<f ... .c.;:._,f!..f!t/J?.rf.(:.;-/i: . £.1! ... ::-(~~?/.-?.~ . .«~=t9i-1.~ '-341 

. . a{izr,Cjfj!;;:?_l?, • .~ · • · · • · · · • · • ·. • • · • • • • • .. .. .... ..... Phone • . -:77 .. . .. 
Occupation of observer • • t/. f{i?{ C..~~ .'-.~ {{ . ... . . . . ....... . .. . .. .. ... . ... . 

.. . / 17t'1J f-.1< ~ I b //1/17. 1 -?3 Date and t~me of start of observat~on .. .... ,.r. · . .. . .. . .... . .. .. .......... ~ •• t . 

How cert ain is the date? ~ lN T 1: 

How accurate is the time of start?.:::: ~: ~ : :~~~::::::::::::::: 
Duration of observation .... ~ :-:. 1': .. ~~ . ................... . .. . •..... , 

How accurate is your estimate? . .. ~ ......•.• • .........•........ 

Observer's location at time of sight "ing ••• ~ •.. 4-m~ .... .. .............. , 
. ...... ........................................... ................. ........ . 

How familiar is observer with this locality? •. ~ .. ~. ~.& . 
• ~--:?. ..•...............•. .. .••... . .••. . ...• . ............•..... •. 

7. Weather conditions at time of observa tion .. ~ •. ~ .• ~': .......• • . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
8 . Describe any aids/equipment used in tbe observation •.. ~ • ..•......•.•.. 

9. 

10 . 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Where was Cilbject f irst observed: 
/~ . ss -

a. Relative t o your surroundings . ¥-~ ... .... 7: . ........ . 

b . ~~~~·~~· ~~~~~~~~~::::: :;~;i~~;: ~:: ~ ::::::::::::::: 
c. Compass angle bearing •••• ·'»"~· ... ~~f.~ . ..............•. 

d. Bow accurate are these estimat e s ? • .• ~~.·~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.~~~~~~~: ~.~~~~~~~~~::~~: :~::: :::::~::: : ::: 
If one light/ob · 

a. How manyy ~w~er~e_tl~~':":':-

b . what formation were t bey? •.• •••••••.•••••• , ••.•••••••••..• 

What was tbe colour of the light or object?~~7.'!-'4~ .'1;-~~ft.MJ 
What was t he brightness? (Compare with full moon or common light source 
at state~ distance eg, ordinary street light at 100 yards) 

' . a.¥ ..<-d /. . • • • . . • • . . . . ~::'!"!. . ..•.... ~~ ~ ••••••.•.. . •• .. •••••. •..•....... 
What was t e apparent size at nearest a~a5b: 

a . Relative to Venus or Moon •. • ~.~.ft .~~ ..... . 
b. Relative dimensions in inches at arm' s length (about 20 inches 

from the eyes) • • . ~"'r:J.ft .~A . t-'. .";". ft~":Y. b;fr ,.J. /{.; ..:> 



What were the bearing and elevation angles at nearest approach and how 
~.., P "' ./,..,.._ / M-v't' M""Ui';;(. 

we.re ttlese val ues assesaea. . • •• • tr.. • p •·•••• • ·~· · •) •• , ... •••. •., , •., .... 

••··•·•·•··••····•··· ··· ··· ·· ··•···•·••••••·••••• ··•·• ··· ···· ············ ·· 
16. Was any method of propulsion obvious7 ••• <lv~f; .•••• •. ..••...•....• . •• .• •. 
17 • Describe any sound heard, including changes in pitch and \nt>!!nsi ty 

20 . 

21 . 

22. 

2). 

24. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •••• •••• • ••• •••••••••••• 1'111 fr:l;... • • . . . . . .. ••• ••• ' ••..•..•..•. •• 
What was the maximu-m and mini aum angle of elevation. (or he ight , if an 

estimate can be juatified?) •• ~~~ •• (-.1{~. r •• ~~ .~.S •• ~.C.~ ••• . •• . ....• 
What was the marillllm and mini lllllm angul ar velocity (or speed , i t" an 
estimate csn be justified)? If necessary, co mpare with the movement of 

familiar ob jects at stated dis tances • • M."':r.. ~ .~,V.~, .~ ..• 
. . of/¥:.~.~ -~!':-.~~ ... .. .... ............ ...................... . 
Give duration of any stationary phases •.•• ~~ . • •.••.•••••. • . • ......•. •• . 

D ' b d . t" ~~ esor~ e any ev1a 1.ons or manoeuvres . . , .• , , .•.• , . , , . . ................... . , 

Describe 8113 trail of exhaust , vapour or light seen. h.~ .... . . 
· ···•·•····• ········•·••··•·•·•·•·•·•·•••••••••••··•····•·····•••···•······ 
Where was the obj.ect last observed: _ t? 

a. Relative to your surroundings •. . C?Jf~'.··P;>./f., fl.:-!:. .• ~~~M~ .••. 
~00 b, tngle of elevation .....•.....•••.. . •... . .....•... . .••.•.• , . . . 

c. Compass angle bearing •.... 1-:-- .J..f!~ . .. ·••• ••••······. •••••••·• 
What was the manner of its dis~earance?,.~~~.N:: ~·;"n?A-;~ ... 
..~~/{ .. ~~~~.~ ... ~~~~ •••••••••...•....• . .......•..... 
Do you know of any associated physics evldence (such a s t'ragments, 
photographs, scorching, grow1d indentations , residual lllagnetieon or 

radioactivity etc . ) . . •• ~~••••··••••••••••••••••••••·••••••••••••••••·• 
····•· ••· ······ ···•······ ·········•·•····••····••·······•······•·•···•·•· ·· 

26. State any training which enables observer to be reasonabl y certain of 

his/her ability to estimate al"gles and 8Jl8Ular valocity ••• ~ .... .. ... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bow many witnesses to the sighting? • • • ~.~.C. .. ~• ••••·•·•• 
Do you know of witnesses t o similar sightings in the area? •••••.•.•...•. • • . 

...•.••... .•... ~.~~, •••••.•.•..•..••...•••. . ........•...... 
l'lhat natural phenomenon (or phenoll!ens) would be nea:rest to explsi.ning y.our 

/U-?.,_x_ observ-ation? .. ... , • . ..... . . .......••• , . .•••.•••••......... . ......... .. ..... 

What are your main reasons for excluding this explanation? ..• • «(tf: ...... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " ................................ . 
Please ske•ch the light/object with all details. 
position and/or movement of object in relation to 
Use back of form. l- f/2.A.L ~J 

Sio>ature, •• djl.'#.?.1::~~-., •. · · ••• 

If appropriate, sketch 
your surroundings. 

/5-3- 7~ Date •.. • ••• •...••.•. • 





)2 . 

33 -

34 · 
35· 

36 

37· 

38. 

39-

40. 
41 . 

Part 2 - Unit Evaluation 

The following militsry aircraft were in the vicinity o.f the reported 
UFO position ~t the time: 

A/C type •. /lJtf<fj;-?_ . .... . (1) . ~(~~- .. . (2) ..... . ......... (3) 

Heading· 71 .. : . '-{':: . ~ »· .. T . . .(']./! . .... ;1.-J.'?T. . • . • • . . . • . . . • • . T 
Height~ . tJ· .. ~-· .. , ooo rt .. ... ... ~.l., ooo rt ...... ,ooo rt 
Speed . . ~:>!/(~-.~.. ....... . ....... .... K ....... . . . . ...... K 

ATD/!M:' 'f.l~l? ... !f?P ... . . hrs . . trff'1 . .. ( f' l P. .hrs ...•...•• • .. hrs 
fir# 4: t.Q1 ' tlft'O U,un '-C /0 

The folloWJ.ng ci.•'il aircraft were in the vicinity of tbe reported 

UFO pos1tion at the time; 

A/C type ..•. t1//IJ ...... .. ... (1) . ..... • . ... • ... (2) ..... ... .•..... (3) 

Reading ..... . . .. ..... .. ...... T ••• •• .• ••• .. •• .•• T .•.•••..•• • •.. • •• T 

Height ................... 1 000 ft ........ . ... , 000 ft ........ , 000 rt 

Speed ..... •. ... .• . . .... ... ..• K ••.••. ••• • •• .•... K .•••.. •.•.••••••• K 

ATD/ ATA* ......... .... ....... hrs ............... brs .............. hrs 

*Give location of nearest ATD or ATA. 
Observer's Location: Latitude ... ~."$:~~ .. -? .. Lonsitude . ( .f/. ~ . ~~. tft. .. 
Give bearing and elevation of any planets and major stars that were 

in that portion of the sky at the time. By day, give location of 

Venus only .....• Y//i. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................................ . 

~·~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ·~~~~~~~·~~~ ·~~~~~~~~· ~~~~ :::::Ai~J.1.::::::::::::::::: 
at ............•.. Z ••. Colour ......••... .. .. Weight ............ ....• .. €!'J1l 

Radio-sonde**/radar**; Candle*'l'/battery*"l' ("'*delete as r equired) 

General wind profile ... . .. ... .............•.... ..... . .......... • ..•.. 

1la.xi= heisnt tracked. 0 0 •••• ••• 0 •• 0 • • • • ••• •• 0 ••• ,ooo ft at ... 0 •••• z 
'iias it knovm to have buxst? ....... . .......•...........•. 

The first significant temperature inversion ;vas of .... / .• °C at 

?~1~. :-:-·.~~ ft, measured at .....•... • ~~~ 9. z hrs from ... W~/!'! ..... 
~~ .....• •.. ...• station. 

Any remarks on satellites, rockets, research balJoons, oooet~, 

meteorites etc relevant to the sighting .. . ... ~/~ ............. ······ 
When an aircraft is a possible identification, include radar trace if 

available, and ascertain which of the aircraft lights were operating 

••••• • 0 •• 0 •• :"'.1.1!. 0 •••• 0 0 0 •••• 0 ••••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••••• ••• 0 •• 0 ••••• • •• 

. ...... ...... .... ... ... ..... ....... .... .. .. . ... .. ... ... .. . ..... ······· · 
The cause (or likely cause) of the sighting can*/c~ be determined . 

L~~~~~~;z.:t.::.4~~-

· ·. · ......... f!.'t;.,l!l,f:-./11 . ......... .... (Unit) . . . tf .. f. .. . ~~t(~-'J~ (Nrunc) 

... ......... ?-f tl. ~-.!:f-J.~._JD to) . .. . 1St6r~~- ~ .:1 

' 
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Mr J .V. Storey, 
1 Cib on ::itreet, 
Mmi.RLEY Ql.ll 4:505 

Dear Sir, 

~ith reference to your report of an unuJUal aerial 
sirhtinr on 17th ~~rch 197:5, it has been determined that the 
moat probable cause was eitter a ~eteorite or space debris 
enterin~ the earth's atmosphere. 

Presently there are 2902 man made objects in space 
and debris periodically burns up on re- entry into the earth's 
atmosphere. fhe time for apace debris or meteorites to burn 
up is extremely abort and would corregpond wit"! the leotth of 
time Of your sighting. The appa:rent green colour le a COIIII:lOn 
aetro~omical phenomenon which is attributable to atmospheric 
density variations , or when an object is sigbted low on the 
horizon thrOU4b ~ polluted atmos~ere. 

\97"3 

t,.e trust this determination satisfactorily explains 
the phenomenon that you aav, and we ~nank you for your interest . 

Yours faithtully, 

~fl-~ 
(G.J . ODGERS) 
Director of Public Relations 
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Pari. I - Tic~ort by Observer 

(As R prclininary TO comple Ling this for.:~, the 
observ~r in invited to describe the sightil'l!:l in 
his or hE"r 0\'!11 manner, usi q: ei thor separate 
sheets or the bec!c of this for:n .) 

1 . !1ame of observer . .rq.~if. Yl;l¥~ .81?~ .... ... .... ...... Age~? . . 

2. Address of observer.1 ~~~r. ~!~?. ~.1.?:-~ .. ~ , ~??~ ... ,,,,., .. , 
. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... , . . . . . • , • . . , . Phone . . . .. , . , . . . . . . 

3, Occupation of observ9r ..•• l~tm·J:~':l'. ,,, • • ,, •• ,, •.••••• , . .. , •. , 

4. Date and ti.me of start of observation. H)i\f"llftfl.9,7~ •• ~t .• ? .. 1,5,4I"J ••• 

How certain is the d.?.t.e? . ;oT;;~:Q.l,t~, , •••• ,,,,,, •• , • •• ,, , ••••• , 

How accurate i3 the ·~ime of start .F:!.f:U~'i, 9~q~:::., •. ; ~·. J ~- .~;:~·.;s,, 
E:I':r ll!H tilcr 

5. Duration of ob~~crvation . ~s. i"=.~~ ,1.~~c.o:~ .,, . ,,.,. , ,,,, ,, . , , ... 

How accurate is your estimate?, , , •. , .• , . , , . , , • , , • , , • , . 

6 , 01server' s location at time of sighting, .!!~~7 . . , ... ,. 

How familir:r is obsen-er wHh this locality? , ?'~;~~If~ .. .. , 

7. Weather condit:;.ons at time of ooseryation ..• , .~~~ll., ••• ,.,,,, 

.... .. ..... ..... ........ .............. , ......... ...... .. .. .. . 
8. Describe a:1y :.'litls/E:C}~;ipment nsed ir. the observatio-:1,;.mr:; , ..•• , 

..... .. .. .. , .. ' .... .. .. ' .... , , ..... . 
9. Where was object first o~served: 

(a) Relative to yo•Jr surroundin:_:s . lf~t .-: ,:4!"J .~I~<;;'J;O}.l, ..... 
315° (U.G) -2B5° (+ or - 5°) FRO!, .b.L~ Pll(l','OS OF '"EB J.:.-.... "l!UED f:U;,..·.:C ,s 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · PJV-t-•.J>..:\.t'R• JJ» ' • • • ' ' ' • ' • 

(b) ancle of elevation ,: •. "!. ~"'-"1.0'\ .s?: .... ,: .. , ........ : .. .. 
(c) con:poss an.::;lc bea!'in& .... A, ...._.,:vz .• ,., .•••••••••••••••.• • 
{d) ho'.7 acc'.l!':"l"\.e ue t.hese csti:ll3tcs. AC.~~ ,i!" , ~-!; ,0"f.: .5.

0
) ., •• 

10, \'ihat first a1.1;rnc-tr.tl oh~erveJ:•'s attC:!ntior!?~.·TG~~~ .Cl'. ~· .• ~.T . I.J:r.:r2 
AllD SP::!ED 0 .. ' '.I.'R.~ ', ~'L . 
I • I •• f I .. f f f f I I I f f f I 0 • • I I f f f .. I f t I f f • I ..• , ",,., . •. ,.,.' . ,f .. t 

11. If there V'O S more than one li.;ht/objcct: 

(a) lto\"1 many were t.hcre? . . . 0:~ , , ..... , . .. • • • • t • • , •••• , ••• t ••• 

(h) in ,.,lJgt fortolOtion were they? ., ,1!/.A.,, .• , ... , .• , •..... ,.,. 
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12, What VIaS the COlOUr Of i-he light or object? .... j;·o,;l~ ,, , , , , , , , , 

13. ?.'hat was the bri,shtness? (compare with full moon or comnon 

light source st a stated distance, e . g . ordinary street lir,;1t 
_ ) TR.l!TIC LIGHT 

at 100 yard.;~~ ......................... .......... . ..... ........ . 

14 . What was 1he apparent size at nearest approach: 

(~) relative to Venus or ;:oon .... ¥.-~~.~~i. y;:;Il}J~ ........... . .. 

(b) relative dimcn~ions in inches at arM's length (about 20 

• -r , 211 in DLu.:ZTER J.nche.§J .... rom the eyes) .. ..... •.•. .... ....••...•.. , . . . •.• .. 

15. Ylhat wei'e the bearing and elevation angles at nearest approach 

and how were these values assessed? ............ , ......... , .. .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , .. ........... .... ....... , ................... . . 
16. VIas any method of propulsion obvious? .•• ••• ]!9, •••••••• •• •• •• • , 

17 . Describe any sound hf:l<Jrd, including changes in pitch and 

intensity , .. , .... IJQ PP\Jlf!? ., ....• . . . . . .. , .. , ..•. • • , ...• • ...• , .. . 

18. \'.'hat v•os the maxi::o!lm ~md minimum an[t,le of elevation (or 

· . · ~ · + .., · , · • ) ? 5°1: 0 C!.r-.G.l:. -he1eht , 11 ?.n estll!l':! e c •. n be JUStlfled . .. ;; .. . ............ .. 

19. \'!hat v1as the m:n~imnn Hnd mininr.tm angulAr velocity (or speed, 

- if an estir.ntc cm1 be justified)? If necess3ry , compare l'li th 

the movement of f:::milia r obj-ects at stated d) stances .. e.oo. 4-;Q'IS, 

t f I I I I I f I I I # I f I f I t # I f t # I f I f f t f # I I f f I f I f f # I I I t # # f t f I f f f ' f I I I f f I 

20, Give du1·ation of <my stationary phases .• .1~0!9 •...•• . .•.•.• , ...• 

21 . Dc::;cribe an~· deviations or manoeuvres . . . • l~O~~ • ••• •• • , •• • • • •• • • • 

22 . Describe any trail of exhaust , vapour or light seen .. 1.r91~ ..... . 

·· ··· ··· ······· ·············· ····· ·· ·············· ······· ····· 
23 . Where vms object last observed : 

24 . 

25 . 

to your surroundings •. CJ~ ~ •• ~:0:!}, \1E' .2f'5? )JV) . l((;/'fFftf ..t)c-rN 
\f:I,P;?ro;. 

. 5° APPnOX 
ele\'9tl.on .. , ................................... . 

{a) relative 

(b) angle of 

(c) compa ss ~11 r:lc bo"rl· n" 0. BEMI.,G C::' 265° .AC . ... ~ .,::... t.~ ······ ...... . ............ ............ . 
Vlhat VI:'J.S the " · t. "' · '> v;.;;JSHED 1:1onn7r 01 1 .s ... 1sappc:arance . . ... ..•.............. 

Do you lmo·:t of m::r D{;!::tJC~n1 :o)r] physical edrl ence (such as 

· fra1;m:mtc, photogr::Jphs , scnrchinc., crouncl indentation!> , 

resicluol lll'l~n(!;i::~m or r~clitJact-ivity etc) • ..... .• J\0 ••• • •••• • • · • 

e 'l ••• e • f f I • e I f • •• e • • • I f 0 e e f f f • f • t f f f • e I e e f • e e e f • e I • I f I e I f I f f I • 
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26 . State ony training v•hich enables observer to '!:le rcasonabl~· 

~ertain of his/her ebility ~o estimate anzlen anu ongular 

velocity . . ::."!~ . ....• , , .•.•••.•.•....•.. , ..•..•......... , ..... . , . 
'Z7. Ho;-t many witness to the sighting? •.•••••••. !~~ ............ ,, .. . 
28 . D9 you lmow of' v1itnessc!:> to similar sightings .. n the oren? , .... 

• • • • • 11Q ' •• • ••••••.•••••••••• " ••••••• •• ••• •••• ••••••••••••••• • •• 

29. What natural phenomenon (or phenomena) would be n.::arcst to 

explaining your observation? ..••.•.••• )tq ]~4 •• ••.••.••• ...•••• 

30 . What are your main reasons for excluding this explanation? ., ... 

31. Please sketch the light/cbj2ct with all details , If I • 

appropriat e , sketch position and/or movement of object in 

relation i.o YO'lr surroundings . Use back of form, if ncc.•ded . 

\3 12..r<; HI 
C1 \ Ztc·~ l...l c, HI 

\ 

Siena ture .~~ •. ~~V. ~ ... 



/ 
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Part 2 - T.lr.it I:valnr:~tion 

32. The followinL; military airc~(ift were in the vicinity of the 

r eported UFO positio~ at t~c _ time: 

A/C type •• . ; :;!:1. , • • • •• • •• ( 1 ) ..••••.•.•.•.•••.• ( 21 •••• , •••• • •• • , • • ( 3) 

Heading ................... T •.. . •. • •••• , • . • . .... T ...... .. •.. , .. .... T 

Heieht ..••• • • • ••.•. . .. , 000 ft ...•.••••••..• , 000 ft . . •..• .• •• , OOOft 

Speed . ........ . , , . ... . . ... K . . .••. , •..••.•.•.... IC, ... , • , , .•. , .. . ... K 

lt.TD/.llTA-)11- . • ••••.•••••• • • hrs, .. , . , .....•.. ,. ... , hrs . ......... ... , . h!·o 

33. The followine civil aircraft v•ere in the vicinity of the reported 

UFO position ot the time: 

A/C type . . . .llf~ . . . ... : . .. ( 1 ) ..... • .• •• . , • •. .• : ( 2) . . . . ... . . , .... , ( 3) 

Heading, . . , , •• , .. . , ••••.. T .• •• • ...... : . • ... , •. T . .. , , •• • , ... , . , . , 1' 

Height • . .••..• , . •.. , • . . , 000 ft •••••• ,, • •••... ,000 ft . . .. , ..•• , OOC~'l 

Speed •.•.•.. ,, •• . .•...... J{ , .. . ........... , ••. •• . K .. ........ .. .... l{ 

ATD/ATA+' •.•• , •..•...••••• 11r-s • •• , • • , • ••••• ._ , , • • ltr:J . . • I.~, : . . .... hrs 

* Give locatio!'l of near~st ATD or ATA . 
" I /I 0 I II 

34. Q.bscrver' s Location: Latitude .??. }!. !-?. •• ~ •• LongHude .~S:? .1~ . ~?. ~ 

35. Give bearing ond clcvati on of any· planets and major stars that 

were in that portion of the sky at that time . By day, give 

1 • t- f V , 1 •. FUlL '.:0011 2oo0 "'"' 1 ° :SL£VATIOl1. tZGULUS 290° I& oca 1on o cnL2s on-J ~· · · · · -····· {, ., A!f .4./flO •... . ..... . .. . I . . . II · · · 
5° ELEVii.TIOU -

t I • f f f t f I f f f f f f • I f I t t f •• f I f f • t • # •• f f •• I • I • I • f f t f f. f f • I I t I f • f I I •• f f f 

36 . A meteorological balloon was released from . . . .••.. ~~~ ••... • .••.... 

at ...... ••... .• ,. Z Colour .. • ... , ..• • •••. , . , .• Weight .... , ....•.. on 
~·~ ..-;.,. ** ~-* 

Radio-son<'le /radar : Candle /battery ( Hdele~c os required) 

General '"':i11.d profile .~ I . .. • , . .• ..•• . , , ••••• , •. •. , I.,, •• .•• • .... I •• 

naximum hcisht trr~c'l;ed . . .. ... .. ........ ,000 ft ot . .... . .. ... ... . ,7, 

\'las it '<nov:n to h:1ve burst? ..... , ............... I •• • •• 

The first si£:nificont temper2turc invcr1.;ion wns of ., . rJPl . . . ... °C nt 

• (~;!. lo-f.:. !~ ~-;:--·.~V: T,f:i_Jf}:-nl'y~c}l,;.; t~. 9~~ ;!9~ . W~tl.l!)rs from .... .. . •.. • . 

• · ..•......•.. • . •... , :::tation . 

Any rcmnrk::. on s:11.cllitcs , rockc1s, rc::;anrch holloons , comets , 

t -t • 1 . . - P~G"OS 1 CC;UlJ) BS '<U.JED A7Bll ;,:;.-: :.'1_ 
me soon_ ~-~ c.c. xc: c.-v~nt to t:l.h(; ::;).J:ht1l"'.iT 0154 (L)t:~-. ,-;- , ;-;-. • • • · • • · · · 

AT 'i'.US J.'I!.:E , A...I::UTII 0~' P.:..GEOS 1 '.L~ 253° ,.:,;n EU:V OF 27° iJE,I.Dii!C 182° 

RES'l'niC'im> 
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39. 

RES~'!UCT:C:D 
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\'n1cn an aircraft is a possible identification , include rad'lr 

trace if avail'lble, :::nd a:;ce!·tain which of the aircraft lid'lts 

were operatir~c; . . , , ...... !1/~ .. , , . , . , .. , . . , . ..... , . , , .......... , .... . 

• • • • .. • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • f • ••• , .................................. . . . 

40. T.!le cause (or li'wly cau5e) of the siB}'Itint; can~/cannot" be 

dete rmined . 
POSSIBLY * * 

41. The ohjec1, reported ~:o~~ I¥Hl /may h:lve been (delete as 
' 

required) SOLE SORT OF RZF1...8C'I'IQ11 OR !EFRACTIOH C,\USED BY T!.JE FULL !.:001! 

";/HICH ·,/AS VERY CLOSE TO T.dE RZFORTED POSITIO!:r O!i' •r.u,. U. F . O • ....... , ............ .......... ... ............. , ................... . 
THB SrAR, REGUlUS , l~~ HAVE BE::;N A COllTRIJ3UTTITG FACTOR CAUCDiG Tit.. SIGH"i'TIIG OF 
THE u • F. 0 . I DUT Ti-iiS SEEJ.iS IT.PROBA.BLE 

. · .. HR. ,. f.:?-, .tY,~";/,6',, .. , .. (Unit) •• , /~A~ (r•c,,c) 

· · · · · ~ .~1. (.4,'{~~//.7.-! .. (D~te) ..••• f:~ .. . C?f/f. ............ (8~·-·:) 







,, P\~~1::, 
'-fo -A.':::.. 
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Mr K. Tyler 
21 Harcourt Street 
DONCASTER VIC 3108 

Dear Sir, 

With reference to the report of an unusual aerial sighting on 
lOth December, 1972, submitted by yourself and your wife. we regret 
that positive determination of the cause has not been possible. In the 
opinion of the investigating team however, the most probable cause was 
the sun Teflecting fTom two small aircraft operating from a near~y airfield. 

The time-lag between the date of the sighting and submission of 
the report bas precluded information relating to civil aircraft being 
obtained. QUite a number of privately owned small aircraft, however, 
are known to operate out of Lilydale airfield. and two of these aircraft 
flying in formation, is thought to be the cause of the sighting. The 
movement of the lights could be attributed to the aircraft changing 
po5itions and the appar ent speed combined with the disappearance of one 
of these lights was probably due to the change in its reflective angle. 

Normally. logical explanations are available for unusual aerial 
sightinga including; military and civil aircraft movements, meteorological 
phenomena, met eorites and space debris entering the earth's atmosphere 
and unusual astronomical observations . 

In tbis particular instance from your description, the position 
of Lilydale airfield and the act ivities of light aircraft from that field 
are deeaed to be the most logical explanation at this stage. 

We thank you for your report and interest in this mattex:. 

Yours faithfully. 

~~ r/r 
(G.J. ODGERS) 
Director of Public Relations 
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RO YAL AUSTR A LIAN AIR FORCE 

TELEPHONE: 690550 

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: 

"AIRCOMMAND, MElBOURNE('' 

'"' kfrl'l' ouon 5/6/1/Air 38) 

JI'\T I 

Depa~f Air (DAFI) 

I • I 
HEADQUARTERS SUPPORT COMMAND 
RAAF 
VICTORIA BARRACKS 

MELBOURNE SCI VIC 3004 

REPORT Oll uNUSUAL AERIAL SI GHTING 

1 . Attached is a report by Mr and Yrs K. Tyler of 
Doncaster VIC , concerning the sighting of an unusual 
bright light in December 1972 . 

2 . The report was received at this Headquarters on 
16th fuarch 1973 and C Int O' s comments appear on Page 5. 

(R~ 
Squadron Leader 
For Air Officer Commanding 

Enclosure : 1. Report by J . and K.Tyler 



RE:""'RT ('!! U1''USUAL AERil.L SIGR'l'lllG 

Part I - Report by Observer 

(As a preliminary to completing this form , the observer 
is invite~ to dcscrib11 the sighting in his or hP.r ovm 
manner, using either separate sheets or the b~k of this 
form.) 

1. Name of observer . . !~!'l!".'~~. :--. ~~r!·~ . .. !:I~S ~.···.·. Age • ¥.. ~-~.1 • .t~:>:p .... c. C.....l-:J 

2. Address of observer ... --:-.1 •• !".A.~~-~.z .... ~.:-.~~~ ..... ............. ~· · ···· ,--
"""!>?.."?':~:·."""..~~ • • • • •• '! '.~ .. P"l. • • •••• -?~~~ . ........ Phone .. . • ~~? .. ~~.~? .. ,t t~0/11 

3 . O·•cupation of ~bserver .:f':>;:-: ~ .(~!~.; .~1_~. ~. {~~~~ . : .\~ \,t:_:: & ~ 
4. ]'late and t ime of start of observation~~~n.1.(i#:.6.es-r:'~~~. J';1,1~;. !-t,·,q~ 

t · · th d t ? ,(I<.>&T{; ~~TAI'\l ..... 1 !low cer am ~s e a e . •• , ••. • :\: . . . .. .. , •••.••..•.•. • ••••••• , . •• , . .•• . _, ..., 
ci-te~« ·• ~,-.~"~' ~ "'"''"- <N"'-o.. '-"'......, •·~ . \ 

• • ? 4-0 f-"'' ( D""'1w..R..¥ .S.CM)•'f ..._. or-·c-~ 
HO'-· accu....-a te ~s the t~me of s tart . . , .•.•.•.•• , ••. • ...• • • \ ....•.• . . •.. 

5. Duration of observation ..••• . •• 1.1 .~~ ...... . ............... ... . . 
~..__. d.<c~ c...tc.t.k 

How accurate is your estimate? •..•...•.•••••••.•.•.....•..•...•.• . .•. 

6. Observer' s location at time of sight.ing .. .":'"! .. !' .. "" .. . '!L ._. .... ?.~ ....... 
1"-t -

. ~· .. ~~~~':~! . ~. ~! ·'·~c..~'!,'~;';~ ...... ·~ ! ~~ .. . .... ~ ....... . 
Bow familiar is observer ;;ith t his locality? .• ':'~ ~ :l . ~ ..... .. .. . 

7, Weather conditions at time •:f observation •. f :"!~ :. l;i?~; .. ~~?.".~~. ~.":t, 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • a e • • • • • e • • • • _. • o • • • • • • • • • e e • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • e • e • • e • • • • • • • • • 

8 , Describe an:y aids/equipment used in the observati?n ...••• ~~:-'.€; •.••••• 

. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
9. 1bere was object first observed? : 

10 . 

~· . ...c...~ .Jl rC'>'\-c.o~u.... ........, c~ c...t:.. ...... 
a. Rela~~ve to your surroundings.f; •.. • -t. •• ~l. ·•···· ·· ····•• · •••••••• 

. !\.P.~~~ : .. ~~l ~:. ~~ •••••••••••••••••• • •• : ••• 
• ~"Jf 

b. angle o£ elevation .. •• .••• • • • .• ~: ••• ••.•.•••••••.••••• ••. •••••• • • 
':::> 

c . c~mpass ang1e bearing .. . ... . ... . . . . .. .... . ............. . . ~···•·••· 

d . hew accurate are these estimates? ••.•. .• .• ••••• . •.•.• . •. ~· · •·•••• 

-..,-.V' b Pf"L._.d i:) k_ 
~t first attracted observer's attention? ••.•••.• . .••••••• . ••• ••.• •.. 

.. :----~.~.:~ . ~~:::! ...• •• .... . . .•....... •.•.•... •. ......•. . . .-•. 
11. xt: ~h.,.o.e "WOo<> more than one light/oll~e~ : 

a . how many WErr~:~ "tnt:.,...?._ .. . . . . 1-v:~c.,, ... ........... ............... , 

b . in what f ormation ·.vere ? rt0>:!.12..tiJlllL O O (!. 4 ' they .................. ............. . ...... . 

12 . What was the colour of the light or ~ ... f."-.''::'.' ... '7:'.':: ........ . 
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13• ~t •7as the brigh~ess? ( compare wit h fUll moon or co~n l i ght 

source a t a stated dista~cc , eg ordinary s tree t l ight at 100 

yards) .•. l; ~";~ .• . A. •• ~~~l .• ,i!.~·~ !i.r. · • ~T~~ . •••..• • . • · •. •... . .••....•.. , . . 

14. What was the a pparent size at nearest a pproa ch?: 

a . relative to Venus or '~oon ... . .. .. . ......... . .. . ...•.....••...• . .. 

b . relative dinensions i n L~ches at arm' s length (a bout 20 inche s 

!rom the ~yes) •... ... ! ~ ~~s.·~~~ .. ~0 • • ~ ..... 1 ... .....•..........•......• 

15. ~at were t he bearing and e levat ion a.~les at nearest a pproach and , 
how "ere these values a f!sessed? . . ....... : . •..••.•• ; . . ..... . . ...• . .... 

16. Was any method of propulsion o bvious? •... ~ •.• •• ••••••••••••••.••• .• •. 

17 , Describe any sotmd heard, i ncluding changes in pitch and intensity 

Nc. u.;. H6fl1:)> .......... ....... .. ..... ............... ...... ........................ 
18 • ".Vhat was the maxi= antl minimum SDg].e -ar e l evation (or height. if an 

. :10 0 

· estimate can be justified) ? ... • • . J.{: • • • ' ...... .. ... .. .... ' ........ .. 

19. '\'ihat was the maximum and minburn angular velocity (or s peed, if 

an estimate can be justified)? If necessary, compare with t ete 
~tft?~ H l'Ao'&-1> 1f'ol ~..,d.~,..,. ~c. ... f>lt'tiJ(L."'f 

movement of familiar objects a t stated dis tances .-'!-f';':-1 • •• ~':"~~ . :'~:'! . re<-N<LD<: 
\)~4 1rot.l lliot t\bJl\,PLANES Ovr ~~~ • .t-A W i.u.Ati ~'"'"''~1\:,.l.(" - ,..,...::: ~rcc i> t...;, A\ T"~rt,AJ)Ol·:.: 

-: f.f.q, •• ~~.-rt-~ .. 7~'!~ .. '1"! 1 ••• -r.e.~ •. r:.''i~r~~- ... . ....... . ..... . ........ ... . . .. . 

20. Cive duration of any stat ionary phas~s .•• . ";P.P.'~t •• ~ .~ . ;"';.:~., •••••• 

21. nescribe any deviations or manoeuvres .•. • <:.,t:,E; • • !>t;f,-.c.,f{ •••••••••• • • • • • • • 

22 . Describe any trail of e xhaust , vapour or light s e en .•••• f:~:-t . H~+fl: . •• 

23. Wherem.s object last observed : 
~ ~ £o.,;,l-' ~ 0 --.-..1r -

a, relative to your s urroundings ••.•••••••••••.•••.. • • · · • • • • • • • • • • • • 
~~ - u......,~ ~ 

b. angle of eJ.evat ion .............. .. ......... · · · · .. • .. • · .... • · · .. • · 
,) 

c . compass a~le beari ng .. . ..•.... : •••••••••...•••..•• . •.•.•.•••. .• .. ,.,"fc.,.,.., ... ~ rn~-r 

24. ·~t \..as themanner of i ts disappearance? •.• ••••• ••••.•.••• ••••••• ••••• 

25. Do you kno~ of any associate d physical evi dence ( such a s fragments, 

photographs, !?corching, ground i.nde:ltations , r esidual ~netism or 

radioactivity etc) ••.•••••• t'l,e ••••••••••• ,, ••• • , •• •• ••••••••••• , .••••.• 

26 . State any tra ining 11hich enable s observer to be r easona bly certain of 

his/her ability to estima.t e angles and angular velocity .. . ... ~~ ... 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 0 •• 

27. Bow many witness t o the s i ght i ng? .•.•• . ~ '~f .... •.. . ........... . ........ 
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28. Do you know of ~itnesses to similar sigbtings in the area? • • .. • •• : . . • . 

29 . r:11at natural ph'3nomenon (or phenomena) 'l'lould be nearest to exp aining 

your observation? .• ~~ • •.•••.. •• . • .•. . •••..••• •• . .. •. . •. • •.• .. . • •• .. ..,...,~ 
N c 0~.._ !so~~ 

30. What are yocr main r easons for excludi:lg this explanation? • • ..-~ .~ • .- "'-0 

ct--L$ - ..-.. '"' ""~t.~ ~ ~"-.-A - ~ ~ s............. • -rt. ~ .... ~--n 
. • •••• ••• •• • .• •. .• . ••• " ••• • •.. • •.• ;;.:..::._· ~ . ·~· ~· . ~.: ~- .•• . • ~ ~J 

31. Please sketch the light/~· wi th all details . If appropriate , ....:..... o..o­
sketch posi t ion a..,d/or -.;ovement of object in r elation to your ~·...,...,.,.c...., 
surroundings . Use back of form, il needed. ~t:......l ~"-0-__..,..., 

1't; 
t-1 <.- --'> 

0 o o I 
I,.) 

~ ' .. (' ~-··0 

o- · . .., o - _., 

Q < .. 0 <--· 0 

( .. 

0 

0 

. o"'" ..,e lc;st- s•.'fkl" .,f 
1"1..1. ,~.,, .. J c:l·~"'PI'""'r<d <L1r 3,.., ... ~ speed 

~ 

Signatur~ .•••• • J ..... :. ~:1 ~ .... ... . 1 l ' 12. 1'i{2 
Date . . ••••• , • • •• . ••..•••••••••. 



rs'\1>- ~. ,,rt... D~ I b~ s-n;,..._ .... ·· ~ .... 
"'d L,.~ W"O/l ~£o.! ... ~ G>..A lk pc....-t...o o-b eu.... ~ 
oY dt I Ho.-c.. Uik........Y 5: fr 1 ~""- ~o..o ~ • f:k ~ 't.: 1/~ 

J;;s ~ o.J,~ -+L._~ ~ ~ -tQ . ~ ~~ .s k.y. 
0-o t-lr 1..- eo.> ex. ~~ : ~\ ~ ~ .._lr b.~ ~, . 
~ ~0. s.~--~.M -b ~ ~~ ·~ ~ ID~ 
~ ttJ....- 9 ~ -&. ' ~· ·~ ~- ~~ ~ 
~lrw~) ~ ~ ~~ - '-"'- ~ ~~ 
~ . J lu..... ~C..<t..~ ~ t. ... .....e ''/ ~ +-..ro 
~ ~ ~v- r bo tL ~~~ <"t 0.. ~~ ~ ~"'j 
~ ' . 6\-.c o..G, 0 ~A..,..) {U.'- . 

~ ~~-h- '~ jlq_ ¥~ 
r~~ . 

~ ~~ .. ,_~L"'-k ~ ~~' 

~I ~ ~I,_,.__.J ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~~ G\~· 
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part 2 - Unit Evaluation 

32. The follo•vina lllili !.ary aircraft -:-ere in the vicinity of the reported 

UFO position at the time : 

A/C type . . ................ (1) .... t!~!".<f .. . . . (2) . . .. . .... .. ... . ... (3) 

Heading .. .• . •.•...•• . . . .•.. T • •••••••• •• • • •••• T •• • ••••••• • ••••••••• T 

Height .•.•••....•.. .. .. . .• ,000 ft .•..••.•. • . , 000 f t •• • • •••• · .••.• ,ooo f t 

Speen •.•• •• , •• •• .. • ••.••••• K .••• , , •.• • • •.• • •• K •••..••.•• ••••.• • ••• K 

A'J:D/ATA* •• ••• • • •• •••••••• • • hrs •.. • .•••• , •••.• brs .•. • •.•. . .•••• . . • hrs 

33 . The; followine, civil aircraft ~1ere in the vicinity of the reported 
• /1!'::7~y . C~T~a.t.tt./19l. ,II;' ;;::<,~"-..., ;,)•~~-:o 71';<'11'" r"b.t;,r 

lJ.F() position at the tlme : 4"' ~--.,.,~~ •S -t~..., cw ... v A~ , ,..,NT, 6'~--~ .,,.,Niti 
i>£:P"'A£r,£b, ·:;;.., ND ,.N~c.- ,-.~,. ,....._,8~. J"J 

A/C type . ••••• . •..•. . • •• .• . (1) • .. • •• .••• . ..• (2) •• • • • .••••.•••.. . . (3) 

Reading .. •••..•• •• •• •..••. .• '1' • • • ••••••• •••• • • • T •.• •••••• ••••••••• • • T 

F.eight .. . . . .............. , 000 ft ...... . . . ..... , 000 ft ............. , 000 rt 

Speed •.. .•.. .... •• ..•..•..... K •••••••• • •• , ••••••• K • • •• , • ••• , • •• ••• • • K 

ATD/ATA• .. ................... r.rs ............... . . hrs ................ hrs 

* Gi•te location of neares~ !J.':'D or !J.':iA . 

34. Ob3erver •s Location : :.<:.titude .. .. .. 47.ff.f ... .. . Longitudc .. (~·i.~~~ 
35. Give bearir.~ and ele•ation of any planets and major stars that 

wer e in that portion of .he sky at tnat time . -r>y da:;, give 

l oco.tion of' 'enus only .VF."'Il~ . . .-?#:' . . 9.~-?: .. t:'~- ~A.'\ ,.: :J ••• 1!'. . ~'.<>:<!~// 

36. A meteorological balloon was rele?sed from . . . .• . ~1t~~~tJ .... . .... . 

38. 

a t ....• q.;['tpR •• • • z. Colour ...• • . :-;-;-, • . • ... 'Ieight .. . •. • • :7 .•.. . ... . e;m 

Radio- sonde**/ra.dar**: Camue**fbat t er.Y** (**delete as required) 

· · .z._.,., 1'7'o/.o 3ot><> 
1 

:2.1<· Ito .:fL.....- be·~ fl>nt 
1 

.;!£i>I;Z.2. General ~n.nd proflle .• .• . •• , .. ,~ ••• .•.. • ••• o~.· •••••••••• • •• "/1 • ••••••••• I' 
/'t:>cc-,& 2!>o/t/O · 

Maximum I e.~.g.~-tt tracked . .. ......••••• . •. . ,GOO ft at •••••••••••••• • •••• z 

Was i"' 'mown to have burst? 

The fi~~~ ci~ifican+ temperature inversion was of • •• ••• :7: .... °C at 

• -~0 ' •• ··t, me<LS'.ll'ed at ... •• t?.£?.C:( ••• ••• z hrs fr:;m . ....••• ••. • ••• 
,-;- A1€'r. S.l'l"f' /d;lf'r .G";r-.:c-rs ~c-~ ,,,r 4v .. .J:"A.J'/&:V 
/{.ILL, fl . • · · · .. . ......... stat~on . J-11'&'u42J &. £""'il/('L7u,GJLY ...:;,nAC" .o._,~,~ .... n:;, 7'?f1'8 

~ ~;~~s /!':111!&~.,,_..., c::,-c.G..:. 

Any re~~s on s>tellites, rockets, ~esearch balloons, comets, 

meteorites etc . relevant to the sigh tine; . •.... . .. ~';~'; ... ·· .. ·· .. • .. • 

39 . v.hen an aircraft is a postiblc i~entification, include ~adar trace 
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if availa~lc , and ascertain -~c~ of the aircraft lights were 

I"~ 
opera tirlg . ..•• · • · • · • • • • • • • • • • · · • • · • • · • • · • • • · • · • · • • · • • • · · • • · • · • • • · • • • • 

40. T' c cat:se (o'" li':ely cause) c-f the sightirJ" taD*/can."lot* be determined . 

41 . The object repor . d probably was*/may J:ave b::n* (delete as required) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... .. ,. .................. .............. . 
,if .... -.c....Zj--4:.-.... 7 --?..- ..44-- ~..... ~~ ....~....,.. ........ «--......... e-Zff._,:..Le 

/c-ca .. ~ 7 ;r{. .e-~ -~ -ttkc,e.-..., -~P/ ._..<c~ 
·7-Gleo-·r<:d. a.tc~~ 74 a- A-;e.~ ~,....... ~~~ .-~ 

~~«- 4-,., k ..-. .. ~7 { -44. r~ J'7) ~-&- au.d _ 

()NG., 4aJ kt -<c. ~ ~-&A~ ~ 
/.U-<-"l-</C ~"<;.. ~~~....;. fJk; ~/'"""-~ ~ 

i ;A... ~~t~Jy Jf:e~r-e- ~, ~~);, ~ l. 
~,,_j;...,"~ ..;._ ~ ~~ ~~ A..~ 

../7 o/6:.. til .;4'r:7 ~ G?v 4-X- ~-..&~". 

· · · · · ·· • • · • ·· .. - ~!:C. ..... ...... (Unit) ........ ~~- ~~.t!~ . .... .. (Name) 

... ..... • ..... :C:~ ('(1-'!7! ••••••••.• (Date) .. . • .... . • -~-~-f? .. .. .... .. (nank) 



/.e.L rdc 7i-
9 c-: P /i,..; 17 ::r 6 

/.fcN'~-4 /#.ff 

VI'C~ 



580/1/1 Ft 21 (7A) 

Kr R.J . Sander a 
Duncana Road 
LEQNGAT& SWTH VIC }95} 

With reference to your report of an unusual aerial sishting on 
the 24th February 197}, it has been determined that the most probable 
cause vas a aishting of either the star CAPELLA, or the planet SATURN. 

During the time of sigljting, Capella was located on a bearing 
of }45°T at an elevation of 010° and a magnitude o£ ¢, and saturn vas 
on a bearing of }}0°T, elevation 0}2° and magnitude ¢. The apparent 
red and green colour c.hanBe is a collllllon aatronomical phenomenon 'Which 
is attributable to atmoapherio density variations and is often observed 
wen an object ia sighted low on the horizon through a polluted 
atmosphere. 

We truat that this determination satiafactoril7 explains the 
phenomenon that you •w, and we thank: 7011 for your interest. 

~/~ 
(G.J. o~s) 
Director of Public Relatione 
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 

TELEPHONE: 690550 

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS 
"AIRC01'11'1AND, 1'1EL80UP.NE" 

IN U'\.Y QUOTf 5/o/1/Air( 37) 

I 
At-I 

De~t of Air (DAFI) 

VICTORIA BARRACKS 
MELBOUP.NE SC1 VIC 3004 

'" "' • 1/.0 
111(\ i9T3 

UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS 

The accompanying report of an unusual aerial 
sighting by Mr R.J. Sanders of Leongatha VIC bas been 
examined by C Int 0 at this Headquarters . Comments as to 
a probable explanation of the object sighted are contained 
on Page 5, "Unit Evaluation"~ and the report is forwarded 
for information. 

~) 
Squadron Leader 
For Air Officer Commanding 

~ Enclosure: 1. Report by Mr R.J . Sanders , Duncan ' s Rd Leongatha 



1 . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

R.E:V·RT ('1! ffillJST'AL AERJ:.L S:TGHTTI:C 

Part I - Report by Observer 

(As a preliminary to completing this form, the observer 
is invitee to de-:cri be the sig.'1ti!l8 in his or her ovm 
manner, using either separate sheets or the back of this 
form. ) 

/' I -
l { ~ ' 1,.\ ,, ...... ,__,._,~ ~., .5 Name of observer • •• • • ••••.•.••• •.• ,~7 •. y,·, •••••• • ·f8e .......... · ~ .. 

/ 1-" '\ ~ J. 
!...ddress of observer . •• ,C.<.~ .. ~ ... ~ .~\< .. . -f. ~"!':-f./';; . ~:': . . P.":!<.·71J~.-... 

tJ . . . ~/ ") ·:r 
..••....• • .•••••••••• •. . . • :;; • • •.... • .••..••• Phone~.'-;"."; •. ":\.:-.~. 

C'cupation of observer •. ~:(~~ • ••• . •.••• • ••••••.•••..• ...•. •.• 

Date and time of start of observation • • •• •.. .• •...•• • • • • • •.. . ..•. ••• • 

!iow certain is the date? • • , •••••••• • •• • •• •• .• •.• • • •• •••• ••...•••••.. 

Ho~ accu=ate is the ti~e of start? .•••.•.• • ••••••••.•.•..•. • . • •••••.• 

5. Duration of observation •.•••••••• 1 • •• •••••• • • • ••••••••• • •• • •••••••••• 

Ho;. accurate is your estimate? • .•••••••••• 1 , ••••••• •• •• • ••••• ••• ••••• 

6 . Observer 's location at time of sighting •• . •• • .• • • • •••••••••••• . ••••• . 

7. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ) ·. . . ... .. ..... . . 
How familiar is observer l'li th this l ocality? •••• ~. • . • •• •• . ••• •• • •• 

Weather conditions at time -,f observation • • •••• £ ...... ............ . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... \,;. . . .......... ..... . 

e. ~~:~:~.~-~:~:':~~~: .~~-~-~: .. ·~)~'.::::::::: :: ::::::: 
~ere nas object first observed? : 9. 

......... ) ................... .. . a. Relative to your surroundings ••• 

. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~. 
b . angle of elevation .... . ... . .... . . ...... .. . • • •. • .. · • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • 

c . compass angle bearing·• · ···•••••••• ·• • • •••••• • • · •·••··~ · ~ ··· • · ••• 

d . h•~ accurate are these estiQates? •..•. . . • •.••.• . •.•••.•.••••.• • •• 

10. 11hat first attracted observer' s attention? •• • •••••..• •• •••.•.• • •••••. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
11. ~ ....... .,. ~ more than one light/object : 

a . how many wert! 'tnerc? . ....... . .... ... ......... .... . ~ ··· ·••• " ' "" 

b. in what formation ·.o:ere they? •••.• • .•••••••••••••• • .•••••••. • • • • • • 

12. What~ the colour of the light or object? • • •••••. •••••• • •••••. • •••• 
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ffilat ~r.1S the brightness? ( coopare with full moon or coCIIllOn light 

source at a stated dista.:::ce, eg ordL'l<lry street light at 100 

yards) ... .. ........ ···· · • · · · • · · • • • · • · • · • • • · · · • · • · · · · · · · • · · • ... .. .. . .. 

14 . wnat was the a~parent size at nearest approach? : 

a . relative to Venus or ''oon . . .• . .....• .... . . .......•.•.•••. . •• • ... 

b . relative diaensions in inches at arm's length (about 20 inches 

from the eyes) • • •• • ••••••••••••• .• ••.••••.•••••• • •••• • • • • ••• ••••• 

15. V/hat were the bearine and elevation a."lgles at nearest approach and 

how were the::-e values a1"sessed? . .• ••• .•••••• ••••• • ; . • . •..•.••..• . • .. 

16 . Was any l!lethod of propulsien obvious? ..•••••••••. • •••••••• • ••.• • •• • •• 

17. Describe any sound heard, including changes in pi tch and intensity 

... .... .................... ............... ........ .. ... ... ......... .. 
18. W'hai was the maximum and minimum an,gle:af el evation {or height, if an 

estimate can be j ustified)?. ······•·•··••··· · .. •• ••·••••·•• • ••.. . .• • 

19. What was the maximum and minimum angular velocity (or speed, if 

an estimate ~~n be justified)? If necessary, compare ~ith t b e 

movement of familiar objects a t stated distances ·· ··· ··· · • •••• •• •••• 

... .... .. ....... .... ... .. .... ...... ....... ..... ........ ... ....... .... . 
20. Give duration of any stationary phases .• • ••• ••••• ••• . •••••..• • ••...•• 

21. Describe any deviations or manoeuvres ••.••• • •.•••• • • • •••••• • ••• • ••••• 

22. Describe any trail of exhaust, vapour or ligh~ seen • • • •• •. •• •••...••• 

23. Wher e,..as object last observed : 

a. relative to your surroun.dinB's . .. •..•••....• ..• •... · · • • • · • · • • • • · · · 

b. angle of eJ.evation .•••••• • , ••••••••• • ••••••. • · · · · • • • • · • · · • • • • · · · • 

c . compa.ss angle bearing . .......•... . ••..•.•...•• 4 • ••• • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

24. r.hat \<aS themanner of its disappearance? •..•••• ••• •• • ••• • ••• • ••••• • • •• 

25. Do you kno~ of any associated physical evidence (such as fr~~nts , 

photographs, ~corching, ground indentations , residual magnetism or 

radioactivity etc) • ••• , •••• .• , • .•..•...•• • • • , , • , . . , .•• • •• • • ••.• .. . • •.• 

26. State any training 7hich eO?bles observer to be reasonobly certain of 

his/her ability to estimate angles and angular velocity . ••. • • ..•. • . • •• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
27 . How many \7i tness to the sighting? • • ••• . •• .•. • •••••••• • •. • .•. • • • •• • • • · • 
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28 , Do you Tcnow of wi tnesses to similar sigrtir;gs in the area? . . . . • • • • .•• 

29 . linat n?.tural ph~"noc:enon {or phenor.ena) would be nearest to exp .aining 

your obs~!"Vation? •.•••..•••.••.•.•.•.• , . •••. . ,, •. •..•...•.••.•.•. . • .•• 

30. \'lhat are ~·our main reasons for excluc::ing "this explanation? •• •.•.•. • ,, . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
31. Please sketch th<? light/object with all details . I! appropriate , 

sket ch posit ion ;);;·~/or ::ovecent of object in r elation to your 
surroundin8s . Use back of form, if needed . 

Signature ••• •• • • .•.••••••. • •••••••• •• Date ...••. . •••••• • .••• • .•• • • • • • 

. ss t Hf&& 
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Part 2 - Unit Bvalua.tion 

32. The follo,,·ing military ai:-cra!"t were in the vicinity of the reported 

UFO position at the time : 

A/C type ••••••••••••••.••• (1) •••.• ('(!':-•.. • .• (2) •• • • • •• •. . •••• •••• (3) 

Heading ••.•.•.... . ••.••.• . • T ••.•• • • • • • •• • ••• • T •• • ••••••• •••••••• •• T 

Height ••........•... • .. .. . , 000 ft • .•... . .... , 000 rt .•.•••••...... ,ooo ft 

Speerl • . • • •• •••••.••.••.•••• K • • •• • , , ••• •• •• • • .X • • ••• • • , ••••••••••• • K 

ATD/ATA* • •••• , •• • •• • • •• • ••• hrs ...•.••. • ..••.• hrs •. •••••. .••. • •••• hrs 

33. Tht. follo.line civil aircraft ~1ere in the vicinity of the reported 

UFO position at the time : 

A/C type .,, •• •• •... • • • ••.•• ( 1) ••••• ;::~<-;, •• •. ,. (2) •••••.•.••• ••• ••• • ( 3) 

Heading •••...••••••••••..• •• 'I' •• ••• • • • ••••••••• T •••• • •••••••• • ••••• , T 

Height .•...... . ... •. .•...• , 000 ft . • .. .• • •..•.•. ,ooc ft ..•• . . • ..••.. ,000 ft 

Speed., .•••••• , . • , • . •..•.•.. • K • • • • •• • •••• • • •• • • •• K •• ••• • •• ••••••• •• • K 

ATD/A~A>+ • ••• ••••• • •• • •• • ••••• hrs •••.••••..•.••..• hrs •.•• • • .••.••••.• hrs 

* Give location of ~earest iTD or ATA . 

34. Observer's Location : L2titude ••. • • Ji.S::.fJ.s .•. •. . Longitude ••. !.~ !>.-.<L;~-= 

35 . Give hearing and elev'ltion of any planets and major stars that 

11erc in that portion of the sky at ti>Jat time. By da:; , give 

{

C/!PcuA ~ .. oto' •"S "'',u; o 
1 ti "' • 1. if'! .,4:Zoo £~":"' $1Vv~ 3Z8"' c;~~" >"$ "'"fl o oca on o~ enus on y . • . • • • • . . • • . . ~7;.~w·•11j;..• ·, /.! ·~;.,; • i · · · · • · · · · 

36. A meteorological balloon was rele?sed fro~ . . . . • ... • ..• tl~~ . . . ...... . 

at ...... . ..•..•.• z. Colour •.•••. ••..•••.•. 7Teight • . • ~ .... -~. grn 

Radio-sonde**/radar**: Candle**fbatterY** ~et;-as required) 
____:----

General ,.lind profile . . .... · ·~· · : .•.•..•...•... • ......... •· ·· ••·· ···•• 

Maximum h~~~ • •...•.. . . . • . • . • , GOO ft at • • .. .•. •... ... ...•. z 

W~wn to have bu.rat? 

37 • The fi:t:st ~ignificant temperature inversion was of . .. • (~ •.•• . °C "'t 

v '• I). • •• • ft, meas\ll"ed at . •.••• . ••••..••.• Z hr's fro~4 . ..... . .....••• 

•• ... ............ station . 

38. Any re~:a on s~tellites, rockets, research balloons, comets, 

meteorites etc. relevant to the sighting ........... ~~~~ • . .. ....•• . ••• 

39 . 1'/hen an aircraft is a pos:dbl" i. lcntif.ication, include radar trace 



40. 

41. 
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if availa~lc , a.'Jd a>ccrtain .. hicl: of the aircraft lights were 

opcntitlg .... . ...•.......... • · .. .. . . . 1'::'./1.... • ......... .. .... .. , .• .•... 
~ e ca~se (or likely cause) cf the sighti'~ can*/caru1ot* be deter~ned. 

The object report•d ~ 1 

•

1 ls :es*/may ~ve b:~n4 (delete as required) 

G?.d".eu.-9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... .. ... .. ............................ . 
L_.,e~ 1 ~~ ~ z;_,._ 7 ~ e~.,....-r"'"- c:u_;c ... .('c 

~ ~~. ~q~~~.. ~.c, ~.c. ~ 4..:&~·t!i'* /.a.:-..:: 
..t~~ ~,a c(~ ~~ ~~ ~4-e:l .~ P- ..uf~o_ · a 
_/~~"/ f67W ,;/;, ~~ ~ ~~v A,,_ ~- 7 
U ...C:<-~a, A•..a4 A.. ~ o/ ~~~~;._ !1:.5~~ ?) &B::_ 

-/ f'fo•.,-
~ (----~~ ~c~ 7 ft.- ~ p_£ A"" y~&.a ~--
...(~ ,J::Zp.dt~., u....a ,_,;k £;;.._ - ~c.r:;. ~~.u.,. ,.kc.7 ?£. 
fn<--<·~ o-a.:~~. A ~ ~ ~ ~-~e' r~-c~~ 

_a-a, ~" <AA~.-C.I!'-r..-.......~ ~ - _.at.._/'"~'~<'C -7 ~ 
-t-~ t'<O'..., ~,~~~ ~~ ---~ ~ 4'-Z?... r7 ~- :· 
;f~ to/'$f1a-,-4.~ 

fo:'t'~71 
-?~ ~a.-,71 

c~- ~.J/~ 

~- ~~~ ~ 

c:r-r~/~~ 4~-~-~. 

..- ~~_..._. .7Z-«tc.C ~ 

4- ~..._ 

hJ~ &V' /~ /~G4~ 

L2.~ .--t .. d 4 ~ ,_/'~- ~ ,d. A.,/ ?v~ 
~~ ev c.~t: c~-J ~ ~- ,.,.. ft._ ..../P~?'"" 

~ ~~ --~-.;n-·........ ytt_._ r~ ~-

-<~,~. · ~-~d. ~u k 4-. ~~ A....., ~?...4(/'J 

• • • · · .... • · • • f.'?. f .<; . ............ (Unit) ....... . . :1': If. .. 1f.~(. • • • • . {Na.mo) 

• · · · · · • · •. & .n:./Jff /.! ... •., ..... (D!'I.te) ••• • ••• • ••• #.'Y: . ~~ ....... (Rank) 
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560/1/1 Pt21 (6D) 

Hre I. Copas, 
1 Birrong ?lace, 
CHARLESTOWN NSW 2290 

Dear Hrs Copas , 

~--~-----

Vith reference to your letter dated 11th April, 
we are pleased to report that a check of civil aviation 
recorda show that a anta~ aircraft arrived at Sydney from 
Honolulu on 7th April at 06~0 hre. This indicates that 
your observation on that morning would have been of that 
aircraft . 

Thank you again for your i .nterest . 

Yours faithfUlly, 

/g 
/;::_ ~ 7 

(G.J. ODCERS) 
Di~ector of Public Relatione 
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580/1/1 Pt 21 (6A) 

Mrs I . Copas 
1 Birrong Place 
CHARLESTOWlf NS\' 2290 

Dear Mrs Copas, 

With reference to your report on an unusual aerial sighting on the 
10th March 1973, it baa been determined that the cause was a Q)lNTAS aircraft 
(QF 151) from Tahiti en route to Sydney. 

Normally, logical explanations are available for reported sightinge, 
and investigation of your report covered HAAF and Civil airoratt movements, 
planet/star positions, meteorological phenomena and space vehicle movement. 
From these theories, only two were applicab!•· These were the position of 
the plane~ Venus (azi.lm.lth 095, elevation 10 , magnitude -3) and the 
position of the QANTAS aircra.1't. From the subsequent telephone conversation 
between Sqn Ldr Egle and 7ourself the probability of Venus being the cause 
waa discarded. 

From your description, the "ah.iny metallic silver" object corresponds 
to the aircra..ft, and the "cloud of vapour" behind the object was a condensat­
ion trail caused by the 8%haust gases of the jet engines meeting 
atmospheric conditione euitable to produce this phenomena. At the time of 
aigbti;g, QF 151 vas flying at approximately 38,000 feet altitude on a track 
ot 237~ and about 95 nautical miles frcm your position. 

We trust that this explanation is satisfactory, and thank you for 
your interest. 

(G.J. ODGERS) 
Director of Public Relatione 



TElEPHONE: Newcastle 65 1~21 

IN R£1'LY QUOT£ 5/2/AJ:r( 18) 
I 

The Secretary ./ 
Departntnt of Air 
Russe],l Offices 
CANB;'falA Af:r 2600 

For/ Information: 

atadquarters Operational Command 

REPORT ON UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTING 

Headquarters 
RAAF Base 
WILLIAMrOWN NSW 2314 

15th March 1973 

1 . Attached is a report on an unusual aerial sighting, reported 
on the morning of 1oth March 1973. One of the observers , Mrs Isabel 
Copas, a very level headed, mature woman, was interviewed at her home on 
the afternoon of 12th March. ~~s Copas and the other observer, her 15 
year old son Barr y, are both keen amateur astronomers. They had an 
excellent telescope, a Tasco 6T, fitted with a 12.5 lense, at their 
disposal. 

2 . The sighting was made at approximately 0530 hours on 10th ~larch, 
the household having been woken by the earth tremor approximately 20 minutes 
earlier . Hrs Copas and her son were on their back porch watching the 
dawn break, and noticed a bright light , metallic silver in colour, just 
below a patch of brightly coloured cloud. They watched througb 
binoculars at first , then brought out the telescope . The object appeared 
crescent shaped (see sketch) and emitted a stream of vapour. It appeared 
to be moving at great speed , althouth there was little change in position. 
The time of sighting was checked on the lounge room clock. The object 
was visible for about 6 minutes, and finally faded from view as the sun 
rose . 

3. There were no civil or military aircraft active ~t the time of 
the sighting . Venus should have been visible, bearing 95 at an 
angular elevation of 75° approximately. However, when questioned on 
the position of V nus at the time of the observation, 11rs Copas bad 
been unable to loEate it . No tempera~ure inversion was recorded over 
the period, no satellites were visible in the general direction of the 
sighting , and no meteorological phenomena were reported to coincide with 
tbe sighting. 

4. Because of the proximity of Venus to the approximate position 
of the sighting it is most likely that the sighting was in f act Venus, 
distorted by some extreme meteorological condition. 

5· Fmard•d fo' yo= 1\athor inmtigation . ~~ 
(A . F . BLACKBURN ) 
Fli ght Lieutenant . 

REs-- I=" 0 for Officer T/Comma.lld1-Qg 
Rl:iS'rlUCTED'-
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REPORT Olf UNUSUAL AE 

Part I - Reoort b, 

(As a preliminar/ to completing this fo~ 
the sighting in his or her o~ ~er, w 
of this form. ) 

mlk~1. ~J, 

1. Name of observer /!1.1!-.$ ... .I.$' 
2 . .Addr.ass of observer .. . Cf:>.~~~ 

0. 0 •••• ••••••••••• •••••••••••• 

3 0 t
. . b /-to M . ocupa 1.on 01 o server .. .. .. .•. 

4. Date and dme of start of obae! 

How certai:~ is the da:e? .. 

!low accurate is the -;il:le c 

5 · Dux·ation of obsel'\'!rtic-n .... C ... 
How accurate is your es-;ic 



REPOR'I' ON '-'IffiSU.U. AERIAL SIGHTING 

Part I - Re~rt by Observer 

(As a prelininary to completing this form, the observer is invited to describe 
t he sight ing i n his or her own manner, using either separate sheets or the back 
of thi s form . ) 

m lk.-rtitJ.. ~ lf1J. /J. y c.. 0 ~If s 1 s-

1 . Name of observer /!I.~.S .. . .t:~./1:1!>.f.? ... C;.O.I!.1? .. ..... .... .. Age ...... . 

2 . Ad<U:<=ss of observer .... Cf.:>. ~~.'-:~":'.~. f?.'!.t.G. "~· f::tfl(l!f..'-;~ rP.~v.A/ ... . .. . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 'f.$.~ '!.~t .. .... Phon~ 

) . Occupation ol' observer ... lf?f:f.~ .. 7J.tO.'.ti-. -~ ... fJ. S:}J.C? ..If./1 .~ ...... . .. 

4 . Date and time of start of observation . . l.l? .. tr'fb!... 1.~ . . .. ... ... . . . . ... . . 
Ho':':' certai.1 ia the date? ... 6!..Y:t.~f .. .. .... .. ..... . .... .. 
Ho"l'/ accurate i., the t ime of start? . • C,.J:'~~ . . 'Y.'.'(I-f . . <; ?.0.~~ ... . 

5. Dura t ion of observation .. .. 6 .. l~f1Yf'.tf.- .S: .... .... ..... ... .. .. .. . ... . 
How accurate is your estimate? .• !/.. f-71-s.tJ.'Y~t,. Y. . .. ~ ?'~Mf: . . 

6. Observer' s location at time of sightin g .. A-&t?v.ti:. .(J;'J>J?~f . . . . . • . . 
. .. . • 0 ... .. . ... . . . 0 ••• 0 .. . ... .... . 0 .. . . . .. .. . . .. . 0 ••• 0 • • ••••••••• • •••• •• • 

How fal!liliar is observer with this locality? . .. .1.1 •. X~ . . ~ . . . . 
. . . .. /?:f:S.(Pfu~?. .. ~tv .. . <;1-(~t.~T.P.o/t<:~ ••. .....• . . ... . . 

1· Weather condi tiona at time o.f observation .. . c;.,t._ ~ •• • &..t; J-7?/. .~-:'< 
.. l('.~.y . . ':-.'.~('-!/. . . 4 :1-:5D9.t;.. . . ,q-t._ ().Ci]? . . . ... .. . .. . . • . . ... . . . .. 

8 . Describe any aids/ equi pment used in the observation .. :!"':1'/-::i~ .Q .. . ~Z'" 
-rcz_ c;;s c. o;PG w rr!-1 I'J._ ·.r LE-Ns ~ 

.... . . . .. . . . .. ....... ... . .... . . . .. . . . 0 •• • •• •••••••••••••••• • •• • ••• • ••• 

9. Where was object first observed! 

a . Rel ative t o your s urrotmdings . . • . 'J?V.~ .. ~·:·?/. . . ... . ..... .... . 

b . 
···· · · ·· · ·· · · · · · ·· ·· · · · · ··;.;~· · · · ~ ··· ···· · ······ ·· ··· · · ·· · 

Angle of el evation . .. ·~;,· .... / f. .. .. ...... ..... .... .... . .. 
c 1 b . q (}" ompass ang e ear~ng. . . . . . .. . • . ... . . .. .... ... . .... • . .. . . • ... . c. 

What first a•tracted observer 's attention'~ .. ~~"V.G .. ~.4P.':'V. .... . 
. . f:'? ~.i'.l!J.(.$ . !l.f. . . S.V(I{H,~ F, . . . . . . .. .. . .... .... . ....... ..... . .. . . . 
I f there was more than one ject: 

10 . 

11 . 

Bo"' accurate are these estimates? . g. f:r.~ f!~ !f:t?.'-:'1 .. ~~ ~ 

~- How lllhlly wer 

b . I n they? . . .. . . . .. . .. . ... 'I>NP1"11.2.'JZ.' · • · • · • • • · • 
What was the colour of the light or object? .. ~~IAL.Yl".~. ~.~~~ .. ~?w;'(' 
What was the brightness? (Compare with full moon or common light 

12 . 

13. 

source at '!. stated distance, eg, ordinary s l:rs&t light at 100 :raxds) 

... ~~?if:. ~~~r: .. ~. !.t??? . . Y.~?. . . . . . .... . .. .. .. . .. .. .. . . . 
14. Wha• was the a?parent size at nearest approach; 

a . Rel ative to ,lenus or Ja!oon .. . ... . . . . .. . . .. ... . . . . . .. .. . . . · · · · • · · · 

b . Rel ative dimensions in inches at arm ' s length (about 20 i nches 

f rom the eyes) .(~ ~T. .4-.0:''ff-. . f(~ .~ . . ~.~ .. ~~(c;~ !-'J't'~$ . .V.!JtfJPvt< 

What wer e the bearing and elevation angles at neares t approach and bow 

wer e these values assessed? . . . 1?.-ii-/o/f?·((l(R§>, . .1/1/. . s /7-?rt~. ~r.W~ 
. !?fl.>. ~~ !'!'!.,. .11--5 .. (;p_~ .. f. .. . .1M P.V.~.. . . .. . . ... . ... .. . .. . .. . . . . . 
Wes any method of propulsion obvious? . . !=:,.'?({P .. tff7 .i((lf;t!~"~ .ft.{ f.''!. C~"7'c.~ 



17. 

19· 

20 . 

21 . 

22. 

23. 

24 . 

25. 

26. 

27. 
28. 

29. 

30 . 

31 . 

Describe any sound heard, including changes in pitch and intensity 
#CMI5 

••••• • •• • • • • •• •••••••••••••• 0 • ••••••••• • •••••• ••• •••••••• ••• • • ••• ••• 

71hat was the maximum and mini.I!lum angle of elevation (or height, ii' 

t . t b . . ·~ ')? tv.ljf an es :una e can e JUS1a~..;.eo. . . .. . . f 1 ••• ••••••••• • ••• • ••••••••• • •••• 

V.nat "1BS the maximum and minimum an£Ular velocity (or speed, if B.''J. 

estimate can be justified)? If necessary, compa~ with the t!Ove-

'!1Elnt of fann.liar objects at stated distances .. 7: F.":G. 'R :'1!.0.'[. t?.'!?J:(/?t?;{E 

/1(1.~. 01!~~ .. {~ ~~ ~$(!'!'/. . . lf. .. ~~y .1?!/f:C?. !~.t?.V.~P.v.T 

G .. .I-t· r t~· h /f!A _ve ~a ~on o ~~y sa ~onary p ases ... ............ .... .... . .... . 

Describe any devia~ions or manoeuvres .... . . ~J.'/1 ................. .. . 
De:scribe e.ny trail of exhaust, vapour or light seen ..... .1-!f./f.C:t!J!.., .. 
MetM ~rn-.'1. !1-!(~(-<1'. ~1.4 ~ Pl<~t~t; . ./~. ~((11.)1. .. • .... . .... ...... . .. 

Where was the object last observed: 

a . Relative to your surroundings . . f? f?J fl:t.A(f;}?. .I.II!. "Jit/7!(~f.':S.~T?.C:~ 
V IP • 

b . Angle of elevation:: . . ·· ··· .v .;~ · · · ·;;.:.;;;;.:C~{./i~,;/{ · · · · · · · · · · · 
o . Compass angle bearmg ...... 'f ....................... r .•••••• • • •• •• 

What was the manner of its disappearance? .. f?tJ?SiJ.. f!!.f?~ .. t(l.ff=:f'!. 
Do you know of any associated physical evidence (such as fragments, 

photographs, scorching, ground_indentations, residual magnetism or 

d . t · ·t + ) /VONt: ra ~oac ~v~ y e.c ... .... . ... ....................................... . 

State any training which enables observer to be reasonably certain 

of his/her ability to estimate angles and angular velocity .. ~.&?!/;( .. 
,.,r.<T?f~<;, ~. ~ .. W.~~~-. ~.t7f':l.~.'r0..~ ... .... .. . 

How man;r witnesses to the sig!ning? .. . T.~ ?? .. .............. . ...... .. 
Do you knoYI of witnesses to similar sightings in the area? .......•.. • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... /':( t?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 
'llhat natural phenomenon (or phenomena) would be nearest to explaini!lg 

your observation? .... !.19.~.~ .. . ................... · ...... .. . · · · · · · 

~~~ - ~~~-~~~.~~~~-~~~~~~~-~);;~~~~~~-~~~-~~~~~~~~~~ ::: :::·:··· 
Please sketch the light/object v~th all deteila . If appropriate, 

sketch position and/or movement of object in relation to your 

surroundings. Use baek of form, 

:iP;nl:'.tur0 ........... .. ........... . .. .. Dat.., • ••• • • • . • • • • • • • · • • • • • • • • 



/ )2 . 

RF!>T:UCTSD 

Part 2 - Unit. Eval~tion 

The folloring military aircraft wer e in the vicinity of the reported 
UFO position ~t the time: 

A/C type .· .. · .~('. f:-.. · · ...... ( 1) .. ... ... · .•... . (2) ......... .. . .. . ( 3) 

Beading . . . ..... ....... .... .. T . . .... . •.. . . .... T ...... .... ...... T 

Height . . .. .•. . . .•... . .. . . . , 000 ft. . . . . . . . . . .. , 000 .r.t •••• .• , 000 ft 

Speed...... . . . . . . . ........ . K... • ••.•..••.... K ••• . ••• . . . • •••••• K 

ATD/ATA"· •.•.•• •..•• .... •• hrs . .. .. . ... . .•.. .. hrs .. •• ... • •. •• . hrs 

33 . The followin.; C:Lvil aircraft were in the vicinity of the reported 

UFO position at the time : 

A/C type . ... N~l: ... ....... (1) .. fRf/r( .. . (2) ... .f'f~/ ..... (3) 

Beading. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . .. T •• . •• ?-:f .f. ...... . T ••••.• ?.'f. 7 ... ... T 
) '\ 

Height ............... .... , 000 ft .. . . • · .. . . ,ooo ft .... . , .. ,000 ft 
;> ) 

Speed .... . . ... .. ...... . ....• K ••• •• •••• • •• •••• K •••••••. ':£, .. .. .. K 

ATD/ATA* · •.....•.. .. ...•... h:rs .~.~~.( • ..• hrs.f'f. .. ~ .. ?~ .. hrs 

*Give location of nearest ATD or ATA. 
() I ,J ; 

34 . Observer ' s Location: Latitude .~-?-.. . ~ ... .. Longitude 1.~1 ..• !f.'! . . ... 
35. Gi<e bearing and elevation of any planets and major stars that were 

in that portion of the sky at the time. By day, give location of 

Venus _3!J.lY· . . . V.F:r': !".~. -:-.. /3.~;-~r~CJ . . r~:~ //rt!('.t-. 'l:~~ •. t!?-.0.'.1r~o./f: .. 
~ .lt(t??'?J.< ..... P/.~ ...... . ..... . . ............................. . 

36 A meteorological balloon was ;r;eleased from ....... ~/Jf'. ......... ..... . 
at ............... Z ••• Colour ...... .. ....... Weight .................•. gJII 

Radio-sonde**/rada~*; Candl~/batter~ (**delete as r equired) 

General 19ind profile . ... ... . ...... . ........... .... .. ............. · · · 

1!aximum height tracked .............. ........ ...... ,000 ft at .. .... .. z 
Was it kno~m to have burst? .. .. ........................ . 

37 · The first significant temperatur~ inversion 1vas of . •:'(/.~ .. °C at 

· · ............. rt, measured at . .. .... ....... . z hrs from ............ .. 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · .. .... statio,. 

)8. Any remarks on satel lites, rockets, research balloons, cooet~, 
meteori tea etc relevant to the sighting .. . -At f!{'{f fS ?-~1(/fi!(! .. . · · · · · 

39 · When an aircral't is a possible identification, include radar trace if 

available, and ascertain which of the aircraft lights were operating 

..... ... .. ....... ..... ~(fl. . ..... . .......... . ...... ......... ...... . 
••••••• ....... .. 0 ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• •• ••••••••••••• •• ••••• ••• • •• •• 

40. The cause (or likely cause) 01~ the sighting can"/c~ be detemined. 

41 . The object reported probably was*~-R">"e \rse!'!* (delete as required). 

· · V.lf.~f1~ .. .1?/.<i:T.~f::r~ ... ~ .Y. .. S'~f'!.t:. ~P:"!<:--=:t?~.t!!~ .P.i)_'.'~ .. C;f-:-:~~r~IW 

. '· . · · · · · · · · · /f.~.o/f. (lJ, · · . .... ....... (Unit) . . . f/.. f .~~~(1f'. ~~~~ .... (NOJ;le) 

• •• • • • 0 ••••• ·! <f.IIJ/ff{_~,((,l f./.~ .... .. (Dat ) ... .f::_L r:. ?. 'f ............ . (Il >Jl ' 



~ ?rt-1/,J c; # + 
~----------~~~~~ 
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580/1/1 Pt 21 (5A) 

Mr1 I,G, Alemp 
10 The Eaplanade 
SURFERS PARADISE QLD 4217 

Dear Madam, 

2 1 tvlAR 1973 

With reference to your report of an unusual aerial sighting on 
the 14th JarJ~JArT 1973, ve regret that pes itive determination of the cause 
hal not been possible, although in the opinion of the investigating te~, 
the moat probable cause was a privately operat~d helicopter. 

Your report coincided with another report submitted from Cool­
t.J181Ltta, and from these description~, an itinerant helicopter, 1olbieh was 
not under IIUrVeillanoe by the Department of Civil Aviation, is the mo•t 
logical explanation. 

OD the evening in question, the airport control personnel at 
Coolansatta ceased operation~ at 8,}0 PM, and therefore no activity aft~ 
that time is recorded. Additionally, aircraft may legally operate in the 
Gold Coast area belov },000 feet altitude vithou.t bei.ne under the control 
of Brisbane Air Traffic Control Centre. The low altitude at which the 
''aircra!'t" '4S sighted would be due to the adverse weather conditions 
prevalent at the time, and the light source was probably from the heli­
copter's searchlight, 

We trust that this explanation is aatisi'actory and thank you 
tor your intereat. 

Yours faithfully, 

/!-!~.)~ 
Director of Publio Relatione 



~q.))l \' 97 ~I c~t) 
DZ~ 1\ \n"' 7':> 
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 

TELEPHONE: .._ SwiC.~ 60),1 I ..:X • ~ v~ neaa.qur.rter::; 

~pm:tment of Air (D:.FI) 

!lea.:lq1.1arters vp..--•io .. cl. Co~a:~d (Attn: CIO) 

All'LIFIC.ll'ION CF \TFO I'.EPOh-T 

I:efcrer.ce : A. S'Z.T/5/9/Air (105) dated Btl..Lla.rch 1;)73 . 
:3 . relecom D/DA.1;1J: I -R and ?lying Officer Z--:an 14th lmch 1973. 

1. l'urth.:!r inv ... ::;tigation reveals ti;.a.t t .. e o .. ly b:o~m aircr&.f't operating 
:u: t o area, a.ccordi."lC to :OO.A reco.!.'ds , mLS a :00- 9 "':1'-..;ich departed COOLA!IGA!.I.'TA 
at 201/K , bou.~d for SY1ITSY . 

3. b'l:l~c ·•~s.ti il'l .. s _ll. conzain mo:!:e de-oe.!l w~ -re;... ..c .. 
~ .. , ._. !<e U'-t....:e 

!Ly tk~o.:.. 
(!'. - . DA ... ., ) 
.E'lyi ' l?i Office:r· 
for Officer Comma.. dlne, 



lr I ")~ 7-' 

\r..__... ~ !<:\ \.\.~ (, '-"'; ) 
~~ "' t; "'"-7~ 

~., ~ L' ... .. ~""~- A-~::: .-~ <;;..c.. ... -:-, -..c:;.\. 

SJ...o~~ .. X- ~~- ~c.-~ ·~ 
&!. ... 10-iO . .....-t' '0> \0\ - ~ ~ V0 .X 
~ ~"" uo..-~,__.._ J c ..... - '-'""'._~ ... -' 

..... ~ C4>~ 

'"'"'" ~~ 
......._c;_-,c....\ 

~~~(\ 



Mr R. Nicol 
176 Wyon~ Street 
KILLARNEY VALE NSW 2262 

Dear Si;:, 

With referenc~ co your report of two unu3ual sighting& on 
14th and 15th January 1973, we regre t that positive determination of the 
causes of the signtings have not been possible. The most probable causes, 
however, were : 

a. a privately owned helicopter operating below controlled 
airspace, arul 

b. unusual light reflections. 

Your report coincided vith another report submitted from Surfers 
Paradise, and from these descriptions an itinerant helicopter, wQicb was not 
uuder surveillance by the Department of Civil Aviation, 1a the most logival 
explanation. 

On the evening in question, the airport control personnel at 
Coolaugatta ceased operations at 8.30 pm and no activity , t herefore, was 
recorded after that time. Additionally, aircraft may legally operate in 
the Gold Coast area below 3,000 feet altitude without being under the control 
of Brisbane Air Traffic Control Centre. 

1a the opinion of the investigating team the most probable 
explanation for the second sighting was moonlight being reflected from pools 
of water lying adjacent to the road. The varying distances of the pools of 
water from the roadsi~e would account for the staggered effect of the lights. 

Ve trust that this explanation is satisfactory and thank you for 
your interest. 

•Yours faithfully, 

d_/~r 
(G.J. ODGERS) 
Director of Public Relations 
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5/CjjA,~..~ 70 f:.!. N /(5" 

ROM ~· [t 
E ~ IREF .. RE CES 

~IJ,t-16 ' ,'tut 73 1/dSC 
TO . A'"l'ENTON ¥>14fA. (..2'1~ 

S.r:u2c 7AIZ)" /Jc.I'At!.7AJeN7 {)~ At A- ( ,J41="!) 

SUBJECT 
114.(1 ;7~ 

/.IFO ,C!i"!'c·~7S 

SIGIIA1URE PPINTEO 'lAME RoNK APPOINTMENT p,.. - I 

llx.tt.C Y: J/V--"t~ /J7 l)A\.'t~·c N ru7 t.W JV j tl .~0~3 
1- tY' 





12. 

13 . 

R ~· >'l'F! CTI:D 

- 2 

\'lh~t was tlle colour of 1 he ligl1t or object? • . :~~c~ .... 
What 1?13 th~ br ... ghtness? (ccmp9re with full moon Ol' como1 

liGht source ·d. n stated nista'lce, e .., . ,r.Hr::~ry ztreet lic',t 

at 100 yo.rd:;,) ... ~ .. ~.~£,.·1.1 ...... ... .... . 
14. \','rot was the npparent size at neares"t approach: 

(a) rclo t ... ve to Venus or ~:oon .............................. .. 

(b) rclati vc dimemsions in inches at arrn' s lcng h (about 20 

i11Cltc1· from the e;res) • . . ••. . •.•.•...•........••. , . ...• , .• 

15. What were i,!Ja bcarir.s anrl elevation nnglc > n7. nearest. approach 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19 . 

and how Wc>l e these values assessed? •.•.••.. .. . . ..... . •.•. •.... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ·~_· ......... ...... . 
\/a::. any me "11od of propv.l~ion ob\ i our..? ••• • 041 {("'. ......... ..... . 
nescribc any nound he'::.lrd, including chang€is in pH ch and 

i 11 t e11 sit y . ......... . ; .... , . ....... , ... , . ~ , ... , •. , ...• . ...• , .. . 

V!hnt '",:je the m:.x.1. ... ~1m 3.Jd .niu imum ar-o;le of elcva1 i OP (or 

height, if an estim·:·e con be justified)? .:Z6-P.#··~·. 
''.'hat \'l:lS the F.nYimu"l «nd l'!inimum angular velocity (or speed, 

if an cst1mntc c~n1 be jus+ified)? If' necess3ry, co""p"rP •;.i' • 

the movement o ... f"miliar oi.Jjects at stated distances.~. 
4tJn-N../k~.M.4J.I.~~J~.~.v.~.~ 

20 . Give duration of ~ny stationary phases ...• • /.!(If. ••.. , .•. • ••.•. 

21 . De:ocribc any Jcviations or mar-oeuvres . ...• • /.v.(l,. .•..... •...•.. 

22. Dcscri be any hail of exhaust , vapour or lig~t. seen. N /,/.,.., .. .. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • , •• • " •• f •• • ' ' ••••• • • , , ' ••• f • t • 

23 . VlllCl'e was obj ct last observed : 

rclativ~ . h:':--. . .... . 
angl(: o~ 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) compass :ttl ';le b(!::r·i 11'" • • •• , • • • •••••••••••••••••••••••• •••• 

24 . Whet w s the r:;::mncr of its disapp~~r2nce? .. . . ..•..•.... ...•... 

2?. Do vou kno·u o., r.:j• nc~oc.!;:;•~d phys.ical evid~nce (~ch a::: 

frac,rncntc, pl 01 or,r~ph~, <:Ct')rchinr, ground ll.de!lt:~tio s, 

l'csidual m'l•ncti::m or r•td1'.lac'fivity etc) .................... .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " .... ............ ...... .... . 



26. 

27 . 

28 . 

F'":STTIICTr:D 

3 -

Si:'lte ony training v•hich enables observer "':o be rc .. ~onnbl·• 

certain of his/her ebJ. ... ity to estimate an"'lcc 1 d :;m~l;tr 

velocity .. .. .M 1.4-. , ..... . ...... .. ... . . ..... ... , . .... , .... . .. . 
!low many witness to the s.tghting? , .• • !J/.1~ ·h· ·~ ~{'Vr'--/ 
Do j'OU Jmo.v of ;·1i tne~;~c~ tc similar :-ibhtir '3 .Ln tl .:: orr::,· . •.• .• 

f # f 0 # f ~ £ . s. f # f f If 0 t # f f • fI t If I f It f f f f f Iff f I f I# f I I I# fIt t f f f t 0 f 'II 

29 . '.'lhot l'n turnl picnomenon (or p!J.enonena) ·: t l d hP r>, "•·es• to 

c:xpl~ ining your ob::;.:rvotiDr.?. ~1/ftrf' .f:44t:ro.j~, . 
JQ , l,''ll::tt _::::-~ ;,,Ul' Tjj'•in r~CSvllS lOL CXCltJ\lj,l,Z u}ti::; expl'~TIOi"iOn? .,, , , 

· · ·· · ·~ ·· ···· ····· · · · · · · · · · ··· ··· ·· ·· ·· · · ······ .. ··········· ··· · 
31 . Ple:atH~ :;1>:c1.ch the ligh t/objact \Vith all details. If 

appropriate , s:\etch posit)cn and/or movement of ol.Jjcct i!l 

:relatioll 10 yo'lr surrounuings . Use back of form, if needed . 

Sjenature . . . 9:. f. .. at r.rf ...... . Datc .. J. ,-; .. :Z.. 7 3, ........ 



- 4 -

P urt 2 - •Jr.it. Sv:-~1 'ltion 

32. The follo;·lin : mil itary a i rcrr.f-:; were in th vicinay of t i1c 

reported U • ir n at tho t i rna: 

J../C typc ... N.(I.--; ..... (1) .. .. .............. (2 1 .......... ..... (3) 

lien cline ...... . .......... T .... .. •.•.•. , .•.... . T . .. ..... . . , ....... J. 

Hnieht ...... •. ........ ,ooo ft ....•. • .•.... • ,ooo ft .. . .• • .••. ,ooort 

Speell ., . . . ................ K . •.••.••. . ...•. , ...• r~ . ...... , .. , .. , .. . , rc 

J\TD/ATA·'~ . .. , . , .. • .. , .. . hrs , ..... .. . .. . ,. "' •.. . 11 [ ' ~; ., .. , ..• , .... , .lu n 

33 , The follov·lu~ civil ::ircra r·t v•ere: in the vi ci l'i l.;r of the rc!)OJ +oJ 

TJFO pos Hi on ot the tim~: 

A/C type ..•.• N", (.f.:-: .• . It /{I!.L:f. ( 11!.?. ~. ,. ( 2) •.••..••••.••.• ( 3.) 

JJeaclit1g,. , .•• , . , •.. . . ,, .. T •.•• ~ ...••. , • • .•• • , , T , •. ,,, •• , •.... , .. 1· 

He iL~ht . .. .. ... •.•.•.•• . , 000 fi. . •• . . ... , , •• . , . , 000 f t • . , •..•. . , OOC!:'t 

Speed . . , . , .•..• , ... , , .. , . IC, • , •.•• •. • , .. , •. •..• . lC, , .. , , .......... !~ 

J\ TD/ /"' T A,. •• •• , • , , . , . . • •• , .ltr s . . . , ~ , . , ... , , . . . . . lir :J • • , • • • • , • • ••• hr ~ 

r Give loc;;:ti o!'l of nes.::-~z;t .l.TD or ATA . 

Yr. O~scrver ' ;; Loe:atlon : Lztitude .J..~ P. 9. il.Q .5? .. Lon.:;itut:: (f}.f..f. 4:f?.f 
35. Gh·e bearing a-nd clc-.·~t.i on of any· planets ar!d r.::1jor s tors th:d; 

v.ere in thot portlor! of the ::.}:y at that ti.rr.:: . ny dl3.j , r-ive: 

lac~ tj on of \'ct.1us or,l:l .. . ... ,. ., ,. ,., . . , .. ,, z . ............ . .... ,, •••• .-

It t It t I I It I It t t f I " • I • I t t t t o o It t I ~ t It I t t t I I It I It I t t t t t I I I .. It o t t • I t I ._ I' t • It I t It t 

3b. 1\ n:ci.corolocice.l k.lloon n<"~s released fro:n ... ~~~·:. 
at ...•••. ••• . •.. . 'Z. Col<Hn' • . •••• •.. • ~ l'.'c5.:"tlt •.••••••••.• fll 

• ;f~ ii· ~ ~·X -1.-.>1 
Had1 o- sono e I rarle.r : Gandh /llattcry ( ** del~ Lc as r•enu ir<'u) 

Gcntral -rri1:rl [J,.'O.file ... ••. • ...• .•• , , •.•••••• , .•.•.•.• .• ••• •.• • · • · • 

J!axim\..rn hr:i t;h t tr'lc~;:ed •••••.••••••••• , • , 000 f L il t ... •. •• •.....•• . ,. 

vbs i I. '<ntmn t c ll:IVC lru:rst? . , ... ,,., ... ,., .. · • • • • • • • • • 

37 . The f'ir:;t :::i t;ulflc.nt tcmrcJ·n~ure im·cr:,ior ·: .• o .•.......•.. "c n 

· · · · · · ........ .. ft, ::~co ., 1 cd ~t .. ......... . .. Z hr. fr·~ .•.••..•.••• 

• • • • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• ci" n t; ion . 

.. , CO a0 '! 1 



39. 

m;s~fnTGTED 

- " -

m1cn on ai:.o"cr·lft is n poo::;i:,lc idcntifJ.cation, include r2d"r 

tr~CC if OVaJ.l'll'lC:, -::nd a;·ce!""!:aio \'•h.ich Of the Olrcr.P.ft ltehts 

,.,e,.·e operatitjs, , ......... ........... . ............ , . . ......... , .. , .. . 

. VIi.. A;J?..c.-.l!,,ti:::T ···················· ................. ........ ... ............... . 
( 1 · 1 th · h t · • I -~< 40. The cau:-;e or ::'<c- '.' cat1sc) o.r 'c :;:::. ; 1.n, ~ cam ot be 

determined . 

41. "'; .. The ol, •c!. reported prohably l'l?s may hove been (delete ::~s 

rcquh·cd) 

.... .............. ... ................. ,._ ....... .................. . 

/,2, IV . P. 7. JA v ISOA/ " ' 
... . ... ' • I ' ...... , ••• t t ••••••••• ( U!ll t) I t .. , • • • • • • • t .••• , •••••••• ( L ~ I 

...... / .. ~~!.~ ............. (l',te) ........ ,.;.£.~. (fC,"' ....... ([. •'.) 



\ 

- 5 -

39. •;:hen on ai!"'Cr'1ft is a pos:li1)1c ident.ificst.on, :~.ncluuc rad'1r 

tl"['CC if ovail~ble: , C!ld 'l:;Ct:!'tai ~ '; hich Of the Oi.!'Cl"Rft licht::; 

\'lere opcratir,s . .............. ............. . . . . . . . ... . .......... ... . 

VII.. Atll.vi!At:T 
· ······· ··~······· · · .................... ... .. ...... ...... .. ...... . 

40 . The caus e (or l i'wly c'"v:;e) of tile ni ... :ll".in ~"/cannot~ be 

detemined. 

41. *; * The ol. c ', reported prob:....bl y \':"' s may }l:lve bee.. (delete os 

reqllircd) 

t <f ... ,. t 0 t t 
0 

~ 0 t ~ f ' .... f 1 t .. . ~ t f.#". f f .. t f f f f. 0 f f t f "t t fIt fIt' f. t .. t t t t 0 t t f 

AVISO,..f ..... . ...... ( r .. ) 

~ . ........ {r ,) 



-
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48 
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• f) 
.!!:EPO.E'L Ol' UNUSIJP.L AERliL SIGHTING 

Part I - Report by Observer 

(As a preliminary to completing this form, the obse~~er is invited to describe 
the sighting in his or her own manner, ·~sing either separate sheets or the back 
of this form. ) 

1. 

2 . 

J. 
4· 

5· 

6. 

1· 

e. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

liame of observer. l;:o~c::t .... ~ \<;:'P.h-: ... . .......... Age.~ •• 
Ad(-~ ., :>1 o.,s .. rver .. \-:7.0 .. YJ'-;f.<?."':"g. R::\('" .... ~ ......... ~~ 
..KYl\A-~~% ... \lq\q,. .. ~~-.N~~W ..... Ph34'.~ 
Occupation of observer.~~~~ ...... . ..... .. ........... . ...... . 

Date :and time of start of observatiordA ~ . .\.4:: '");?, ~ .. <:=\ :~.~ 9,. ~ 
How certain is the date? .. ~~:(r:\ \:\:'~ .. ·e.· .............. .. ~ 
Hov.• accurate is the time of start? .-:\Q .. ~~fu\\') .. ·"'\~~\~ 

Duration of observation .. ?c:=?. :-. ~~-. ·"trV)IJ.~$ .. ·.o·. 
06 

••••••••••• 

How accurate i s your estimate?C.6R\1\'\ .. TQ . .'y\n~~Y.\ -~~'1\:\\.\~ 
Ob~7rver 1 s locati~. at time of sighting. rr .. ~~S).E?R ... . .. . .. . 
. .. \OO~out .. !-.-ooJ.as~a.fuir- .0-\o\ ~ : .................. . 

fi017 fC~~Dil~ is obse~Bf; V.ith this locality? .................... . 

. . . q \JJ~ .. ~')l.rfo..\. ( ..... ·~c..: ........................ . 
Weather ~nditt~ at time of' observation.\.'() .. W&c\ ,.~~ 
.S.K~~·l· \~.y .. C'ah'Y.\ I ........ . ...... . ...................... . 

~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~-~~.~~~.~~~~~~~~~~::::::::::::::::::: 
~~ere ~as obje~t :irst observed: ~ 

a . l)o;.lati.ve to yo:u- surround~)~S.:~-~-4 .. ~~ .... .. 
. \..'~:OOA\~\_\a. .. A-\K1Cr .'l. ................ fa ......... . 

b. Angle of ele-Pation: .... (~~ .. O.:- \O~ .. ~.df.\ ... .. 
c . Compass :angle beanng ... '· QT .... ~WY\ .... ~\V\··· ...... . 
.d. Hor. accurat~ are these estimates? .q~~\Q ... ~ ....... ... ... . 
W~flf"~ att~cted obsen;• r\~;ttention? .. . .. . ..................... . 

. . ' .. . ll\.C\~ .. . 0~ .. \~1.\ . . . . ............. .......... .......... . 
If there was more than one -~fit/object: 

a . Row many were there? ... l:'•\.\Q .": .. ' ........... ...... ........... .. 
b . I n what formation were .;hey? . .. N.,.C\.~ ........ U:.:;...::·tc_:J····· 
What was the col our of the 1 i.ght or obj ect?~~~ .\H\:;\1 .. ~~/ .. · . 

13 . What was the brightness? (':ompare with full moon or common lieht 

14. 

15. 

16. 

~t. ~~¥'~ -~· (av. .LvuJ. . 
so~t ~teHdi t~~heg, o:rdiml;re&~t 1fi~g G1 . s) 

ra~ fie apprr n e at I .1 ares appr ac : \ ~ ~~\')( 
a . Rolativ, to •••~ or MoonM . .J~.~l\: ~:\!9~"\S 
b. Relative dimens~~~ in inctes at arm's length (about 20 inches 

from the <>yes) . oor: .. k:tb\\lf\, ..... ....... .......... .. .. .. .. 
'.'~at were the bea:r:1ng and elevat:i)n angles at nearest appro "~ ana how 

were these values assessed? . ~~- .. ~{"'>~ .\. :. · · · · · · · • · • · · · · · · 

~~~~ • ~. ~~~~. ~~ . ;~~~~~~~ . ; ~~0~ • : : ~0 ~: : : : . : : : : . :::: :: : : : .. ..... . 

j 11. Doscri be 
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~~~;r~~-~~~~ -~~~-~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~ - ~~ -~~~~~ -~~~ -~~~~~~~~~- - 0 

'llhat lfSS the maximUI!I and ~ angle of elevation (~f· heignt, if 

an estimate can be justified)?N0M....p·¥A.W. . . N\t\.~AW. 
What w&s the !!laximum and n:inimum an~~ve oci ty (or speed, if an 

estimate can be justified)? If necessary, ifmPt~with the ~~~­

"@Ynt of fwli~~bjec~~t l~ ~1YAW:! Nt)~\\(J'. ~'\. 0\l\1-:-
.\DOO(~ tt£tnOO .. ru .. . \·~ .\ .. .;iJ.-.~ ~ ....... . , \ ~ ~ ........ ... . 
Give du.·ation of a.Yly stationary phases.~.~-MW~.\tt~ .. ·~ 
Describe a:ny deviations or manoeuvresSM\::\~ .•. \<0 .. ~l~.~J!3 

~~~~~~~~-~.~~~~ - ~~.~().~~~~~~~ . ~~ - ~~~~ - ~~~~ ::::::::::::::: :: : 
Where was the object last observed~"-----' C', 0..~~2'\) , 
a . Relative to your surro~dif~-~~ . .-t..J,~Q.. ;Y\J.~~. l'S-JKU.~ 
b. An&le of elevation . . . Q ~ ~ :CtS~) ..... ............... .. . 
c. Compass angl e bearing .. ~T .l<.»:\}J ...... .... . ·..:..:...;.:..lo ... . ·c· .. 
What was the manner o.f its disappearance?Qfcd\.\Clt .n.t.\.~ .l~J:O -'~ 
Do you know of any associated physical evidenj~~~~~ragments, 
photogra~h~, score~· g , ground indenta_¥?ns, resi<\ual magnetism or 

rad~oac~r~ ty etc) . S. ~\Q. .1-Q .. 9J.O. .ID ............... . 
.. ~.anloi\ .. C'.F . .\\."CJJA~ .. ... ... .. ......... .... .. ..... .... . 
State any training which enables observer to be reasonably certain 

of his/pfr abili~y to estimate angles and angular velocity ...... ... . . 

. . .. . N~~'\fr...t ... ... ... ·: ... :· ···~:I .. .... .... ............... . . 
HO'II' many WJ. tnesses to the s~ghbng? . . \ y~Q ./. ....................... . 

~ .~~~ -fl(),;~ - ~~~~~~~~~.~.~~~~-~~~~~.~~ - ~~~ . ~~~~~ ::::: : ::: : : 
What natural phenomenf~r phenomena) would be nearest to expla.ini~ 

~;: ~~e~rv:i~•::!:;:~~~~~~~ . ~~~ . ~~~~~ .. ~~~; :~0. :NQ'~Sc 
t~l~ . . ~d._t._._tt" .. C».:£0 .. }:\)..0W.: . " lT. .. 
Pleas<:~tc t ~~~~eQ wi n~T d~~ ~~¥ro i t'e'~a\ 
sketch position and/or movement of object in relation t o your 

surroundings. Use back of form, ~ A-"Tiel.t"CA-\EO 

Sign.'l.tll'r ~~··· · ·· . . ...... . 
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32. Th;:! follo;·in~· milito,;; atrc!"-:-.t were it. the \'icl.nity of the 

reported U'"'O ~..,.,._: iO!l at t:.c ti"1e: 

A/C t.ypo .•.• /J./.~ ... .. ( ) ......... ......... (21 •.•••••••••.••.• (3) 

l~e::tc!i nc . ...•...• , ... · . · • T. · · • ... .. • • . , • • .•.. . .. T ... ......• , ...... T 

Hcicht ..••• , •.•....•.. ,000 ft . ..... •.•••.•• ,OOC' .Lt •••••••••• ,OOO't 

Speed . .. , , • • . •... , , . , .. K .. ..•.•......•. ,. .... l( . ...... , ...... , . , .. I\ 

1\TD/J~TI. r . • ••••••••••••• hrs ... . ... ..... - ....... lll'f': . •.•• .•. . ••• , , • Ju·o 

3.3. Tho fo 11 0\'' Lnc ci \'i l :1 ircrof-l: '''ere in the vj ci r Hy d' t 12e report cd 

ITF() po.·i.tiou ~t -t;he time: 

A/C t.yj'lc, , • , /;{ /,l,-, .. .//: e ((41. .e. f. f, ~.if. , .... , : ( 2) ..••. , , •...•..• ( 3.) 

ilLf eli l1fl' • • , , .•••••.. ' ••.• T .. . ' .. , .. ..... : I'~ •• • , •• 'I . .. , ... , ......... 1 

l'eleht . ..• •..••.•.• ,, .. ,000 ft •.• ..... , .• , ... ,000 ft •........ ,CJo:)r·! 

SpecU • . , .•• ,.,.,. t.. . ... I{, . .... , , , . ... ......... • 1{ •. . I ... I .. ... I.,. ,.~ 

llTD/ATJ'I. J: •• , •••••••• •• ••• • l'!.l'"S, '. '" • • ' •• • • , •••••• hi·::: . ..•.•. I • •• f .ll:::-"S 

l( C:ivc loc·jtiC'n of ne=-::c·.:~t 1'.?TJ or ATJ... 

Yr. O~:scrvcr's I.ocatior: Latitude.~.~.('? . .$ ...... Lo":lgitudr;:; /f~.$.~f.. 
35. Give lle::::rinci ar;d .,lc·v- l,io1, of r:.!-:.y· pl::mets and m>jo:r st~rs "!,/,at 

were in th~Jt portio; cf th8 :,;!·:y at that ti;~c. 

loc .. ~t.iott o.f Vl.:nuc or!l~l . .. , ..... ,, ........ ~ .......... I •••• , ••••••••• 

36. A mctcorolo!l~ii:Ol balJ oon vms ~ele~Jscd i';r:om •.• . J!./!J.: ·~ ..... 
/~ "'"'"'-

.a1 ... I, ,., .. , .. , . 2. Colotll .. . . ~, ..... ,, ,, •. . , , • \Veiufit .. ..... , ..... ,,..,., 

1\ocJjo-oonde" '/rada/ '· Cnndl,;; · '/ba'Ltcr/ •·(~·•delelc r.s J'Cr~uircu) 
Genernl 1"i 1o l profilr- • . . .. ... ... . .... ,, ·················· ,, ........ . 
7'":sXjl"lUm }.r:isht tr"'le,ed . ....• , ... .... .. ,000 rt. n' .. .......... , I." .t: 

37 . The f; c:...t ~.1 ~n)fic 1 tern pure- lre in\ en 0' .... . ....... v 

• · · · · · •.••...... i: t, m11 a "' 1 cd . - .•..••.•••••.• z f· l .......... . 

• .• . • •... •••.•..•.•.• ~tnt i 'TI. 

Vl . 
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39 . \'/h 'n on ai~ cr'!ft 1s a pos:;i1>lc ider.tific<ltion, h1cludc :N•d r 

trocc if :wail 'lblc, "nil ut·ce:r-'-ain ,. ilicll of the n1.rcrnft 1 ic;ht.> 

\''eJ·e opcr~t.int; . ......... . ............... ..... .................. . ... . 

f' t 1 t f 1 f I I " I I I I I f I f I I f I I I I I I t I I f I I f f I I t f f t • f f I I f I f f f f f I t 1 1 f 1 1 1 f I 1 1 

40 . The cau:-c (or li1wly c~u:;e) of the ni:lting can"' /~tmo~" 1,0 

de termincil . 

* ~ 41 . The ol jccl, rcpC'r ... ed prob:;~bly •''~"S /may h3ve been (delete as 

rcquil·cd) 

.... ...... ...... ..... ......... ...... , .. , ... .. .. .... .... ... .... ... . . 

/J. W . JJ 7 ~AviSo ;\) 
· · · · • • • • · • · .. . . .... , .. .. ...... . ( Unl t) .... , . , . . : . .. , . . . , . . . . .. ( .. 

f,VJ~ 73 FL& o,q . . ..... , . .. . . .. . . .. . ., .......... (Df\tc)......... . ........ (£, · .) 
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39. \'1h n un ap·CI"Jft )~; a po9~ible ide"lt.Lficfltion, inch1dc l"<L1• 

trncc if ovnil'lblc, "'nd <Jtce.:::-tair:. which of th~;: • iz:-crnft 1 ichts 

r~erc o"lcratit:s . . •........ , ...... , .. , . , ... , . , .. , ................. . 

~ t f t • t I t t t # f t t f " f t I o t 0 t t t • t • • II t t t t t t I f t # # ,. t I t f t f ' t I f t • f t t t f f t t t t t 

40. The ca•;se (or lilu·ly cauco) ol tlv::· ~i •}ltin~ cnn• /~nnoL" b:: 

dP te:rmined . 

41. The ol jcci, rcporte:d prob"lbly I':Fs ""/may have been" (cte-letc as 

required ) ) 

t t "f t f f f f I f ._ t t I f f f t t t f ""t f f a t t ........ , .... , , .. ' , ....... ' ' ' ..... . 

<!.~#: 
h_~,i /!liB ..,..-i( • oLPU.- ~? ~y / : 

J1JJ.tt?l. 4 ~~¥,k1 _.i-'J 1 a./u.~-~ rr~, if--~~#' 
4 j;lf~ ~~~ 

·So ,v .... .... " .. '. ( ~ 

;t' 
.. .. ..... . .. (Ei 
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l.r B. L. G-eorge, 
2} 'Bennett Pde, 

.ST Kil l VIC 3102 

Dear lire Gi!orge, 

- t ~ R 1973 

With reference to your report of an unusual aerial 
sighting on 15th February 1973, investigations have not been 
conclusive in determining the cause, but a theory considered 
b~r the inveeti&-ating team to be a logioe.l explanation is tl 'iLt 
the sit;hting \InS of an illu.c:inated '"•a.lloon , released for 
tracking purposes by an unknown person. 

During the time of sighting, the wind profile aa recorded 
by the .eteorologioal Bureau vas: 

surface 
2000 ft 
5000 ft 
7000 tt 

100CO ft 
12000 ft 

(bacldn of vind 
(through north 

and w~en related to ~he described track of the object sighted, 
confoDmS closely to the theoretical moveoent of a balloon if 
releASed froQ sn area south east of your position. 

no~lly, logical explanations euch as aircraft move­
ments, Qeteorologioal ~easurements devices, satellites, planet/ 
star poaitions or space debris entry to atmosphere, are available 
in answer to reports of unusual aerial sightings . 

~e regret that the theoretical explanation has not to 
date been substantiated but if further information becomes 
available to ne in future , the investigation will re- open. 

'l'hanld.ne your for your report. 

Yours faithfully, 

~/-~ 
(G.J . ODGERS) 
Director of Public Relationa 

\ . 
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RO YA L AUSTRALIAN AIR 

TELEPHONE: 690550 

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: 
"AIRCOMMAND, MELBOURNE" 

IN O.Ef'lY QUOTE 5/o/1/.Air( 33) 
I 

1)A.f \ D~nt of Air (DAFI) 

HEADQUARTERS SUPPORT COMMAND 
RMF 
VICTORIA BARRACKS 
MELBOURNE SC1 VIC 3004 

SI GHTING OF IDTU .. ~ ~ ;.LRJ:A.L :BcT:...CT 

Enclosed is a copy of a UFO report forwarded 
by Mrs E. L. George of 23 Bennett Parade East I:ev· . 

i nclosure : 1 • 

JlQ_ 
(B~R~~ 
.Jquadron Leader 
For Air Officer Commanding 
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PES"'JHC'i'FD 

RE"'('·RT C'!! UHUSUAL AE!U!.L STGHTlllG 

Part I - Report by Observer 

(As a preli~~nary to co~pleting this for~, the observer 
i,., inVJ. tc:l to de:-cribe the sighting in 1- is or hP.r own 
manner, using either separate sheets or the back of this 
form. ) 6 

Name of observer . :!;1 • • 1,;c; .~ .. ?~?!~~ . ............... Age 0. ·· ·· ·········· 

...•..... • .•• . • • • •. ..... . .. .. ......... . . . .. . . Phone . • . ~'.?. ~~1:l-.. . ...... . 

3. O••cupation of observer .. . • 't~ll!~ .J?1:1-~~!l •. . . ... . • , •••• •.•.•.... . . , .... , . 

4 . Date and time of start of observation. }.M-P. J:e,h,t;~t",nt . !7:}, ... .1.0 .. - .. J,.q. 6 6 p. m. 

How certain is the date? • • • ~~~~1:~ .~~r~~i!l ... ... . .......... ...... .. .. 

1lo1. accurate :! s the time of :>tart? ••• •. lt-!t;ip, ,a • .f.~'l .~.~QV1-0f •••• • ••••• 

5. Duration of observation ••• • .1.~ .": . t/l.r;I~\llrf.l!t'. 1 •• ••• •••••••••• • • ,., •••• 

Ho~ accurate is your estimate? •• 4!! .~ . ¥i~~~T~. ~~~ .~Q~.loe~ . iPAA~0 mins. 

6 . Observer ' s location at time of sighting, •• \t-.1-SJllo .qn<l ,Qt.TJclfpr(l.C.v.U'.t, E. Kew, 

bJ •he ld Outer Circuit Rail"'IU'I', .............. ........... .... ... ..... . ' ..... .......... ..... ......... . 
rc drive o• r fri to her home 

Ho;o; familiar is observer 'd th this locality?. 6<t.o ·~b 'OI'Iee. a.· 'll"'e1:!ko, • . 

7. Weather conditions at time -,f observation .. .. /!t~. !.i.~~t: .'!~,.L~!-H}., .. l,ittle 
or · o ind, ~nd the ~ky starry and clear. 

8. Describe any aids/equipment used in the observati~n . .. ~~ .~\~~ ••.•• •• • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
9. Tihere was object first observed? : 

10 . 

a. Relative to your surroundings •. ~~~~ .~!~~ . ~~. ~~.~.~~.~~~~.~!r~~~ion 
of Victoria Pnrk, and throug~ trees • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b. angle of . 60° - 70° eleva t1on . . . . ... . ..... . . .. ... ..... . ... .... . . . ... .... • • • •. 

c. compass angle beariog . • • . . .• :•• • ••• •• ••••••• • • • ·• · • • ••• • : • • • • • ••· 

d. bew accurate are these estimates? •• . ~~~:. ~~ •• ~~ -~~~ -~~:~~~: • •••• • 
3elfor~ Crt. i~ 4 de•d en~ street, 

\ihat first attracted observer's attention?. .. ... .. .. . .......... . ..... • 
t'"'d 1\11 my husbBnd t >rned the Cll.r to face ' '\' frieD• 1

8 0 1f ~ (it f CeS lf) 

· · :r ·•· ·~ · ·<•· e · i i ght · th~o·~t,;h ·ch; ·rroni · riDds·e~·e·e~ ·c:~d · t~;; · ii-ee~: · · · ·s·tr~et . 
11. v: "1""""' -.. more than one light/object : 

12. 

a , how many we= 'tn=c:? •• •. ~"!~~ .'!~~ - ~9J~:!-.:-.. ":.~~~t .:!~~~: .. },1,!',t .. >n 
CP.ntr~ with more a:. ber col •ured lights l!.r uml Cl ·clP' ere1 ce. 

b . in what fonna.tion ;~ere they? .................................... . 

What ~as the colour of the light or object? ... ;~~n. ~'!l'!~ .. ·t';'. ~?}J>~·r • .l thP. 
so~iun street lights, but ~th glo• of red tn centre. Tbift 18 one 
po1nt lfilere there is " iif'ference or opinion. \11 4 lr 1' saw 

ftiS9~l"-lo:tOiB the red colour, but oy husbnnq ~1\Yl' 
colour Ynft Amber to orange. l '\~' 
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13. ~at ~r.as the brightness? (compare r.ith full moon or co~n light 

source at a stated dieta~ce, eg ordinary street light at 100 

yards) . • .• ~l.i.~~~~ 1:Y. ~r!'~~S'!' .• i.~~~~~it:r. ~h['. !'!JP.i.u!". .~iir;~<;'li .! ~~!tt-1 ••••• 

14. What was the ap~ent si~e at nearest approach? : 

a . 

b . relative dioensions in L~ches at arm' s length (a bout 20 inches 

15. v~at 'liere the bearing and elevation angles at nearest approach and 

bow ·,vere these values a:o1sessed? •• lfc .12~1lU~. ~}•\OJ\\ ~i.'=~«tb. 9-ver. ~ ... 
. \ssessed by vieuD 1 ob.servat ion on l;y. · 

16. Was any method of propulsion obvious? •••••••• ~PPP. ~t..~~~ ••.•.•••.•.. 

18 , ";That was the r.JaX.il!lum :md minimum angle:af eleva tion (or height, if an 
Height when over us could have been as low~ae 

e~il.~e~eet~t~~e~:~·t··~ ·higb'a; · i~oob' ri', ..... ... •··· •· · ·• 
19. What was the r.Ja.ximum and mini= angular velocity (or speed, if 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

an estimate can be justified)? If necessary , compare with tr.te 

movement ef familiar objects at stated distanqes .I!-. ,"\0."':~~ 1!!.0.W.lJ:, •• ll,;P.Peared 
almost to hover ai>OV<' U'l. I suppose a h ~C hcopter could. mov.e as slo1>ly, 
later it move~ f· ster • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . 

It a eeL ed to hover for }-2 mi ns . 
Give duration of~ stationarr phases ..• • ••••••••••.••. • .•• .• •••• •• • 

7ben it turned 1n what I Jud~e to be t~e reston area. 

~ 
·be de . . ~ Travelled "lo·trly out in vicin1ty of 

~~l.~n. ~inJ.rrJ-a~t~rf,.~ m~vrr~; 're&cnea· &: pb'fn't" ·-mere "ii ' liovered, then 
urned oael!.. tvw&rds c1ty atid then l.ooked l:J.J{e a etar, >Ut uore ora.n.,.e • . 

Describe any trail of exhaust , vapour or ligh t seen ••.• )\~ .~,.l\1\'l'ih .9ut: vfu.le 
overhead ther{b Yr·,. t tort of aura~ove the object - my husband tho~ht he 

Wherev;as ob8j~'6-t l~s~0 o~s~~e3 : a r o · 

a . relat ive to your surroundings .. A:l!~~~~· .. ~!~!'. r?.?~.s.c.r.~Y.'..~~~~ .~ lil .~he sky. 

qigh i n sky, about size of a star, but more orange 
b . anR.le ell' e l.eva.ticn., .. ua· ~ . ........... ,. .•• _.. •••..• ~ .. · · · Mt"-• 't ' • · • ., • · • · • 't ~ CO!our7 lt rOnne ~ ~r~&ngle a~ one &~a~e Wl •fi WO ~arge S &T8 

1n west, thus - ,c. J'rllA 

c. compass angle bearing ••. •• • . • • dlrt?:~'l·"•··· • ••··· · y. ·HMI.~"····· 

l':'hat \7as theliBllner of its disappearance? .~~l.~L\9.ftc)'. :w!W\ .~~tA~<i.\~'1~ to go 
home. 

Do you know of any associated physical evidence (such as fragm?nts, 

photographs, Fcorching, ground inde~tations, residual magnetism or 

radioactivity etc) ••• •• ~:~~~ •••..• • •• .•.••••••••••.••• • ••••..•••....•.. 

26 . State any t raining 11hich enables observer to be reasonably certain of 

his/her ability to estimate angles and angular velocity . .• ]'\o.~e .....•• • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
27 • How many 17i tness to thf.. sighting? •• P. :-. • 4; ."!~"!t:"! l. L '!'~P: . .. .. .. ....... . 

R:!!8'PftiCIIID 
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28, Do you know of witnesses to similar ~i~~ttngs in the araa? •.• ~Pr • • ••. 

IThat natural phcno$enon (or phenomena) would be nearest to exp. aining 
"'irst e thou!!ht it. 'tl'li.S a helicop er, then II' onlloon w1 th 

your obs~rvahttJon?t . .. .. " d' '1' • •• 'd ' 1 ' ·~1 • • • •••• • _,. · ~t: ......... r· ......... . 
11. br1r, . lv 1-.. g;on a a ru1 1guus aroun< 1 s cu·clJI) erence. 

30. I'Jhat are youx maw re;;sons for excluding 1;his explanation? .. • ~!!.1.i.c.o.,.~er would 
h"ve m"de it" no"""l en~ine noise, and there ,.-as no oi .. e. It travelll'd 
too r~~.st for a bnlloon, e~neeially as it ~s a still ni7ht, also craft 

· ~ ~~·e·ci ·t~ · ~; · ~~ i i · ~ i~~·c'ie'ci ·o:~d · ~~ci~r· ~o~t-'r'o'i.' · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
31. Please sketch the light/object with all details . If ~ppronriate, 

sketch position ~·d/or ~ovement of object in relation to yo\~ 
surroundings. Use back of form, if needed. 

¥4 ,I 
Ft;47~C/I.A-( 

flll.,CR . 

I cannot sketch, hence this further explanation. 
~oen object was rir~t seen through the branches of 
trees it looked like a pl ne coroin~ in to land with 
all its~.lb,hts on..:.../ ~$-.. ~ediat~ r_4~~1ised i~Yasn •t 
a plane::;tO~g~uC oruie-c\r'to obse'¥ve. Thu 
took no more than a ninute, by Yhicb time the 
craft -s almost overhead. then we saw it Yas 
all aglow, but with li~hts around c1rcumference. 
I r emarked 11.t the time that it looked like a 
bri ghtly illuminated clock. It had t.bis 
anpearance for quite n tirne. It rnoved slowly 
N and "li~htly W, gaining l\ltit11de, and when 
above Preston (as we judged) it arypenred to 
hesitate fo r n couple of minutes, and then moved 

fl 

B 

s 

slowly Sand sligh~ly W, still gaining altitude and nov appeared as a large star, 
but more ornna;e in colour. When ve got into tbe car to go home it o.p:lel\red hip:h 
in the sky and aprynrently above Footecray. I have contacted all observers, and 
they a r e in general arrrecrlent with what. I have stated, except for the one lliatte~ of 
colour, as 11bo'1'e stated, b~tt there is no doubt that it gave an i111pression of being 
very brigbt and orange to ,.old in colour, even when at a distance nnd hi"h in the 
sky it had 11.n oran~c glow. 

nate • . .:l. ( -~~ .• r fl.~. t 9. '!. J 
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Part 2 - Unit Evaluation 

32 . The following ruili t ary ai~cra£t Per e in the vicinity of the r e ported 

UFO position at the time : 

Ale type ••• • ••.••••• • • • ••• (1) ..••. ~(7"; . . . .. (2) •..• ,, • •. ..• •• . ..• (3) 

Heading ....••. .•. • .•.•..•.• T ••• ••••••• , • • •••• T • • • • •• •••• • • • •• •••• , T 

Height ••••...••••• ..• .. •• • , 000 .ft •••.....• . . , 000 .rt ••••••••• ••• •• , 000 ft 

Speeo • . .. •. . ..•.......• •.•• K • • •••••••• • ••• • •• K •• • ••••••••••••• ,, •• K 

ATDIATA* ••••• • ••••• • ••• • •.• hrs •••••••••••••.. hrs . •.• • •.. .• •..•• . • hrs 

33 . Th;, follow ina civil aircraft \'/ere in the vicinity of the reported 

UPO position at the time : 

AIC type •• ~ f~/!f. , ((',~C:':-?1??( 1) • • ••• ••• •• . ..• . ( 2) • . •••. ••••.•••• , • • ( 3) 

Heading. ~ i':"~ . ~ ... •. ft.-: ..•. . 'I' • • • •••••••••••• • • T ••• •••• • , ••••.••• , •• T 
,.r;:--.o:q ;?'c. ..z.,. Cv. 

Eeigbt~4? .. $. ~~. f::-.r.-r~~~o rt . . ... . . .. •.... ,ooo rt •...•••.•.... ,ooo rt 

Speed ••.• . •.•• • (C? ••••• •••• ••• K ••••••••••••••••••• K •••••• •• •• • • ••• ••• K 

A'J:DIIil'A*. ?!~.C.': ... ~ f;-:~1 •• • • • hrs .............. . .. hrs ., ••. , ........ . . hrs 

* Give loca•ion of nearest A70 or ATA. 

34. ObGerver ' s Location : Latitude .. .. ft. 7 A.~ .. ..... Longitude . (.~f.~. :-. 

35. Give hearins and elevation of any planets and major stars that 

were in that portion of the sky at tt<.at time . "By da:,• , give 

l ocation of ~ .. enus on1y .~~ .. C:~~ :~ .. 1~~~ . . C. •• ~~~..; •• r-~:~~/ ... ": ! •.. • ~ .t'1 •• 
~.;,v£.$ 1>/;jC, - .,... A'f!~;tZ CIO'-''- '1' .:t.:.c.·c 

36. A meteorological be.lloon was rele?s ed frau: . ..... ,{-(f.t:-'f?'f:"?- ~ •••••••• 

at ... (f.O<;; •••• , • • z. Colour • . .• 4'~ ..... ileight •....•• :-.•• . , ..•. . gm 

aao io- sonae **I raaar **: CQl<wl±e **I ~£Y** ( -aelete as required ) 

General '7ind profile . !'!.11. ,lfr!,P.I, • • .f?'f .. f~ • • · • ~ .~:J~ · .~1"~ ~ •. /f/""'>.S tdf 
:;:c_co ll.t:>/cf 3t.C'C., /:iCjlo ,:,-t..·OO l'i£&>//:2 7K ,.,J.~f'U ·PI( .2$i/J14 lb( ..?<1 .1 

Maximum 1-te.ight tracked •.• ,., .... ,, ...... , GOO ft at ........... . ....... z 
~•15" I~., L) • ., 77/( IK .2/0c.>, 7//( ;ff' ~.,""9, 

Wac n !rno·llll to have burst? 

;,7 • The fir~t r.i.;;nificant temperature inversion was of .. . • :?.-.} ... . °C at 

,2 Ycr o ft ,. . I'Oco .Alt'l..R1 VI..~ •• • " " . • , m.asured at . .. ... ... .. ...... z hrs froT!' ....... ; .. , ... . 

• , • • · ... ..... .. ... . . st.a.tion. 

38. tm:l rcr:~-1.rks on S'l.tellites, rockets, r esearc!' balloons, comet s, 

meteorites etc , relevant t o the sighting • . ......•.... ~~~ •..•.•.••• ••• 

When an aircraft is a posziblc id·nt i f i cation, incl ude radar trac e 

R~TRTf"'1'1'1) 
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if availa'•le, and ascertain .;hicr of ~he aircraft lights were 

t . ~~ 
opera l.-rtg • • ••••••••••• • •• • • •• • •••• :<".-: . ... ... .. . . ........ . ..... ....... . . . 

40 . The ca~se (or lih·~· cause) of the sighti:;e e~!i!Ji* lcannot* be determined . 

41. The object report~d probably ~s*/may ~ave been• (delete as required) 

~ 11\ KAit;;J ... ,..; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......................... ............... . 

~/,'C ~.SS..r:";v,cQrJ ;/;:.,- ..<'-4r/-"t:'~J 7LN 

_r~ L:...f/!:',~ .- ~~L"<J.<-
.:e.· A" c .-1'-<J?::.c ~~ 

Y ql;c-~ At ot(.._ 

t; -<A-'f'>e> .r.::c;..,_...._~'- ,...d J~~~ ~ PG..-c 0-d -?4 

foljn~ ?f..,_ ~4¥' ~ .4/-.! ~ ./....,~..., ~~?-
4fd u,.._ a.-cr.y~ Cu..d " ~~~ ~~u.J~L.:, /.YC:."e..<...._ 

f:.U~ ~-j ~ a<o~e ./~k-. ~ ?~~~ ;f<-('rc--L< 

l /.k~ a-« ~ff,. ~ p,2:'<da.. ~ ~~ K 
J' j; ~ -~~ ~~~. &-e-../ ~j ~C}y f.,tt~'r:o'>V e..(A...A ; U<•l:>A< Ct.: ? 

/;'G. 4A;J/...C 'J 
CU:c..~~ r 7 t:.H,LF.-b.- e:zC 72/~~/J / ~ CE«A*a.....,_ 7' 
"f-.d /~~ ( /o /5,),..,._._~ ... ) ~ ~ ~<e--' ~"' a-e~lf-
.JI c~._ ..<.-.. ~7 1 ~~ a.,..c ~~?~ ~ 
~ 7 /~ rt:S -:ze'R-v ~... ~'eo-r~--- A'~ 7 
~ a~Tc ~ 

??7 
/'16 :>C (U ..... ) ~"'""""<"><• (llama) 

• • •• • • •••• •• •• • • ••• • • •••• • • • • • • • • nl.v • • • • ••• • · ·-'"t•• • • •y • • • •••• •• 

· · · ........... !.~'!!r:u .. .. ....... <nate) ••.••• : •• ~.~..;: . .•. . ••... (Rank) 

R'!:STFJCTr:D 
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580/1/1 Ft21 (2C) 

Constable P. 1. su=erton, 
C/- Police Station, 
IU. m.. Sa <;64 1 

Dear Sir, 

- 2 MAY 1973 

\lith reference to the report of an unusual aerial 
signting witnessed by ~~ Hunt, and subsequent correspondence, 
we regret that the investigating team bas been unable to conclusively 
dete~e the cause. 

a possible theoretical cause is a sighting of a phenomenon 
known a~ IGNI~ FATUUS - cethane g.ae releaaed from decaying vegetation 
and spontaneously ignited - but this theory is impossible to 
substantiate. 

We thank you for your interest and concern in this 
particular sighting and request that the witnesses , whose addresses 
a~ unknown to us, be advised of our investigations froc your office . 

For information, of the 653 unusual aerial sigbtinge 
reported to the RAA.F to date , approximately 93% have bean logica.l.ly 
explained, fJ!, have had insufficient detail provided to enable 
determination of the causes , and 1% are unexplainable . 

Yours faithfully, 

~7~ 
./ (G . J . ODGERS) 

Director of Public Relations 
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580/1/1 (2.t} 

Constabl~ P. ll . SuumPrton, 
C/- Police ~tatiou, 
K!l£1A , O>.A. 5641 

Dear Sir, 

Your report of an WlllBual sighting made by 1lrian 
LeathB!ll ff1)nt at 9.50 p111 on Sunday 4tl:; February 19n, has 
been forwarded to this Department for investigation. 

From the inforr..ation supplied we are unable to 
determine a cause and would, therefore, be grateful of your 
assistance in supplying further details of the area in wh.ich 
the sighting was made . 

Ve note from a road map that at a point on the 
Eyre Highway about }5 miles from Kimba, there are some tanks 
known as the PolygonWII Tanks. Would you please supply the 
following in!ormaticn relating to these tanks: 

a. 
b. 
o. 

e . 
f . 

heightJ 
width I 
oolourf 
construction! 
position relative to the road1 and 
whether they have been defaced in any way. 

Details of any other unusual features on the side 
of the highway and a brief description of the t e=ain in the 
vicinity of the sighting will also be of assistance in our 
investigation. 

Yours faithfully, 

4.!~~ 
Director of Public aelations 



ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FOR 

6/13/Air(4} 

I 

Depa~ment of Air 

For Informationa 

Headquarters 
RAAF Base 
EDINBURGH SA 5111 

1st l!arch 1973 

Headquarters Operational Command 

UNUSUAL SIGE!l'ING - EYRE PDUN'OULA 

1 . Attached is a report received .from ~alla Police Station 
per Police Headqaarters, South Australia. 

2 . In view of the nature of the sighting and the remoteness of the 
locality, this Headquarters feels that further investigation would prove 
fruitless . 

3 · Forwarded .for information. 

,Lclosures 1 A. 
B. 
c. 

Letter from Police HQ 

~, cQ ~ 
(B.G. KING) 
Flight Lieutenant 
for Officer Commanding 

Letter from OIC 1'/b,yalla Police and attachment 
Kimba location map 

I?Erv 
ll & loi4.~ ;;,; 

OAt:/ 
v ' e 



POLtCE HEADQUARTERS 

ADELAIDE 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

, .. 
• 1 

'" .. l 1 •• r tli·m 
t!r,"lrl iU'lt'~ ~rs, 
1. • • • Brv;c, 

1)1 : ' I . 

Der >ir , 

,ir 1'orce 1 

~ttncher'! for your information is a renort ft'O"l 
";on...,to.1~J: ~' . "~L U!"lmerton of the E:imba Police ...,t~tion rel .. tiv<: 
to n llc~co uninePtiried flyi ng object si~htinE on 
4 t•'e!bt'J ~y 1973 at ne.ir~r\imba . 

~(~~our~ 

·~~!~ ~ 
- --T.-. ~"-.:1=13 __ --=:....,_,_, 

I;,~~( D·II.CI LY I 
C''fl,,. •c"' '"''o MQ£0,. l 

~~::-'-. ~:::-,'-::=::.:-~-:-::...:::....v __ J 
O\J·• •I u ... rvrfL ov i 

r-::-:::-:------
SPtCIAL INOt""CTIONI, j 

.:.nc : 

!'aithfully , 

AlA~ 
~ 

:i:. L . CaVer 
~ssist~nt Commi~sio~er 

(Oper ations) 
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SCANNING THIS ITEM AT A HIGHER RESOLUTION WILL NOT IMPROVE ITS LEGIBILTY. 

Officer in Char~e, 
No 21 D1vjs1on, 
''JrrSLL!~ 

U. F. 0 . Sighting. 

l. At abont 9 . 50pm on Sunday 4/2/71, B;oian Lon~i ll 
l!lT;r bnrn 10/10/54 r1as dr1vin~ his 111 cr 7rh~c1P in 1 
:1. -~. rly dir,.-.ctio:>n .1.11)111", tho F.yrc llir:h ·ay, L"l:.ardn 1. 11 

2. Abdmt 34 mil~s from Klmba, h,. sta~·':> thut It" , 
a str.'lflg"' 11 ~ht on thP W"stern side of t~.., Eyre Hir: 1 
abont 1 chain from the edge of th .,., ~way. 

1. The a ttachPd skl"tch was drnwn by !illi.T at; ab·1 ·; 
9.J0am ,n 5/2/73 . He dPscribP.s th~ li~ht as b~>Lr.: a , 
';ea feet h1 ~h , 5' in diametPr and red-Qra.tv·<> L'l co• 
In th~ middle of this sraft of 11 .. ~->t h ~ s .. I; 3 +-}" • 
cl,..arly sa1·1 th~> fi~ure of a mnn , d .,. ;1: 'd .n .l 1 
~u1 t, similar in axp1'1Parance to th,. s ncr . 1 ~ 
r.-ooern day astronauts . He furthPr s1.atr.; ! t 

I'I&S covered by a helmet and mask, and thr "'' '1!,' 

to be susrended t wo t o three fee~ l'J•o-, the g1··) ,_,c:, 

4 . HID/T was accompan:i od by a .f""·nlP p1~ s'. · 
vehiclr=> . This girl , Sharyn Arute '7.f \l~lJ ::=~, 1-,r,_•.,_ 
of Kimba , states that she wa!j do:..i.1r: nt th·· .1 
shf" says that she saw an orange lirht a.> th · 
aN>a . It VIas not until HIDIT snoke, t.hut 'sh£, :~ 
and states that sh~ saw the light thro-~h t. 
of tho car . She did not see a fl~ure of a ~ •• 
by thiS time thl? light \7aS ra"'tlJ ObSC~.:'Pd O"j " 

I 

~· 

5. HIDIT is quit~ wl?ll known to ~r. , .. is a '~'e ... • 1. ~ 
type of person and i s absolutely c'nv::.:>ce~ tl".a;; hP s 1 
th0 describ~d light . He re"nrte~ ~hP ~att~r to · ir h~ 
0ol:'..c·~ at about 10 .45pm on 4/2/73. s.r:.: .... Hur'. hn:> <n 
I returnPd t o the scene Ylith HUNT at <J~nu 11.3r•t':'l. , 
searche of the area was made but no furth··r evidenc 
substantiating the sighting was r,und . 
6. HU.IT states that he had sl-"pt ~o.i' 9 h"J!l ·s, fl' :.~ 

i ~nir-ht Saturday til 9 . OCam on Su.1da:· 4/2/73. He s t­
.. .r- had not consumed any alcohol c" u·ing tht> c::~y. C .:1 

~ n' thr l;eht he 3ecarne extre~ely r~:g~te~ed ~~d ~c 
s "r .) investigate th~ matter . 

7. 
21/ 7. 

m·~ 
FI "BA 
5/2/73 

.'~ris rerort submitted in '-IC~orc-.,c~ ·i th C.',., . .;; 

e 
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