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vhen opening—a new file, care must be taken to see that a file
dealing with the subject is not already in existence and covers
should be completed with details for which space is provided.

Cord laces only must be used to hold papers in file cover.

Minute Sheets to be attached to the left-hand inside cover and
enclosures to the right-hand side.

Minute Sheets are to be used for correspendence within the Depart-
ment. Correspondence from and to outside bodies is in appear
as an enclosure and a bricf summary of every enclosure is to be
included in the minute which gives the enclosure its number and
makes it part of the file. 1f the enclosure is in one part, its number
will be followed by the letter ““ A,” subsequent parts being lettered
13 B" 119 c" (11 Dl! etc

Minute number one is to be on the printed side of the Minute Sheet
and is to face the cover on the minute side of the file.

Correspondence on subjects on which a file already exists must not
be made on loose Minute Sheets—the file must be obtained and action
taken thereon.

Minutes must be added in numerical order and both sides of the
Minute Sheets are to be used.

Files must not be passed between Branches by hand without transit
slips.

Notes of action taken may be entered on the Minute Sheets, other-
wise unaddressed minutes will not be made.

Minutes may be noted by Officers placing their initials over the
reference to them at the minute head and such words as “ agree”
and “ concur’ may be used to obviate separate minutes by indivicual
addressees. An Officer’s initials so placed will indicate coneurrence
with the minute.

In Column | on the cover is to be indicated the persons for whom
minutes or enclosures are intended, the number of that minute or
enclosure and the date it is passed out from the last person noting
(or otherwise "using) the file being indicated in columns 2 and
3, respectively.

When the person indicated in column | has taken the necessary
action on the file, he (or his representative) will draw a line through
the reference to him in columns I, 2 and 3 on the cover and will
place his initials in column 4, indicating that the necessary action
has been taken. He will then indicate on the next line to whom
the file is to pass—completing columns 2 and 3.
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50796, CONFIDENTIAL /1
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5/1/27 (24)

Headquarters, Eastern Area
Beardith 1.9, NoSa e

16th July, 1952,

Secretary
Air Board
Vietoria Barracks
St.Kilda Road

)

1, On the 3rd May, 1952, Sydney Newspapers featured
prominently "Flying Saucer™ reports, Attached herato
for informpation is & copy of a report prepared as s
result of interviews with the persons coneerned,

/ﬂ A

7 W.J.8ADLER, Flight Lieutenant
&/Pbg Alr Vigo KMarshal

Enel,




A TInERT MR
Consiiiv iy by

Flight Lisutenant W.J., Sadler (022070) Aree Intellige nce

From .
Officer and Bquadron Lesder M.C, Murray (011320) A.P.M.

To : Senior Air Staff Officer, Headquarters, Eastern Area.

Date ; 8th May, 1952,

670/&7 (1 7

Ref
REPORT ON UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS ON 3RD MAY, 1952
Lle It is desired to advise that on Lth May, 1952, Wing

Commender I.L, Ceampbell requested that the Staff Officer
Intelligence and the Assistant FProvost lMarshal Jointly investigate
bewspaper reports on unusual sightings on 3rd Mey, 1952,

2. Kenneth John Shipley, P.M.G, employee, of Lo, 37 Victoria
Strest, Burwood, wed interviewed and he egaid "At about 6-10 =.m.

on 3rd Mey I was sitting in a P,M,G., truck outside the Enfisld
Post Office with Reg. Edwards (P.M.G. driver) and William Anderson
(P.)M.G, employee) when Hdwarde drew my attention to a bright 1light
moving across the sky, We all watched it for a few seconds

from the truck, then we all e¢rambled out of the truck and stood

in the strest, Once while we were watching it, it disappssared
behind clouds but I saw it again and pointed it out to the otherg,
Finally it disappeared behind a cloud snd we did not ses it again,"”

Do When asked to describe the object Shipley said "It

looked like a number (he thought six orseven) of circular lights
in & straight line. The cclour of the lights was similar to
street lighting, there was no noise, ho apparent shape, The hdight
secmad to be similer to the height of asircraft I have seen flying
around 3ydney but the speed was definitely faster although I don't
think it was twice as fast, The truck was facing south and the
lights seemed to pass in front of the truck, moving esstward. The
lighta followed a staright path and did not climb or descend gnd I
did not see any trail or vapour behind the lighte," Wihen asked
bow he kpew the time Shipley said "Reg. Bdwards said 'whet is the
time'? I was the only one with a watch which I looked at znd said
ten past six,"

Ue Reglnald Edwards, P.M.G, trensport driver, of Hawthorne
Perade, Haberfield, was interviewsd and seid "On Saturdey, 3rd May

I wag sitting in g P,M,G, truck in Emu Strest, outeide the HAnfield
Post Office with Ken Shipley and Bill iAnderson, who are also F.lM.G,
employees, I lesned forward in the cabin to press the ptarter
button and saw some bright lights moving scross the sky. I said to
the others "Look at this and we sll watchad for a few geconds, then
gol out of the truck and stood in the strest for a few mors seconds
watehing, The lights went behind a cloud and we lost them, Shipley
sew them reappear =nd we watched them until they went bshind g
cloud and we did not see them again, The lights reminded ms of a
ship at sea at night with just the lLights visible but no
superstructure, They travelled in a straight live, did net rise or
fell and secmed %to be moving from esst b6 west, I thought the spsed
may have been about 500 miles per hour, I later rang the Sydney
Vorning Herald snd told them my story." VWhen asked how large the
lightg were, in comparison with the strest lights which were on at
the time of the interview, Edwards pointed out an overhaad strest
light sbout 300 y=rds away eand said the lights he had geen wers
approxXimately the same size ang colour, The light indicatead by
ddwards was the normal yellow strest lighting,

e
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_ S lir Broce McKenzie, ex-R.A.A.F, officer, who is now
i an aircraft cuptaln smployed by East-Wast Alrlimes, was
s interviewed and he said "At about 0610 hours on 3rd Nay I was

| in a taxi with my First Officer, John Henpy, and the aircraft
hostegs,  When the taxi was about L0O yards north of the over-

‘ bridge which croseses 01d Botany Road, lasecot, I sighted three
large lights with a string of emsller lights behind them in the
south west, They travalled repidly, sgraight and level, in ap
eante rly direction and finally disappeared behind a cloud bank,
The theee lights in front were very intense and white, and the
smaller lights less intense and more of s yellow colour, The |
lights apreared to be visible for approximately five to ten |
sgconds.s At the time of the glghting I thought it was probably
e jet aireraft "

By lr John Henry,an ex-R.A.A,F Lancaster pilot, who is now

a first officer with Kaet-Vest Airlines, scid "it epproxima tely

v 0610 hours on 3rd Mey I was ip a baxi with Bruce licKenzie and an
airline hostess travelling south to Mascot, when I sighted some

- moving lighte in the south west, The lights moved azcross to the

! east and disappeared, The lights gave me the férst impression

- on sublight shining on a 1406 6f wires, but I r=slised this was "

' not the case and the sun had nod risen and the street lights wers

' off, The lights reminded me of a V.I with a V,2 exhaust. I have
seen both V.I'e and V,2's whilst overseas in England,”

- p Captatin L, P, Lee, on ex-R,A.A.F, pilot and now a pilet |
? employed by T.A.As« said "At about 0600 hours onﬁjrd May I was
driving my car along the Hume Highway epproximetely twelve o
fifteen miles from it tagong on the Sydney side, T sighted an
intense white light, round 1ike a ball, at an elevation of 300
above the horizon, The light moved across the gky from south weast
! to east end as it moved scrose it appearsd to lose intsnsity and a
staing of emalleyr lights, like a tedl, eppeared to bresk away from
the main body., This gave a2 blubt nosed cigar shape to ths 1ight,
I watched the object for about 60 seconds apd it seamed to
maintain a straight and level course to the sast until it
diseppeared, I stoppad the car and discussed the matter with
lr Denis Bolton, also of T.AsAs, who was following me in another
car, We both dismissed the light es a large meteorite which
finally broke up,"

: 8. Nr%.J, Judge, a nerve spocial let, No,260 Victor ia

' Avenue, Chatswood, eaid "A% approximately 0610 hours on 3rg Nay
I was driving my cer on Strathfisid Boulevarde from Strathfield to °

' Enfield op my way to the Panke town asrodpome I am gn instructor

| with the Kingsford Smdth Air Services, T dboerved o bright

cigar-shaped object with & clustesn of lights at the forward
end and 2 gimilay cluster at therear and, I saw a grey mess
connecting the two clusters of lights and I estimated the height
to be epproximetely 5,000 feet and the speed 500-500 miles per
hour, The object movaad fromwest to east, appeared to descend
8lightly and disappeared from my view behind a cloud, Onb my
arrival at Banketown I told Mr William Burns, who is also an
instructor at the club, of my eighting, Mr Burns told me that
what I had seen was a Constellation airerart arriving aheead, of
sehedulo, I eastimeted the &ime of gightimg at 0640 as Thed
Jugt previpusly heard 0608 glven over the radio, I have since
received = telephone call from snother ex~R.A.A,F, pilot, Mr
Thom%s King, who told me he had slso seeh the object at the same
time"®,

5" s g vy l."./j
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£t Lecident Inspsctor
s Mageot, said "At about Oéﬂo

bourg on 3rd May I was Griving to Bankstown aserodroms =nd ny

attention wes dArawn to an sirveaft in the south weagt, by my
¥

compznion lr Charles Fisher, Qantes Operations Officer, I
s2ld 'The Copstellation 1z a bif
up and saw what sppeared to be the sun ghinlng on the polished

ey 2 oy ey
Suriaece

of an-gipcraft fuselage.,

garly this morning', I hlenced

I gaid 'It 1s & bit off the

Connie's courss, it iz proMEbly s D.C.L'. The object appearsd to
be flying on a straight cousdse ivn the dirsction of Mascoht, It
to be abeut 3,000-4,000 feet above the ground tr=velling

seemad
at a no
merely
Subgequ

rmal aircraft speeds . I d

1d not follow ite flight and

dismisped it as an alrewaft approaching lisscot.

ently I wos informed that

at or gbout that time,"™
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lir Charles Fisher, Qantas

sald ".t about 0610 hours on 3rd
was a Constellation aireraft to the south west, T zew what
appeared to be the sun shining on the polished surface of an
alrcraft end I thought I saw a fin, shaped similer to the fin of
gllation, I said to Mr Burne '"There is & Constellation
in, be is v bit early today', Burns said "It is a bit off
it is too far south for the Congtellation, it may be =

I was gubsequently told that the Constellation
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f Wo,3 Towrsdgi Road, Towradgi,
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Al lies Roms Crittendon, No,55 Weston Strest, Harris
Park, said "I was travelling on a motor cycle with Kelvin Ellis
of Vlestmead on the morning of the 3rd May. Just befors full
deylight I sew a blue-white light, oval in shape, between the
trees with a trsil of light with a lesser brilliance behind it.
I watched it for a short time until I lost sight of it behind
some trees, It appeared to be travelling in a straight line
towarde the porth east."

15, Captain CoJ. Irelsnd "A" Bracnh, Victoria Barracks,
Sydney, was interviewed on this matter, He said " I wes
travelling by car on the PrAnce's Highway neer Heathcote at
approximately 0600-0610 hours on 3rd May when I saw an object
cross from the south west to the east at an elevation of sbout
300, The object wes brilliently lighted, The front portion
was an iptense white with & blue tint and a string of following
lights were yellow and flickering, I watched the objeet for
epproximately 45 seconds during which time it travelled through
approximately 609 commencing ib the south west and finally
diappearing behind a large thunder-hegd cloud over the ssea. When
I firet sighted the object I was driving at about 50 mep.h, I
selowed down and with my fist clenched and erm outstretched I
covered the object with my fiste At the time of sighting I
thought the object was a jet ailrcraft approximately over Kiama
(50 miles south), The object sppeared to be about double the
length of a Convair aircraft at three miles,"

16, Mr Arthur William Fldlarﬁ 306 Oxford Street, Bondi
Junction, ex-R.A.AJF, pilot gaid "At sbout 0610 hours I was
standing on the firet tee at the Eastlekes golf course widting
to hit off at 0615 hours, I waes loocking to the south and saw
an object with a fuselage shape brightly 1it, in the south west,
The light wes white and the elevation gbout LOO degrees, I saw
the object for about four or five seconds. The light sppsared
lese intense gt the rear of the object and it malintained e
straight sasterly course finally disappearing into a bank of
cumulus cloud, I formed the impression that it was a fighter
type of gircreft and not a bomber type,"

17 lr G, McKenzie, 66 Linda Street, Belfleld, and a P,H,G,
employee, ssid "Shortly after & a,m, on 3rd Mey I wae standing at
the back door of the house looking to the south, I saw o largse
white light move acrose the sky and it appesred to be round in
shape, It ddd not have any tail or teail and was tfavelling at
an elevation of approximately 30° to 40O, It finglly disappeared
behind = cloud,"

18, Mr S,H, Hill, Hillerest Ave, Husrtville, said "At

sbout & a.me, or 5.15 a.m, o0 3rd May whilst parked on the rosdside
near Minnamurra on the south coast, my companion Les Long dndd@

my attention to a large lighted object in the sky south of where

we were standings It appeared to be a large airship, brightly

lighted and yellow in cbaoud. I eptimate it would be about

200 feet long. When I first ssw it I thought it would bs about
over Berry and travelling from the west to the east, It crossed
the coast =nd disappeared out to esa, T did not heer any noisge,"

19, Mr Leglie Long, 98 Coogee Bay Road, Coogee, said "I

was with Stan Hill near Minpamurra on 3rd May, I was standing at
the spide of the truck facing south when I gew what I took to be

a large airship coling from the west and travelling in an sasterly
direction, I drew Stan's attention to it and we both watched

it for a few secondas until it disappeared out to sea, It was
brightly léghted and I formed the opinion that it was an airship."

ae0p v, 0-.’/5
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20, Dr A,R, Hogg, “ssistant Commonwealth Meteorologist,
was interviewed at Mt, Stromlo, A,C,T, Dr Hoggz said that no
observations of the sightings reported in the newspapers, had bee
made on 3rd May at Mt, Strmmlo, In explanation of the
sightings he said that on or about May 6th showers of radiants
from meteors may be seen just before sunrise, These showers
occur annually and may be expected over a period of several days
early in May, Dr Hogg explalined that meteors and meteorites
ecome visible when entering the earth's atmospRere, which
extgnda to approximately sixty (60) kilometres above the earth's
surface,

21, It will be noted that in every case the reported
sighting occurred in the southern sky shortly after 0600 hours,
the direction of mevement being approximately west to east,
Although it has not been possible to definitely fix the exact
time each sighting was made, it is considered that all sightings
were made at the same time, this time being approximately 0610
hours on 3rd May and therefore it is assumed that all persons
reported the same sighting,

23, Where an impression o distance has been formed

in most cases the observer was of the opinion that the lights
or objects were within a ten mile radius, and where an estimate
of elevation has been made the consensus of oplnion is between
309 and 40°, Although various impressions of colours and
sizes of lights were given, it is considred that the variations
in reports were in most cases due to the short length of time
the light was seen,

23 The investigating officers formed the following
opinion:

Ea=) The silghting was of a light, not of an obieot.

b) The light was of a considerable distance (not less than
sixty miles) from the earths surface,

(e) The light was probably caused by a meteor or similar body,

In regard to the above opinions/B8L483HER repopts
stated that an object had been seen, it is considered that the
observers in these cases may have been influenced by & previous
reading of reports in newspapers and magazinss, =The distance
factor is borne out BE that all observers were facing the
southern sky and whilst all had the opinion that the light was
merely a few miles away, the most southerly sighting at Minnamur
(see paras 18 and 19) was approximately fifty ?50) gouth of the
most northerly sightinj, It will also be noted that the
observer in para 12 gave the elevation as betwesen 30° and 40O,
This observer was some thirty (30) miles south of Sydney which
further supports the opinion of great distance, there being
little change of elevation although the observer is thirty miles
closer to the light, Furthermore, newspaper reports of
sightings in Victoria at the same time, which were not investig-
ated, support the opinion that the lights or objects were a
considerable distance from the earth's surface,

24, In support of the meteor theory many observers gave
their impressions as a large light or lights, followed by smaller
lights, The investigating officers are of the opinion that this
impression could be given by the break up of a large meteor,

........../‘




25, Recommendations:

It is recommended that any future investigations as
a result of newspaper reports be conducted as follows:

(a) Copies of all leading State and Interstate daily
newspapers be obtained covering the period of the
regports,

(b) The Commonwealth Meteorologist be contacted for an
opinion as to reports and sightings made by official

observers,
(¢) Individual interviews then be undertaken if deemed
necessary,
26, Attached are copies of various reports which

appeared in Sydney newspapaers,

(M, C,| MURRAY)
Squad®n Leader,
Assistant Provost Marshal,
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'SEVEN MEN REPORT
| SEEING
A “FLYING SAUCER”

. Seven men ¥ seeing
Sydney area and at Parkes, 180 miles
yesterday.

ing a “fi ing saucer” over the
air west of Sydney,

They said it was , BEROWRA, seven miles for at least two minutes
a cigar-shaped object, |north of Hornsby, at 6.17|until it disappeared into
well lit, which flew (2-m. (by two men). cloud. It travelled silently.

silently and very fast. 2 £
R.A.A'F. and Civil Avia- .P;AR& BELFIELD‘

ion officials and meteo-| s . s ngd? .

ologists at the Sydney White Object Fast And Hlsh

Weather Bureau could not| My, L. Bailey, of the] Mr. G. McKenzie, of

2ive an explanation. A Parkes radio station 2PK,|Linda Street,  Belfiel
The “flying saucer” was said he saw a white object,|said he was on his way to

reported over:— flat at one end and pointed|work about 6.10 a.m.
PARKES at 6 a.m. (bylat the other, flying over thelwhen he saw a “flying

one man);
ENFIELD, western Syd-

ney suburb, eight miles/up and travelling .at 450 things and could hardly
from the city, at 6.10 a.m.|miles an hour.

(by three men);

town at 6 a.m. saucer,”

It ‘was about 4,000 feet| | thought 1 was seeing

believe my eyes but the
Mr. Bailey said he was|object passed overhead at

BELFIELD, adjacent to/on his way to conduct theabout 500 miles an hour and|
Enfield, at 6.10 a.m. (by/station’s breakfast session. travelling at around 25,000

one man);

ENFIELD:

Three P.M.G. employees

a.m. when they saw anla
object which appeared to

wards, of Hawthorn Parade,
Haberfield;” William Ander-
son, of George Street, En-
field; and Ken Shippley, o
Victoria Road, Burwood.

Edwards, who acted as
spokesman for the three,
said: “We were in my truck
loutside the Enfield post-
office when we saw the ‘fly-
ing saucer.’

“It was well to the north
of Enfield and travelling
north to south.

“It took us a couple of
seconds to realise we weren't
dreaming.

“We then dashed from the|,
truck to get a better view. |it

said they were on their way|sky as straight as a gun
to work at Enfield at 6.10 barrel and appeared to be on|didn’t see the ‘saucer.' "

He watched the “saucer” feet,” he said.

“Like Ship At Sea”

“It- travelled across the Jqu morning and no one|
will ever convince us we

fixed course.

“We saw it for at least a BEROWRA:

have many lighted windows. |full minute, and ran to the P ps
The men are:—Reg Ed-|corner of the sireet to watch .Due SOUth

el o

Keith Holmes, 19, dairy-
farmer, of Turner Road,
Berowra, and Gordon Ross,

1, university student, of
Crowley Road, Berowra,
said the object they saw alp-
peared over Berowra at 6.17
am. It was travelling due
south at a high speed.

It was well lit and they
could see sparks coming
from a type of exhaust. ‘

OFFICIALS:

MR. R. Epwarps | Y0 Known Plane
Oﬂic‘igl.s ip' the ope.ritiqns

finally disappear into a

~ “It was a long thing like|bank of clouds.

an airship or a submarine,
and all lit up like & liner at
sea.

Q

“It was at least three or

and travelled at about 500
miles an hour.

four times larger than a|exhausts at the back of
four-engined Skymaster, it ‘saucer’ which looked i
made no sound as it flew,|jets.

this it kind of ‘makes

“l used to think stories
lying saucers werg

fairy tales but now the three

f us are convinced they

MADE NO SOUND really do exist.
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“One thing we were all(wonder how long we all VUl 1Uam siduny
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nitely not a meteor or any
kind of star,

ing from hang-overs y&sterg
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“Flying
saucer”
seen in
Sydney

Eleven people in
Sy ey and others
at Berowra and
Parkes yesterday
claimed fz:f
saw a “flying
saucer.”

All of them sald they
saw the saucer soon
a.tter 6 a.m.
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a.n
ex"flﬁrmmmucm. is

ford ub.
Bankstown,
“I was In the Boulevarde,

when I saw the

object 4000 to 5000 feet up,
belween Bsnkatown and
Mascot.

Tt appea.rad to have no
wings, cligar-
many tlmel the size o an
aeroplane, and had

sets u&m bright hchhs n.t.

e object flew
cloud and dimnpeare’g.m "

“When I saw it the time
was 69 a.m.”

“Blue trail”

Hr Alan Humpm&!es se'i,f
Hedsea. 17, of Auburn, saw
th saucer” when t.hey
delivering

ice
Auburn.

“At elght minutes
six we saw & very bright
object comm m hownrtgn
Sydney from south~
west,” Mr. Humphries said,

“It was shaped lke a
cigar, had two brilliant
white hts in front, and
left d a blue tmﬂ.

“It was much

cal s st a:a?m-
a8
Bankstown man

thananyplane!’vemsm.‘
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N.S.W. fiying saucers
- mystery

NOT PLANES
OR ROCKETS

New reports of “flying
saucers”’ and “flying cigars”
from Sydney, Leura and Kiama
yesterday threw no new light on

the mystery.

But the R.A.A.F. had no jet air-
craft in the air at dawn on Saturday,
when the “saucers” were seen.

View of scientists

Experts said the| and was travelling to-

cligars’ wards the sea.

. ere ’ 17 degktéti ¢ E!rlor-{r “Mr. Les Long, of Rand-
ot = B P wick, and I watched it for
jectiles being tested. |3 seconds”

Belentists said they would | Mr. R. Pearson, of Win-
bet “hundreds fo one’ | ston Street, Leura, said he
that the “flying cigars”|saw the object travelling
were not man-made. silently from the west soon

On Saturday 11 people | after 6 a.m.
in Sydney, Berowra, and| He described it as “a
ParkeS reported seeing a ?;gitn’g of lights moving very

Weather Bureau offi-

They estimated 15| cers ruled out the possi-
height at from 4000 to| pility of the ob. be-
25,000 feet, and its speed| ing a meteorological bal-
at hundreds of miles an| Jloon.

hour. They sald that weather
New  reports yesterday oi'ltcer{; at Mascot, Can-

W?'"C}-. S. H. Hill, of Hil-|DPerra, Wagga, and Jervis

. | Bay released small bal-
crest Avenue, Hu:m"iue' loozm at 2 am, 8 am, 2
“I was ab Mglg“%‘mgf pm, and 8 p.m. daiiy.
three At  Rathmines officers
w&stgur;?docﬁﬁg 512;2 released bigger balloons at
at 6.5 a.m. to .10 a.m. on 6 am. and 6 p.m, daﬂy.
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